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VARIOUS    VIEWS 


HUMAN    NATURlSSs^ 


TAKEN 

From  LIFE   and    MANNERS, 
Foreign  and  Domeftic. 

■  Cur  tamen  hos  tu 

Evafifle  putes,  quod  diri  confcia  fafti 
Mens  habet  attonitos,  et  furdo  verbere  caedit, 
Occultum  quatiente  animo  tortore  flagellum  ? 
Poena  autem  vehemcns,  ac  multo  faevior  illis, 
Quas  et  Caeditius  gravis  invenit  aut  fthadamantbus, 
No&e  dieque  fuum  geftare  in  pe&ore  teftem.  Juv. 

IN    TWO    VOLUMES. 
^  V  O  L.    II. 
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.       CHAP.    IX 

/ 

Les  paffions  le  plus  violentes  nous  laiflent  ■  quclquefois 
*  du  relache;  mars  la  vanite  nous  agitc  toujours. 

v  ROCHEFOUCAULT. 

ZE  L  U  C  O,  who  was  of  a  moft  fuf- 
picious  temper,  now  imagined  that 
Father  Pedro  a&ed  in  concert  with  Ma- 
dame de  Seidlits,  and  that  the  defperate 
ftate  of  her  affairs  had  produced  an. alter- 
ation in  the  fentiments  of  her  daughter, 
of  which  they  had  informed  him,-that  he 
might  pufli  a  renewal  of  the  propofal  of 
marriage  without  delay. — He  thought  alfo 
that  the  Monk's  zeal  had  made  him  over- 
flioot  his  commiflion,  by  imprudently  men- 
tioning the  circumftance  of  the  falq  of  the 
A  2  jewels; 
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jewels ;  for  he  was  convinced,  that  one  rda- 
fon  for  their  wifhing  to  have  the  ceremony 
fpeedily  concluded,  was  to  prevent  .this  atod 
other  proofs  of  their  poverty  from  appear- 
ing. As  he  now  believed,  therefore,  that 
it  was  in  his  power  to  obtain  Laura  in  mar- 
riage whenever  he  pleafed,  that  very  con- 
vidlion  acting  on  his  capricious  and  vicious 
difpofition,  di (inclined  him  to  it,  and  de- 
termined him  to  renew  his  original  fcheme 
of  fedu&ion,  which  he  flattered  himfelf  the 
diftrefles  of  poverty,  joined  to  the  credit  of 
'  his  late  exploit,  would  greatly  facilitate. 
Laura,  though  unacquainted  with  the  dis- 
agreeable accounts  which  her  mother  had 
received  from  Germany,  or  with  the  exa£t 
ftate  of  the  circumftances  in  which  fhe  had 
been  left  by  her  father,  knew  in  general 
that  they  were  narrow,  and  therefore  would 
have  been  pleafed  with  a  more  fevere  fyftem 
of  ceconomy  than  was  agreeable  to  her 
mother.  A  knowledge  of  this  was  one 
reafon  why  Madame  de  Seidlits  had  always 
reprefented  their  fituation  in  the  moft  fa- 
vourable light  to  her  daughter* 

This 
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This  young  lady,  notwithftanding  the 
admiration  (he  never  failed  to  excite,  was 
by  no  means  fond  of  appearing  often  in 
public.  For  what  are  called  public  amufe- 
ments,  (he  had  but  a  very  moderate  relifh ; 
and  flood  in  no  need  of  them  as  a  re- 
four  ce  for  paffing  her  time. 

She  had  fuch  a  tafte  for  reading,  as  af- 
forded a  very  pleafing  fource  of  entertain- 
ment and  improvement  to  her  mind,  with- 
out inclining  her  to  defpife  or  negled  other 
occupations  becoming  her  age  and  fex.  Her 
natural  good  fenfe,  tafte  and  accomplifh- 
ments,  while  they  rendered  her  indepen- 
dent of  company,  made  her  more  enter- 
taining in  it ;  without  being  over-refer  ved, 
nothing  could  be  more' modeft  'than  her 
deportment;  and  very  few  women  pof- 
fcffed  the  talent  of  converting  in  a  more 
eafy  and  agreeable  manner.  Her  mind 
being  undifturbed  by  paffion,  ferene  through 
innocence,  naturally  cheerful,  and  eafily 
amufed,  (he  could  have  lived  happy  ip  a 
very  limited  fociety,  and  in  the  delightful 
A  *3  occupation 
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occupation  of  promoting  her  mother's  hap- 
pinefs,  and  that  of  all  around  her. 

Madame  de  Seidlits  was  fomewhat  of  a 
different  character:  although  Laura  was  the 
warmeft  obje&  of  her  affe&ion,  yet  (he 
flood  in  need  of  amufements,  and  hid  a 
-tafte  for  a  greater  (hare  of  elegant  fupen- 
fluities  than  her  revenue ,  could  fupply. 
Had  fhe  conformed  heifetf  exa&ly  to  hdr 
daughter's  tafte,  they  could  have  lived  free 
from  debt  upon  the  penfion  and  intereft  of 
the  money  left  by  her  hufband ;  but  as  (he 
often  followed  her  own,  they  muft  have 
been  embarraflfed  in  a  ihort  time,  even  al- 
though  their  banker's  failure  had  not  hap- 
pened. 

The  particular  article  -of  expence  which 
gave  Laura  moft  uneafinefs,  was  what  re- 
garded her  drefs.  Her  own,  taffe  in  drefs 
was  elegantly  fimplc,  and,  in  her,  was  fo 
becoming,  that  all  who  beheld  her,  were  of 
opinion  that  additional  ornament  would 
t$nd  to  diminifh  the  luftre  of  her  beauty ; 
yet  when  in  compliance  with  her  mother's 

^  tafte 
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taftc  (he  adopted  ornaments  to  the  height 
of  the  mode,  the  fame  beauty  (hone  con- 
fpicuous  through  alt  the  variations,  and  in 
fptte  of  the  extravagances  of  fafhion. 

While  Madame  de  Seidlits  endeavoured 
to  affume  the '  appearance  of  ferenity  and 
cheerfulnefs  before  Laura,  (he  could  not 
refift  a  real  depreflion  of  fpirits.  She  faw 
the  neceffity  of  narrowing  .the  limited  plan 
of  expence  (he  had  with  difficulty  hitherto 
followed,  and  was  uncertain  ^whether  any 
fyftem  of  (Economy  would  relieve  her  from 
a  fpecies  of  diftrefs  which  her  fpirit  could 
ill  fupport,  and  which  (he  felt  with  keener 
anguilh  on  Laura's  account — who  in  reality 
could  have  fupported  the  misfortune  which 
was  fo  carefully  concealed  from  her  infi- 
nitely better  than  her  mother. 

Meanwhile,  Zeluco  vifited  Madame  de 
Seidlits  with  mod  affiduous  punctuality* 
and  was  always  received  with  a  cordial  wel- 
come. He  faw  the  dejection  of  Madame 
de  Seidlits,  and  the  anxiety  of  Laura,  with 
fecret  fatisfa&ion  and  apparent  concern; 
he  imputed  both^jp  the  diftrefs  of  their 
A  4  circum- 
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circurnftances,'  and  was  in  daily  expecta- 
tion that  Madame  de  Seidlits  would  apply 
to  him  for  relief,  which  he  imagined 
would  entitle  him  to  ftill  greater  familia- 
rity in  the  family,  involve  her  in  repeated 
obligations  to  himfelf,  and  finally  termi- 
nate in  the  fvccefs  of  his  bafe  defigns  upon 
the  honour  of  Laura. 

Zeluco's  paffion  was  of  the  groffeft  na- 
ture ;  he  called  it  love,  but  with  more  pro- 
priety, even  at  its  height,  it  might  have 
been  denominated  hatred ;  it  was  entirely 
felfifh,  unconne&ed  with  fentiment,  or  the 
happioefs  of  its  obje& ;  even  in  the  midft 
of  defire,  he  felt  refcntment  againft  Laura, 
for  the  negle£t  and  indifference  which  fhe 
had  evinced  towards  him. 

He  took  every  opportunity,  when  he 
found  Madame  de  Seidlits  alone,  of  infx- 
nuating  a  defire  of  obliging  her,  and  la- 
mented* with  mildnefs  and  much  refped:, 
that  fhe  was  fo  referved,  and  feemed  un- 
willing even  in  the  fmalleft  inftance  to  give 
him  the  pleafure  of  being  of  fervice  to  her. 

He  fometimes,  on  Madame  de  Seidlits 
being  called  out,  was  left  for  a  few  minutes 

with 
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with  Laura ;  to  her  he  exprefled  the  moft 
tender  concern  for  her  mother's  health, 
"which  he  dreaded  was  hot  fo  good  as 
ufual;  was  afraid  of  fome  concealed  an- 
guifh,  cither  in  her  body  or  mind,  and  with 
the  moll  infinuating  folicitude  begged  to 
know  whether  Laura  fufpe&ed  what  it 
was ;  not  that  he  prefumed  to  make  too 
particular  an  inquiry,  only  in  general,  whe- 
ther fhe  did  not  fufpedt  that  her  mother  had 
fome  fecret  affli&ion,  and  whether  it  was 
bodily  or  mental.*' 

Laura's  anfwers  on  all  fuch  occafions 
imported,  c<  that  (be  hoped  he  was  mif- 
taken  in  imagining  that  any  thing  particu- 
lar difturbed  her  mother;  but  even  if  it  were 
fo,  (he  (hould  be  cautious  of  prying  into 
what  her  parent  judged  proper  to  conceal/* 

In  the  mean  while,  Madame  de  Seidlits 
flattered  herfelf  that  Laura  began  to  view 
Zeluco  with  more  favourable  eyes  than 
formerly,  and  entertained  hopes  that  {he 
would  at  length  confenl  to  his  propofals  : 
(he  was  determined  however  to  leave  her 
to  herfelf,  and  adhere  to  the  promife  {he 

had 
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had  given,  never  to  Tolicit  her  on  the  fub* 
]e&.  But  {he  found  means,  without  ap- 
parent defigrt,  of  leaving  them  together 
frequently,  for  a  coniiderabte  fpaceof  time, 
in  the  expedation  that  he  would  gradually 
ftrengthen  Laura's  difpofition  in  his  favour, 
and  feize  fome  happy  occafion  of  renewing 
his  fuit,  for  the  fuccefs  of  which  fhe  was 
more  anxious  than  ever. 

The  idea  that  Laura,  whom  (he  juftly 
thought  formed  for  adding  luftre  to  the 
higheft  and  mod  brilliant  rank  of  life, 
fhouid  undergo  the  mortifications  of  po- 
verty, was  what  fhe  could  bear  with  lefs 
firmnefs,  than  the  thought,  horrid  as  it  was, 
of  mortifications  of  the  fame  nature  occur- 
ring to  herfelf.  Here  Madame  de  Seidlit9 
fell  into  a  very  general  error,  and  to  which 
•  parents  are  peculiarly  liable,  in  the  efta- 
blifhing  of  their  children  in  iriarriage.  Her 
daughter's  happinefs,  not  her  own,  was 
what  fhe  had  chiefly  in  view;  but  in  efti- 
xnating  this,  her  own  ideas  of  happinefs, 
not  her  daughter's,  were  what  (he  chiefly 
confidered. 

Laura 
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Laura  had  remarked  fpme  appearance  of 
dejedion  in  her  mother's  fpirits,  before  it 
was  hinted  to  her  by  Zeluco ;  but  had  not 
made  any  inquiry  about  the  caufe,  partly 
becaufe  flie  hoped  it  proceeded  from  no 
caufe  of  importance,  and  partly  for  the 
reafon  the  had  given  to  Zeluco. 

She  had  remarked  that  her  mother,  had 
lefs  deje&ion  in  Zeluco's  company  than 
when  he  was  not  prefent ;  on  this  account 
the  herfelf  was  pleafed  with  his  vifits  ;  (he 
thought  herfelf  under  great  obligations  to 
him,  and  in  confequence  of  thefe  fenti- 
ments,  the  whoje  of  her  conduit  was  fo 
much  altered,  that  he  became  perfuaded  not 
only  that  her  former  prejudices  were  over- 
come,  but  that  the  had  conceived  a  great  par- 
tiality for  him..  He  was  much  lefs  furprifed 
at  this,  than  he  had  been  formerly  at  her 
having  viewed  him  with  indifference;  which 
his  vanity  never  permitted  him  to  think 
was  natural,,  but  rather  the  artificial  off- 
spring of  Signora  Sporza's  malice.  But  (he 
being  now  at  a  diftance,  he  fondly  believed 
that  his  perfonal  accomplifhments  began  to 
6  ♦        operate 
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operate  the  fame  effed  on  the  heart  of  Laura, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  they  ufually  did  on 
the  hearts  of  women  of  fenfibility  and  dif- 
cernment. 

Madame  de  Seidlits  had  for  fome  time 
expefted  letters  from  a  friend  ^t  Berlin, 
who  had  engaged  to  write  to  her  the  real 
ftate  of  her  banker's  affairs,  and  how  much 
he  would  be  able  to  pay  his  creditors,  as 
foon  as  the  truftees  appointed  for  that  bu- 
finefs  fliould  make  their  report.  Several 
pofts  had  already  arrived  fince  the  time 
when  4he  expected  this  account,  without 
her  having  received  any  letter  on  afubjeft 
which  interefted  her  fo  much.  She  was 
fitting  one  day  with  Laura,  when  the  fer- 
vant  returned  from  the  poft-office,  and 
told  her  there  were  no  foreign  letters  for 
her.  She  could  not  help  di (covering  marks 
of  difappointment  and  vexation. — "  I  am 
fure  my  dear  mother,"  faid  Laura,  u  will 
let  me  know,  as  foon  as  it  is  fit  I  fliould 
know,  what  it  is  which  gives  her  uneafi- 
nefs." — "  Being  difappointed  wheti  I  am 
in  expectation  of  letters  from  my  diftant 

frienda 
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friends  always  vexes  me,  my ,  dear,"  faid 
Madame  de  Seidlits :  **  I  cannot  help  it." 

"  I  hope  you  will  have  agreeable  ac- 
counts foon,"  faid  Laura. 

u  I  hope  I  (hall,  my  dear,"  replied  Ma- 
dame de  Seidlits,  with  a  figh ;  and  dire&ly 
fell  into  a  fit  of  mufing,  which  brought 
tears  into  the  eyes  of  Laura,  who  turned 
to  the  window,  that  they  might  not  be  ob- 
ferved  by  her  mother. 

Zeluco  was  introduced. — The  face  of 
Madame  de  Seidlits  brightened,  and  flie  re- 
ceived him  with  cheerfulnefs  and  every 
mark  of  regard.  The  heart  of  Laura,  who 
perceived  the  immediate  efFe&  his  prefence 
had  on  her  mother,  throbbed  with  warmer 
gratitude  and  good-will  towards  him,  than  > 
even  when  he  delivered  her  from  the  fup- 
pofed  robbers. 

A  female  acquaintance  of  Madame  dc 
Seidlits  at  this  inftant  called  on  her. 

"  You  are  low-fpirited  of  late,"  faid  (he 
to  Madame  de  Seidlits,  "  and  keep  the 
houfe  too  much  ?  I  am  come  to  carry  you 
into  the  frefh  air  for  a  couple  of  hours/' 

"  I 
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fl  t  beg  you  will  go,"  faid  Laura  eagerly  i 

to  her  mother ;  "  you  really  have  been  too  | 
much  confined*" 

ff  I  will  with  pleafure,  my  dear/'  faid  I 

Madame  de  Seidlits.*— €i  You  will  enter  tain  j 
Signor  Zeluco,  while  he  chufes  to  ftay«M 
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•Refcrve  with  franknefs,  art  with  truth  .ally'd, 
Courage  with  foftnefs,  modcfty  with  pride.     Pops. 

"1X7 HEN  Madame  de  Seidlits  and  her 
friend  had  driven  away,  Laura 
afked  Zeluco,  whether  he  chofe  to  hear  an 
air  on  the  harpfichord  ?  He  anfwered,  he 
ftiould  prefer  it  to  any  concert,  provided 
{he  would  accompany  it  with  her  voice. 

She  played  and  fung  a  lively  air.  This 
did  not  exadty  fuit  Zeluco,  who  wifhed  to 
make  fertous  and  very  pathetic:  love  to  her ; 
he  could  not  avoid,  however,  praifing  the 
tune/  and  the  execution. 

*'  Since  that  air  is  to  your  tafte,  Signor," 
faid  Laura,  who  Was  highly  ple*fed  with 
him  on  account  of  the  good  effeft  his  vjfit 
produced  on  her  mother,  "  I  will  play  an- 
other in  the  fame  ftyle/' 

"  You 
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*€  You  play  like  an  angel — and  are  an 
angel,"  cried  Zeluco. 

"  Do  angels  deal  in  mufic  of  this  fort?" 
{aid  Laura,  running  over  the  keys  with 
infinite  rapidity,  and  finging  a  very  gay 
air. 

Zeluco  being  perfuaded  that  he  had  been 
left  by  the  mother  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  renewing  his  propofal  to  the 
daughter,  and  that  ihe  herfelf  had,  for 
fome  time,  expe&ed  this  with  impatience; 
he  conftrued  her  gaiety  into  a  defire  of 
captivating  him,  and  meditated  how  to  ad- 
drefs  her  in  terms  expreffive  of  love,  with- 
out conveying  any  idea  of  matrimony.  He 
dreaded  any  hint  of  that  kind,  and  im- 
puted her  frank  and  obliging  behaviour  to 
a  difpofition  in  L^ura,  of  which  he  deter- 
mined to  take  the  advantage. 

Having  finiftied  the  air,  and  perceiving 
that  Zeluco  was  grave  and  penfive;  (he 
faid,  with  a  fweetnefs  of  voice  and  manner 
which  would  have  turned  a  lefs  determined 
villain  from  his  purpofe,  <c  You  do  not 
feem  to  relifh  this  fo  much,  Signor  ? 3 

'•  I 
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*c  1  relifh,"  cried  he,  "  every  thing  you 
do,  and  everything  you  fays  and  beg  to 
be  heard  on  a  fubjeft  of  infinite  importance 
to  my  happinefs." 

"  You  have  a  right,  Signor,  to  expe& 
to  be  heard  by  me  on  any  fubjedt  which 
you  yourfelf  have  not  agreed  to  avoid/' 
faid  Laura,  with  a  fotemd  and  ferious  air, 
which  the  impaffioned  manner  in  which  he 
had  fpoken  obliged  her  to  affume. 

Although  Zeluco  was  a  little  fiirprifed 
at  the  furtden  alteration  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  features  of  Laura,  he  refum- 
ed  his  rapturous  tone :  "  How  can  I  avoid 
expreffing  my  admiration  of  beauty  fo  an- 
gelic?" cried  he,  throwing  himfelf  on  his 
•    knee,  and  attempting  to  feize  her  band. 

f<  Whatever  you  have  to  fay,  Signor," 
faid  Laura,  withdrawing  her  hand,  and 
fpeaking  with  firmnefs  and  dignity,  "  you 
will  certainly  fpeak  more  at  your  own  eafe, 
&nd  to  my  fatisfa&ion,  by  keeping  your 
feat." 

•    4<  Hear  me,  Madam,"  faid  Zeluco,  em- 
barraffed  and  overawed. 

Vol.  IL  B  «  i  will 
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"  I  will  hear  nothing,"  replied  (he, 
«•  whilfe  you  continue  in  that  pofture; — it 
is  too  ridiculous." 

Zeluco  rofe. — cc  Now,  Sir,"  faid  flic, 
€t  what  have  you  to  fay  ?" 

"  I  am  much  concerned,  Madam,"  re- 
famed  he,  hefitating,  and  entirely  driven 
from  his  purpofe  ; 4<  I  am  forry,  I  fay,  that 
1  have  offended  you  ; —  but  I  really  flatter- 
ed myfelf,  that  after  the  marks  of  regard 
which  I  had  the  good  fortune  to— but  thofe 
arc  trifles,— My  efteem  and  regard  are  un- 
bounded,— and  the  honour  I  propofed, — 
that  is,  the  happinefs  of  calling  you  mine 
—My  fortune,  my  life,  I  confider  as  no- 
thing—that ift,  I  mean,  when  put  in  com- 
petition*"—In  this  incoherent  manner  he 
went  on,  without  knowing  what  he  faid. 

There  is  a  dignity  and  elevation  in  vir- 
tue which  overawes  the  mod  daring  pro- 
fligate. .No  man  of  fenfe,  however  free 
in  his  morals,  ever  attempted  a  woman, 
till  he  imagined  that  (he  had  fome  inclina- 
tion he  fhould.  Let  him  ufe  what  delicate 
terms  he  pleafes,  to  what  purpofe  can  he 

be 
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befuppofed  to  jexprek  his  (Mpti*/i(hes,  if 
l\e  dqes  not  fufpeft  th^t  fte  Jij^s  the  fame 
withes  with  hirafelf  ?  This  is  the  true  point 
.of  vieyr  in  wjiioh  \yomep  ought  ,to  con-  t 
fider  ^ddreffes  of  thU  nature — In  what 
other  point  of  vi&w  <#a  they  be  confuler- 
ed  ?  $>  .woman  is  ibljcited  to  grant  what 
di  (honours  herfe.lf.  Well,  her  folicitor, 
if  he  is  not  a  fool,  will  not,  in  conference* 
expert  'that  {he  will  floop  to  this  without 
a  motive,  or  merely  to  pleafe  him.  What 
then  does  he  expedt  ?  Why,  that  ihe  will 
content  to  plea,fe  herfelf. 

The  coolnefs  and  modeft  ^dignity  of 
Lauras  manner  gave  at  once  fuch  a  check 
to  Zeluco,  that  he  did  not  difcover  his 
aim.  She  faw  only  his  embarraffmeflt, 
which  (he  imputed  to  his  being  confeious 
of  having  broken  the  engagement  which 
he  had  .entered  into,  not  to  renew  his  pro- 
pofal  of  marriage ;  for,  although  (he  had 
been  furprifed,  and  difpleafed  with  .the 
manner  in  which  he  had  addreffed  her, 
yet  ihe  never  once  fufpeded  his  real 
fcheme. 

B  a  Willing, 
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Willing,  therefore,  to  relieve  his  con- 
fufion,  and  to  be  quite  certain  of  what  he 
meant ;  (he,  with  a  milder  afped,  addrefled 
him  in    thefe    words  :    "  Sigrior  Zeluco, 
I  wifh  to  know  whether  I  am  to  conftrue 
what  you  fay  into  a  renewal  of  your  for- 
mer propofal/* — Although  confeious  that 
(he  miftook  his  intention,  he  anfwered  her 
queftion  by  a  bow.— 4<  Then/'  refumed 
flie,  €i  l  muft  repeat  what  I  formerly  de- 
clared on  that  occafion.    I  am  truly  fen- 
fible  of  the   honour  which  your  opinion 
does  me.     I  fhould  be  happy  to  have  any 
proper  opportunity  of  (hewing  the  fenfe 
.  of  obligation  which  I  have  for  thp  gene- 
rous fervices  which  you  rendered  me.  You 
are  entitled  to  my  lading  gratitude — more 
is  not  in  my  power  to  beftow;— and  grati- 
tude alone  would,  in  a  wife,  be  a  poor 
return  for  the  generous  love  you  profefs. 
After  this  avowal,  and  declaring  with  the 
fame   breath,"  continued   (he,  "  that  the 
propofals  you  made,  in   point  of  libera- 
lity, exceed   my  utmoft  wiflb,   it   is  evi- 
dent, that  my  reafon  for  declining  them 

is 
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is  of  a  nature  not  to  be  overcome,  and 
ought  therefore  to  be  an  obftacle  of  as 
great  weight  with  you  as  it  is  with  me. 
Indeed,  if  I  had  not  been  perfuaded  that 
it  had  at  length  appeared  fo  in  your  eyes, 
I  fhould  have  taken  care  to  avoid  any  oc- 
cafion  for  an  explanation,  equally  dif- 
agreeable  for  you  to  hear,  and  me  to  re- 
peat." 

Having  faid  this,  flie  withdrew  to  an- 
other room,  and  left  Zeluco  fo  much  fur- 
prifed  and  confounded,  that  he  remained 
fixed  to  the  fpot  for  fome  minutes  be- 
fore he  recovered  prefence  of  mind  fuf- 
ficient  to  return  to  his  own  houfe. 

He  was  now  convinced,  that  all  his 
conje&ures  were  erroneous,  and  that,  not- 
withftanding  domeftic  diftreffes,  fo  far 
from  having  any  defign  upon  him,  Laura 
was  determined  never  to  accept  of  him  as 
a  hufband.  He  had  not  pondered  long  on 
this,  till,  in  proportion  as  his  fears  of 
lofing  her  augmented,  his  defire  to  marry 
her  increafed,  and  before  the  enfuing 
'morning  he  would  have  purchafed  at  the 
B  3  higheft 
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higheff  price  that  very  fituatioft  which, 
the  day  before,  he  dreaded  being  drawn 
into,  and  had  determined  to  ufe  all  his  ad-* 
drefs  to  avoid. 

He  plainly  perceived,  that  her  reafon 
for  refufing  him  proceeded  from  diflikes 
but  although  this  convi&ion  rankled  in  his 
bread  with  the  fevereft  angqifh,  he  could 
not  refufe  his  admiration  of  the  delicacy 
and  propriety  of  her  fentiments,  the  can- 
dour and  dignity  with  which  they  were 
expreffed ;  while  the  beauty  and  elegance 
of  her  face  and  perfon  never  h^d  appeared 
jnore  attractive. 
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Nunc  animtun  picUs,  maternaque  nooiina  frangurut. 

OVw>. 

rJE  now  regretted  the  language  he  had 
held  to  Father  Pedro,  and  refolded  to 
"renew  his  confederacy  with  him  on  the 
bafis  on  which  it  had  formerly  flood,  re-  * 
folving,  at  the  fame  time,  that  in  one  flxape 
or  other  (he  (hould  be  bis,  whatever  dan- 
ger or  guilt  might  attend  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  his  defires. 

Ever  finice  their  laft  converfation,  Fa- 
ther Pedro  had  kept  a  watchful  eye  upon 
Zeluco,  being  fufpicious  that  he  meditated 
ifome  defign  upon  Laura  which  he  durft 
not  avow.  Thefe  fufpicions  he  intended 
to  communicate  to  Madame  de  Seidlits, 
but  be  w*s  prevented  by  Zeluco's  intreat- 
iog  him  to  renew  the  matrimonial  treaty. 
He  endeavoured  to  give  flame  ,plaufible 
B  4  reafon 
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reafon  fojr  his  former  behaviour,  and  Pedro 
was  too  well  pleafed  with  his  prefent  difpo- 
fition  to  criticife  with  much  fcverity  his 
late  conduS.  But  he  was  fiacerely  forry 
that  Laura  feemed  fo  determined,  to  rejeft  a 
me^fure  which,  in  his  eyes,  appeared  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
her  mother's  circumftances. 

He  again  fpoke  to  Madame  de  Seidlits 
on  the  fubjed  of  Zeluco's  addrefles  to  Laura, 
enumerating  the  advantages  that  wojild 
refult  to  herfelf,  as  well  a6  to  her  daughter, 
from  this  alliance. 

Madame  de  Seidlits  thanked  him  for  the 
intereft  he  feemed  to  take  in  her  family, 
adding,  <c  That  perhaps  (he  faw  the  ad- 
vantages of  fuch  an  alliance  in  the  fame 
light  that  he  did,  and  had  ftronger  reafon s 
than  he  was  acquainted  with,  for  wi(hing 
that  Laura  were  of  the  fame  way  of  think- 
ing. But  having  the  moft  complete  con- 
vi&ion  of  the  good  fenfe,  virtuous  inclina- 
tions, and  dutiful  difpofition  of  her  daugh- 
ter, to  whom  her  approbation  of  Zeluco 
was  perfedly  known  ;  (he  was  refolved  to 

adhere 
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adhere  to  her  engagement,  not  to  prefs  her 
farther  on  that  fubjedh  There  never  was 
one  human  creature,  Father/'  continued 
(he,  i4  who  had  a  ftronger  defire  to  oblige 
'another,  than  Laura  has  to  oblige  me  ;  fhe 
knows  that  few  things  could  give  me  fo 
much  pleafure  as  her  confenting  to  marry 
him ;  yet  fhe  continues  to  rejedt  him. 
What  can  this  proceed  from  but  a  rooted 
diflike?  Whether  this  be  well  or  ill  founded, 
it  would  equally  render  her  miferable  to  be 
united  to  a  perfon  fhe  fo  diflikes;  and  it 
would  be  the  height  of  cruelty  in  me  to 
exert  maternal  influence  in  fuch  a  caufe." 

Father  Pedro  faid,  4i  He  feared  that 
Laura  facrificed  her  happinefs  to  an  ill- 
grounded  prejudice.,> 

"  She  fhall,  at  leaft,  not  facrifice  it  to 
piy  importunity,'*  replied  Madame  de  Seid- 
lits. 

The  efforts  which  Madame  de  Seidlits 
was  obliged  to  make,  to  conceal  the  bad 
flate  of  her  affairs  from  Laura,  to  appear 
cheerful  while  in  reality  fhe  was  fad,  and  to 
adhere  to  her  promife  and  refolution  of 
12  giving 
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giving  no  hint  to  her  daughter  in  favour  of 
Zeluco,  hurt  her  health ;  {he  loft  her  ap- 
petite, grew  thin,  and  uncommonly  pale: 
when  any  body  took  notice  of  this,  by  an 
affe&ed  cheerfulnefs,  and  by  affertions 
which  her  whole  appearance  contradicted, 
{he  rendered  her  illnefs  more  vifible  and 
more  affc&ing.  . 
*  "  Alas  !  Madam,"  faid  Laura,  "  why 
will  you  conceal  the  caufe  of  your  illnefs  ?" 

u  I  am  not  ill,"  replied  fhe,  with  a 
fickly  fmile. 

<4  Let  this  be  decided/*  faid  Laura,  u  by 
a  phyfician." 

44  Indeed,  my  dear,  a  phyfician  could 
be  of  no  fervice  to  me/'  , 

€i  I  am  certain  you  are  not  well — you 
are  always  forrowful." 

•"  Can  phyficians  cure  forrow  ?" 

€i  You  have  then  fome  fecret  forrow," 
cried  Laura,  catching  at  her  mother's  lad 
cxprefiion,  as  if  it  bad  been  an  avowal.— 
44  Tell  me — O  tell  me  the  caufe  of  your 
*fHi&ion  j  —  confide  -in  me  j  —  truft  your 
kanra." 

•f  I  do 
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c<  I  do  confide  in  you,  my  beloved  girl; 
—I  could  truft  my  foul  with  you; — but 
you  alarm  yourfelf  without  a  caufe. — I  am 
happy,  my  love,  in  your  affedion  and 
goodnefs/' 

Laura  could  not  refrain  from  tears  at 
thefe  expreffions  of  her  mother,  but  find- 
ing that  fhe  declined  to  ^knowledge  the 
>  caufe  of  her  uneafinefs,  fhe  preffed  her 
no  farther  :  perceiving,  however,  that  her 
mother's  dejedtion  of  fpirits  continued,  and 
that  fhe  became  more  and  more  emaci-' 
ated,  the  young  lady  was  at  laft  fo  greatly 
alarmed,  that  fhe  communicated  her  fears 
to  Father  Pedro,  in  treating  his  counfeh 

Hitherto  he  had  abftained  from  the  fub- 
je£t,  in  expectation  that  Laura  would  adopt 
.  this  very  meafure. 

11  I  have  been  as  uneafy  as  you  can  be, 
my  dear  daughter,  at  the  vifible  alteration 
in  your  mother's  fpirits  and  health ;  and 
obferving  that  fhe  avoided  giving  any  rea- 
fon  for  it,  I  could  not  help  endeavouring, 
by  every  means  I  could  think  of,  to  dif- 
Cover  whether  fhe  had  received  any  news 

to 
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to  difturb  her,  or  what  the  caufe  of  fuch 
deje&ion  could  be,  that  *very  poflible  me- 
thod might  be  tried  for  its  removal." 

"  And  have  you  difcovered  the  caufe  V9 
cried  Laura,  impatiently. 

Father  Pedro  had  heard  of  the  failure 
of  the  banker; -he  began  by  informing  her 
of  what  he  had  learned  on  that  head. 

Laura  was  in  fome  degree  relieved  by 
this  account ;  her  imagination  had  figured 
fomething  worfe:  (he  dreaded  that  fome 
difeafe  of  an  incurable  nature  affli&ed  her 
mother,  which,  out  of  tendernefs  to  her 
daughter,  fhe  concealed. 

cc  The  diftrefs  which  this  man's  mif- 
fortune  brings  will  be  temporary,"  faid 
(he  j  u  he  will  furely  pay  fome  proportion, 
if  not  the  whole,  of  his  debts.  .  My  mother 
feels  the  prefent  inconveniency  more  on 
my  account  than  her  own.  I  will  fhew 
her  how  light  it  fits  on  my  mind,  and  how 
cheerfully  I  can  conform  to  any  circum- 
ftances— The  king's  penfion  remains— the 
houfe  here,  and  the  farm,  remain— A  little 
time  will  make  my  mother  forget  this  lofe; 

fhe 
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die  will  recover  her  health,   and  I  fhall 
again  be  happy/' 

The  Father  then  mentioned  the  clrcum- 
ftance  of  felling  the  jewels. 

This  affedted  Laura  at  firft,  becaufe  it 
was  a  proof  of  her  mother's  immediate 
diftrefs ;  but  foon  after,  (he  faid,  ((  I  am 
glad  of  it,  it  will  put  her  at  her  eafe  for 
fome  time  at  lead, — perhaps  till  the  banker 
is  able  to  pay  part  of  what  he  owes.  I 
am  much  happier,  Father,  than  I  was  be- 
fore I  knew  the  whole  fource  of  my  dear 
mother's  low  fpirits."    * 

"  I  wifli/'  faid  the  Father,  *  this  were 
the  whole/' 

"  O !  merciful  Heaven !"  cried  Laura  j  . 
"  What !  is  there  more  ?" 

"  Shall  I  fpeak,"  faid  Pedro,  "  my  real 
fentiments  ?" 

c<  Yes,  certainly/1  cried  Laura,  trembling. 

€€  Without  any  cover  or  difguife?"added  he. 
•  •■  I  did  not  think  you  had  ever  ufed 
any,"  faid  Laura. 

€t  When  we  are  obliged  to  blame  thofe 

we  love/'  refumed  he,  "  it  is  natural  to  do 

it  in  the  mildeft  manner." 

«  If 
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a  If  I  have    failed  in  my  duty  to  my 
mother,  ufe  the  fevereft,"  laid  Laura. 

The  Monk   then   reminded  her,  That 
her  mother  had  always  entertained  a  fa- 
vourable oputfon  of  Signor  Zeluco,  Which 
tad  been  confirmed  and  augmented  by  time 
and  more  intimate  acquaintance :  that  (he 
had  heard  hi9  propofal  of  marriage  with 
great  fatisfa&ion,  for  few  things  are  mdre 
: agreeable  to  a  prudent  and  affectionate  mo- 
ther, than  to  fee  her  daughter  united  in 
marriage  wkh  a  man  deferving  her  efteem: 
that  on  finding  her  daughter's  ideas  differ- 
ent from  hei^B  on  *hie  fubjeft,  (he  had  fa- 
crificed  her  own,  and  with  a   generofity 
which  few  parents  poflefs,  had  never  again 
given  her  a  hint  on  the  fubjedt ;  but  it  was 
even  then  pretty  evident  the  facrifice  had 
coft  her  a  good  deal :  that  Zeluco's  gallant 
behaviour  fince  that  time,  and  the  very  im- 
portant fervice  he  had  rendered  her,  had 
#  renewed  and  fharpened  her  mother's  ori- 
gipal  wiflies,  that  fo  deferving  a  man  were 
as  agreeable  to  her  daughter  as  to  herfelf, 
and  probably  had  infpired  her  with  frefb 
5  hopea 
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hopes  that  his  conduct  would  produce  that 
effett  on  fuch  a  generous  and  grateful  heart 
as  Laura's:  that  being  difap pointed  in  thefc 
flattering  expectations  at  a  moment  when 
her  own  private  affairs  we*e  fo  much  de- 
ranged, had>  he  feared,  corroded  the  bread 
of  Madame  de  Seidlits,  and  was  the  true 
caufe  of  all  her  inquietude;  for  fhe  was 
endued  with  that  noble  and  exalted  affec- 
tion which  inclined  her  to  he  ready  to  com- , 
municate  to  her  daughter  the  largeft  por- 
tion of  all  her  comforts,  and  endeavour  to 
keep  to  herfelf  the   whole  of  what   was 
painful  in  their  common  lot,  as  appeared 
confpicuous  in  her  concealing  from  Laura 
the  bankruptcy  which  fo  cruelly  affeSed 
their  circumftanees,  and  allowing  the  whole 
vexation  of  that  unexpeded  misfortune  to 
prey  upon  her  own  fpirits,  and  undermine 
her  health* 

Here  the  Father  paufed,  to  give  Laura  an 
opportunity  of  fpeaking ;  but  perceiving 
that  (he  kept  her  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground, 
and  feemed  unable  to  make  any  reply,  he 
added,  "  That,  upon  the  whole,   it  was 

very 
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very  difficult  for  him  to  offer  any  advice* 
or  point  out  a  remedy  ;  becaufe,  he  ac- 
knowledged that  Laura's  tafte,  even  her 
prejudices,  ought  to  have  weight  in  the 
choice  of  a  hufband,  and  that  it  would  be 
hard  to  blame  her  for  indulging  them.  He 
would  not  venture  to .  aflert,  that  religion 
required  hfcr  to  facrifice  them,  as  Provi- 
dence certainly  might,  if  it  thought  pro- 
per, find  other  means  of  preferving  the 
health  of  her  mother ;  and  might,  in  its 
own  good  time,  free  that  worthy  woman 
from  her  prefent  difficulties,  and  prevent 
her  future  life  from  being  imbittered  with 
penury,  which  her  elegant  tafte  and  li- 
beral difpofition  could  fo  ill  endure." 

<l  Father/'  faid  Laura,  whofe  eyes  were 
now  overflowing,  <c  I  am  unable  at  prefent  • 
to  converfe  with  you, — leave  me  to  myfefrf, 
—I  will,  if  I  can,  talk  with  you  more  fully 
to- morrow  morning,*' — They  parted/ 
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Falllt  te  incautam  pietas  tua.— •  ViR&* 

i 
T  AURA  continued  refle&ing  on  every 
.thing  that  the  Monk  had  faid  and 
infinuated — Zeluco's  dilinterefted  paffion— • 
his  kindnefs  to  her  mother— the  obligation 
he  had  laid  on  herfelf — -her  mother's  withes* 
at  firft  fo  plainly  fignified,  and  afterwards 
with  fuch  delicacy  fupprefled — her  mater- 
ial tendernefs  through  all  her  life,  par- 
ticularly difplayed  by  her  endeavour  to 
conceal  the  affair  of  ,the  jewels  and  the 
bankruptcy — and,^  finally,  the  declining 
ftate  of  her  mother's  health,  which  filled 
her  with  the  trtoft  alarming  apprehenfions* 

In  confequence  of  revolving  thofe  confix 
derations  in  her  mind,  her  diflike  to  Ze- 
luco  began  to  appear  in  her  own  eyes  an 
unreafonable    prejudice*    which   gratitude 

Vol.  II.  C  and 
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and  filial  affe&ion,  with  united  voice,  called 
upon  her  to  overcome. 

The  next  day  Laura  informed  her  mo- 
ther, that  (he  was  willing  to  beftow  her 
hand  on  Signor  Zeluco.  Joy  was  very 
ftrongly  mixed  with  the  furprife  which 
appeared  in  Madame  de  Seidlits's  counte- 
nance. Yet  (he  addrefled  Laura  in  thefe 
terms :  cc  I  defire,  my  dear,  'that  no  facri- 
fice  may  be  made  to  any  fuppofed  wifh  of 
mine  on  this  occafion ;  I  aflured  you  for- 
merly, and  I  repeat  it  now,  that  I  think  you 
have  a  full  right  in  an  affair  of  this  nature 
to  follow  your  own  inclinations/* 

Laura  replied,  That  this  alteration  of 
fentiment  had  taken  place  in  confequence 
of  her  ferious  reflexions  on  Signor  Zeluco's 
condud  to  them  both. 

Madame  de  Seidlirs  then  embracing  her 
daughter,  exprefled  her  fatisfa&ion  in  the 
moft  affe&ionate  terms;  and  communicated 
the  glad  tidings  to  Father  Pedro,  who  was 
then  entering,  and  immediately  joined  in 
Madame  de  Seidlits's  congratulations. 

Laura, 
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'  Laura,  however,  faid,  That  as  fhe  had, 
in  a  very  ferious  and  formal  manner,  re- 
fufed  Zeluco  when  he  laft  made  his* court 
to  her,  it  was  very  poffible  he  might  fince 
that  time  have  altered  his  fentiments  as 
well  as  herfelf. 

€|  That  I  can  anfwer  for,  is  not  the  cafe," 
faid  Father  Pedro. 

"  There  is  no  need  of  any  one's  anfwer- 
ing  for  it,"  faid  Madame  de  Seidlits ;  "  the 
truth  will  appear  of  itfelf.  If  Signor  Ze- 
luco does  not  fhew  as  much  ardour  as  ever 
to  obtain  my  daughter's  hand,  he  never 
fhall  obtain  it  with  my  confent." 

Laura,  fmiling,  thanked  her  mother  for 
being  fo  punctilious  where  fhe  was  con- 
cerned ;  and  faid,  She  would  explain  her- 
-felf  in  a  letter  to  Signor  Zeluco,  which 
fhe  hoped  the  Father  would  deliver  to 
him. 

Madame  de  Seidlits  obje&ed  to  her  writ- 
ing. The  Father,  fhe  faid,  might,  if  he 
pleafed,  acquaint  Signor  Zeluco,  that  her 
daughter  was  more  favourably  difpofed  to- 
C  9  wards 
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w^rds  him  than  formerly,  and  then  leave 
him  to  take  his  courfe. 

Laura  faid,  If  her  mother  would  truft 
to  herexpreffing  herfelf  with  propriety  on 
a  fubjea  of  fo  much  delicacy,  flie  would 
prefer  writing,  as  there  was  one  point  that 
required  explanation. 

€C  I  have  perfect  confidence  in  your  pru- 
dence, my  dear,"  faid  Madame  de  Seidlits ; 
ct  write  what  you  think  proper."  She 
then  left  Laura  and  Father  Pedro  together. 

Laura  dire&ly  wrote  what  follows  : 


"  Signor  Zeluco, 
"  In  the  converfation  I  lately  had  with 
you,  I  candidly  told  you  my  fentiments ; 
with  the  fame  fincerity  I  now  inform  you 
they  are  altered ;  and  that  I  am  ready  to 
accept  of  your  propofal.  It  will  hot  fur- 
prii.  me  if  fuch  apparent  levity  fhould  in- 
duce you  to  renounce  the  too  favourable 
opinion  which  you  had  of  me  ;  fhould 
that  be  the  cafe,  you  certainly  can  have 
no  fcruple  in  declaring  it. 

«  It 
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u  It  is  proper  that  I  (hould  further  in- 
form you,  that  fince  I  laft  faw  you,  1  have 
learnt  that,  by  the  failure  of  a  houfe  at 
Berlin,  great  part  of  the  money  left  by  my 
father  for  the  ufe  of  my  mother,  and  which 
would  have  eventually  come  to  me,  is,  in 
all  probability,  irrecoverably  loft. 

"  Laura  Seidlits." 

Having  fealed  this  letter,  fhe  gave  it  to 
Father  Pedro,  who  carried  it  dire&ly  to 
Zeluco,  whom  he, found  alone  in  his  gar- 
den, ruminating  a  half-digefted  plan  of  a 
very  atrocious  nature,  the  object  of  which 
was  the  pofleffion  of  Laura. 

The  Monk  announced  by  his  counte- 
nance that  he  brought  agreeable  news, 
and  delivered  to  him  Laura's  letter;  which, 
in  fpite  of  the  cold  terms  in  which  it  was 
conceived,  as  it  pointed  a  more  fpeedy  and 
fafe  road  to  the  gratification  of  his  defires, 
filled  him  with  pleafure,  and  entirely  dif- 
fipated  the  dark  and  defperate  purpofes 
over  which  his  mind  was  brooding, 

C3         *  He 


38  Z  E  L  U  C  O, 

He  told  Father  Peflro,  That  he  would 
himfelf  be  the  bearer  of  the  anfwer  to  the 
letter;  and  immediately  waited  on  Madame 
de  Seidlits  and  Laura  with  all  the  expref- 
fionsof  joy  ufual  on  fimilar  occafions. 

Froto  this  moment  there  was  a  vifible 
change  foj:  the  better  in  the  fpirits  and 
health  of  Madame  de  Seidlits ;  (he  was 
now  convinced  that  her  daughter  had  over- 
come her  groundlefs  diflike  of  Zeliico,  was 
.fecured  in  a  comfortable  and  genteel  fitu- 
ation  for  life;  of  courfe  nine-tenths  of  her 
anxiety  were  removed.  Laura  was  rejoice4 
at  the  favourable  alteration  in  her  mother, 
refle&ed  with  fatisfa&ion  on  the  efforts  (he 
herfelf  had  made  for  the  fake  of  a  parent 
whom  (he  tenderly  loved,  and  flattered  hefr 
felf  that  an  union  agreed  to  on  her  part 
from  fuch  a  pious  motive,  would  be  more' 
fortunate  than  could  naturally  tiave  been 
expeded,  confidering  the  extreme  indif- 
ference, to  call  it  by  no  ftronger  name^ 
which  fhe  felt  for  her  intended  hufband. 

Zeluco  foon  became  urgent  with  Mar 
dame  de  Seidlits  that  an  early  day  might 

be 
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be  fixed  on  for  the  marriage  ceremony ; 
faying,  that  he  would  in  xthe  mean  time 
order  the  fettkments  to  be  made  according 
to  the  terms  formerly  propofcd.     \ 

She  exprefled  a  dfefire  that  the  ceremony 
might  be  poftponed  at  leaft  till  the  return  of 
Signora  Sporza  from  Rome ;  one  reafon  of 
Zeluco's  impatience  was,  that  it  might  be 
over  before  her  return ;  dreading  a  delay, 
or  perhaps  a  total  prevention  from  that 
quarter  ;  but,  without  giving  any  hint  of 
fuch  fears,  he  earneftly  infifted  on  the  ce- 
remony's taking  place  immediately  after 
the  fettlements,  were  ready  ;  urging  that 
Signora  Sporza  would  be  mpft  agreeably 
furprifed  to  find  that  all  was  over  at  her 
retyirn ;  and  that  it  would  give  him  double 
pleafure  to  falute  her  on  their  firft  meet- 
ing, not  as  a  perfon  intended  to  be,  but 
who  a&ually  was,  his  relation.  Madame 
de  Seidlits  agreed  to  leave  it  to  Laura's  de- 
cifion,  promifing,  at  Zeluco's  requeft,  not 
to  write  to  Signora  Sporza  till  the  point 
Jhould  be  determined. 

C4  He 
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.  He  knew  that  Laura  wifhed  the  cere* 
mony  fhould  he  private  j  he  dire&ed  Far 
ther  Pedro  to  hint  to  her  that  this  would  he 
irnpoffible  after  Signora  Sporza's  returnf 
whofe  decided  tafte  for,  parade  and  oftenta- 
tion  they  all  knewt 

Laura  was  more  eafily  brought  to  agree 
to  an  early  day  than  was  expected  :  having 
already  given  her  confent ;  defpifing  all 
affe&ed  delays,  and  wifhing  to  have  every 
thing  condu&ed  with  as  much  privacy 
.as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  would  admit,  fhe 
decided  for  the  earlieft  day  that  had  been 
mentioned.  Befides  the '  motives  already 
mentioned,  there  was  another  which  influ-? 
enced  this  unfortunate  young  lady  more 
than  all  the  reft;  fhe  felt  her  original  rer 
ludance  to  any  connexion  with  Zeluco 
threatening  to  return  ;  and  fhe  wifhed  the 
ceremony  over,  that  it  might  be  no  longer 
in  her  own  power  to  fhrink  from  what 
{he  now  thought  both  her  duty  and  honour 
required  her  tq  perform. 

The 
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The  writings  were  prepared,  and  an 
early  day  appointed  for  the  private  per- 
formance of  the  marriage  ceremony. 

During  this  interval,  the  heart  of  Laura, 
endowed  with  the  moft  exquifne  fenlibility, 
and  formed  for  the  'pqreft  and  moft  deli- 
cate fen  fat  ion  3  of  love,  was  not  agitated 
with  thofe  tender  fears  and  plea  fin  g  emo- 
tions which  fill  the  virgin's  bofom  at  her 
approaching  union  with  the  beloved  ob- 
ject of  her  wifhes ;  (he,  unhappy  maiden  ! 
felt  an  hourly  increafing  averfion  to  the 
man  to  whom  fhe  was  deftined  to  plight 
her  faith,  which  all  the  ftruggles  of  her 
j-eafon  could  not  fubdue.  Her  rcfolution 
however  enabled  her,  in  a  great  meafure, 
to  conceal  what  her  reafon  could  not  con- 
quer, and  her  efforts  for  this  purpofq  ren- 
dered the  pangs  of  hpr  heart  the  more 
acute. 

The  night  preceding  the  day  of  her 
marriage  fhe  was  difturbed  with  gloomy 
forebodings,  diftra&ed  with  horrid  dreams, 
and  with  terrors  of  a  confufed  nature, 
which  darted  like  lightning  in  a  black  and 

ftormy 
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ftormy  night  acrofs  her  clouded  imagina- 
tion. 

She  arofe  early,  endeavoured  to  banifh 
thofe  difmal  apprehenfions  from  her  bread, 
and  affumed  as1  much  ferenity  as  fhepok 
fibly  could  at  the  approach  of  her  mother, 
who  imputed  the*  marks  of  difturbance  that 
ftill  refnained  in  the  countenance  of  Laura 
to  no  uncommon  caufe  ;  yet  all  the  endear- 
ments of  maternal  affe&ion  which  Madame 
deSeidliis  lavifhed  on  her  daughter,  were 
fcarcely  able  to  keep  up  her  fpirits :  two  or 
three  times  the  trembling  heart  of  Laura 
was  ready  to  break  through  all  reftraint^ 
avow  her  fad  forebodings,  and  beg  that ' 
this  frightful  marriage  might  be  poft- 
poned  for  ever.  She  was  prevented  by 
the  fatisfadion  fhe  perceived  it  gave  her 
mother,  ?nd  by  the  thoughts  of  the  light 
in  which  fuch  fickle  and  childifh  conduct 
jnuft  put  her  in  the  opinion  of  others. 

The  marriage  ceremony  was  performed 
privately,  and  Zeluco  remained  that  night 
at  the  houfe  of  Madame  de  Seidlits. 
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CHAP.    LV. 

All  claffic  learning  lofe  on  claffic  ground*  Pope* 

A  DAY  or  two  before,  Laura's  marriage 
took  place  at  Naples,  Signora  Sporza 
received  a  letter  from  Germany,  giving 
her  an  account  of  the  fevere  lofs  which 
Madame  de  Seidlits  would  fuftain  by  the 
bankruptcy.  This  letter,  dire&ed  to  her 
at  Naples,  had  gone  in  courfe  of  poft  to 
that  city,  was  there  detained  for  fome  days 
by  the  negle&  of  her  fervant,  and  now 
conveyed  to  her  the  firft  account  fhe  had 
ever  had  of  an  event  which  gave  her  very 
great  pain.  She  well  knew  the  limited  boun- 
daries of  Madame  de  Seidlits's  finances; 
that  the  money  which  flie  depended  on  for 
paying  fome  preffing  debts  at  Naples  was 
in  this  banker's  hands,  and  of  courfe  that 
#ie  would  be  put  to  immediate  and  very 

great 
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great  diftrefs  by  this  unlucky  accident;  fhp 
became  even  afraid,  left,  terrified  by  a  fpe- 
cies  of  calamity  which  flie  had  never  expe- 
rienced, Madame  de  Seidlits  fhould  become 
more  urgent  than  ever  with  Laura  to  give 
her  hand  to  Zeluco,  and  left  Laura,  in 
compliance  with  her  mother's  defire,  might 
at  laft  conlent :  but  what  made  her  more 
uneafy  than  all  the  reft,  was  her  not  having 
it  in  her  power,  from  any  fund  of  her  own, 
fufliciently  to  relieve  the  diftrefs  of  her 
friends. 

In  this  fituation  (he  could  think  of  no- 
body fo  able,  and  whom  (he  expeded  to 
find  fo,  willing,  to  fupply  her  in  what'ftie 
wanted,  as  the  Honourable  Mr.  N — .  She 
fent  a  meflage,  defiring  that  he  would  come 
and  fpeak  with  her  as  foon  as  poflible. 
Mr.  N —  was  not  at  home.  She  fent  again, 
begging  that  he  would  come  to  her  the 
moment  he  arrived. 

But  ner  impatience  increasing  as  the 
time  of  the  departure  of  the  poft  for  Naples 
drew  near,  fhe  drove  to  Mr.  N—  's  lodg- 
ing, and  calling  for  Buchanan,  told  him, 
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fhe  had  bufmefs  of  importance  with  his 
matter,  and  would  wait  for  him  till  he 
came  home.  Buchanan  (hewed  her  into  a 
room  adjoining  to  Mr.  Steele's  drcffing-' 
room,  and  feparated  from  it  by  a  very 
crazy  partition.  Steele  was  there  with  Mr. 
Squander,  and  fome  other  young  Engljfh- 
men.  Signora  Sporza  hearing  their  N  voices* 
thought  flie  diftinguifhed  that  of  Mr.  N — . 
"  No,"  faid  Buchanan,  c<  it  is  a  party  of 
young  gentlemen,  who  are  taking  a  courfe 
of  Roman  antiquities ;  they  wait  at  prefent 
for  the  antiquarian  who  inftru&s  them  ; 
but  it  is  my  opinion,  if  the  poor  man  pro- 
fit no  more  by  them,  than  they  do  by  his 
le&ures,  he  will  foon  be  in  a.ftate  of  per- 
fed  ftarvation.,, 

A  voice  was  then  heard,  crying,  c<  Hey, 
Dutchefs,  what  the  devil  are  you  about*  you 
flut  ? — ay,  to  her  Pincher  ?  pull  away  ?-— ' 
tear  it  from  her,  boy  ?'* 

"  Who  does  he  talk  to?"  faid  Signora 
Sporza. 

"  .A  couple  of  quadrupeds,  Madam,"  re- 
plied Buchanan  -,  "  the  one  is  a  fpaniel, 

the 
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the  other  a  terrier.  Thofe  young  gentle* 
men  cannot  proceed  in  their  ftudies  without 
them." 

Here  the  door  of  Mr.  Steele's  room  was 
opened  by  a  fervant,  who  faid  the  anti- 
quarian had  fent  to  know  whether  they 
were  inclined  to  go  to  the  Pantheon  that 
.  day,  or  to  St.  Peter's  ? 

"  Damn  the-  Pantheon  and  St.  Peter's 
both/*  cried  Squander ;  u  tell  him  we  can 
go  to  neither  at  prefent. — Zounds  I  cannot 
the  fellow  quietly  pocket  his  money  with- 
out boring  us  any  more  with  his  temples, 
and  churches,  and  pi&ures,  and  ftatues  ?" 

Steele,  however,  finding  them  determin- 
ed againft  attending  the  antiquarian,  follow- 
ed the  fervant,  and  delivered  a  more  civil 
meflage.  ' 

While  he  was  abfent,  Squander,  tofling 
a  couple  of  maps  on  the  floor,  cried, "  Here, 
Dutchefs,x  here  is  Roma  Moderna  5— and 
there,  Pincher — there  is  Roma  Antiqua  for 
you,  boy — tear  away." 

When  Steele  returned,  he  endeavoured  to 
fave  Rome  from  the  ravages  of  thofe  Goths, 

but 
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but  Squander  told  him  with  a  loud  laugh, 
that;  Dutchefs  had  made  a  violent  rent  in 
Saint  Peter's,  and  Pincher  had  torn  the 
Pantheon  to  pieces. 

Squander  then  propofed  that  they  (hould 
walk  to  the  ftable,  to  examine  a  mare  which 
he  had  thoughts  of  purchafing — Dutchefs 
and  Pincher  followed  them,  and  Mr.  N— 
came  home  foon  after. 

"  I  have  an  unexpected  call  for  money," 
faid  Signora  Sporza,  interrupting  his  apo- 
logies for  having  made  her  wait:  "  I  hope 
you  can  let  me  have  it." 

I  hope  I  can,  faid  Mr-  N  How 

much  do  you  need  ? 

€i ,  Three  or  four  hundred  ounces,"  re- 
plied fhe. 

"  I  am  happy  that  I  can,  without  incon- 
veniency,  fpare  you  four  hundred,"  replied 
he. 

<c  I  do  not  think  it  probable  that  you 
will  be  foon  repaid,"  faid  (he. 

u  I  fhall  not  need  it,"  replied1  Mr.  N-% 

"  You  are  an  angel  of  a  man,"  cried 
fhe,  "  give  me  then  an  order  on  my  banker 

at 
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at  Naples  for  that  futa,  for  I  mud  fetid  it 
thither  by  this  day's  port/* 

Mr.  N —  dire&ly  gave  her  the  order. 

"  O  my  good  friend  !*'  cried  (he,  "  I  muft 
fiot  tell  you  how  I  come  to  need  this  mo- 
ney J  but,  indeed,  it  would  grieve  you  if 
you  knew  who — ."  Here  Signora  Sporza's 
voice  was  fuppreffed  with  grief  at  the  idea 
of,  the  diftrefs  of  her  two  friends,  and  the 
tears  fell  down  her  cheeks  :  after  a  paufe, 
fhe  gave  her  hand  to  Mr.  N — ,  who  led 
her  to  her  carriage,  without  either  of  them 
uttering  another  word. 

As  foon  as  Signora  Sporza  got  home,  fhe 
wrote  a  moft  affe&ionate  letter  to  Ma- 
-  dame  de  Seidlits,  complaining  of  her  hav- 
ing concealed  the  misfortune  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy at  Berlin,-  and  the  diftrefs  in 
which  this  accident  mult  neceffarily  have 
involved  her  and  Laura ;  and  informing 
her,  that  fhe  herfelf  had  unexpectedly  re- 
covered fome  money  for  which  fhe  had  no 
immediate  ufe ;  fhe  begged  therefore  very 
earneftly,  that  Madame  de  Seidlits  would 
accept  of  five  hundred  ounces,  which  fhe 

.    could 
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could  without  any  inconveniency  let  her 
have  di redly*  Signora  Sporza  added  one 
hundred  ounces*  all  in  her  power,  to  the 
four  hundred  advanced  by  Mr.  N*-~. 

Madame  de  Seidlits  was  with  her  daugh- 
ter when  (he  received  this  letter,  which  (he 
immediately  (hewed  to  Laura ;  they  were 
both  much  affe&ed  with  this  inftance  of 
friendship,,  and  agreed  that  it  would  have 
an  air  of  unkindnefs  not  immediately  to 
acquaint  Signora  Sporza  with  Laura's  mar- 
riage, by  which  x(he  would  underftand  that 
her  liberality  was  unneceflary. 

Zeluco  not  having  now  the  fame  objec- 
tion that  he  had  formerly,  affented  without 
difficulty  to  their  propofal ;  and  by  the 
next  poft  Signora  Sporza  received  the  ac- 
count of  Laura's  marriage  with  equal  fur- 
prife  and  concern. 

The  following  day  (he  informed  Mr. 
N— ,  That  (he  (hould  always  confider 
hprfelf  under  as  great  an  obligation  to  him, 
afe  if  (he  had  made  ufe  t>f  his  credit,  but 
that  (he  now  found  (he  (hould  have  no  oc- 

Vol.  II.  D  cafion 
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cafion  for  it,  and  defired  htm  to  inftruft  his 
banker  at  Naples  to  that  effedt. 

At  the  interval  of  feveral  hours,  fhe  in- 
formed* him  of  Laura's  marriage  with  Ze- 
luco.  "  Good  heavens,"  exclaimed  he,  fl  is 
itpoffible!" 

tl  What  do  you  fee  extraordinary,"  faid 
fhe,  <c  in  a  very  accomplifhed  woman  of 
no  fortune  marrying  a  very  rich  man." 

"  Of  no  accomplishments,"  faid  Mr, 
N . 

r 

"  Even  if  that  be  the  cafe,  it  certainly 
is  nothing  extraordinary,"  laid  Signora 
Sporza.  4i  If  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  I 
fear  it  is  to  be  regretted,"  added  Mr.  N— . 

After  this,  Signora  Sporza  feemed  de-* 
firous  to  change  the  fubjedh  She  would 
have  had  no  fcruple  in  acquainting  Mr. 

N with  any  thing  which  regarded  her* 

felf  alone,  but  thought  flic  had  no  right  to 
inform  him  of  the  ftpte  of  Madame  de  Seid- 
lits's  circumftances,  and  of  courfe  impreff- 
ing  him  with  the  idea  that  this  had  driven 
Laura  to  the  marriage.   Signora  Sporza  was 

alfo 
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alfo  much  afraid  that  Laura,  in  avoiding 
one  fpecies  of  diftrefs,  had  expofed  her'felf 
to  others,  which  to  one  of  her  turn  of 
mind  might  prove  fully  as  acute  ;  and 
therefore  (he  did  not  like  to  talk  on  the  fub- 
je£fc.  Mr.  N-—  feeing  her  thoughtful  and 
rather  teferved,  left  her,  he  himfelf  having 
been  fomewhat  fhocked  as  well  as  fufprifed 
at  hearing  of  Laura's  marriage. 

Whatever  uneafinefs  that "  event  occa- 
Coned  to  Signora  Sporza  and  Mr.  •  N — ,  it* 
Was  heard  of  with  much  fotisfa&ion  by  his 
valet  Buchanan,  who  loft  no  time  in  com-* 
miinicating  the  news  to  the  Baronet,  who 
alfo  heard  of  it  with  pleafure;  for  although 
he  did  not  think  there  was  fd  much  dan- 
ger as  Buchanan  did,  of  Mr.  N — *s  mak- 
ing propofals  of  marriage  to  Laura  imme- 
diately ;  yet  he  plainly  perceived  that  he 
had  a  very  high"  regard  for  that  lady,  and 
he  particularly  remarked,  that  his  nephew 
did  not  at  all  relifh  a  propofal  which  had 
been  made  by  way  of  founding  him,  that 
he  (hould  accojnpany  his  uncle  to  England, 
without  returning  to  Naples ;  in  fhort,  he 
D  2  thought, 
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thought,  that  although  Mr.  N—  might 
be  fenfible  of  the  inconveniences  of  unit- 
ing  himfelf  ,to  a  woman  of  Laura's  religion 
and  country,  yet  thefe  inconveniences  would 
naturally  dwindle  in  his  eftimation,  in  pro* 
portion  as  his  admiration  of  the  lady  in- 
creafed.  He  therefore  could  not  help  being 
pleafed  with  the  account  of  Laura's  mar* 
riage. 

The  Baronet  obferved  that  Mr.  N — 
was  by  no  means  in  his  ufual  fpirits  after 
this  intelligence ;  he  therefore  omitted  no- 
thing that  he  imagined  could  tend  to  the 
amufement  of  his  young  friend,  and  fre- 
quently propofed  excurfions  to  Tivoli,  Fref- 

\ati,  and  other  places  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Rome. 

Mr.  Steele  was  generally  of  thefe  parties ; 
but  one  day,  when' the  Knight  and  Mr. 
N — ■ —  had  agreed  to  dine  at  Albano,  Mr. 
Steele  was  prevailed  on  to  ftay  and  make 
one  at  a  cricket  match  with*  fome  Britifli 

-  gentlemen  and  their  footmen,  who  were  at 
that  time  at  Rome. 

After 
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After  dinner,  the  Baronet  alked  Mr. 
N — ,.  how  he  liked  the  new  acquaintance 
whom  his  father  and  aunt  had  recommend- 
ed to  him,  meaning  Mr.  Steele. 

"  It  is  impoflible  not  to  like  him,'*  replied 
.  N — ,  <c  for  he  is  one  of  the  beft-natured 
eafy  tempered  fellows  alive,  and  at  the 
fame  time  of  the  greateft  integrity.  When 
he  firft  arrive4  at  Naples,  he  feeraed 
thoughtful  and  rather  melancholy.  This 
however,  being  no  part  of  his  natural  dif- 
pofition,  foon  wore  away,  and  nowrthe  ge- 
nuine cheerful  and  obliging  colour  of  his 
chara&er  is  aim  oft  always  predominant/' 

u  Does  lie  intend  to  remain  long  in 
Italy  ?"  faid  the  Baronet. 

"  I  believe  he  will  remain  as  long  as  I 
do/'  replied  N— ,  u  and  no  longer*  for  he 
does  me  the  honour  of  being  more  attached 
to  me  than  to  Italy ;  and  I  for  my  part 
have  the  moft  perfect  good- will  to  him,  al- 
though he  is  not  precifely  the  kind  of  man 
whom  I  fhould  have  expected  my  father 
to  recommend  to  my  particular  acquaint- 
ance; yet  I  fhall  ever  think  my felf  obliged 
P  3  to 
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to  him  for  it.  I  do  not  fa  much  as  know 
of  what  family  he  16,"  continued  Mr.  N — , 
"  nor  by  what  means  he  got  acquainted 
with  ours,  for  Steele  is  not  fpontaneoufly 
communicative ;  and  you  know,  Sir,  I  am 
not  a  great  afker  of  queftions." 

a  I  can  give  you  fome  account  of  thofe 
matters,*'  faid  the  Baronet;  "  for  I  have  fre-f 
quently  heard  your  father  defcribe  his  firft 
interview  with  this  young  man's  uncle/' 

But  as  we  know  more  of  Mr.  Steele's  fa- 
mily than  the  Baronet  did,  we  (hall  in  thq 
next  chapter  give  the  reader  a  more  circuow 
fUntial  account  than  was  in  his  power. 
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CHAP.     LVL 

Anecdotes  concerning  Mr.  Nathaniel  Transfer. 

TV/TR-  Nathaniel  Transfer,  uncle  to  th* 
young  man  now  in  queftion,  had 
made  a  large  fortune  /in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, where  he  was  born,  and  where  he 
lived  happily  till  the  age  of  fixty-five.  Mr. 
Transfer's  life  may  furely  be  called  happy, 
fince  it  afforded  him  the  only  enjoyments 
which  he  was  capable  of  relifhing  :  he  had 
the  pleafure  of  finding  his  fortune  increaf- 
jng  every  year ;  he  had  a  remarkably  good 
appetite,  relifhed  a  bottle  of  old  port,  and 
flept  very  foundly  all  night,  particularly 
after  a  bottle  of  Bijrton  ale.  He  might 
have  continued  fome  years  longer  in  the 
fame  ftate  of  felicity,  and  perhaps  have 
been  conveyed  to  the  other  world  in  a 
gentle  lethargy,  without  ficknefs,  like  a 
paflenger  who  fleeps  the  whole  way  from 
D  4  Dover 
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Dover  to  Calais,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
importunities  of  a  fet  of  people  who  called 
themfelves  his  friends ;  thefe  officious  per- 
fons  were  qQQtinualiy  disturbing  his  tran- 
quillity with  fuch  fpeeches  as  the  follow- 
ing; ic  Why  fhould  you,  Mr.  Transfer 
continue  to  live  all  'your  life  in  the  city, 
and  follow  the  drudgery  of  bufinefs  like 
a  poor  man  who  has  his  fortune  to  make  ? 
It  is  furely  time  fcjr  you  to  begin  and  en- 
joy a  little  eafe  and  pleafure  after  fo  much 
toil  and  labour.  What  benefit  will  ac- 
,cru$  jo  you  from  your  great  fortune,  if 
you  are  determined  pever  to  enjoy  it  ? 
Good  God,  Mr.  Transfer,  do  you  intend 
to  flave  for  ever  ?— You  certainly  have 
already  more  money  than  you  hfive  any  ufe 
for/' 

This  laft  affertiop  was  unqueftionSbly 
true,  although  the  inference  thofe  reafoners 
drew  from  it  was  falfe.  The  fourth  part 
of  his  fortune  was  a  great  deal  more  than 
Transfer  had  any  ufe  for;  gathering  of 
pebbles,  or  accumulating  pounds,  would 
have  been  equally  beneficial  to  himj  if  he 

coul4 
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-could  have  taken  an  equal  intereft  in  the 
one  occupation  as  in  the  other,  and  if  he 
could  have  contemplated  the  one  heap  with 
equal  fatisfa&ion  with  the  other.  He  had 
not  the  fhadow  of  a  wifti  to  fpend  more 
than  he  did,  nor  the  leaft  defire  of  benefit- 
ing any  of  the  human  race  by  the  fruits  of 
his  labour.  But  Mr.  Transfer's  advifera 
had  forgot  the  power  of  habit  upon  the 
mind  of  man.  Transfer,  like  tboufands  of 
others,  had  begun  to  accumulate  money  as 
the  means  of  enjoying  pleafure  at  fome 
future  time ;  and  continued  the  pradice  fo 
long,  that  the  means  became  the  end— the 
mere  habit  of  accumulating,  and  the  rou- 
tine of  bqfinefs,  fecured  him  from  tedium, 
and  became  the  greateft  enjoyment  of 
whjch  he  was  fufceptible.  Not  being  aware 
of  this  himfelf,  poor  Transfer  at  laft  yield- 
ed to  his  friends'  importunity.  u  Well,  I 
am  determined  to  be  a  Have  no  longer ;  it 
does  not  fignify  talking,"  fays  he,  <c  I  will 
begin  and  enjoy  without  any  more  lofs  of 
time:1 

He 
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He  wound  up  his  affairs  with  all  poffibl? 
expedition,  gave  up  all  connexions  in  bufi- 
nefs  at  once,  bought  an  eftate  in  the  coun- 
try, with  a  very  convenient  houfe  in  good 
repair  upon  it,  to  which  he  went  foon  after, 
determined  to.  reft  from  His  labours/  and  to 
take  his  fill  of  pleafure.  But  he  quickly 
found  reft  the  moft  laborious  thing  that  he 
hfd  ever  experienced,  and  that  to  have  no- 
thing to  dp,  was  the  moft  fatiguing  bufinefs 
on  earth.  In  the  courfe  of  bufinefs,  his 
occupations  followed  each  other  at  ftated 
times,  and  in  regular  fucceffion  ;  the  hours 
paflfed  imperceptibly  without  feeming  te- 
dious, or  requiring  ,  any  effort  on  his  part 
to  make  them  move  fafter.  But  now  he 
felt  them  to  move  heavily  and  fluggifhly, 
and  while  he  yawned  alopg  his  ferpentine 
walks  and  ffinged  parterres,  he  thought  the 
(day  would  never  have  an  end. 

His  houfe  was  at  too  great  a  diftance 
from  London  for  his  city  friends  to  go 
down  on  a  Saturday,  and  return  to  town 
on  Monday.     His  neighbours  in  the  coun- 

try 
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try  were  ignorant  of  that  circle  of  idea* 
which  had  rolled  in  his  brain  with  little 
variation  for  the  laft  forty  years  of  his 
life  ;    and  he   was   equally   unacquainted 
with  the  obje&s  of  their  contemplations : 
linlefs  it   was    their   mutual  love  of  port 
wine  and  Burton  ale,  they  had  hardly  a 
fentiment  in  common  with  Mr.  Transfer* 
who  was  left  for  many  a  tedious  hour,  pari- 
ticularly  before  dinner,  to  enjoy  rural  feli* 
city  by  himfelf,  or  with  no  other  company 
than  a  few  gods  and  goddeffes  which  he 
had  bought  in  Piccadilly,  and  placed  in  hiq 
garden,     "  They  talk,"  faid  hetohimfelff 
"  of  the   pleafures   of  the  country,    but 
would  to  God  I  had  never  been  perfuaded 
to  leave  the  labours  of  the  city  for  fuch 
woful  pleafures.  O  Lombard-ftreet !  Lorn- 
bard-ftreet !  in  evil  hour  did  I  forfake  thee 
for  verdant  walks  and  flowery  landfcapes, 
and    that   there    tirefome   piece  of*  made 
prater.     What  walk  is  fo   agreeable  as    a 
walk  through  the  ftreets  of  London  ?  what 
Jandfcape  more  flowery  than  thofe  in  the 
print  -{hops?    and    what  wter  was   ever 

made 
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made,  by  man  equal  to  the  Thames  ?  If 
here  I  venture  to  walk  but  a  fhort  way 
beyond  my  own  fields,  I  may  be  wet 
through  by  a  fudden  fhower,  and  expofed 
to  thcwind  of  every  quarter,  before  I  get 
under  fhelter ;  but  in  walking  through  the 
ilreets  of  London,  if  it  rains,  a  man  can 
fhelter  himfelf  under  the  Piazzas ;  if  the 
wind  is  in  his  face  while  he  walks  along 
one  ftreet,  he  may  turn  into  another ;  if  be 
is  hungry,  he  can  be  refrefhed  at  the  paftry 
{hops ;  if  tired,  he  can  call  a  hackney  coach ; 
and  he  is  fure  of  meeting  with  entertain* 
ing  company  every  evening  at  the  club." 

Such  were  Mr.  Transfer's  daily  re- 
flexions, and  he  was  often  tempted  to  aban- 
don the  country  for  ever,  to  return  to 
Lombard-ftreet,  and  re-aflume  his  old  oc- 
cupations. 

It  is  probable  that  he  would  have  yielded 
to  the*  temptation,  had  it  not  been  for  an 
acquaintance  which  he  accidentally  formed 
with  the  Earl  of . 

This  nobleman,  who  was  very  fubjedt  to 
the  goqt,    lived  almoft  constantly  in  the 

country. 
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country.  What  contributed  with  his  bad 
health  to  give  him  a  diflike  tq  the  town, 
was  his  fixed  disapprobation  of  the  public 
meafures  at  that  time  carried  on,  and  his 
indignation  at  the  condu&  of  his  eldeft  fon9 
who  had  accepted  of  a  place  at  court,  and 
voted  with  adminiftration. 

The  Earl  refided  therefore  ten  months 
ip  the  year  at  a  very  noble  manfion  in  the 
middle  of  his  eftate,  and  at  no  great  diftance 
from  the  houfe  which  Transfer  had  lately 
purchafed.  After  the  death  of  the  Count 
tefs,  his  lifter  Lady  Elizabeth,  a  maiden  lady 
of  an  excellent  chara&er,  always  prefided 
at  his  table,  with  whom  Mifs  Warren,  the 
daughter  of  a  navy  officer,  who  had  loft  his 
life  in  the  fervice,  refided  as  a  friend  and 
companion. 

The  Earl  had  often  heard  of  a  rich  citi- 
zen who  had  bought  an  eftate  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood, and  the  whole  country  refounded 
with  the  ftyle  in  which  he  had  ornamented 
his  garden,  and  the  peculiar  charms  of  * 
little  fnug  rotunda  which  he  had  juft  finifli* 

ed 
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6d  on  the  verge  of  his  ground,  and  which 
impended  the  great  London  road* 

As  Mr.  Transfer  fat  one  day  in  this  gay 
fabric,  fmoking  his  pipe;  and  enjoying 
the  duft,  the  Earl  paffed  in  his  carriage, 
♦ehich,  without  having  obferved  Mr.  Tranf- 
fer,  he  ordered  to  flop,  that  he  might  fur- 
vey  the  new  ere&ion  at  leifure.  The  ci- 
tizen dire&ly  popped  his  head:  out  at  the 
window,  and  politely  invited  his  Lordfhip 
to  enter,  and  he  would  ftieW  him  not  only 
that  room,  but  alfo  the  other  improvements 
he  had  made  in  his  gardens. 

My  lord  accepted  the  invitation,  and  wafc 
conducted  by  Mr.  Transfer  over  all  this 
fcene  of  tafte.  The  marks  of  aftonifliment 
which  the  former  difplayed  at  almoft  every 
thing  he  beheld,  afforded  great  fatisfa&ioft 
.  to  Mf .  Transfer }  the  turA  of  whofe  con- 
verfation,  and  the  fipgular  obfervations  he 
made,  equally  delighted  his  Lordihip. 

ic  Pray,  Mr,  Transfer,"  faid  he,  point- 
ing to  one  of  the  ftatues  which  flood  at 
the  end  of  the  walk,  "  what  figure   ia 

that  r 
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-  u  That,  my  Lord,"  anfwered  Transfer, 
€i  that  there  ftatue  I  take  to  be — let  me  re- 
coHe£t-—yes,  I  take  thatto  be  either  Venus 
or  Vulcan,  but  upon  my  word  I  cannot 
exa£tly  tell  which.— Here  you,  James," — 
calling  to  the  gardener ;  "  is  this  Venus  or 
Vulcan?" 

"  That  is  Wenus,"  anfwered  the  man ; 
*  Wulcan  is  lame  of  a  leg,  and  ftands  upon 
one  foot  in  the  next  alley.'* 

€i  Yes,  yes*;  this  is  Venus,  Aire  enough/' 
faid.  Transfer ;  "  though  I  was  not  quite 
certain  at  firft." 

"  Perhaps  it  is  not  an  eafy  matter  to 
diftirtguifh  them,"  faid  the  Earl. 

"  Why,  they  are  both  made  of  the 
fame  metal,  my  Lord,"  faid  Transfer. 

<c  She  ought  to  be  bone  of  his  bone, 
and  flefh  of  his  flefh,"  refumed  the  Earl, 
"  for  you  know  Venus  was  Vulcan's  wife," 
Mr.  Transfer. 

"  I  am  bound  to  believe  fhe  was,"  re- 
plied Transfer,  c<  fince  your  Lordfhip  fays 
fo." 

"  You 
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€C  You  have  fd  many  of  thcfc  god$,  Mr. 
Transfer,"  faid  the  Earl,  "  that  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  be  mailer  of  all  their  private 
hiftories." 

"  It  is  fo,  my  Lord,!'  faid  Transfer; 
<c  I  was  a  good  while  of  learning  their 
names, — but  I  know  them  all  pretty  well 
now.— That  there  man,  in  the  highland 
garb,  is  Mars.  And  the  name  of  the  old 
fellow  with  the  pitch- fork  is  Neptune." 

•%You  are  now  very  perfect  indeed,  Mr. 
Transfer,"  faid  the  Earl. 

At  his  departure,  my  Lord  invited  Mr. 
Transfer  to  dine  with  higi  the  follow* 
ing  day,  introduced  him  to  his  filler,  and 
was  fb  entertained  with  his  converfation 
and  manners,  that  he  vifited  him  frequent* 
ly,  and  often  invited  him  to  N— —  houfe, 
where  an  apartment  was  kept  for  him,  to 
which  he  was  made  welcome  as  often  as 
he  found  himfelf  tired  of  his  own  hom^ 
which,  to  the  Earl's  great  fatisfadion,  was 
pretty  frequently. 

Yet  even  at  N>         houfe,  Mr.  Tranf- 
fer  fometimes  had  occafion  to  regret  Lom- 
bard- 
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Wd-ftreet,  particularly  in  the  forenoons, 
and  vthen  the  weather  was  bad. 

One  day,  immediately  after  breakfaft, 
when  there  was  no  company  but  Mr. 
Transfer — u  It  rains  fo  furioufly/'  faid  the 
Earl,  €<  that  there  is  no  driving  out-** 
How  (hall  we  amufe  ourfelves,  Mr#  Tranf- 
fer  ?" 

"  Why,  I  fhould  think  fmoking  a  pipe 
or  two  the  pleafanteft  way  of  pafling  the 
timfe  in  fuch  raw  moift  weather/'  faid 
Transfer. 

11  Yes ;  that  might  do  pretty  vfrell  for 
you  and  me,"  faid  the  Eatl ;  "  but  as  far 
as  I  recoiled,  neither  my  fitter,  nor  this 
young  lady,  ever  fmoke.'* 

"  If  that  is  the  cafe,"  replied  Transfer, 
iC  we  muft  think  of  fomething  elfe  more  to 
their  tafte,  for  I-fcorn  not  to  be  agreeable 
to  the  ladies/1 

f>  Have  you  got  any  thing  new  to  read 
to  us,  fifter  ?"  faid  the  Peer. 

u  That  might  do  for  you  and  me,  bro- 
ther/* faid  (he;  "  but  perhaps  Mr.  Tranf* 
fer  neter  reads/9 

Vol.  II.  E  ci  Forgive 
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. iC  Forgive  me,  Mad  Am//  faid  Transfer* 
<c  I  have  no  particular  averfion  to  it.  I  have 
fometime*  read  for  half  an  hour  at  a  ftrefch 
fince  I  have  been  fettled  in  the  country, 
and  I  believe  I  could  hold  out  longer,  if  I 
were  not  fo  apt  to  fall  afleep." 

Some  time  after  this,  Lady  Elizabeth  ex* 
preffed  her  furprife  td  Mr.  Transfer,  that 
as  he  was  a  batchelor,  he  did  not  think  of 
having  fome  of  his  female  relations  to 
take  care  of  his  family,  rather  than  a  mer- 
cenary houfekeeper. 

To  this  Mr.  Transfer  replied,  That  he 
had  been  put  very  early  to  bufmefs,  and 
not  being  accuftomed  to  his  relations,  he 
had  never  cared  much  for  any  of  them, 
except  his  fifter,  who  had  lived  with  him 
feverai  years  in  Lombard- ftreet;  and  as 
he  was  then  accujlomed  to  hery  he  had  a 
good  deal  of  kindnefs  for  her,  but  that  {he 
had  made  an  ungrateful  return  for  alfr  his 
kindnefs. 

41  I  am  forry  for  that/'  faid  Lady  Eliza- 
beth; "  but  I  hope  your  fifter  did  nothing 
very  bad/' 

"  Yes, 
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"  Yes,  but  fhe  did,"  refumed  Transfer; 
11  for  fhe  actually  married,  without  my 
approbation,  a  young  man  of  the  name  of 
Steele,  with  little  fortune,  and  no  expe- 
rience in  buGnefs ;  although  fhe  knew  that  I 
had  a  very  warm  man  of  eftablifhed  credit 
in  my  eye  for  her,  provided  (he  would  only 
have  had  a  little  patience/' 

c<  Provided  fhe  had  liked  the  man  you 
had  in  your  eye,  and  provided  he  had  liked 
her,  you  mean,  Mr,  Transfer,"  faid  Lady 
Elizabeth. 

"  I  beg  your  Ladyfhip's  forgivenefs," 
faid  Transfer  ;  "  ftill  fhe  would  have  flood 
in  need  of  a  little  patience." 

"  Could  not  they  have  married  when 
they  pleafed,  if  they  were  both  willing, 
and  you  defirous  of  the  match  ?"  added  fhe/ 

4C  I  was  moft  defirous  of  the  match/* 
replied  Transfer ;  c<  but  ftill  there  was  an 
obftacle." 

"  What  obftacle  ?"  faid  fhe. 

c<  The  man  I  had  in  my  eye  for  my 
lifter  had  a  wife  then  alive/'  anfwered 
Transfer. 

E  %  "  I  con* 
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44  I  confefs  that  was  an  obfticlc  lv  cried 
Lady  Elizabeth. 

41  But  6ie  was  dying  of  a  confumption/* 
added  Transfer,  "  and  I  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  he  would  propofe  marriage  to 
my  fifter  very  foon  after  his  wife's  death." 

44  jbid  his  wife  die  as  he  expected  ?" 
faid  Lady  Elizabeth. 

4'  Yes;  that  fhe  did/'  faid  Transfer  -, 
"  but  fhe  might  as  well  have  lived,  for  my 
fifter  had  fecfetly  married  the  other  three 
weeks  before/* 

44  That  was  unlucky  indeed.  But  what 
became  of  your  fifter  and  her  hufband?" 

44  I  never  faw  my  fifter  from  the  time 
of  her  marriage,"  faid  Transfer,  *4  till 
after  her  hiifband  became  a  bankrupt ;  for 
he  broke  within  a  very  few  years.*' 

4<  Poor  man!"  cried  Lady  Elizabeth; 
"  but  you  faw  your  fifter  after  her  mif* 
fortune?" 

44  Yes;  I  could  not  help  it  ;f>  faid  Tranf- 
fer,  "  for  fhe  burft  in  upon  me,  begging 
that  I  would  engage  my  credit  for  re-efta- 
blifhing  her  hufband." 

44  Which 
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'c  Which  I  hope  you    did/'  faid  Lady 

Elizabeth* 

c<  As  I  had  refufed  to  have  any  connex- 
ion with  him,  even  when  he  was  in  fome 
credit,  your  Lady  (hip  pin  hardly  fuppofe 
that  I  would  begin  one  ?fte?  he  was  quite 
broken,"  faid  Transfer. 

As  Lady  Elizabeth  was  a  little  Shocked 
at  this  obfervation,  flie  made  no  reply.  It 
was  not  in  her  power  to  fay  any  thing 
obliging  on  this  ocyafion,  and  irwas  not  in 
her  nature  to  fay  any  thing  harfli ;— (he 
only  was  filent,  Which  the  Earl,  who 
was  prefent,  obferving,  "  Tq  be  fure,  Mr. 
Transfer,"  faid  he,  "  that  is  not  to  be  flip-? 
ppfed." 

"  But  yet/*  refumed  Transfer,  €€  as  flie 
was  my  fifter,  I  told  her  that  if  fhe  would 
give  up  all  connexion  with  Ijer  hufband, 
I  was  willing  to  receive  her  again  into  my 
houfe,  and  put  her  child  out  to  nurfe  at 
my  own  expence." 

t€  That  was  very  fair  on  your  part,"  faid 
the  Earl :  u  Well,  what  reply  did  your 
fitter  make  to  this  ?" 

E  3  •     "  Why, 
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14  tVTly,  fhe  abfolutely  iefufed,  my 
Lord  ;  which  is  a  pretty  clear  proof,"  con- 
tinued Mr.  Transfer,  "  of  her  loving  her 
hufband,  though  he  was  a  bankrupt,  better 
than  her  own  brother,  of  whom  there  was 
not  the  leafft  fufpicion  to  his  difcredit ;  for 
which  reafon  I  turned  her  away,  refuting 
pofitively  to  do  any  thing  for  her  hufband." 

"Well,  what  became  of  »them  ?'*  faid 
the  Peer. 

"  I  heard  afterward*  that  they  were 
reduced  to  great  diftrefs. — But*  what  are 
bankrupts  to  expeft  V9  continued  Transfer ; 
€<  and  as  for  my  fifter,  fhe  was  not  to 
be  pitied,  becaufe  fhe  might  have  lived 
perfe&ly  eafy  both  in  body  and  mind 
in  my  houfe  in  Lombard-ftreet,  if  fhe  had 
taken  my  advice,  and  abandoned  her  huf- 
band, and  fent  her  child  to  nurfe,  or  to 
board  in  the  country." 

"  Nothing  can  be  more  clear,''  faid  the 
Earl,  "  than  that  you  have  a&ed  like  your* 
felf,  and  have  done  every  thing  for  your 
fifter  that  could  be  expected  of  you. — But 
after  all,  wh^t  became  of  her  V9 

«  Arela- 
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• 

u  A  relation  of  her  hufband's  happened 
to  die,  and  left  him  a  fmall  eftalc  in  York- 
fhire,  of  five  or  fix  hundred  a- year ;  and 
as  neither  he,  nor  my  fifter,  fyad  any  ambU 
titm,  and  were  afraid  of  a  new  bankruptcy 
if  they  had  fettled  in  town ;  he  retired  to 
his  fmall  eftate,  where  he  died  a  few  years' 
ago,  leaving  no  other  children  but  the  fon 
ait  horn  fhe  refufed  to  fend  .out  to  nurfe,  and 
who  has  now  arrived  at  man's  eftate." 

"  Whereas,"  added  the  Earl,  "  if  fhe 
had  followed  your  advice,  and  given  him 
out  to  nurfe,  fhe  might  probably  have  had 
him  off  her  hands  long  ago." 

"  Why,  there  is  no  knowing  what 
might  have  happened, "  faid  Transfer,  c<  for 
mod  of  thofe  children  die  before*  they  ar- 
rive at  the  years  of  difcretion,  which  is 
very  well  ordered,  as  they  have  nothing  to 
live  on." 

«  Well,  but  Mr.  Transfer,"  refumed 
the  Peer,  "  do  you  ever  intend  to  marry  ?'K 

(t  No^  my  Lord,"  replied  he ;  "  lean- 
not  fay**  do ; — as  I  never"  was  accufiomed  to 
a  wife*  I  am  not  much  inclined  to  matri- 
E  4  monyj 
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mony;  for  through  the  whole  courfe  of 
my  life  I  have  never  found  any  thing  agree 
with  me,  but  what  I  am  accuftomed  to." 

"  That  \p  yery  wifely  obferved,"  faid 
the  Earl ;  "  but  this  young  man  of  courfe 
will  be  your  heir  I"     ■ 

"  Unqueftionably,"  anfwered  Transfer ; 
iC  the  young  man  never  offended  me ;  and 
as  he  is  my  neareft  of  kin,  I  fhould  be 
forry  to  do  an  unjuft  thing,  and  leave  my 
fortune  to  any  other  body.— No»  no;  he 
fhall  have  all  at  my  death,  but  he  muft 
wait  till  then ;  befides,  it  is  fo  far  lucky 
Vhat  it  faves  my  making  a  will,  to  which 
I  have  always  had  an  averfion ;  for  this 
young  man  being  my  lawful  heir,  there  is 
no  need  to  employ  an  attorney  to  leave  hii» 
his  due." 
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Rea/bns  for  going  info  Holy  Orders. 

Gaudet  equis,  canibufque.  Hox.. 

HT  H  E  ftrange  apathy  which  Transfer 
difcovered,  and  which  {hocked  Lady 
Elizabeth,  feemed  to  be  a  foiirce  of  amufe- 
ment  to  her  brother ;  who,  however,  was 
furprifed  at  perceiving  that  Transfer  ex- 
prefled  not  the  leaft  defire  of  ever  feeing 
an  only  filler,  and  ftill  more  that  he  fhould 
have  the  fame  indifference  towards  a  nephew 
whom  he  confidered  as  his  heir,  and  who 
he  owned  had  never  offended  him.  The 
jnfenfibility  of  Transfer  for  his  fifter  and 
nephew  feemed  to  infpire  the  Earl  with  an 
intereft  in  them.  He  wrote  to  an  acquaint- 
ance who  refided  in  that  part  of  the 
country  in  which  Mrs.  Steele  and  her 
fan  lived,  defiring  an  account  of  both  their 

chara&ers, 
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characters,  and  a  particular  detail  regard* 
ing  their  circumftances  and  manner  of 
life,  efpecially  what  the  views  of  the  fon 
were. 

In  confequence  of  this,  the  Earl  was 
informed,  that  Mr4.  Steele  was  an  agree- 
able woman,  of  a  cheerful  temper  and 
benevolent  difpofition,  without  much  fore- 
fight,  and  diftradtedly  fond  of  her  fon, 
whom  ftie  had  never  been  able  to  contra- 
dict in  her  life' :  that  he  was  a  young  fel- 
low of  that  genuine  and  rare  good- nature 
that  refifts  the  ufiial  effect  of  fo  much  in- 
dulgence ;  for,  although  his  mother's  ftudy 
was  to  gratify,  not  to  corredt,  his  humours, 
this  ill-judged  partiality  had  only  prevented 
his  improvement,  without  rendering  him 

'  capricious,  unfeeling,  or  wicked  :  that 
while  he  remained  at  fchool,  he  had  ap- 
plied himfelf  to  nothing ;  but  that  ever 
fince  he  left  it,  he  had  applied  himfelf  with 

"unremitting  diligence  to  hunting  and  {hoot- 
ing, in  both  of  which,  and  in  the  know- 
ledge of  horfes  and  dogs,  he  had  made 
great  proficiency  for  his  age ;  that  he  was 

made 
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made  welcome  wherever  he  went,  and  was 
a  great  favourite  with  man,  woman,  and 
child,  all  over  the  country :  and  that  a 
noble  Lord,  of  very  great  influence,  who 
was  particularly  fond  of  him,  had  lately 
told  young  Steple,  that  he  would  be  very 
happy  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  be  of 
fervice  to  him  ;  adding,  That  if  he  chofe 
to  go  into  the  army,  he  would  imme- 
diately procure  him  a  cornetcy  of  dragoons, 
and  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  affift  his 
promotion  afterwards. 
,  Steete*  after  expreffing  his  gratitude 
for  fomuch  goodnefs,  declined  the  pro* 
pofal,  faying,  he  was  quite  unfit  for  the 
army. 

The  nobleman  was  the  more  furprifed  at 
this,  as  he  had  a  notion  that  the  army  was 
the  profeffion,  of  all  others,  for  which 
Mx.  Steele  was  fitted,  being  genteel  in  his 
perfon,  of  a  bold  intrepid  difpofition,  and 
capable  of  bearing  thegreateft  bodily  fatigue. 

"  You  may,  perhaps,  have  no  inclina- 
tion for  the  fervice/'  faid  his  Lordfhip. — 

«  But— ' 

«  Nay, 
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"Nay,  my  Lord,"  refqmed  Mr.  Steele, 
*'  if  there  were  any  likelihood  of  a  war,  I 
fhould  prefer  it  to  any  other  line  of  life ; 
becaufe,  in  the  time  of  war,  a  foldier  is 
continually  occupied,  and  can  have  no 
wifh  but  doing  his  duty — but  then  what 
a  fad  bufinefs  mud  it  be  in  the  time  of 
peace  V9 

*'  During  a  fuccefsful  war,"  faid  my 
Lord,  u  a  foldier  will  naturally  be  im  high 
fpirits ;  but  I  do  not  perceive  why  he  fhould 
be  peculiarly  fad  in  the  time  of  peace/' 

€f"  J  certainly  fhould,'  my  Lord,"  faid 
Steele;  "  your  Lordfhip  knows  my  excef* 
five  fondnefs  for  (hooting,  and  the  chafe ; 
— to  be  obliged  to  attend  my  regiment  dur- 
ing thofe  feafons  would  render  me  quite 
miferable." 

«  Why,  the  fame  objedion,"  faid  his 
Lordfhip,  "  may  be  made  to  law,  phyfic, 
and.  almoft  every  other  profeflion." 

"  It  may  fo,"  replied  Steele. 

u  Then  you  wifh  to  be  of  no  profeffion," 
faid.  the  Peer. 

u  Forgive 
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ki  Forgive  me,  my  Lord,"  faid  the  other, 
u  I  am  fenfible  that  my  circumftances  are 
fo  narrow,  that  I  cannot  hope  to  indulge 
my  tafte  for  my  favourite  amufements  in 
the  ftyle  I  could  wtfh,  without  being 
affifted  by  the  emoluments  of  fome  profef- 
fion." 

"  What  profeffion  then  would  you  choofe 
to  be  of?"  rejoined  his  Lordfhip. 

"  That  of  a  clergyman,"  replied  Mr. 
Steele. 

•*  A  clergyman  V9  exclaimed  the  Peer. 
•  €i  Yes,  my  Lord,"  continued  Steele;  "  I 
confefs  I  have  a  great  defire  to  enter  into 
hoiy  orders/* 

€%  I  cannot  conceive/'  faid  the  Peer, 
i4  what  can  be  your  inducement/' 

"  My  fondnefs  for  hunting  and  flioot* 
ing,"  anfwered  Steele ;  and  if,  by  your 
Lordfhip's  favour,  I  could  obtain  a  tole- 
rably living  in  a  hunting  county,  I  fhould 
think  myfelf  extremely  happy.  The  bufi- 
nefs  of  a  clergyman,  as  your  Lordfhip 
knows,  from  many  examples,  is  no  way  in* 
i  compatible  with  a  paflion  for  thofe  manly 

amufements, 
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amufements,  without  which  I  am  Aire  life 
would  feem  a  very  dull  affair  in  my 
eyes/* 

u  But  there  are  certain  duties  of  a 
clergyman,"  faid  the  Peer,  "  which,  in 
fome  people's  eyes,  are  not  exceedingly 
entertaining." 

"  I  fhould  think  them  no  great  hard- 
fhips,  my  Lord,"  faid  Steele  :  "  In  cafe  of 
the  indifpofition  of  my  curate,  on  parti* 
cular  occafions,  I  have  no  manner  of  ob- 
jection to  reading  prayers,  or  to.  preach- 
ing; and  on  the  whole  I  do  not  defpair 
of  rendering  myfelf  agreeable  to  the  ge- 
nerality of  my  flock  ;  for,  with  regard  to 
comforting  the  fick  and  relieving  the  poor, 
I  thank  Heaven  I  am  difpofed  to  perform 
thofe  duties  whether  I  fhould  ever  be  a 
clergyman  or  not/' 

"  All   this  is  very  well,"  refumed  th 
Peer ;    *'    but,    my  dear  Steele,    are    no 
there  fome  previous  ftudies  neceflary  before 
you  can  be — M 

€t  Certainly  ;,f  replied  the  other,  inter-* 

rupting  his  Lordflbip  }    "  and  I  have  of 

6  late 
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late  been  preparing  myfelf  accordingly.  I 
confefs  I  was  too  inattentive  at  fchool* 
which  renders  this  tafk  the  harder  upon  me 
now ;  yet  I  hope  to  furmount  all  obftacles, 
and  give  fatisfa&ion  to  the  bifhop.  My 
paffion  for. hunting  and  (hooting  inftigate 
me  to  exertions  in  ftudy  which  I  never 
knew  before." 

<c  Nayt  Heaven  forefend,"  replied  the 
Peer,  fmiling,  "  that  I  fhould  attempt  to 
blunt  fuch  laudable  inftigations.  All  I 
have  to  fay  is,  that  when  you  are  one? 
fairly  ordained,  I  beg  you  will  let  me 
know.:  there  is  fome  confiderable  chance 
of  a  living,  which  is  in  my  gift,  being 
vacant  very  foon,  and  you  may  rely  upon 
it,  my  dear  Steele,  that  if  you  continue  in 
your  prefent  way  of  thinking,  and  are 
completely  dubbed,  that  I  will  prefer  no 
man  to  yourfelf." 
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Die  bonis  faveatquc,  et  concilietur  amicis.     Hok; 

HP  HIS  account  of  Mrs.  Steele  and  her 
fon  did  not  diminifh  the  inclination 
the  Earl  had  to  ferve  them,  in  which  he 
Was  aflifted  by  Lady  Elizabeth.  They  found 
do  difficulty  in  ptevailing  on  Mr.  Trans- 
fer t&  give  Steele  4n  invitation  to  viiit 
him,  with  which  the  young  man  imme- 
diately complied.  His  appearance,  natural 
complaifance,  and  everlafting  good-humour, 
tendered  him  highly  agreeable  to  all  the 
family  at  N—  Houfe,  without  excepting 
Mifs  Warren,  the  young  lady  who  lived 
with  Lady  Elizabeth.  Here  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  mention  by  what  accident  this 
young  lady  came  to  be  introduced  into  the 

family  of  the  Earl  of— >. 

Lady  Elizabeth  happened  to  pafs  through 
the  county  town  at  a  time  when  the  inha- 
bitants, 
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bitants,  by  ringing  of  bells,  bonfires,  and 
illuminations,  were'  announcing  their  joy 
for  a  vi&or  y  obtained  by  a  celebrated  naval 
commander.  She  flopped  her  carriage  at 
the  door  of  an  old  female  acquaintance,  in- 
tending merely  to  leave  a  meffage ;  but  uo- 
derftanding  that  (he  was  a  little  iftdifpofed, 
Lady  Elizabeth  went  to  fee  her  ;  as  (he  en- 
tered the  chamber,  a  beautiful  girl  of  about 
thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of  age,  with 
fevere  marks  of  forrow,  went  out.  After 
Lady  Elizabeth  had  fatisfifcd  herfelf  that  her 
friend's  indifpofition  was  but  flight,  and 
that  (he  was  in  a  way  of  recovery,  fhe  in* 
quired  who  that  lovely  girl  was  who  had 
juft  left  the  room,  and  why  (he  feemed  fo 
much  affiidted. 

"  Alas,  poor  girl,"  replied  the  other, 
"  (he  has  received  the  account  of  her  fa*. 
ther's  being  killed  ia  the  very  a&ion  for 
which  the  citizens  are  difplaying  all  thofe 
marks  of  joy.  Unfortunate  girl/'  conti- 
nued (he,  "  by- her  father's  death,  (he  is 
not  only  deprived  [of  her  only  furviving 
/parent,  but  perhaps  of  the  very  means  of 

Vol.  II.  F  fubfiftence ; 
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Aibfiftence ;  for  there  is  great  reafon  to  fear 
that  her  father, .  who  was  a  very  generous 
as  well  as  a. brave  man,  has  left  more  debts 
than  effe&s.v' 

"  Poor  young  creature/'  faid  Lady  Eli- 
zabeth, "  how  much  is  (he  to  be  pitied — 
how  came  you  acquainted  with  her  ?" 

t€  I  am  a  diftant  relation  of  her  mo- 
ther's," replied  Lady  Elizabeth's  friend; 
"  on  hearing  of  her  father's  death,  I  in- 
vited her  to  my  houfe,  that  I  might  Tooth 
her  affliction,  *mj  prevent  her  being  Clock- 
ed at  feeing  her  young  companions,  un- 
mindful of  her  particular  calamity,  take 
part  in  the  general  joy." 

The  humane  and  benevolent  heart  of 
Lady  Elizabeth  was  ftrongly  affeded  at 
this  recital ;  ihe  continued  for  fome  time  in 
filent  contemplation  on  the  hard  lot  of  this 
unhappy  orphan,  whofe  tender  bofom  was 
wounded  by  one  of  the  (harped  arrows  in 
the  whole  quiver  of  adverfity,  at  a  time 
when  the  hearts  of  all  around  her  were 
elated  with  joy. 

She 
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She  defiFed  that  the  young  lady  might 
be  introduced  to  her ;  (he  fpoke  to  her  the 
Toothing  language  of  fympathy ;  and  was 
charmed  with  her  appearance,  her  conver- 
fatiou,  and  the  whole  of  her  behaviour. 

Lady  Elizabeth  afterwards  made  an  ap- 
plication to  this  young  lady's  neareft  re- 
lations, propofing  to  take  on  herfelf  the 
charge  of  her  maintenance  and  education, 
to  which  they  agreed  with  the  moft  ready 
acquiefcence.  She  carried  her  to  N — — 
Houfe ;  the  Earl,  who.  had  known  Mifs 
Warren's  father  a  little,  and  had  a  high 
efteem  for  his  chara&er,  was  delighted  with 
what  his  fifter  propofed,  and  Mifs  Warren, 
gained  daily  upon  the  affedions  of  both, 
and  was  now  the  confidential  friend  and 
infeparable  companion  of  her  patronefs. 

We  now  return  to  Mr.  Transfer,  who 

became  in  a  Ihort  time  accufiomed  to  his 

nephew,  and  at  length  fo  fond  of  him,  that 

/be  could  hardly  bear  his  abfence  for  a  few 

hours. 

Not  all  the  intereft  which  Steele  had  in 

pleafing  Mr.  Transfer,  however,  nor  even 

F  2  the 
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the  more  powerful  attractions  of  Mifs 
Warren,  could  prevail  on  this  young  man 
to  remain  at  his  Uncle's  hoiife,  after  he  re- 
ceived *  letter  from  his  mother,  written 
in  rather  low  fpirits,  and  expreffing  a  de- 
fire  to  fee  hiift. 

He  allured  his  uncle,  in  fpite  of  his  feli- 
citations to  the  contrary,  that  he  would  fet 
out  for  Yorkfhire  the  very  next  morning. 
Transfer  complained  of  this  to  the  Earl, 
fkying,  ft  was  ftrange  perverfenefs  in  the 
young  man  to  prefer  his  mother's  company, 
who  could  do  nothing  for  him,  to  his,  who 
intended  to  do  fo  much. 

ci  The  general  run  of  people  would  cer- 
tainly a&  otherwife,"  replied  the  Earl; 
4i  but  why  cannot  Mr.  Steele  have  the 
pleafure  both  of  your  company  and  his 
mother's  ?  for  although  (he  ought  not  to  be 
put  on  an  equal  footing  with  a  man  of  your 
great  wealth,  Mr.  Transfer,  yet  the  affec- 
tion the  young  man  (hews  to  his  mother 
is  no  way  unnatural  neither.'9 

"  I  do  not  affert  that  it  is,"  faid  Trans- 
fer, *'  but  what  would  your  Lordfhip  have 
12  me 
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me  to  do,  for  I  do  not  love  to  part  with 
this  youth,  after  having  become  accujlomed 
to  him ;  and  perhaps  his  mother  may  not 
allow  hioi  to  return  fo  foon  as  I  could 
wiflu" 

c<  Invite  his  mother  to  come  with  him*" 
replied  the  Earl,  cc  and  then  he'll  (lay  as 
long  as  you  pleafe.,> 

This  was  an  expedient  which  had  never 
entered  into  Transfer's  mind  j  but  he 
agreed  to  it  the  moment  it  was  propofed. 
He  wrote  to  his  fifter  to  detain  her  fon  as 
fhort  a  time  as  poflible,  and  begged  of  her 
to  accompany  him  to  his  houfe.  Lady 
Elizabeth  wrote  alfo  to  Mrs.  Steele,  ex- 
preffing  a  defire  to  be  acquainted  with  her, 
and  urging  her  to  forget  old  mifunderftand- 
ings,  and  accept  without  delay  of  her  bro- 
ther's invitation. 

Mrs.  Steele  came  accordingly  with  her 

f6n,  and  was  received  by  her  brother  with 

fome  appearance  of  kindnefs,  while  to  her 

'   fon  he  difplayed  as   much  as  was  in  his 

nature.    The  following  day  (he  was  vifited 

F  3  »>y 
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by  the  family  at  N Houfe ;  was  in- 
vited there,  and  treated  in  the  moft  obliging 
manner :  fhe  had  not  re  Tided  a  couple  of 
months  with  Mr.  Transfer,  till  he  entirely 
forgot  Lombard-ftreet,  and  felt  lefs  defire 
of  forfaking  his  own  manfion  for  that  of 
the  Earl ;  and  at  la  ft,  being  again  accuf- 
tomed  to  his  fifter,  and  (he  beftowing 
more  attention  to  amufe  him,  he  became 
fonder  of  her  company  than  even  of  her 
fon's,  who,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  began  to 
have  a  greater  defire  for  Mifs  Wafren's 
company,  than  for  that  of  either  his  uncle 
or  mother. 

This  was  a  happinefs  he  never  enjoyed, 
however,  but  in  the  prefence  of  Lady  Eli- 
zabeth, to  whom  his  partiality  for  her 
young  friend  was  very  evident. 

The  Earl  took  occafion  one  day,  when  he 
found  himfelf  alone  with  Transfer,  to  men* 
tion  young  Steele's  fancy  for  being  a  cler- 
gyman. 

4C  That  is  a  buHners,"  faid  Transfer, 
"  which  there  is  very  little  to  be  made  of. 

I  have 
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I  have  no  notion  of  purchafing  in  a  lottery 
where  there  are  fo  many  blanks  and  fo  few 
prizes,  my  Lord/' 

"  Would  you  not  be  happy  to  fee  your 
nephew  a  Bifhop  ?"  faid  the  Earl. 

"  I  fhould  be  much  happier  to  fee  him 
an  independent  gentleman/'  replied  Tranf- 
fer. 

"  You  may  enjoy  that  happinefs  when 
you  pleafe,"  faid  the  Earl ;  "  for  it  is  in 
your  power  to  make  him  fo  without  injur* 
ing  yourfelf,  or  any  perfon  on  earth." 

This  led  to  a  long  converfation,  in  which 
his  Lordfhip,  with  lefs  difficulty  than  he 
expe&ed,  convinced  Mr.  Transfer,  that 
nothing  would  do  him  fo  much  honour, 
or  contribute  more  to  his  own  happinefs, 
than  executing  what  had  been  thus  acci- 
dentally hinted*  Mrs.  Steele  and  her  fon 
had  by  their  cheerful  attention  gained  the 
citizen's  heart  fo  completely,  as  almoft  to 
alter  his  nature  5  he  had  no  enjoyment  with 
which  they  were  not  intimately  conneded  ; 
and  when  the  Earl  told  him,  that  by  giving 
Steele  a  genteel  independence!  he  would 
F  4  add 
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add  the  generous  ties  of  gratitude  and 
efieem  to  thofe  of  blood  by  which  the  young 
man  was  already  bound  to  him,  the  citizen 
became  impatierit  till  the  deed  was  drawn 
out,  which,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  Mrs. 
Steele  and  her  fon,  was  prefented  to  him 
as  foon  as  executed. 
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Negle£ted,  Tray  and  Pointer  lie  ; 

And  covies  unmolefted  fly.  Prior. 

T  N  the  mean  while,  the  fliooting  feafon 
pafled  away  without  Mr.  Steele  {hewing 
any  defire  of  profiting  by  it  j  his  growing 
paffion  for  Mifs  Warren  entirely  occupied 
his  mind.  He  long  watched,  in  vain,  for 
a  proper  opportunity  of  declaring  his  fen- 
timents  to  her,  and  when  the  long-expe&ed 
opportunity  occurred,  the  timidity  which 
always  attends  fincere  and  refpe&ful  love, 
prevented  him  from  feizing  it.  But  the 
affable  apd  obliging  char  ad  er  of  Lady 
Elizabeth  encouraged  him  to  mention  to 
her  thofe  fen ti meats  which  he  had  been  un- 
able to  exprefs  to  the  young  lady  her- 
felf. 

Lady  Elizabeth's  anfwer  implied  that  he 
ought  to.  attempt  no  engagement  of  fuch 

a  naturei 
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a  nature,  without  the  approbation  of  his 
mother  ind  uncle. 

He  faid,  he  -was  certain  of  the  for- 
mer, but  deferred  fpeaking  to  his  uncle  till 
he  had  fome  reafon  to  hope  that  hia  pro- 
pofals  were  riot  difagreeable  to  Mifa  War- 
ren. 

Lady  Elizabeth  confented  to  found  her 
young  friend  on  the  fubjed,  but  fhe  firft 
informed  her  brother. 

44  I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  this,"  faid  the 
Earl ;  "  for  Transfer  and  his  fitter  feeto 
both  fond  of  her,  and  I  dare  fay  will  be 
pleafed  with  the  propofal ;  Steele  is  fo  very 
good-humoured  a  young  fellow,  that  I  am 
convinced  he  will  make  the  fweet  girl  hap- 
py ;  and  in  her  he  will  have  one  of  the 
beft  wives  in  England.  But  how;  is  fhe  in- 
clined herfelf?" 

"  That  is  what  I  am  not  quite  certain 
of,"  replied  Lady  Elizabeth;  "but  Mr. 
Steele's  appearance  and  difpofition  muft  be 
powerful  advocates  in  his  favour." 

When  Lady  Elizabeth  mentioned  to  Mifs 
Warren  what  paflfed  between  her  and  Mr. 

Steele, 
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Steele,  the  young  lady,  with  fome  degree  of 
folemnity  and  earneftnefs,  hegged  to  know 
whether  her  Ladyfhip  or  the  Earl  had  any 
wifh,  or  were  at  all  interefted  in  the  an- 
fwer  Ae  (hould  give  to  Mr.  Steele. 

"  Nonej  my  fweet  friend,**  faid  Lady 
Elizabeth  ;  "  but  that  it  fliould  be  dictated 
by  your  own  genuine  uninfluenced  inclina- 


tion." 


u  The  whole  of  your  ever  noble  and 
generous  behaviour  ought  to  have  left  me 
no  doubt  of  fuch  an  anfwer,"  cried  Mifs 
Warren,  as  (he  kiffed  her  Lady  {hip's  hand. 
"  I  will  now,  as  you  defire,  tell  you  my  ge- 
nuine fentinients.  It  is  fome  time,?,  conti- 
nued flie,  "  fince  I  perceived  Mr.  Steele's 
partiality  for  me,  and  thought  it  not  im- 
poflible  that  he  might  make  this  propofal. 
I  have  therefore  had  time  to  weigh  the 
matter  fully.  Mr.  Steele  is  evidently  of  a 
cheerful  and  obliging  difpofition ;  he  is 
agreeable  in  his  perfon,  and  I  doubt  not 
poflefles  other  good  qualities :  I  know  what 
his  uncle  has  already  done  for  him,  and 
what  there  is  a  probability  of  his  ftill  do- 
ing j 
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ing ;  yet  all  thofe  advantages  do  not  tempt 
me  from  the  happy  afylum  I  have  found  at 
N— -  Houfe,  for  thefe  fix  years  paft ;  and 
although  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  Mr.' 
Steele  for  his  good  opinion,  I  would  rather 

remain  the  friend  of  Lady  Elizabeth  N , 

than  be  the  wife  of  Mr.  Steele/' 

44  If  the  one  were  incompatible  with  the 
other,  I  am  the  laft  perfon  in  the  world  that 
would  have  propofed  it,*  faid  Lady  Eliza- 
beth. 

c<  I  would  rather,  if  left  to  my  own 
choice/'  faid  Mifs  Warren,  u  remain  the 
one  without  being  the  other." 

Lady  Elizabeth  urged  her  friend  no  far- 
ther) but  in  the  mod  foothing  terms  poffible 
communicated  her  determination  to  Mr. 
Steele,  whofe  whole  behaviour  was  ex- 
preffive  then,  and  for  fome  time  afterwards, 
of  the  fe verity  of  his  difappointment,  and 
the*  permanency  of  his  efteem  for  the 
lady. 

The  truth  was,  that  Mifs  Warren,  al- 
though her  heart  was  difengaged,  and  al- 
though fhe  thought  favourably  of  Steele  in 

.    fome 
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fome  refpe&s,  yet  being*  herfelf  a  young 
lady  of  a  very  accomplifhed  mind,  (he 
pierceived  Mr.  Steele's  deficiency  in  certain 
parts  of  knowledge  which  flie  thought  rc- 
quifite  for  fecuring  to  a  gentleman  the 
cfteem  of  the  world. 

The  efFeft  which  her  refufal  had  on  Mr. 
Steele's  fpirits  appeared,  in  fpite  of  his  ef- 
forts to  conceal  it ;  he  was  teazed  and  di£» 
treffed  by  his  uncle's  inquiries  into  the 
caufe  of  the  alteration  in  his  fpirits,  and 
finding  no  return  of  tafte  for  his  former 
amufements,  he  told  the  Earl  that  he  had 
a  ftrong  inclination  to  go  abroad  for  a  year, 
and  begged  of  his  Lordfhip  to  endeavour  to 
make  his  defign  palatable  to  Mr.  Transfer* 

The  Earl,  to*  whom  his  fitter  had  com- 
municated Mifs  Warren's  determination, 
approved  very  highly  of  Mr.  Steele's  plan, 
not  only  as  the  mod  likely  meafure  that 
could  be  adopted  for  diflipating  that  unea- 
finefs  and  dejedion  which  obfcured  the  na- 
tural gaiety  of  his  difpofition,  but  alfo  for 
the  improvement  of  his  mind,  and  enlarg- 
ing the  range  of  his  ideas. 

He 
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fie  reprefented  therefore  to  Mr.  Transfer^ 
that  his  nephew's  health  was  evidently. on 
the  decline,  and  that  a  fhort  excurfion  to 
the  contineot  was  neceflary  for  its  re-efta- 
blUhment.  After  fome  ftruggle,  the  Earl 
obtained  Mr.  Transfer's  aflent ;  Steele  him- 
fetf  having  by  the  fame  argument  previ- 
oufly  prevailed  on  his  mother,  not  only  to 
abftain  from  any  kind  of  oppofition,  but 
even  to  be  felicitous  for  his  fpeedy  depar- 
ture. 

The  E^rl'a  fecond  fon,  the  Honourable 
Mr.  N ,  had  fome  confiderable  time  be- 
fore this  returned  to  Italy,  partly  from 
choice,  but  in  fome  degree  alfo  on  account 
of  a  complaint  in  his  bread,  and  was  to 
fpend  the  enfuing  winter  at  Naples,  Mr. 
Steele  had  occafionally  heard  the  Earl  rea4 
fome  parts  of  his  letters,  from  which,  as 
well  as  from  his  general  chara&er,  he  had 
formed  a  very  high  opinion  of  him,  and 
had  a  great  defire  to  be  of  his  acquaintance. 
The  Earl  therefore  gave  him  a  letter  to  his 
fon,  recommending  him  as  a  young  gentle- 
man in  whofe  welfare  he  was  greatly  iu- 

terefted  j 
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terefted ;  and  Lady  Elizabeth  wrote  to  her 
nephew  in  the  fame  (train. 

When  Mr.  Steele  came  to  London,  he 
accidentally  met  with  an  acquaintance  go- 
ing to  Milan ;  they  went  together,  (lopping 
only  one  day  at  Paris,  and  that  merely  be- 
caufe  the  gentleman  had  fome  bufinef&to 
tranfafi  there,  which  when  he  had  finiihed 
he  had  the  complaifance  to  tell  Steele,  that 
although  he  himfelf  was  perfectly  well  ac- 
quainted with  Paris,  and  had  no  farther 
bufinefs  in  it,  yet  rather  than  lore  the  plea- 
fure  of  his  company  to  Milan,  he  would 
remain  a  week  or  two  at  Paris,  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  viewing  fome 
of  the  curiofities  of  this  celebrated  capital 
before  he  went  to  Italy. 

Steele  thanked  him,  but  begged  that 
their  journey  might  not  be'  retarded  an  in- 
fant on  his  account.  "  I  thought/'  faid 
his  companion9  "  I  heard  you  fay  you  never 
had  been  here  before." 

€t  I  never  was,"  faid  Steele. 

"  Would  not  you  like  then  to  take  a  view 

ef  the  town  before  we  go£"  faid  the  other. 

I©  **  Why, 
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"  Why,  faith/'  replied  Steele,  u  I  never 
had  much  pleafure  in  looking  at  towns; 
and  as  for  this  here,  I  am  heartily  tired  of 
it  already/' 

They  fet  out  therefore  dire&ly  for  Milan, 
and  the  day  after  their  arrival  Steele  meet- 
ing with  an  Engliih  footman,  who  had  al- 
ready ntade  the  tour  of  Italy,  engaged  him, 
and  proceeded  the  following  morning  to 
Rome,  where  he  flept  one  night,  and  next 
day  he  told  his  fervant  to  order  poft-horfes, 
that  they  might  continue  their  journey  to 
Naples. 

"  Good  God/*  cried  the  man,  u  will 
not  your  honour  day  one  fingle  day  at 
Rome?" 

"  I  have  fome  thoughts  of  it,"  faid 
Steele,  u  when  I  return." 

He  arrived  in  good  health  at  Naples* 
where  he  foon  found  Mr.  N — ,  who,  in- 
dependent of  the  warm  recommendations 
from  his  father  and  aunt,  was  in  a  fhort 
time  fo  pleafed  with  the  carelefs  good  hu- 
mour and  Angularity  of  Steele's  difpofi- 
tion,  that  he  procured  him  an  apartment  in 

the 
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the  lioufe  where  he  himfelf  lodged;  and 
they  had  lived  together  ever  fince. 

The  Baronet  could  not  give  fo  particular 
a  detail  of  Steele's  family  as  has  been  now 
given;  but  he  mentioned  every  circum* 
fiance  relating  to  them  that  was  known  to 
himfelf — after  which  he  and  Mr.JJ 
returned  from  Albano  to  Rome,  where  they 
found  Mr.  Steele  juft  returned  to  his  lodg- 
ings from  the  cricket  party* 

And  there  we  fhall  leave  them,  and  re- 
turn to  Naples  and  to  Laura. 


Vol.  It  G  . 
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Regretter  ce  que  l'on  time  eft  un  Men,  en  comparaifon 
de  vivre  avec  ce  que  Ton  bait.  La  Bruyere. 

^J  ELUCO  was  not  long  married  before 
it  was  pretty  generally  known,  not- 
withftanding  the  intention  of  keeping  it 
for  fome  time  fecret.  The  marriage,  there- 
fore, was  publicly  avowed,  and  Laura  ap- 
peared in  •  all  the  brilliancy  of  drefs  and 
equipage,  which  riches  can  procure,  and 
the  oftentatious  tafte  of  her  hufband  exact- 
ed. She  was  univerfally  admired,  and  the 
acquaintance  of  her  hufband  affiduoufly 
courted  by  many  who,  previous  to  his  mar- 
riage, (hewed  no  great  inclination  to  culti- ' 
vate  it. 

Pofleffed  of  great  riches,  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  birth,  and  having  obtained  the 
woman  he  had  long  ardently  defired,  it  is 

natural 
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natural  to  imagine  that  Zeluco  now  en- 
joyed happinefs,  or  at  lead  tranquillity ; 
but  any  tolerable  degree  of  tranquillity  is 
incompatible  with  perfidy  and  fraud :  be- 
fides,  this  wretched  man  $offeffed  two 
qualities  which  never  mingle  fmoothly  in 
the  character  of  a  hufband  ;  he  was  excef- 
fively  jealous,  and  exceffively  vain  of  his 
wife's  beauty:  a  wifer  man  might  have 
been  excufed  for  the  latter,  but  the  con- 
duct and  chara&er  of  Laiira  left  him  with- 
out any  rational  pretext  for  the  former. 
To  drive  round  the  beauteous  environs  of 
Naples  in  the  carriage  with  her  mother, 
to  improve  her  mind  by  books,  and  to  di- 
vert it  by  mufic,  from  certain  painful  re- 
flections which  often  intruded  themfelves, 
in  fpite  of  all  her  endeavours,  were  the 
fole  amufements  and  occupations  ftie  was 
inclined  to  in  the  abfence  of  her  hufband. 
When  he  was  prefent,  which  was  by  no 
means  the  mod  comfortable  part  of  her 
time,  fubftituting  a  fenfe  of  duty,  all  that 
was  in  her  power,  in  the  place  of  affec- 
tion, which  (he  could  not  command,  fhe 
G  %  adapted 
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adapted  her  cdnverfatiori  and  conduct,  as 
much  as  (he  could,  to  what  (he  thought 
would  pleafe  him :  but  if  there  are  tempers, 
of  ftfch  afi  unfortunate  frame  that  even 
when  joined  to  -goodhefs  of  difpofition,  it 
is  impoflible  to  pleafe,  how  then  could  the 
efforts  Of  this  unhappy  young  woman  prove 
fuccefsful,  who  had  t6  deal  with  a  peevifli 
temper  engrafted  on  a  vicious  difpofition  ? 
Zeiuco's  vanity  was  continually  inciting 
him  to  carry  Laura  to  places  of  public  re- 
fort;  yet  fuch  was  the  capricious  abfurdity 
of 'the  man,  that  he  was  at  once  defirous 
of  difplaying  the  beauty  of  his  wife,  and 
unable  to  bear  the  admiration  which  it  al- 
ways attracted.     And  when  (he  was  parti- 
cularly accofted  by  thofe  gentlemen  whom 
he  himfelf  had  introduced  to  her  acquaint- 
ance, the  commoneft  civility  on  her  part, 
fuch'  as  the  laws  of  good  manners  render 
indifpenfable,  filled  him  with  chagrin,  and 
feldom  failed,  for  fome  hours,  to  throw  an 
additional  (hade  of  ill-humour  upon  the 
habitual  gloom  of  his  temper:  fo  that  it 
was  impoflible   for  Laura  to  gratify  his 

vanity 
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vanity  without  exciting  hid  jealoufy*  and 
it  is  difficult  to  determine,  even  during  the 
period  in  which  his  fondnefe  was  at  the 
height*  whether  fhe  afforded  him  more 
pain  or  pleafure,  while  it  is  certain  that 
his  behaviour,  from  the  beginning,  filled 
far  with  vexation  and  remorfe. 

An  Italian  of  high  rank,  from  a  differ- 
ent part  of  Italy,  happened  at  this  time  to 
come  to  Naples,  where  he  lived  at  con- 
fiderable  expence,  and  in  an  oftentatious 
ftyle ;  he  was  prefented  to  Laura  by  Zelucq 
himfelf,  foon  after  their  marriage:  peculi- 
arly pleafed  with  her  converfation  and  be- 
haviour, this  nobleman  addrefled  himfelf 
more  to  her  than  to  any  other  woman,  as 
often  as  he  met  her  in  public.  This  was 
remarked  by  Zeluco,  and  produced  the 
ufual  effect  on  his  temper. — -Laura,  con- 
fcious  of  »o  impropriety  in  thought  or 
condudfc,  imputed  her  hufband's  ill-hu- 
mour on  this,  as  on  other  fimilar  occafions, 
to  an  unfortunate  habit  of  fretting  without 
caufe,  and  took  notice  of  it  in  no  other 
way  than  by  redoubling  her  endeavours  to 
G  3  pleafe 
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pleafe  him.  Zeluco  himfelf,  though  he 
was  unable  to  control  the  fulkinefs  of  his 
temper,  was,  for  fome  time,  afliamed  to 
mention,  to  her  what  occafioned,  or  rather 
what  increafed  it,  in  the  prefent  inftance. 
At  length,  however,  he  expreffed  fome 
difapprobation  of  .the  attention  which  this 
noblerrian  paid  her. 

44  I  will  mod  cheerfully  abftain," 
faid  Laura,  li  from  going  to  thofe  places 
where  I  have  any  chance  of  meeting 
him." 

4<  How  is  that  poffible  ?"  faid  Zeluco; 
44  he  is  at  every  public  place/' 

<4  I  will  go  to  no  public  place,"  faid 
Laura. 

4<  That  would  feem  very  fingular,"  re- 
fumed  he.  « 

4C  The  Angularity  is  of  fmall  import- 
ance," faid  fhe,  c4  provided  you  are  fatif- 
fied." 

4<  No  ;'*  replied  he,  c<  it  would  be  im- 
proper for  you  not  to  go  to  thofe  aflemblies 
which  all  people  of  rank  frequent;  but  you 
may  behave  in  fuch  a  manner  when  you 

fee 
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fee  him  there,  as  will  prevent  his  fpeaking 
to  you  any  more/' 

"  In  what  manner  is  that  ?"  faid  Laura. 

"  A  woman  who  is  difpleafed  with  a 
man's  addrefles,  is  never  at  a  loft  to  find  it 
out/'  replied  he. 

"  But  I  have  not  the  leaft  reafon  to^  be 
difpleafed  with  the  manner  in  which  this 
gentleman  addreffes  me,"  faid  fhe;."  yet, 
if  you  havey  I  certainly  wiftx  to  converfe 
with  him  no  more.'' 

"  Every  woman  who  has  no  defire  of 
pleating  a  man/9  refumed  Zeluco,  "  knows 
an  eafy  way  of  breaking  up  all  connexion 
with  him,  without  abfenting  herfelf  from 
the  places  where  there  is  a  probability  of 
meeting  him/' 

"  Well,"  replied  Laura,  endeavouring 
to  fmile, il  I  am  a  woman  quite  ignorant  of 
that  eafy  way,  yet  affuredly  I  have,  no 
particular  defire  of  pleating  the  perfon  in 
queftion." 

"  I  am  not  quite  fure  of  that/9  faid  he. 
«/*  How  fhall  I  prove.it  to  you  ?"  refumed 
Laura* 
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w  IJy  turning  abruptly  from  h\m"  replied 
Zeluco,  "  when  he  next  fpeaks  to  you." 

"  Would  not  that  be  rude,"  replied 
Laura,  '*  to  one  of  his  rank,  add  whom 
you  introduced  to  me  ?— but  I  am  fure  you 
lay  this  only  in  jeft. — Come,  my  way  is 
the  beft- — let  me  avoid  public  places-r-at 
leaft  till  he  leaves  Naples';  it  is  hut  three 
weeks." 

u  How  came  you  to  know  fo  exactly,'* 
faid  Zeluco,  with  an  air  of  furprife,  <c  when 
he  was  to  leave  Naples  ?" 

u  By  your  informing  mc,n  replied 
.Laura, 

4<  My  informing  you  !H  faid  he. 

"  Yes,"  replied  Laura;  "  do  you  not 
remember  that  a  few  days  ago  you  told  py 
mother  and  me  that  he  was  to  fet  out  for 
Rome  in  lefs  than  a  month?1' 

€t  The  news  feems  to  have  made  a  ftrong 

fmpreffion  on  you,"  feid  Zeluco,  peevifhly. 

s  ?.  Juf*  enough  "to  make  me  recoiled  it 

'^now,  for  the  firft  time  fince  you  mentioned 

it,"  replied  Laura. 

!«  Weil, 
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€€  Well,  you  will  behave  as  you  thinly 
proper/9  faid  Zeluco,  in  a  little  better 
humour ;  "  but  you  cannot  but  underftand 
Jus  drift  in  the  great  attention  he  pays 
you." 

<c  I  have  feen  nothing  but  politenefs  in 
his  behaviour  to  me/'  fhe  replied ;  u  but 
the  moment  he  difcovers  any  drift  that 
ought  to  be  difagreeable  to  you,  I  {hall 
certainly  turn  from  him  in  the  manner 
you  defire." 

Zeluco  withdrew,  and  Laura*  with  a 
figh,  exclaimed, C4  Alas  !  my  mother,  had 
you  known  this  man,  the  wealth  of  India 
could  not  have  bought  your  confent  to  his 
being  united  to  your  poor  unfortunate 
daughter." — She  then  burft  into  a  flood  of 
tears,  and  having  in, this  manner  afluaged 
the  anguifh  of  her  heart,  fhe  wiped  her 
eyes,  fummoned  all  her  firmnefs,  and  met 
her  mother  and  hufband  at  dinner  with  a 
ferene  and  cheerful  countenance. 
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The  Prifoners. 

COME  little  time  after  this,  Madame de 
Seidlits  received  a  very  unexpe&ed  let- 
ter from  her  fon-in-law,  dated  from  Rome, 
in  which  hfe  acquainted  her,  that  his  friend 
Baron  Carloftein  and  he  were  juft  arrived 
in  that  city,  and  intended  foon  to  pay  her 
a  vifit  at  Naples. 

"  Baron  Carloftein  had  long  had  a  great 
inclination  to  vifit  Italy,  and  had  received 
his  fovereign's  permiflion  for  that  purpofe  ; 
while  he  was  preparing  for  his  journey,  it 
occurred  to  him,  that  his  friend  Seidlits 
would  probably  be  happy  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  feeing  his  mother  and  fifter, 
particularly  the  latter,  of  whofe  marriage 
he  had  lately  heard.  The  Baron,  there- 
fore, afked  it  as  a  particular  favour  of  Cap- 
tain Seidlits  to  accompany  him;  land  on  the 

Captain's 
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Captain's  agreeing,  the  king's  •  leave  was 
obtained  for  him  alfo ;  and  the  two  friends 
fet  out  together.  Carloftein  foon  perceived 
that  his  companion  had  infinitely  more 
impatience  to  be  with  Madame  de  Seidlits 
and  Laura,  than  admiration  of  thofe  mafter- 
pieces  of  art  which  detain  the  connqifleur 
and  antiquarian  in  their  travels  through 
Italy.  That  Captain  Seidlits  therefore 
might  pafs  as  much  as  poflible  of  the 
period  for  which  he  had  leave  of  abfence 
with  his  mother  and  filler,  Carloftein  had 
the  complaifance  to  continue  his  courfe 
diredtly,  and  with  great  expedition,  to 
Rome.  After  a  hafty  view  of  what  is  moft 
remarkable  in  that  city,  he  propofed  to 
accompany  his  friend  to  Naples,  remain 
fome  time  there;  and,  on  his  return  to  Ger- 
many, travel  all  over  Italy  with  that  lei- 
fure  and  attention  which  the  curiofities  the 
country  prefents  merit. 

Captain  Seidlits,  in  his  letter  to  his  mo- 
ther-in-law, aflured  her  that  the  banker's 
failure  would  not  be  attended  with  the  bad 
confequencesr  which  were  feared  at  fir  ft ;  and 

concluded 
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concluded  by  exprefliona  of  the  warmeft 
afFe&ion  for  hie  fifter,  with  compliments 
to  her  hufband,  to  whom,  he  added,  he 
was  impatient  to  be  known,  and  vhom  he 
was  prepared  to  eftecm. 

This  letter  was  followed,  within  a  few 
days,  by  one  from  Signora  Sporza,  inform- 
ing Madame  de  Seidlits  that  Mr-  N  ■ ,  ■■■ 
bad  met  with  the  Baron  Carloftein  and  Cap* 
tain  Seidlits  at  the  Cardinal  Bernis'  aflem- 
bly,  and  had  prefented  thofe  gentlemen  to 
her*  She  dwelt  a  good  deal  on  the  praifes 
of  both,  adding,  That  they  were  fo  much 
approved  of  by  the  Roman  ladies,  thaj  Ifce 
imagined  they  would  find  it  difficult  to 
leave  Rome  fo  foon  as  they  intended:  fhe 
concluded  by  warning  Madame  de  Seid- 
lits and  Laura  not  to  be  greatly  furprifed 
or  difappointed  if  Captain  Seidjits  did  not 
arrive  at  Naples  fo  foon  as  he  had  ap- 
pointed. 

Baron  Carloftein  and  his  friend  had  been 
recommended  in  a  diftinguifhed  manner  to 
Cardinal  de  Bernis,  who  fent  them  an  in- 
vitation to  dinner  fome  days  after  the  date 

of 
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of  Signora  Sporza's  letter  above  mentioned* 
At  his  very  hofpitable  and  magnificent 
board  they  met  with  the  Honourable  Mr« 
N ,  his  uncle,  Mr.  Steele,  and  a  va- 
riety of  other  ftrangers  ;  it  happened  that 
there  was  at  table  one  perfoo,  at  leaft,  from 
almoft  every  country  of  Europe ;  the  con- 
vention turned  a  good  deal  on  national 
chara&er,  and  feveral  lively  traits  were 
mentioned  by  way  of  illuftration  ;  but 
whether  it  was  owing  to  a  notion  that  the 
Britifh  bear  ftrokes  of  this  kind  with  left 
good- humour  than  the  inhabitants  of  other 
countries,  or  whatever  was  the  caufe,  it  fo 
happened,  that  for  a  eonfiderable  .time  no 
mention  was  made  of  any  peculiar  feature 
belonging  to  them. 
*    At  length  the  Cardinal,  addrefling  him- 

felf  to  Mr.  N ,  faid,  he  could  not  help 

thinking,  that  the  melancholy  generally 
attributed  to  the  Englifli  nation  was  greatly 
exaggerated.  He  mentioned  many  Englifh 
gentlemen  with  whom  he  had  the  pleafure 
of  being  \acquainted,  who  were  as  gay  as 
any   Frenchmen,    without    the  levity   of 
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which  his  countrymen  were  fo  much  accuf- 
ed ;  befides,  continued  he,  politely,  "  Can 
any  thing  be  lefs  probable,  than  that  the 
nation,  which'  perhaps  of  all  others  has 
the  beft  reafon  to  be  cheerful,  fhould  be  the 
moft  melancholy  V — In  return  to  this,  Mr* 

N obferved,  That  what  was  the  moft 

probable,  was  not  always  the  moft  true  > 
that,  in  his. opinion,  nothing  was  fo  much 
to  be  envied  9$  that  charming  quality  which 
feemed  inherent  irk  the  French  nation,  of 
fupporting,  without  murmuring,  and  even, 
with  gaiety,  many  of  fhofe  vexatious  in- 
cidents in  life  which'  fink  the  people  of 
other  nations  into  deje&ion,  or  overwhelm 
them  with  defpair;  that  it  was  prepofteroiis 
to  call  that  quality  of  the  mind  levity  which 
does  what  philofophy  often  attempts  in 
vain.  As  for  the  melancholy  imputed  to 
his  countrymen,  he  was  much  afraid,  that, 
notwithftanding  the  particular  exceptions 
which  had  come  under  his  Eminence's  ob- 
fervation,  it  was  but  too  well  founded :  and 
he  illuftrated  his  affertion  by  the  following 
anecdote : 

u  During 
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.  <f  During  a  late  war  between  France  and 
Great  Britain,"  faid  Mr.  N— — ,  ct  an 
Englifli  veffel  of  fuperior  force  took  a 
French  frigate  after  an  obftinate  engage* 
ment,  in  which  the  French  officers  display- 
ed that  intrepidity  which  is  fo  natural  to 
them.  The  frigate  was  brought  into  a 
commercial  town  upon  the  Englifh  coaft, 
and  the  officers  were  treated  with  gfceai 
hofpitahty  by  fome  of  the  principal  in- 
hibitahts  :  one  very  rich  merchant  in 
particular  invited  them  frequently  to  his 
houfe,  where  he  entertained  them  in  a  very 
magnificent  manner*— The  firft  day  on 
which  they  dined  with  him,  his  lady  be- 
Jiaved  with  fuch  peculiar  attention  to  the 
prifoners,  that  (he  feemed  to  negledall 
the  other  guefts  at  her  table.  After  the 
.company  had  withdrawn,  fhe  fpoke  highly 
to  her  hufband  of  the  politqnefs  and  eafy 
agreeable  manners  of  the  French  nation, 
and  added,  that  it  gave  her  pleafure  to  per- 
ceive that  the  French  gentlemen  who  had 
juft  left  them,  inftead  of  giving  way  to 
vain  repining,  or  allowing  their  fpirits  to 

be 
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be  deprefled  by  their  misfortune,  had 
{hewn  the  utmoft  cheerfulnefs  and  gaiety 
during  the  whole  rej^aft,.  all  except  one 
gentleman,  who  feemed  much  deje&ed*  and 
almoft  entirely  overcome  with  the  idea  of 
being  a  prifonet.  This  fhe  accounted  for  by 
fuppofing  that  his  lafs  was  greater  than 
that  of  all  the  reft  put  together;  and  fhe 
apprehended,  from  the  obftinate  filence  he 
had  retained,  and  from  the  difcohtent  and 
melancholy  fo  ftrongly  marked  in  his  coun- 
tenance, that  the  poor  gentleman  would 
not  long  furvive  his  misfortune. 

"  I  cannot  imagine  who  you  mean/9  faid 
the  hufband. 

The  lady  defcribed  the  mail  fo  exa&ly* 
that  it  was  impofiible  to  miftake  him. 

44  That  unfortunate  gentleman,"  faid  the 
hufband,  "  is  none  of  the  prifoners;  he  is 
the  captain  of  the  Englifh  vefTel  who  took 
them." 
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CHAP.    LXIL 
Carlo/kin  and  SeidUts  strive  4t  Naples. 

A  LL  the  alluretrienta  of  Rome,  how- 
ever, cotdd  not  overcome  Captain  Seid* 
lits's  impatient  defire  of  feeing  his  relations 
at  Naples  *  and  the  Baron,  yielding  to  his 
friend's  eagernefs,  agreed  to  fet  out  fooner 
than  Signora  Spprza  had  given  Madame  de 
Seidlks  feafon  to  expe& 

Mr*  N —  would  ham  willingly  accom- 
panied them,  provided  he  had  been  able  to 
prevail  on  his  uncle  to  go  fo  far  as  Naples. 
But  thM  gentleman  had  received  fome  letters 
from  Engiatid,  which  made  him  impatient 
to  return  dire&ly ;  and  all  the  fears  which 
were  fuggefted  by  Buchanan  being  now 
dUfipated  by  the  marriage  of  Zeluco  to 
Lauca>  he  rather  wifhed  bis  nephew  to  re- 
main andttier  feafon  in  Italy>  as  he  had  , 
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been  advifed  for  the  confirmation  of  his 
health. 

'  Mr.  N—  accompanied  the  Baronet  on  his 
way  home  as  far  as  Florence,  and  there 
took  his  leave  of  him  and  Mr*  Steele,  who 
had  received  letters  from  his  mother  and 
Mr.  Transfer,  prefling  his  immediate  re- 
turn in  the  mod  earned  terms.  Steele, 
therefore,  to  the  great  fatisfa&ibn  of  the 
Baronet,    refolved  to  accompany  htm  to 

-  England  ;  and  on  the  day  they  left  Flo- 
rence, Mr.  N —  fet  out  on  his.  return  to 
Naples,  where  Signora  Sporza  had  arrived 
before  him. 

Carloftein  and  Seidlits  had  reached  that 
city  aconfiderable  time  before  either.  On 
the  morning  of  their  arrival,  Zeluco  had 
gone  to  the  country  with  the  nobleman 
whom  he  had  accompanied  from  Sicily, 
and  was  not  to  return  till  the  day  after. 
Laura  determined  to  paf?  that  interval  with 
her  mother. 

Madame  de  Seidlits  was  delighted  with 
the  thoughts,  of  feeing  her  fon-in-law,  for 
whom  flxe  had  always  felt  the  fincereft 

eftcem 
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fcfteem  and  friendfhip  ;  and  Laura: had 
more  h&ppinefs  in  the  expedation  of 
paffing Tome  time  with,  her  brother*  than 
if*  any  refle&ion  which  had  occupied  hec 
mind  finoe  her  marriage.  , ,  She  likewife 
experienced  ,a  confufed  fentiment  of  plea* 
fure  and  uneafinefs*  the  fource  of  which 
fhe  did  not  clearly  comprehend,  in  the 
idea  of  meeting  Carloftein,  who  had  ftruck 
her  fancy  fo  ftrongly  in  her  youth  that  the 
impreffioa  had  never  fince  been  entirely 
effaced* 

Immediately  after  their  arrival  at  Naples* 
Captain  Seidlits  waited  on  his  mothet-in- 
law,  with  whom  he  found  his  filler;  wheti 
the  reciprocal  cdngratulations  and  compli- 
ments Were  ended,  Madame  de  Seidlits* 
inquiring  what  was  become  of  his  friend* 
was  told,  that  he  had  infilled  on  remaining 
at  the  inn  by  himfelf  for  the  firft  day  of 
their  meeting  at  leaft»  that  he  might  be  no 
bar  to  that  domeftic  kind  of  conyerfation 
fo  natural  among  near  relations  after  a 
long  abfericet  f(  I  cannot  bear  the  appear- 
ance of  your  leaving  your  friend  at  an  inn 
H  a  the 
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the  momenta  you  arrive  among  your,  rela- 
tion*/' laid  Madame  de  Scidlits:  ««  we 
fliall  have  abundance  of  opportunities  for 
domeftic  char;  fo  if  you  think  the  Baron 
Can  put  up  with  a  poor,  dinner,  we  had 
heft  fend  for  him."  Captain  Seidlits,  who 
had  with  relu&ance  left  his  friend  to  dine 
alone,  heard  this  propofal  with  pleafure, 
faying,  c*  If  that  is  the  only  objedion,  I 
fhall  certainly  endeavour  to  bring  him;  for 
I  never  knew  any  man  have  a  greater  re- 
lifh  for  good  company,  and  fo  much  indif- 
ference for  good  fare/9 

This  propofal  of  her  mother's  was  not 
heard  with  perfeft  tranquillity  by  Laura; 
who  forefaw  that  it  would  lead  to  their 
palling  the  whole  evening  together;  and 
from  what  flie  had  remarked  of  her  hut 
band's  temper,  (he  feared  that  he  might 
not  be  pleafed  when  he  came  to  know 
that  inftead  of  her  having  patTed  the  time 
of  his  abfence  with  her  mother  only,  a 
young  gentleman  befides  her  brother  was 
of  the  party;  ihe  could  not  objeft  how- 
ever without"  giving  a  reafon  to  her  mo- 
ther, 
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ther,  which  (he  wifhecj  to  conceal ;  nor 
could  fhe,  with  propriety,  withdraw  firoitt 
a  company  of  which  her  brother,  fo  lately 
arrived,  was  one. 

Captain  Seidlits  left  them,  and  returned1 
foon  after  with  his  friend. 

The  Baron  Carloftein  was  at  this  time  on1 
the  borders  of  thirty  years  of  age  \  he  waft' 
a&ive  and  genteel  in  his  peifon;  he  had 
an  open  manly  countenance,   which  ^an- 
nounced candour  and  good  fenfc ;  his  con* 
verfation  and  condud  confirmed  what  his 
features  indicated ;  his  general  manner  was ' 
gentle;    yet  when   provoked,  which  did 
not  (lightly  happen,    his   fine  blue  eyes 
darted  a  fire  very  different  from  their  ufual 
expreffion. 

When  Captain  Seidlits  prefented  him  to' 
his  fitter  as  an  old  acquaintance,  he  was1 
ftruck  with  admiration  at  the  improvement* 
which  a  few  years  had  made  in  the  gtaces' 
of  her  face  and  perfon.  Her,  tfhbtn  her 
recolle&ed  only  as  a  lively  grri,  juftburfl** 
ing  from  childhood,  he  now  beheld  a  wo- 
man in  the  full  bloom  of  beauty,  andr 
H  3  formed 
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formed  by  Nature's  fincft  fymmetry.  If 
he  found  the  appearance  of  Laura  more 
interefting  on  account,  of;  its  alterations, 
{he  was  the  more  pleafed  with  his*  becaufe 
it  remained  the  feme. 

After  dinner  Madame  de  Seidlits,  re* 
Hewing  an  old  fource  of  fportive  difputef 
faid  to  her  ibn-in-law,  '«.  I  hope  your  fhort 
ftay  at  Rome  was  fufficicqt  tp  convert  you 
from  your  heretical  opinions  on  the  article 
of  femaje  beauty  j  and  you  will  now  con-* 
fefs  that  the  fine  e^preffive  countenances 
of  the  Roman  ladies  are  far  more  interefting 
than  all  the  bloom  of  th?  Saxoq," 

Captain  Seidlits,  however,  fought  the 
caufe  of  his  countrywomen  with  an  in- 
trepidity worthy  of  a  knight- errant.  cl  I 
will  appeal  to  Baron  Carloftein,"  faid  Ma- 
dame de  Seidlits ;  "  his  partiality  for  his 
country  will-not-  blind  .hi*  judgment  nor 
cpfrupt  his  pandour— yrhich  do  you  think 
the  fineft  ftyle  pf  co\intepapc$,  thfrt  of  the 
Italian,  or  German  women  ?'* 

"  I  prefer  a  mixture  qf  both?  replied  he, 
tlvQwipg  the  glance  pf  an  jpftant  at  JLiaunu 

*f  Avous% 
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u  A  vous,  ma  four,"  faid  Captain  Seid- 
Kts,  who  had  accidentally  taken  up  a  gui- 
tar,  the  moment  before  he  made  this  appeal 
to  his  fitter. 

Laura  bluftied  at  the  import  of  the  Ba- 
ron's anfwer,  and  was  embarrafled  by  her 
brother's  dire&  application  of  it ;  (he  ex- 
tricated herfeJf,  however,  by  fnatching  her 
guitar  out  of  his  hand,  faying, "  V6hntiers% 
monfrert?  and  inftantly  playing  one  of  his 
favourite  airs. 

This  turned  the  converfation;  and  Laura, 
who  was  a  very  great  proficient  in  mufic, 
was  defired  to  play  feveral  pieces  on  the 
harpficbord  as  well  as  guitar,  which  jfhe 
accompanied  with  her  voice  in  a  manner 
that  would  have  delighted  a  far  lefs  partial 
audience. 

The  evening  was  fpent  with  entire  fatif- 
faftion  by  Madame  de  Seidlits  and  the 
Captain;  Laura's  enjoyment  was  blended 
with  great  inquietude;  Carloftein  hardly 
uttered  a  fentence,  as  his  friend  and  he 
returned  to  their  lodgings,  where,  pre- 
tending to  be  difpofed  to  deep,  he  retired 
H  4  imme- 


(39  2ELUC  Q. 

immediately  to  his  bed-chamber,  and*  paficd 
the  night  meditating  en  the  accoftpliihr 
stents  of  Laura. 

Zeluco  at  his  return  received  the  two 
ftrangers*  with  politenefs,  and  many  ex- 
predion*  of  friendfliip;  their  appearance 
and  manners  attraded  the  approbation  of 
all  to  whom  they  were  prefented.  He  per- 
ceived that  his  connexion  with  them  did 
himfelf  credit,  and  therefore  was  unremit- 
ting in  his  attentions,  and  entertained  them 
with  aprofufion  of  magnificence  exceeding 
what  he  formerly  difplayed. 

Some  fuch  mptive  of  felfiflmeft.  and  va- 
nity is  the  ufual  fource  of  afientntious  en- 
tertainment ;  frtendthip  and  cordial  good* 
will  to  the  gueftft  are  fatisfied-  with  mere 
(imple  preparation*  for  their  comfort  and 
conveniency. 

As  Mr.  N-—  lived  in  the  greateft  in* 
timacy  with  Carloftein  and  Seidlits*  and 
was  highly  refpe&ed  by  them*  he  was  in- 
vited  to  all  thofe  fplendid  feafts  which  Ze- 
luco's  vanity  prompted  him  to  give  for  the 
entertainment  of  .his,  brother-in-law  and 

the 
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I  the  Baron.    Zehico  was  alfo  affiduouaitt 

i  contriving   parties   of  pleafure  for   thctt* 

I  amufement ;  and  often  accompanied  theta 

j  when  they  went  to  vifit  the  environs  of 

this  very  interefting  city*    He  engaged  a 

certain  Abbe  of  diftingu&hed  tafte  in  .virti 

to  attend  them  at  their  Qcerone,  and  cx+ 

.  plain  the  antiquities  brought  from  Hereto 

laaeum  and  Pompeia*  and  the  other  curb* 

fities  colle&ed  ia  the  Mufeum  at  Forticib 

Madame  de  Seidlits  and  her  daughter  *enj 

generally  of  thofe  parties:   But  Captain 

Seidlits,  as  was  already  hinted,   had  not 

fo  great  a  relifh  for  virtu  as  either  his 

friend  Carloftein  or  Mr.  N  ■■■-■ ;  nor  was 

he  enthufiaftically  ftruck  with  the  various 

qatural  beauties  which  adorn  the  Bay  of 

Naples.    Intended  from  his  early  youth 

for  the  profeffion  of  arms,  his  (Indies  and 

reflexions  were  pretty  much  confined  to 

what  related  to  the  military  art ;  and  he 

was  not  folicitous  of  being  thought  &  c&a- 

*  noifleur  in  any  other.    Having  houeftly 

acknowledged  that  the  Bay  of  Naples*  wur 

the.  mod  beautiful  profped  be  hufcete* 

fceu, 
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ken;  he  was  little  difpofed  to  fay,  and  as 
little  to -hear,  any  more  about  it ;  and 
when  the  Abbe  began  to  defcant  on  ruins, 
and  lava,  and  antiques,  he  left*  other*  to 
profit  by  the  ledure,  and  walked  away 
humgung  a  march  or  fome  other  favourite 
air  to  himfelf.  As  little  could  Seidlits  fup- 
port  the  Abbe's  differtations  on  the  Roman 
arms,  and  their  manner  of  ufing  them; 
although  that  learned  ecclefiaftic  explained 
thofe  matters  with  an  accuracy  and  mi- 
nutenefs  which  vfroiild  have  aftoniftied  one 
of  Caefar's  beft  Centurions.  All  this  learn- 
ing and  eloquence  'were  exhaufted  in  vain 
to  (hake  the  early  prejudice  which  Seidlits 
had  conceived  in  favour  of  the  firelock  and 
bayonet.  He  became  at  length  completely 
fick  of  antiquities,  and  often  curfed  thofe 
everlafting  curiofnies,  each  of  which  drew 
a  le&ure  from  the  Abbe,  and  were  conti- 
nually crpffing  their  way,  whatever  road 
they  took  in  their  excuriions  from  Naples. 

Wheii  Laura  was  of  the  party,  Seidlits 

was  fond  of  drawing  her  from  the  reft  of 

tfre  company,    aqd  converting  with  her 

12  apart. 
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Apart.  And  flie,  although  not  exaftly  of 
her  brother's  way  of  thinking  on  the  fub- 
jefifc  of  virtu,  generally  yielded  to  his  feli- 
citation. They  talked  of  their  acquaint- 
ance in  Germany;  of domeftic affairs;  and 
fometimes  their  convention  turned  upon 
Carloftein;  the  virtues  of  his  friend  was 
a  fubjeft  on  which  Seidlits  dwelt  with 
enthufiafm;  lie  was  eager  to  enumerate 
inftaqces  of  his  generous  nature,  and  to 
give  proofs  of  the  noble  turn  of  his  mind* 
Laura  and  Carloftein  were  the  two  people 
on  earth  for  whom  Seidlits  had  the  great- 
eft  efteem  and  affe&ion  j  he  was  anxious, 
therefore,  that  they  (hould  efteem  each 
other ;  and  with  this  view  he  was  apt  to 
dwell  on  the  praifes  of  each  to  the  other. 
The  fubjed  was  more  agreeable  to  both 
(ban  he  dreamt  of. 
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chap.  Lxni. 

He  Highlander. 

— Cujw 
Dexter*  per  Wxum,  pfetas  fpeftata  per  ignes. 

Ovid. 

£APTAIN  Seidlits  was  attended  by 
an  elderly 'man,  a  native  of  the  North 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  whofe  name  was 
Duncan  Targe.  As  there  is  fomething 
fmgular  in  this  man's  ftory,  and  in  the 
accidents  by  which  he  came  into  the  Cap- 
tain's fervice,  it  is  not  foreign  to  our  pur- 
pofe  to  mention  a  few  of  the  particulars. 

His  father,  who  rented  a  fmall  portion 
of  land  of  a  nobleman  of  that  country, 
being  upon  his  death-bed,  exprefled  a  de- 
fire  of  feeing  his  mafter ;  the  nobleman 
went  dire&ly  to  the  hut  of  his  tenant,  and 
condoled  with  him  on  the  melancholy 
date  he  feemed  to  be  in.    "  I  am  greatly 

indebted 
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indebted  to  your  Lordihip,"  jQud  the  dyijjg 
ipan,  "  for  thepondcfcenfipn  and  kindneft 
which  you  have  always  fhewpd  to  pie.  \ 
am  now  dying,  say  Lord,  and  would  will- 
ingly leave  to  fb  good  *  matter  what  I 
have  of  the  greateft  value  in  this  world/* 

"  I  am  h«ppy  to  hear,  qiy  good  friend/' 
laid  his  Lordihip,  "  that  you  have  any 
thing  of  value  to,  leave  ;  for  I  was  much 
afraid  that  you  had  loft  the  whole,  qr  the 
greateft  part,  of  what  you  had,  when, 
contrary  to  my  advice,  you  became  furety 
for  your  relation  at  Invernefr;  but  wlutf> 
ever  you  have,  I  muft  infift  qppn  your' 
leaving  it  all  to  your  little  fpn  Duncan 
here;  and  whatever  his  portion  is,  I  am 
more  difpofed  to  add  to  it,  than  diminiih 


it.'' 


ic  Little  Du»c9p  is  all  I  luve  to  leave/' 
replied  the  poor  man ;  cc  and  the  greateft 
uneaQnefs  I  have  in  dying,  is  the  thought 
of  the  deftitme  condition  of  that  poor  boy ; 
for  my  rel^iope  $t  Jnvernefs,  are  all  rqined 
by  the  fe/pe  t^is^fqrtupe  which  has  reduced 
|ne.    I  therefore  earneftly  entreat  of  your 

Lordfhip 
9 
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Lordffiip  to  accept  of  this  pool*  Orphari,  i§ 
a  pledge  of  my  regard,  and  the  only  legacy 
I  have  to  bellow."  ' 

"  I  do  accept  of  him  with  all  my  heart 
and  foul,'*  cried  his  Lordfhip ;  fc  and  if  he 
proves  as  honeflr  a  man  as  his  father,  no-* 
thing  but  death  (hall  part  him  and  me." 

u  Praife  be  to  the  Almighty,"  cried  thd 
dying  man,  with  uplifted  eyes  and  arms. 
u  Thanks  to  the  gracious  God  of  heaven 
and  earth  for  ?11  his  goodnefs  to  me  and 
mine! — Oh!  my  good  Lord,"  continued 
he,  addreffing  the  Nobleman,  u  you  have 
made  me  a  happy  man.*'— Here  the  fudden 
gufli  of  joy  overwhelmed  the  feeble  heart 
of  this  poor  man ;  he  fell  back  on  his  heath 
pillow,  and  expired. 

The  Nobleman  led  the  boy  home  to  his 
cattle,  and  after  placing  him  fome  years  at 
fchool,  took  him  to  attend  his  own  perfort. 
He  was  in  this  fituation  when  the  rebel- 
lion broke  out  in  the  year  1745  ;  in  which 
his  mafter  unfortunately  taking  a  part* 
young  Targe,  being  then  a  (tripling  of  fif- 
teen or  fixteen  years  of  age,  accompanied 

him, 
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him,  and  continued  infeparably  attached 
to  his  Lordihip  after  the  battle  of  Culloden 
during  a  confiderable  time  in  which  they 
ikulked  among  the  mod  remote  parts  of  the 
Highlands*  ....;•- 

On  this  trying  ocqafion,  Targe,  being  a 
youth  of  a  hardy  Highland  coftftitution 
and  fpirit,  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  repaying 
his  matter  for  all  his  former  kindnefs  by 
his  unftiaken  fidelity  and  grateful  attach- 
ment. In  one  or  two  inftances  he  actually 
faved  him  from  ftarving  among  the  moun- 
tains, by  bringing  him,  at  the  rifk  of  his 
own  life,  provifions  from  thofe  places 
where  his  Lordfhip  could  not  appear  with- 
out a  certainty  of  being  difcovered.  At 
length  they  both  efcaped  to  the  continent, 
where  this  unfortunate  Nobleman  died ; 
after  which,  Targe  was  taken  hrto  the 
fervice  of  Marfhal  Keith,  by  whom  he  was 
recommended  to  Colonel  Seidlits,  and  now 
attended  his  fon. 

Buchanan  and  Targe  generally  attended 
their  matters* in  their  excurfions  around 
Naples*    Mr.  N—  had  remarked  an  in* 

timacy 
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timacjr  between  them  «rer  fince  Captain 
fictdlito  and  lie  met  at  Rome.  On  per* 
teiring  them  watidng  apart  from  the  otfecr 
Servants  in  elofe  eonverfation  together* 
"  I'll  lay  a  bett/'  faid  Mr.  N—  to  Cap- 
lain  Stidlits,  "  thai  your  fervant  is  from 
Bcatfwd/' 

m  He  certainly  ia  originally  from  that 
cottfttry,"  replied  Seidlits ;  "  but  I  cannot 
conoekre  how  you  came  to  discover  this  fo 

iwiily." 

"  N»y,  I  Should  not  have  discovered  it/' 

&d  Mr*  N— ~—  l  iC  but  I  was  convinced  by 
sny  fervant'a  fudden  and  great  intimacy 
With  hksthut^  had/' 

Some  time  after  this,  Zeluco  and  hit 
Lady,  Madame  dc  Seidlits,  Carloftcin,  Mn 
W->*rr-t  and  Captain  Seidlits,  went  to 
pafs  the  day  and  dine  at  Porticij^  neithet 
Buchanan  nor  Targe  had  been  order* 
ed  to  attend  their  matters  on  that  occa- 
fion.  As  the  company  were  returning  to 
town.  Captain  Seidlits  took  notice  of  this 
accident  to  Mr.  N— — ;  and  they  amufed 
themfelves  with  various  obfervations  on 

the 
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Ae  fource  of  the  great  friendfhip  which 
Was  fo  fuddenly  formed  between  their  two 
domeftics.  While  they  were  converting, 
Mr.  N  ■  faw  bnfe  of  his  footmen  coming 
at  full  gallop  towards  them  from  Naples. 
u  What  is  the  matter,  Dick?'-  cried  Mr. 

"  Lord !  Sir,0  the  man  replied,  cl  Cap- 
tain  Seidlita's  fervant,  Duncan  Targe,  has 
cut  poor  Mr.  Buchanan  almoft  to  pieces." 

u  Irapoffible!"  cried  N ;   "  what! 

his  own  countryman  ?" 

cc  Yes*  pleafe  your  Honour  j  they  had  a 
quarrel  about  the  Queen ;  and  fo  they 
fought  in  the  garden  with  broad  fwdrds  " 

"  About  the  Queen  I—Nonfenfe!"  cried 
Mr.  N— — ;  "  what  Queen  ?" 

<c  The  Queen  of  Scotland,  pleafe  your 
Honour,"  «£aid  the  fervant. 

"  The    fellow's    certainly    mad,"    faid ' 
N— — .  c<  There  is  no  Queen  of  Scotland, 
fool/' 

"  I  don't  know  whether  there  is  or  not," 
replied  the  fervant;  <c  but  I  ain  fure  that  Mr. 
Buchanan  called  her  a  w— r—  j  upon  which 

Vol*  IL  I  Mr. 
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Mr.  Targe  called  him  a  liar  :  fo  the^ 
challenged  each  other;  and  fo  Mr.  Bucha- 
nan is  ftfperately  wounded ;  and  fo  I  was 
ordered  to  come  and  acquaint  your  Ho- 


nour.0 


Being  able  to  get  no  better  explanation 
from  this  meflenger,  Mr.  N—  and  Cap- 
tain Seidlits  rode  on  before  the  reft  of  the 
company;  and  after  proper  inveftigation* 
were  informed  of  all  the  particulars  of  this 
curious  adventure. 
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t)^ar  1$  that  filed  to  which  his. foul  conforms, 
And  dear  that  hill  which  lifts  h\a\  to  the  ftorms  j 
And  as  a  child,  whom  fearing  founds  moleft, 
Clings  clofe  and  clofer  to  the  mother's  breaft  ; 
So  the  loud  torrent,  and  the  whirlwind's  roar, 
But  bind  him  to  his  native  mountains  more. 

Goldsmith* 

WHEN  the  party  was  arranged  for 
dining  at  Portici,  and  Buchanan  un~ 
derftood  that  neither  he  nor  his  friend 
Targe  were  ordered  to  attend,  the  former 
invited  his  countryman  to  dine  upon  hotch 
potch  and  minched  collops,  two  Scottifh 
di(he8  which  he  had  previoufly  inftrudta} 
the  cook  at  the  inn  how  to  drefs.#  The  in- 
vitation was  joyfully  accepted  by  Targe. 
After  dinner,'  as  neither  was  an  enemy  to 
the  bottle,  they  puflied  it  pretty  brifkly 
between  them,  and  the  converfation  became 
more  and  more  animated  every  moment ; 
1 2  while 
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while  they  talked  of  abfent  friends,  the 
days  of  former  years,  the  warlike  renown 
of  Scotlaod,  the  great  men  it  had  pro- 
duced, and  the  romantic  beauties  of  the 
country,  they  were  in  perfe£t  unifon ;  and 
when  Targe,  who  had  a  tolerable  voice, 
fung  the  fongs  of  Lochaber,  Gilderoy,  the 
Laft  Time  I  came  o'er  the  Muir,  and  the 
Flowers  of  the  Foreft,  the  fympathetic 
tears  flowed  mutually  from  their  eyes ;  but 
with  all  the  prejudices  which  thofe  two  Ca- 
ledonians had  in  common,  there  were  fome 
articles  in  which  they  differed  diametri- 
cally. 

Targe's  birth  and  education  have  been 
,  already  mentioned,  and  his  political  attach- 
ments accounted  for;  but  Buchanan  was 
born  and  educated  among  the  Whigs  of  the 
weft  of  Scotland,  the  defendants  of  the  an- 
cient Covenanters,  who  fuffered  fo  much 
oppreffion  and  religious  perfecution  by  the 
abfurd  policy  of  the  minifters  of  Charles 
the  Second,  and  his  brother  James,  which 
is  (till  remembered  with  horror  in  th^t  part 
of  the  country* 

Hi* 
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His  father  was  a  farmer,  who  was  at  an 
expenc?  which  he  could  ill  afford,  by  fup- 
porting  him  at  a  neighbouring  ,univerfity 
for  feveral  years -,  for  the  poor  man's  great 
ambition  was  to  breed  him  to  the  church, 
or,  as  he  himfelf  exprefled  it,  to  fee  bis  fon 
George  Jhake  bis  bead  in  a  pulpit.  But  while 
the  youth  was  profecuting  his  ftudies,  the 
father's  hopes  wereblafted,  and  Buchanan's 
plan  of  life  entirely  altered,  by  the  natural 
confequence  of  an  illicit  connexion  he  had 
with  a  young  woman. 

This  tranfgreffion  being  viewed  in  a 
more  atrocious  light  in  that  part  of  Scot- 
land than  in  the  metropolis  of  England, 
and  poor  Buchanan  being  threatened  at 
once  with  the  public  reprehenfion  of  the 
church  and  the  private  indignation  of  his 
own  relations,  fled  to  London,  and  was 
kindly  received  by  fome  of  his  country- 
men ;  in  whofe  breads  compaffion  for  the 
delinquent  had  greater  influence  than  hor- 
ror for  his  crime. 

Several  attempts  for  placing  him  in  a 

jnore  independent  way  having  failed,  and 

I  3  Buchanan 
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Buchanan  being  impatient  of  remaining  a 
burthen  on  his  friends,  he  accepted  of  an 
offer  of  going  into  the  fervice  of  the  Earl 
of  — ; — ,  where  he  remained  feveral  years, 
and  was  afterwards,  at  the  recommendation 
of  Lady  Elizabeth/  placed  with  her  nephew 
on  his  going  abroad. 

.  As  Buchanan's  political  fentiments  were 
fo  different  from  thofe  of  Targe,  it  would 
have  been  fortunate  if  the  two  friends  had 
kept  clear  of  any  difcourfe  on  fuch  fubje&s ; 
but  while  Buchanan  was  endeavouring  to 
prove  that  the  city  of  Naples  was  inferior 
in  beauty  to  that  of  Glafgow,  the  view 
from  the  Caftle  of  Edinburgh  far  more 
fublime  than  that  from  the  Caftle  of  Saint 
Elmo,  and  the  palace  of  Cafferta,  though 
larger,  in  much  worfe  tafte  than  Holyrood 
Houfe;  Targe  interrupted  him,  and  re* 
marked  witfc  a  figh,  that  "  it  was  a  thou* 
fand  pities  that  the  juft  proprietor  of  that 
palace,  the  lineal  defcendant  of  fo  many 
kings,  fhould  be  obliged  to  live  like  a  pri- 
vate perfon  in  Italy/! 

It 
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vCC  It  would  be  a  much  greater  pity,"  Bu- 
chanan remarked,  u  to  fee  popery  and  ar- 
bitrary power  eftablifhed  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland." 

.  «  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any  danger 
of  either,"  replied  Targe. 

ic  Tour  creed  on  that  fubjedt  is  not  go- 
fpel,  Mr.  Targe,"  faid  Buchanan;  "  in  my 
opinion  it  was  prudent  in  the  nation  there- 
fore to  fecure  thofe  important  points,  by 
the  limitations  made  at  the  Revolution/' 

44  Thofe  limitations,"  anfwered  Targe, 
u  might  have  been  applied  to  king  James 
and  his  defendants ;  and  the  fame  restraints 
which  have  kept  one  race  of  kings  within 
the  limits  of  law,  would  have  kept  an- 
other/' 

44  There  is  an  effential  difference  between 
the  two  cafes,"  replied  Buchanans  "  a  man 
will  be  very  happy  to  accept  of  a  goojd 
eftate  to  which  he  has  no  immediate  claim, 
upon  conditions  which  the  pofleflbr  of  the 
eftate  and  his  pofterity  would  think  it  a 
hardfhip  to  have  forced  on  them,  particu- 
larly if  they  believed  the  eftate  had  been 
1 4  tranfmitted. 
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tranfmitted  to  them  through' a  long  line  of 
anceftors.  And  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  latter  would  be  more  apt  to  break  con- 
ditions which  they  confidered  as  unjuft; 
thau  the  former  to  deftroy  the  fole  found- 
ation of  his  right  ;  it  is  therefore  wife* 
Mr.  Targe,  in  the  Britifh  nation,  to  adhere 
*  to  the  family  it  has  placed  on  the  throne, 
as  long  as  they  adhere  to  the  conditions  on 
which  they  were  there  placed ;  and  I  have 
,  not  heard  that  any  of  them  ever  {hewed  4 
difpofition  to  infringe  them." 

41  Whatever  reafon  the  nation  had  to 
complain  of  the  father,  his  defcendants 
were  innocent,"  replied  Targe;  "  and  if 
they  had  a  particle  of  equity  or  gratitude 
in  their  character,  they  never  would  have 
attempted  to  break  through  thofe  conditions 
on  which  they  were  replaced  on  the  throne 
of  their  anceftors." 

«c  Why,  truly/*  Mr.  Targe,  «  if  ever 
you  heard  of  any  kings  who  were  with-t 
held  by  mere  confiderations  of  gratitude  or 
equity  from  extending  their  power,  or  en- 
croaching on  the  rights  of  their  fubje&s* 

wheq 
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when  they  thought  they  could  do  it  with 
fafety,  you  (have  the  advantage  of  me ;  and 
I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  if  ever  fuch  there 
were,  the  edition  is  now  pretty  much  ex- 
haufted,  and  not  likely  to  be  renewed." 

<f  You  feem  to  have  a  very  bad  opinion 
of  kings/*  faid  Targe. 

"  I  cannot  fay  I  was  ever  intimate  with* 
either  kings  or  princes,"  replied  Buchanan* 
"  fo  that  I  can  fay  nothing  about  them  from 
perfonal  acquaintance ;  but  from  what  I 
have  heard  of  them  by  word  of  mouth,  and 
read  of  them  in  hiftory,  I  muft  confefs  my 
opinion  of  them  in  general  is  not  very  fa- 
vourable/' 

<c  I  hope  you  do  not  think  them  natu^ 
rally  worfe  than  other  men,"  added  Targe, 

"  No,  Mr*  Targe,  I  certainly  do  not ; 
but  they  are  fo  accuftomed  from  their  youth 
to  be  flattered  and  dawted  *,  to  have  every 
thing  done  for  (hem,  and  to  make  fo  few 
exertions  of  their  own  j  often  furrounded 
by  thofe  who  have  an  intereft  in  leading 
(hem    aftray,    and   fometimes  by  fuch  4 

t  Indulged, 

worthlefs 
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worthlefs  fet,  that  if  they  are  not  at  the 
beginning  naturally  better  than  other  men, 
they  run  a  great  rilk  of  becoming  artificially 
worfe.  But  be  they  good,  bad,  or  indiffe- 
rent, I  am  clear  for  thefubje&s  keeping  fuch 
a  portion  of  power  in  their  own  hands,  as 
will  render  it  very  dangerous  for  the  mo* 
Da/Teh*  to  make  any  attempt  againft  their 
rights ;  and  I  am  clear  in  another  point,  Mr* 
Targe,  that  when  a  king  is  fuch  a  gawk  * 
as  to  fly  with  his  young  one  into  an  ene- 
my's land,  it  would  be  the  height  of  folly 
over  to  let  either  the  one  or  the  other  back 
to  the  neft." 

<c  Well,  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  ex- 
tremely uttjuft,*'  replied  Targe,  ic  to  de- 
prive an  innocent  perfon  of  his  right,  and 
to  make  him  fuffer  fo  feverely  for  the  faults 
of  others,  if  faults  there  were/' 

"  Unjuft  !"  cried  Buchanan j  "  Does 
not  heaven  vilit  thfe  iniquity  of  fathers  up- 
on their  children  ?,f 

♦  Gawk,  a  Saxon  word  ftill  ufed  in  Scotland,  fig* 
nines  a  cuckow,  a  filly  fellow. 

"  Heaven 
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**  Heaven  tys  a  right  to  do  what  it 
pleafes,"  faid  Targe;  «  but,  pleafeGod,I 
never  would  take  it  on  me  to  do  fuch  a 
thing,  had  I  the  power  to-morrow." 

"  But  the  thing  is  done  already/'  fa'uj 
Buchanan,  "  and  cannot  be  undone,  with* 
out  more  fighting  about  it  than  the  cai^fe 
is  worth." 

"  Many  a  brave  man,  not  only  in  Scot- 
land but  alfo  in  England  and  Ireland,  have    . 
fhed  their  blood  in  the  caufe  of  the  houfe 
of  Stewart/ faid  Targe. 

"  I  wifli  thofe  who  are  difpofed  to  fhed 
their  blood  in  fuch  a  caufe  much  good  of 
it,"  f^id  Buchanan,  fhrugging  his  fhoulders; 
*f  as  for  my  own  part,  I  fhall  be  as  ready 
as  my  neighbours  to  fight  for  my  religion 
or  my  country,  but  as  for  fhedding  one 
drop  of  my  blood  for  the  difference  be- 
tween one  king  and  another,  when  the 
good  of  the  country  is  no  way  concerned, 
I  beg  to  be  exceed.'* 

"  Do  you  not  think  fighting  for  your 
king,  is  fighting  for  your  country  ?'*  faid 
Targe. 

■"  Very 
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ic  Very  often  it  is  juft  the  reverfe,"  re* 
plied  Buchanan ;  "  fighting  for  a  bad  king, 
I  confider  as  fighting  againft  my  country .* 

"  Yet  you  muft  acknowledge/'  refumed 
Targe,  u  that  kings  reign  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  God  ;  and  therefore  it  feems  to  be 
a  very  daring  thing  in  man  to  attempt  to 
dethrone  them/' 

•*  The  peftilence  is  by  the  appointment 
of  God,"  retorted  Buchanan;  «  yet  we 
ofe  every  means  in  our  power  to  drive  it 
out  of  the  land." 

Targe  Teeming  a  little  difconcerted  and 
difpleafed  at  this  obfervation,  Buchanan 
filled  a  bumper,  and  gave  for  his  toaft* 
♦'The  Land  of  Cakes." 

This  immediately  difperfed  the  cloud 
which  began  to  gather  on  the  other'* 
brow. 

Targe  drank  the  toaft  with  enthufiafm, 
faying,  "  May  the  Almighty  pour  his 
bleffings  on  every  hill  and  valley  in  it  !-~- 
that  is  the  word  with,  Mr.  Buchanan,  that 
J  fhall  ever  with  to  that  land/" 

13  ;  "It 
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u  It  would  delight  your  heart  to  behold 
the  flourifhing  condition  it  is  now  in/'  re- 
plied Buchanan ;  "  it  was  faft  improving 
when  I  left  it ;  and  I  have  been  credibly 
informed  fince  that,  it  is  now  a  perfe& 
garden.'* 

"  I  am  very  happy  to  hear  it,"  faid 
Targe. 

iC  Indeed,"  added  Buchanan,  u  it  has 
been  in  a  ftate  of  rapid  improvement  ever 
fince  the  Union." 

cc  Damn  the  Union,"  cried  Targe;  €i  it 
would  have  improved  miich  fafter  without 


it." 


"  I  am  not  quite  clear  on  that  point,  Mr. 
Targe,"  faid  Buchanan. 

cc  Depend  upon  it,"  replied  Targe, <c  the 
Union  was  the  word  treaty  that  Scotland 
ever  made." 

"  I  (hall  admit,"  faid  Bucljanan,  «  that 
flie  might  have  made  a  better — but  bad  as 
it  is,  our  country  reaps  fome  advantage 
from  it." 

u  All  the  advantages  are  on  the  fide  of 
England.". 

««  What 
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"  What  do  you  think,  Mr.  Targe/'  faid 
Buchanan,  u  of  the  increafe  of  trade  fince 
the  Union,  and  the  riches  which  have 
flowed  into  the  Lowlands  of  Scotland  from 
that  quarter  ?'* 

€C  Think,"  cried  Targe;  «  why,  I  think 
they  have  done  a  great  deal  of  mifchief  to 
the  Lowlands  of  Scotland." 

u  How  fo,  my  good  friend  ?"  faid  Bu- 
chanan. 

"  By  fpreading  luxury  among  the  in- 
habitants, the  never-failing  forerunner  of 
effeminacy  of  manners.  Why,  I  was  af- 
fared,"  continued  Targe,  u  by  ferjeant 
Lewis  Macniel,  a  Highland  gentleman  in 
the  Pruffian  fervice,  that  the  Lowlanders  in 
fome  parts  of  Scotland  are  now  very  little 
better  than  fo  many  Englilh.'' 

|C  O  fye  r  cried  Buchanan, ct  things  arc 
not  come  to  that  pafs  as  yet,  Mr.  Targe ; 
your  friend  the  ferjeant  affuredly  exagge- 


rates." 


"  I  hope  he  does,"  replied  Targe; cc  but 

you    muft  acknowledge,9'   continued    he, 

•«  that  by  the  Union  of  Scotland  has  loft  her 

19  exiftencc 
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exiftence  as  an  independent  ftate  $  her 
name  is  fwallowed  up  in  that  of  England : 
Only  read  the  Englifli  news-papers ;  they 
mention  England  as  if  it  were  the  name  of 
the  whole  Hland.  They  talk  of  the  Eng-* 
lifli  army — the  Englifli  fleet — the  Englifh 
every  thing ;  they  never  mention  Scotland, 
except  when  one  of  our  countrymen  hap- 
pens to  get  an  office  under  government;  wtf 
are  then  told  with  fome  dale  gibe,  that 
the  perfon  is  a  Scotchman ;  or,  which  hap* 
pens  ftili  more  rarely,  when  any  of  them  are 
condemned  to  die  at  Tyburn,  particular 
care  is  taken  to  inform  the  public,  that  the 
criminal  is  originally  from  Scotland  :  but  if 
fifty  Englifhmen  get  places  or  are  hanged 
in  one  year,  t\q  remarks  are  made." 

"  No,"  faid  Buchanan ;  "  in  that  cafe 
it  is  pafled  over  as  a  thing  of  courfe/9 

The  converfation  then  taking  another 
turn,  Targe,  who  was  a  great  genealogift, 
defcanted  on  the  antiquity  of  certain  gentle- 
men's families  in  the  Highlands,  which  he 
afferted   were  far  more  honourable  than 

xnoft 
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mod  of  the  noble  families  either  in  Scot* 
land  or  England.  "  Is  it  not  fhameful,'* 
added  he,  "  that  a  parcel  of  mufhroom 
Lords,  mere  fprouts  from  the  dunghills  of 
law  or  commerce,  the  grandfons  of  grocers 
and  attornies,  fhould  take  the  pas  of  gentle-* 
men  of  the  oldeft  families  in  Europe  ?" 

€C  Why,  as  for  that  matter,"  replied  Bu- 
chanan, "  provided  the  grandfons  of  gro- 
cers or  attornies  are  deferving  citizens,  I 
do  not  perceive  why  they^fhould  be  ex-* 
eluded  from  the  king's  favour  more  than 
other  men." 

<c  But  fome  of  them  never  drew  a  fword 
in  defence  of  either  their  king  or  country," 
rejoined  Targe. 

€C  Affuredly,"  faid  Buchanan, <c  men  may 
deferve  honour  and  pre-eminence  by  other 
means  than  by  drawing  their  fwords.  I 
could  name  a  man  who  was  no  foldier,  and 
yet  did  more  honour  to  his  country  than  all 
the  foldiers  or  lords  or  lairds  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived." 

««  Who  was  he  V[  faid  Targe. 
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«  The  man  whofe  name  I  have  the  ho* 
nour  to  bear,"  replied  the  other;  *r  the 
Great  George  Buchanan.'9 

cc  Who  ?  Buchanan  thehiftorian  V9  cried 
Targe. 

tc  Ay,  the  very  fame,"  replied  Buchanan, 
in  a  loud  voice,  being  now  a  little  heated 
with  wine,  and  elevated  with  vanity,  on 
account  of  his  name.  il  Why,  Sir/'  conti- 
nued he,  "  George  Buchanan  was  not  only 
the  mod  learned  man,  but  alfo  the  bed  poet 
of  his  time." 

<c  Perhaps  he  might/'  faid  Targe,  coldly, 

c<  Perhaps  !"  repeated  Buchanan ;  "  there 
is  no  dubitation  in  the  cafe.  Do  you  re- 
member his  defcription  bf  his  own  country 
and  countrymen  ?" 

<c  I  cannot  fay  I  do,"  replied  Targe. 

"  Then  I  will  give  you  a  fample  of  his 
verification,"  faid  Buchanan,  who  imme- 
diately repeated  with  an  enthufiaftic  em- 
phafis,  the  following  lines  from  Buchanan'* 
Epithalamium  on  the  marriage  of  Fran- 
cis   the  Dauphin    with    Mary  Queen   of 

Scots. 
Vol.  II,  K  Ilia 
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lib  pbttttratifteft  propria  gloria  Scotis, 
Cingere  venatu  foltus,  fuperare  natando 
Flumina,  fenre  famcm,  contemnere  frigora  &  seftus, 
Nee  fofla  &  rauris  patriam,  fed  marte  tueri, 

'    El;  fpreta  incolomem  vita  defendere  famam  j 
Polliciti  fervare  fidem,  fan&umque  vereri 
Numen  amicitiae,  mores,  noa  munus  amare 
Artibus  his,  totum  fremerunt  cum  bclla  per  orbem, 

•    Nullaque  non  leges  tellus  tnutaret  avitas 
Extecno  fubje&a  jugo,  gens  una  vetuftis 
Sedibus  antiqua  fub  libertate  refedit. 
Subftitit  hie  Gothi  furor,  hie  gravis  impetus  haefh 
Saxonis,  hie  Cimber  fuperato  Saxone,  et  acri 
Perdomito  Neufter  Cimbro.— — 
■i 

H  I  cannot  recoiled  any  more/* 

M  You  have  recolle&ed  too  much  for 
me/'  feid  Targe ;  u  for  although  I  wis  fe- 
veral  years  at  an  academy  in  the  Highlands* 
yet  I  muft  confefs  I  am  no  great  I^atin 
fcholar." 

«c  But  the  Great  Buchanan,*  faid  the 
other,  "  was  the  bell  Latin  fcholar  in  Eu- 
rope; he  wrote  that  language  as  well  as 
Livy  or  Horace." 

«c  I  (hall  not  difpute  it,"  faid  Targe. 

ii  «  And 
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**  And  was  over  and  above  ft  ttoafi  of 
the  firft-rate  genius*"  continued  Buchanan* 
%ith  exultation* 

4<  Well,  well*  alt  that  may  be,'*  replied 
Targe,  a  little  [fcevifhly,  "  but  let  me  tell 
yoti  one  thing,  Mr.  Buchapdn,  if  he  could 
have  fwop^*  one-half  of  his  genius  for  a 
little  more  ^honefty,  he  would  have  made 
an  advantageous  exchange,  although  he 
had  thrown  all  his  Latin  into  the  bargain.* 

"  In  what  did  he  ever  fliew  any  want  of 
hortefty?"  faid  Buchanan. 

44  In  calumniating  and  endeavouring  to 
blacken  the  reputation  of  his  rightful  fo- 
vereign*  Muty  Queen  of  Scots/'  replied 
Targe,  "  tjie  moft  beautiful  and  accom* 
Jplilhed  ptincefs  that  ever  fat  on  a  throne." 

"  I  have  nothing  to  fay  either  againft  her 
beauty  or  her  accomplifhftents,"  refumed . 
Buchanan ;  c<  but  furely*  Mr.  Targe,  you 
muft  acknowledge  that  (he  was  a  -— ■  ?" 

*  To  fwop  is  an  old  English  word  ftill  uied  in  Scot- 
land,  figoifying  to  exchange. 

K  2  4C  Have 
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**•  Have  a  care  what  you  fay  Sir  I"  inter- 
rupted Targe.  <c  I'll  permit  no  man  that 
ever  wore  breeches  to  fpeak  difrefpe&fully 
of  that  unfortunate  queen." 

cl  No  man  that  ever  wore  either  breeches 
or  a  filibeg*,"  replied  Buchanan,  u  fhall 
prevent  me  from  fpeaking  the  truth  when 
I  fee  occafion." 

"  Speak  as  mb<ih  truth  as  you  pleafe, 
Sir/*  rejoined  Targe ;  "  but  I  declare  that 
no  man  (hall  calumniate  the  memory  of 
that  beautiful  and  unfortunate  princefs  in 
my  prefence,  while  I  can  wield  a  clay- 
more f." 

•*  If  you  ihould  widd  fifty  claymores, 
you  cannot  deny  that  (he  was  a  papift,"  laid 
Buchanan. 

«  Well,  Sir,'*  cried  Targe,  "  what  then? 
She  was  like  other  people,  of  the  religion 
in  which  fhe  was  bred/' 

*  A  part  of  the  highland  drefs  which  fcrves  inftead 
of  breeches. 

t  The  highland  broad  fword. 

H  I  do 
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u  I  do  not  know  where  you  may  have 
been  bred,  Mr.  Targe,"  faid  Buchanan; 
"  for  aught  T  know,  you  may  be  an  adher* 
rent  to  the  worfhip  of  the  fcarlet  whore 
yourfelf.  I  Ihould  be  glad  to  have  that 
point  cleared  up  before  we  proceed  far* 
ther."  . 

°  I  cannot  fay  that  I  imderftand  your 
drift.  Sir,"  replied  Targe ;  "  but  I  am  an 
adherent  neither  of  a  fcarlet  whore,  nor  of 
whores  of  any  other  colour.0  ; 

"  If  that  is  the  cafe,"  faid  Buchanan, 
cc  you  ought  not  to  intereft  yourfelf  in  the 
reputation  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots." 

€t  I  fear  you  are  too  nearly  related  to  the 
falfe  flanderer  whofe  name  you  bear,"  faid 
Targe.  —  : 

u  I  glory  in  the  name;  and  fhould  think, 
myfelf  greatly  obliged  to  any  man  who: 
could  prove  my  relation  to  the  Great  George 
Buchanan,"  cried  the  other. 

"  He  was  nothing  but  a  difloyal  calum- 
niator," cried  Targe,  <c  who  attempted  to 
fupport  falfehobds  by  forgeries;  which  I 
thank  heaven  are  now  fully  detected." 

K  3  "  You 
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"You  arc  thankful  for  4  very  final! 
ftHxcy,"  rtfumed  Bucha&ao ;  "  but  fined 
yoii  provoke  me  to  it,  I  will  teti  you  in 
plaiti  Etogiifh,  that  your  bonny  Qufccn 
Mary  wis  the  ftrumpet  of  Bothwell,  and 
(he  murderer  of  her  hufband/' 

No  fooner  had  he  uttered  the  laft  fen- 
tttnc? ,  than  Targe  flew  at  him  like  a  tiger; 
*tid  they  were  feparated  With  difficulty,  by 
Mr.  N  1  "'8  groom  1  Who  was  in  the  ad-> 
joining  chamber,  and  had  heard  the  alter- 
cation. 

u  I  infift  on  your  giving  me  fatisfa&ion, 

or  retraffcitfg  what  you  have  faid  againft  the 

,  beautiful  queen  of  Scotland/*  cried  Targe* 

"  As  for  retracing  what  I  have  faid,* 
replied  Buchanan, . "  that  is  no  habit  of 
mine  j  but  with  regard  to  giving  you  fa- 
tisfa&ion,  I  am  ready  for  that,  to  the  bed 
of  my  ability;  for  let  me  tell  you,  Sir, 
though  I  am  not  a  Highlandman,  I  am  a 
Scotchman  as  well  as  yourfelf,  and  not  eq- 
tirely  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  the  claymore  3 
fo  name  your  hour,  $md  I  will  peet  you  to- 
morrow morning/' 

*  <<  Why 
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"Why  not  directly  ?'' cried  Targe; 
"  there  is  nobody  in  the  garden  to  inter-* 
nipt  us." 

"  I  fhould  have  chofen  to  have  fettled 
fome  things  firft ;  but  (ince  you  are  in  fuch 
a  hurry,  1  will  not  balk  ydu.  I  will  ftep 
home  for  my  fword,  and  be  with  you  di- 
redly,"  (aid  Buchanan. 


K  4 
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.        CHAP.    LXV. 

'  — Et  dulcis  moriens  rcminifqitur  Argos* 

TTHE  Groom  interpofed,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  reconcile  the  two  enraged  Scots, 
but  without  fuccefs.  Buchanan  foon  ar- 
rived with  his  fword,  and  they  retired  to 
a  private  fpot  in  the  garden.  The  Groom 
next  tried  to  perfuade  them  to  decide  their 
difference  by  fair  boxing.  This  was  re- 
jected by  both  the  champions,  as  a  mode 
of  fighting  unbecoming  gentlemen.  The 
Groom  afferted  that  the  beft  gentlemen  in 
England  fometimes  fought  in  that  manner ; 
and  gave  as  an  inftance  a  boxing  match, 
of  which  he  himfelf  had  been  a  witnefs, 
between  Lord  G/s  Gentleman  and  a  gentle- 
man-farmer at  York  races,  about  the  price 
of  a  mare. 

"  But  our  quarrel,"    faid  Targe,  <c  is 
about  the  reputation  of  a  Queen/' 

"  That, 
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"  That,  for  certain,"  replied  the  Groom, 
?'  makes  a  difference.0 

Buchanan  unfheathed  his  fword* 

11  Are  you  ready,  Sir  ?"  cried  Targe.  • 

«  That  I  am.— Come  on,  Sir,"  faid 
Buchanan ;  u  and  the  Lord  be  with  the 
righteous/' 

%  <c  Amen!"  cried  Targe;  and  the  con- 
fliabftgan. 

Both  the  combatants  underflood  the 
weapon  they  fought  with ;  and  each  par- 
ried his  adverfary's  blows  with  fuch  dexte- 
rity, that  no  blood  was  fhed  for  fome  time; 
at  length  Targe  making  a  feint  at  Bu- 
chanan's head,  gave  him  fuddenly  a  fevere 
wound  in  the  thigh. 

c<  I  hope  you  are  now  fenfible  of  your 
error,"  faid  Targe,  dropping  his  point. 

u  I  am  of  the  fame  opinion  I  was,  cried 
Buchanan;  <c  fo.  keep  your  guard."  So 
faying,  he  advanced  more  brifkly  than  ever 
upon  Targe ;  who,  after  warding  off  fe- 
veral  ftrokes,  wounded  his  antagonift  a 
fecond  time.  Buchanan,  however,  {hewed 
no  difpofition  to  relinquifh  the  combat ; 

but 
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kit  this  fccood  *ouad  bciftg  in  the  fore* 
bead,  and  the  blood  flowing  with  profiifioti 
into  his  dyn»  he  tdulfl  do  keger  fee  dif- 
tin&ly,  but  was  obliged  to  flourifh  his 
fwerd  at  random,  without  being  able  to 
pcteoive  th»  moveinents  of  his  adver&ry, 
who,  clofing  with  him,  became  mailer  of 
bta  fword*  and  wkh  the  fame  effort  threw 
him  to  the  ground ;  and  (landing  over  hfrnf 
be  faid,  <f  This  may  convince  you,  Mr. 
Buchanan,  that  year's  is  &at  the  righteout 
caufe;  you  are  in  my  power,  but  I  will 
a&  as  tfee  Queen  whole  chara&er  I  defend 
would  order,  were  (he  alive,  J  hope  you 
will  five  to  repent  of  the  injuftice  you  have 
done  to  that  amiable  and  unfortunate  Prif)» 
cefs."  He  then  affifted  Buchanan  to  rife, 
Buchanan  made  no  immediate  anfwer;  but 
when  he  faw  Targe  afftftiog  the  Groom  to 
flop  the  blood  which  flowed  from  his 
wounds,  he  laid,  "  I  muft  acknowledge* 
Mr. Targe,  that  you  behave  like  a. gentle* 


man/' 


After  the  bleeding  was  in  fome  degree 
diminished  by    the  dry  lint,    which  the 

Groom, 
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Gfoom,  who  wap  aa  excellent  farrier  ap* 
plied  to  the  wounds,  they  aflifted  him  to 
his  chamber ;  aod  then  the  Groom  rode 
away  to  inform  Mr.  N— *■  of  what  ha4 
happened }  but  the  wound  becoming  njprf 
painful,  Targe  propofed  fending  for  a 
furgeon,  Buchanan  then  hid^  That  lb* 
furgeon's  mate,  belonging  to  one  of  the 
ihip's  of  the.  Britifh  fquadron  then  in  tbd 
Bay,  was,  he  believed,  on  (bore;  and  at 
he  was  a  Scotfman,  he  would  like  to  em- 
ploy him  rather  than  a  foreigner*  Having 
mentioned  where  he  lodged,  one  of  M*> 
|  N— T-*'*  footmen  went  immediately  fo* 

I  him.  He  returned  foon  after,  faying,  That 

the  furgeon's  mate  was  not  at  his  lodging, 
I  por  expe&ed  for  fome  hours ;  "  But  I  will 

go  and  bring  the  French  furgeon,"  conti- 
nued the  Footman. 

|  €C  I  thank  you,  Mr.  Thomas,"  faid  Bu- 

chanan ;  *  but  I  will  have  patience  till  my 
own  countryman  returns." 

H  He  may  not  return  for  a  long  time/' 
iaid  Thonw?    €f  You  had  bed  let  me  run 

for 


156  Z  E  L  U  C  6. 

for    the    French  iurgeon,    Who  they  fay 
has  a  great  deal  of  (kill."  ; 

**  I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  Mr.  Tho- 
mas,'1 added  Buchanan ;  <c  but  neither 
Frenchman  nor  SpanUhman-fliall  drefs  my 
wounds  when  a  Scottiihman  ip  to  be  founds 
for  love  or  money." 

u  They  are  to  be  found  for  the  one  or 
the  other,  as  •  I  am  credibly  .informed, 
in  moil  parts  of  the  wodd/'  faid  .Thomas. 

"  As  my  countrymen/'  replied  Bucha- 
nan, "  are  diftinguifhed  for  letting  flip  nq 
means  of  improvement/  it  would  be  very 
ftrange  if  many  of  them  did  not  ufethat 
of  travelling/ -Mr*  Thomas. 

««  It  would  be  very  ftrange,  indeed!  I 
own  it/'  faid  the  Footman. 

"  But  are  you  certain  of  this  youngs 
man's  fkill  in  his  bufinefs  when  he  does1 
come  ?"  faid  Targe. 

"  I  confefs  I  have  had  no  opportunity  to* 
know  any  thing  of  his  (kill,"  anfwered 
Buchanan  5  "  but  I  know  for  certain  that 
he  is  fprung  from  very  refpe&able  people. 

Hia 
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His  father  is  a  Minifter  of  the  GofpeU 
and  it  is  not  likely  that  his  father's  fon  wilt 
be  deficient  in  the  profeffion  to  which  he 
was  bred." 

€€  It  would  be  ftill  lefs  likely  had  the  fon 
been  bred  to  preaching/*  faid  Targe. 

11  That  is  true/'  replied  Buchanan  ; 
c<  but  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  young  man's 
fkill ;  he  feems  to  be  a  very  douce*  lad ; 
it  will  be  an  encouragement  to  him  to  fee 
that  I  prefer -him  to  another,  and  alfo  a 
comfort  to  me  to  be  attended  by  my  coun- 
tryman/' 

"  Countryman  or  not  countryman/* 
faid  Thomas,  "  he  will  expeft  to  be  paid 
for  his  trouble  as  well  as  another." 
.  u  Affuredly,"  faid  Buchanan ;  <c  but  it 
was  always  a  maxim  with  me,  and  (hall  be 
to  my  dying  day,  that  we  fhould  give  our 
own  fifh-guts  to  our  own  fea-mews." 

M  Since  you  are  fo  fond  of  your  own 
fea-mews/'  faid  Thomas,  "  I  am  furprifed 

*  Douce,  a  Scottilh  expreffion,  meaning  gentle  and 

well-difpofcd. 

you 
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you  were  To  eager  to  defttoy  Mr.  tafgl 
«here«" 

"  Thlt  proceeded  froni  a  difference  ill 
politics,  Mr.  Thomas/9  replied  Buchanan. 
M  in  which  the  bcft  of  friends  are  apt  to 
have  a  mifuriderftanding ;  but  though  I  atri 
*  Whig  and  he  is  a  Tory,  I  hope  we  are 
both  honeft  men  t  and  as  he  behaved  ge- 
aeroufly  when  my  life  was  in  his  power,  I 
hive  no  fcruple  in  faying,  that  I  am  forry 
fcr  having  fpoken  difrefpedfiilly  of  any* 
perfoo,  dead  or  alive>  for  whom  he  has  an 
efteem*" 

•'Mary  Queen  of  Scots  acquired  the 
t&feem  of  her  very  enemies/*  refumed 
Targe ;  u  the  elegance  and  engaging  fweet- 
jiefe  of  her  manners  were  irrefiftible  to 
every  heart  that  was  not  fteeled  by  preju- 
dice or  jealoufy/* 

"  She  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  Judge/1 
faid  Buchanan,  "  who  can  neither  be  fe* 
duced  by  fair  appearances,  nor  impofed  oil 
by  forgeries  and  fraud," 

*  SIM 
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«  She  is  fo,   Mr,  Buchanan,"  replied 
Targe;  <c  and  her  rival  and  accufersarc  in 
the  hands  of  the  fame  Judge." 

"We  had  bed  leave  them  all  to  hk 
juftice  and  mercy  then,  and  fay  no.  more 
4m  the  fubjeft,"  added  Buchanan  ;>  "  for  if 
Queen  Mary's  condu&  on  earth  was  what 
you  belike  it  was,  ihe  will  receive  her  re- 
ward in  heaven,  where  >her  a&ions  and  fuf- 
fecings  are  recorded/9 

"  One  thing  more  I  will  fay/*  rejoined 
Targe ;  H  and  that  is  only  to  a£k  of  you. 
Whether  it  is  probable  that  a  woman,  wbofe 
confidence  was  loaded  with  the  crimes  im- 
puted to  her,  could  have  clofed  the  varied 
{bene  of  her  life,  and  have  met  death  witk 
fuch  fercne  and  dignified  courage,  as  Mary 
did  r 

*  I  always  admired  that  laft  awful 
fcene,"  replied  Buchanan,  who  was  melted 
by  the  recolle&ion  of  Mary's  behaviour  on 
the  fcaffold ;  *c  and  I  will  freely  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  moft  innocent  perfon  that 
ever  lived,  Or  the  greateft  hero  recorded  in 
hirtory,  could  not  face  death  with  greater 

compofure 
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compofure  than  the  Queen  of  Scotland  % 
{he  fupported  the  dignity  of  a  Queeh, 
while  fhe  difplayed  the'  meeknefs  of  a 
.Chriftian." 

•'  I  am  exceedingly  forry,  my  dear 
friend,  for  the  mifunder (landing  that  hap- 
pened between  us/'  faid  Targe  affectionate- 
ly, and  holding  forth  his  hand  in  token  of 
reconciliation;  and  I  am  now  willing  to 
believe,  that  your  friend  Mr.  George  Bu- 
chanan was  a  very  great  poet,  and  under- 
flood  Latin  as  well  as  any  man  alive/9 

Here  the  two  friends  ftiook  hands  with 
the  utmoft  cordiality;  but  Targe,  obferving 
that  Buchanan's  face  feemed  a  little  pale, 
and  that  the  wound  in  his  thigh  bled  pro- 
fufcly  through  the  dreffings,  begged  that 
he  would  allow  fome  other  furgeon  to  be. 
brought;  and  Mr.  N— — 's  footman  fwore, 
if  he  did  not  he  would  certainly  bleed  to 
death. 

Buchanan  having  rebuked  Thomas  for 
fwearing,  added,  *'  You  know,  or  at  leaft 
ought  to  know,  Thomas,  that  let  him  bleed 
as  he  pleafes,  no  man  can  die  till  his  time 

is 
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is  come ;  but  even  if  I  were  to  die  of  this 
wound,  I  fhould  be  forry  that  the  laft  ad 
of  my  life  wa9  that  of  preferring  a  foreigner, 
not  only  to  a  countryman,  but  to  one  born 
in  the  fame  parifh  with  myfelf,  which  this 
young  man  was.  As  for  Mr.  Targe  here, 
I  take  you  to  witnefs,  that  I  declare  him 
innocent,  happen  what  may.**  As  he  pro* 
nounced  thefe  words,  the  young  furgeon, 
who  had  been  fo  long  expe&ed,  entered 
the  chamber,  and  having  examined  Bucha- 
nan's wounds,  and  m,ade  proper  applica- 
tions, he  ftrongly  enjoined  his  patient  to 
keep  quietly  in  his  room  for  fome  time, 
without  attempting  to  walk,  otherwife  the 
wound  in  his  thigh  would  be  very  tedious 
in  healing ;  and  there  might  even  be  fome 
rifk  of  a  fever.  And  the  patient  agree- 
ing to  follow  his  injunctions,  the  furgeon 
promifed  him  a  fpeedy  cure. 

Mr.  N and  Captain  Seidlits  heard 

with  fatisfa&ion  the  prognoftic  of  the  fur- 
geon; and  were  equally  aftonifhed  and 
entertained  when  they  were  informed  of 
the  caufe  and  circumftances  of  this  quarrel. 

Vol.  II.  L 
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CHAP.    LXVI. 

__  —Placet  im pares 

Animos  fub  juga  ahenca 
Mitterc.  Hon. 

HP  HAT  courfe  of  diflipation  in  which 
Laura  was  involved  for  a  confiderahle 
time  after  the  arrival  of  her  brother  and 
Carloftein,  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to 
the  natural  turn  of  her  mind,  yet  it  cer- 
tainly was  of  fejvice  to  her  in  her  prefent 
fituation.  An  unremitting  fucceffion  of 
balls,  aflemblies,  operas,  and  other  public 
entertainments,  however  they  may  be  op- 
preffive  to  thofe  who  enjoy  domeftic  hap- 
pinefs,  are  relaxations  from  domeftic  mi- 
fery. 

The  difpofitions  of  Zeluco  and  of  Laura 
fcarcely  touched  in  a  fmgle  point ;  it  was 
impoflible  therefore  that  there ,  could  be 
any  cordial  adhefion  or  agreement  betweeft 

them : 
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them:  he  was  vain  and  oftentatious,  (he 
raodeft ;  he  was  diffembling,  fhe  open  ;  he 
was  malicious,  fhe  candid :  fome  of  his 
pleafures  were  of  fo  grofs  a  nature  that  the 
mere  mention  of  them  was  (hocking  to  her  j 
the  gentle  affe&ions  of  the  heart,  the  emo- 
tions official  affe&ion,  the  glow  of  friend- 
fliip,  the  effufions  of  gratitude,  and  melt- 
ings of  compaffion,  which  alternately  de- 
lighted and  affli&ed,  but  always  occupied 
the  feeling  foul  of  Laura,  were  fentiments 
of  which  Zeluco  had  hardly  any  idea. 

Neither  did  the  mod  fublime  beauties  of 
nature,  the  mod  exquifite  imitations  of 
art,  or  the  works  of  genius  of  any  kind,  to 
all  of  which  fhe  was  feelingly  alive,  afford 
any  enjoyment  to  the  mind  of  Zeluco ;  al- 
though from  vanity  and  affedtation  he 
pretended  to  admire  fome  of  them,  and  had 
made  himfelf  matter  of  the  common*  cant 
of  virtu.  Zeluco,  in  fhort,  had  no  tafte  in 
common  with  Laura  \  fo  that  this  ill-aflbrted 
pair  could  not  carry  on  a  converfation  in- 
terefting  to  both  on  any  one  fubjedt.  It 
is  true,  Laura  had  never  liked  him j  all  that 
L  2  Father 


i«4  Z  E  L  U*C  O. 

Father  Pedro  had  reported  in  his  favour, 
joined  to  the  good  opinion  of  her  mother, 
were  not  fufficient  to  overcome  the  bad  im~ 
prefiion  (he  had  early  received  of  Zeluco; 
but  till  (he  a&ually  became  his  wife,  fhe 
could  form  no  adequate  notion  of  a  cha- 
racter whofe  depravity  developed  to  her 
abhorring  heart  more  and  more  ev^ry 
'hour. 

A*r&9ti  as  Laura's  beauty  had  become 
fartifiar,  and  of  courfe  began  to  pall  on 
the  jaded  fenfes  of  Zeluco,  (he  loft,  in  his 
eyes,  the  only  attraction  (he  had  ever  pof- 
fefled;  for  he  was  incapable  of  deriving 
fatisfadion  from  any  of  her  numerous  ac- 
compliihments,  and  the  purity  of  her 
mind  equally  abominated  his  converfation 
and  his  taftes.  He  fought  in  venal  beauty, 
and  in, variety,  the  pleafure  which  he  no 
longer  had  in  the  chafte  charms  of  Laura : 
the  confequence  of  this  purfuit  was,  tedi- 
ous intervals  of  ennui,  and  its  never-fail- 
ing companion  ill-humour ;  for  what  he 
intended  to  mitigate  was  found  to  irritate 
the  evil  that  oppreffed   him.     Wretched 

himfelf* 
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himfelf,  be  could  not  fuppbrt  the  fight  of 
the  happinefs  of  others,  aqd  particularly 
nothing  provoked  him  fo  much  as  the  idea 
of  his  wife's  being  in  a  ftate  of  compofure, 
while  he  felt  himfelf  tormented  with  ma-, 
lignant  paffions  j  and  he  often  endeavour- 
ed to  exhauft  the  virulence  which  corroded 
his  own  breaft  upon  the  r  unhappy  Laura, 
who,  before  her  marriage,  had  never 
known  but  from  defcription  what  envy  or 
ill-humour  were. 

Hard,  however,  and  painful  to  fupport 
as  his  ill-humours  were,  it  appeared  not  fo 
difgufting  to  Laura  as  the  fits  of  fondnefs 
for  her  with,  which  he  was  occafionally 
feized;  and  fuch  was  the  unfupportable 
caprice  of  the  man,  that  his  fondnefs 
was  fometimes  difplayed  immediately  after 
having  infulted  her  with  the  moft  un- 
provoked ill-ufage.  On  thofe  occafions  he 
was  an  objed  of  horror  to  her,  and  had 
what  (he  differed  been  known,  this  beau- 
tiful woman,  who  flione  at  every  public 
place  of  entertainment  in  all  the  brilliancy 

L3  of 
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of  diamonds  and  of  equipage,  would  have 
been  an  object  of  univerfal  compaffion. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  opportunities  which 

Carloftein  daily  had  of  feeing  and  converf- 

ing  with  Laura,  convinced  him  that  the 

beauty  and  elegance  of  her  face  and  per- 

fon  were  equalled  by  her  good  fenfe  and 

other  mental   accomplifhments.      She,  on 

her  part,  thought  him  the  moft  engaging 

of  men,  and  felt  a  warmer  approbation  of 

him  than  of  any  other  man  whofe  good 

qualities   had   ever    before    at  traded    her 

efteem.    She  was  confcious  of  a  real  friend- 

ftiip  for  Mr.  N— — ,  antf  had  the  higheft 

opinion  of  the  worth  of  his  charader  j  but 

the  fentiments  which  (he  now  experienced 

for  Carloftein  were  of  a  ftillmore  intereft- 

ing  nature.     When  Mr.  N  -  ■-  vifited  her, 

(he  was  pleafed  the  moment  (he  faw  him 

enter  the  roonu  but  if  he  did  not  come 

when  expeded,  the  difappointment  did  not 

fo  far  afFed  the  natural  cheerfulaefs  of  her 

temper,  as  to  prevent  her  from  enjoying 

other  company.    But  if  the  fame  happened 

wit^ 
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with  refpeft  to  Carloftein,  if  any  ac- 
cident prevented  his  coming  when  there 
was  reafon  to  expedt  him,  her  real  cheer- 
fulnefs  fled,  and  nothing  but  an  affe&ed 
fubftitute  remained  with  her  for  the  reft 
of  the  evening. 

Alarmed  at  this,  and  fenfible  of  the  im- 
propriety of  an  attachment  which  was  gra- 
dually gaining  upon  her  :  u  Ah  !  let  me 
banifti  this  man  from  my  thoughts,"  faid 
fhe  often  to  herfelf;  "  let  me  remember 
that  I  am  the  wife  of  another."— This  im- 
mediately brought  the  image  of  that  other 
before  her  mind's  eye,  in  all  the  deformity 
of  vice ;  and  the  contraft  was  fo  ftriking, 
and  (o  much  in  favour  of  him  whom  (he 
thought  it  a  duty  to  forget,  that  he  was 
preffed  nearer  to  her  heart  by  the  very 
efforts  fhe  made  to  remove  him. 

After  remaining  feveral  months  at  Naples, 
and  feldom  pafling  a  day  without  being  in 
company  with  Laura,  Carloftein  had  not 
ventured  to  give  a  hint  of  his  paflion,  but 
had  endeavoured  to  conceal  it  from  her, 
and  the  reft  of  the  world,  as  much  as  he 
L  4  .  could : 
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could:  while  (he,  on  her  part,  behaved 
with  fuch  circumfpe&ion,  that  neither  her 
mother,  brother,  Signora  Sporza,  nor  any 
other  acquaintance,  had  an  idea  of  her 
having  any  particular  attachment  to  Carlo- 
ftein.  Even  Zeluco,  though  curfed  with  ^ 
jealous  temper,  ever  on  the  watch,  and 
convinced  that  he  never  had  pofleffed  the 
affections  of  his  wife,  harboured  no  parti- 
cular fufpicion  of  Carloftein. 

How  well  fo  ever  Laura  and  Carloftein 
fucceeded  in  concealing  their  fentiments 
from  the  reft:  of  the  world,  they  failed  with 
regard  to  each  other.  Laura  had  too  much 
penetration  not  to  perceive  that  (he  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  Carloftein  in  an  un- 
common degree;  and  fhe  fometimes  re- 
marked this  on  occafions  when  a  lefs  acute 
or  lefs  injtereftcd  obferver  would  have  been 
apt  to  think  that  (he  engaged  his  attention 
lefs  than  any  other  perfon  in  company. 
While  his  behaviour  to  her,  in  the  eyes  of 
others,  appeared  uniform  and  unvaried, 
becaufe  it  was  always  refpedful ;  jke  per- 
ceived a  variety  of  (hades  in  his  conduct 

in 
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ia  her  prefenee,  which  depended;  in  font* 
degree,  on  the  company  prefent,  yet  always 
harmoqifed  with  the  humour  {he  feemed  tQ 
be  in. 

The  fex  in  general  are  very  penetrating 
on  this  fubjeft,  and  it  rarely  happens  that  a 
man  is  fincerely  in  love  with  a  woman, 
without  his  paflion's  being  known  to  her 
before  he  is  fully  convinced  of  it  himfelf. 
Notwithstanding,  therefore,  that  Carlofteia 
had  never  faid  a  fyllable  on  the  fubjeft  of 
love  to  Laura,  nor  had  prefumed  to  indi- 
cate any  fuch  fentiment  by  his  looks,  or  ia 
any  particular  deviated  from  that  delicacy 
of  behaviour  due  to  a  woman  of  virtue ; 
{he  was  as  fully  convinced  of  his  attach- 
ment to  her,  perhaps  more,  than  if  he 
had  made  a  folemn  and  earned  declaration 
of  it. 

It  is  more  than  probable,  that  Carlofteip 
had  fome  idea  alfo  that  he  was  not  an  ob- 
jed  of  indifference  to  her ;  for  although 
thete  are  accounts  of  ladies  who,  while 
(hey  are  paflionately  fond  of  their  lovers, 
make  them  believe,  for  years  together,  that 
12  '  they 
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they  could  not  endure  them,  it  muft  be 
acknowledged  that  thefe  examples  are 
oftner  found  in  romances  than  in  life,  and 
when '  found  in  real  life  they  afford  a 
ftronger  proof  of  the  lady's  pride  and  the 
lover's  paffion,  than  of  the  good  fenfe  of 
either.  For  our  behaviour,  in  all  refpe&s, 
from  things  of  the  greateft  importance  to 
trifles,  is,  in  fpite  of  ourfelves,  different  to 
thofe  who  engage  our  affe&ions,  from  what 
it  is  to  every  other  perfon ;  and  the  very 
effort  to  behave  in  the  lame  manner  to  the 
beloved  obje£t  as  to  others,  difcovers  to. an 
acute  obferver  what  is  meant  to  be  con- 
cealed ;  for  although  love  is  often  fimulat-  ' 
ed  by  thofe  who  have  it  not,  it  is  more  dif- 
ficult to  conceal  it  where  it  really  exifts  : 
Carloftein,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  ac- 
cufed  of  vanity  or  prefumption,  in  flatter- 
ing himfelf  with  no  common  (hare  of  the 
good  opinion  of  Laura. 

But  he  was  not  more  fplly  convinced  of 

her  partiality  for  himfelf,  than  of  her  dif- 

like  to  her  hulband ;  which  Laura  endea-  - 

voured  with  equal  care  and  as  little  fuccefe 

6  to 
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to  hide.  Such,  however,  was  hi6  venera- 
tion for  the  character  of  Laura,  that  he  pre- 
fumed  as  little  from  the  certainty  of  the 
latter  as  froto  his  convi&ion  of  the  former; 
indeed,  he  could  hardly  allow  himfelf  to 
wifti  for  a  fuccefs  which  he  could  not  enjoy 
but  at  the  expence  of  the  future  peace  of 
mind  of  the  perfon  he  loved;  and  if  he  ever 
permitted  himfelf  to  fuppofe  that  the  woman 
he  fo  greatly  admired  might  have  a  mo- 
ment of  weaknefs,  fuch  was  his  notion  of 
her  difpofition  and  principles,  that  he  was 
convinced*  it  would  be  followed  by  ever- 
lafting  remorfe  on  her  part,  and  of  courfe 
by  mifery  on  his;  for  he  could  not  hope 
that  all  her  partiality  for  him;  or  all  the 
fophiftry  he  could  ufe,  would  perfuade  a 
woman  of  real  virtue  and  dignity  to*  live  in 
a  manner  inconfiftent  with  both.  •    \ 

If,  in  confequence  of  thefe  reflexions, 
Carloft'ein  had  withdrawn  himfelf  entirely 
from  a  connexion  of  fuch  a  dangerous  ten- 
dency, he  would  no  doubt  have  a£ted  a 
more  prqdent  part; — but  having  no  delight' 

equal 
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equal  to  that  of  converting  with  Laura,  no 
with  on  leaving  her  company  but  that  of 
meeting  her  again,  the  effort  was  above 
his  power; — all  he  could  do  was  to  endea- 
vour to  hide  a  paffion  which  he  was  unable 
to  fubdue* 
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II  n'y  a  point  de  dlguifement  qui  pttifle  long-tempi 
cacfaer  l'ainour  ou  il  eft,  ni  le  feindre  ou  il  n'eft  pas. 

RoCHEFOUCAULT. 

TT  is  not  improbable  that  the  fentimenta 
which  Carloftein  and  Laura  mutually 
entertained  for  each  other  would  have  been 
difcovered  by  Zeluco>  had  not  his  fufpi- 
cions  been  fixed  on  another  objeft;  for, 
notwithftanding  the  candid  behaviour  of 
his  wife,  when  he  fpoke  to  her  concerning 
the  Nobleman,  as  was  mentioned  above* 
the  fparks  of  jealoufy  in  Zeluco's  bread 
had  never  been  entirely  extinguished,  but 
were  rekindled  more  fiercely  than  ever 
on  the  return  of  that  Nobleman  front 
Rome. 

As  Laura  now  appeared  at  all  public 
places,  he   had  frequent  opportunities  of 

accofting 
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accofting  her;  and  although  (he  received 
his  compliments  with  an  air  of  great  re- 
ferve,  yet  he  omitted  no  occafion  of  ad- 
drefling  her. 

One  evening  in    particular,    at  a  very 
numerous  aflembly,  Laura  being  in  com- 
pany with  Signora  Sporza,  her  hufband, 
her  brother,  and  Carloftein;    this   Noble- 
man no  fooner  faw  her  than  he  made  up  to 
Zeluco's  party,  and  as  ufual  direded  his 
whole  affiduity  to  Laura,     Zeluco  obferved 
this  with  Jlt/Ied  rage,  and  apparent  good- 
humour ;  Laura  alone  difcerned  the  hurri- 
cane in  his  heart  through  all  the  funfhine 
of  his   countenance. — She    rofe   to    with- 
draw—the Nobleman  offered  his  hand — 
fhe  feeming  not  to   obferw    his  motion, 
turned  to  her  hulband,  who  defired  Car- 
loftein  to  hand  her  to.  her  carriage.     She 
immediately   prefented  her  hand  to  him, 
arnd  the  Nobleman  feized  it. — €t  I  believe, 
Signor,"   faid  Carloftein,    c<  the   lady  in-, 
tended  me  the  honour. " — At  that  inftant 
Laura  withdrawing   her    hand   from    the 
other,  to  prevent  farther  difpute,  took  hold 
;  of 
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of  Zeluco's  arm,  begging  him  to  accom- 
pany her  to  her  carnage,  which  he  did, 
and  drove  home. 

When  the  aflembly  broke  up,  as  the 
Nobleman  preffed  acrofs  the  Corridor  in 
fome  hurry  towards  his  carriage,  his  legs 
were  for  a  moment  croffed  by  the  fword  of 
Carloftein,  who  inftantly  loofened  it  from 
his  belt,  making  an  apology ;  th£  other, 
without  paying  any  regard  to  this,  puftied 
forward,  faying,  in  an  imperious  tone, 
"  Make  way,  Sir,'—"  Make  you  way, 
Sir/'  cried  Carloftein,  provoked  at  his  in- 
folence,  and  pufhing  him  to  one  fide.  The 
Nobleman  drew  and  made  a  pafs  at  Carlo- 
ftein, whofe  fword  being  in  his  hand,  he 
put  afide  the  thruft,  and  returning  it,  hit 
hia  antagonift  fmartly  near  the  eye  with  the 
point  of  the  undrawn  fword,  and  with  a 
jerk  threw  the  Nobleman's  fword  quite  out 
of  his  hand. 

Carloftein  then  walked  calmly  to  his  own 
carriage,  where  he  found  Signora  Sporza 
and  Captain  Seidlits,  who,  inftead  of  going 
dire&ly  to  Zeluco's,  where  they  were  to 

top* 
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fup,  propofed  driving  a  little  to  enjoy  tbe 
refrefhing  breeze  from  the  bay,  to  which 
Carloftein  aflented,  without  faying  a  word 
df  what  had  juft  happened. 

Meanwhile  one  of  Zeluco's  fervante 
having  heard  an  imperfe£l  account  of  the 
fquabble,  haftily  entered  the  room  where 
Madame  de  Seldlits,  Laura,  and  Zeluco 
wew,  telling  them,  That  the  Nobleman 
And  Carloftein  had  fought,  that  one  of  them 
was  defperately  wounded,  and  the  other 
killed  on  the  fpot. 

"  Which  of  them  is  killed  ?^  faid  Ze- 
luco. 

u  I  cannot  tell,0  faid  the  fervant;  u  all 
I  know  for  certain  is,  that  one  of  them  is 
dead." 

"  Go  and  learn  which,  blockhead," 
cried  Zeluco. 

As  the  fervant  went  out,  Carloftein  en- 
tered with  Signora  Sporza  and  Captain 
Seidlits ;  but  Laura's  fpirits  had  undergone 
fuch  painful  agitation  from  the  fenrant's  in- 
telligence, that  after  ftruggling  for  fome 
time  to  hide   her  emotion,  (he  fuddenly 

fainted, 
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fainted)  and  fell  from  her  chair.  Being 
carried  to  bed,  fhe  continued  greatly  di {or- 
dered, and  even  after  her  mother  had  ac- 
quainted  her  with  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe, 
which  fhe  did  as  foon  as  fhe  was  herfelf  in* 
formed  of  it,  Laura  was  not  able  to  flix 
abroad  for  near  a  week. 

Laura  having  fainted  juft  as  Carloftein 
appeared,  Zeluco's  jealous  temper,  ever 
ready  to  put  the  worft  conftru&ion  on  the 
mod  innocent  occurrence,  imputed  her 
being  fo  violently  afFe&ed  to  her  fufpeft- 
ing  from  the  fervant's  account  that  the 
(  Nobleman  was  the  perfon  killed,  and  her 
being  confirmed  in  that  fufpicion  when 
fhe  faw  Carloftein  enter  the  room  in  good 
health. 

This  very  idea  was  a  fufficient  reafon  to 
render  Zeluco  fonder  than  ever  of  Carlo- 
ftein fs  company ;  he  invited  him  very  fre- 
quently to  his  houfe,  becaufe  he  thought 
that  his  prefence  was  highly  difagreeable  to 
his  wife ;  and  this  idea  feemed  the  more 
probable,  as  Laura,  being  confcious  of  the 
real  caufe  of  her  fainting,  was  evidently 

Vol,  IL  M  more 
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more  con  ft  rained  and  embarraffed  in  his 
company  than  flie  had  formerly  been  ;  all 
\qhich  Zeluco  imputed  to  her  averfion  to 
that  gentleman  on  account  of  his  quarrel 
with  the  Nobleman. 

He  was  confined  to  his  room  for  feveral 
weeks  with  an  inflammation  which  came 
on  his  eye,  and  fome  of  his  friends  were 
imprudent  enough  to  vapour  a  little  about 
•his  determination  of  calling  Carloftein  to 
an  account  as  foon  as  he  was  fully  reco- 
vered. Carloftein,  who  was  of  a  cool 
temper,  took  no  notice  of  thefe,  being  re- 
folved  to  regulate  his  conduct  by  the  be- 
haviour of  the  Nobleman  himfelf,  and  not 
by  that  of  his  officious  friends ;  but  Cap- 
tain Seidlits,  who  was  of  a  more  fiery  dif- 
pofition,  did  nqt  behave  with  the  fame  mo- 
deration* 

In  a  company  where  the  Captain  was, 
the  converfation  turned  on  the  quarrel ;  a 
friend  of  the  Nobleman's  gave  a  reprefent- 
ation  of  it  more  favourable  for  him  than 
was  confident  with  truth:  c<  I  am  con- 
vinced,'*  faid  Seidlits,  "  you  have  not  re- 
ceived 
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teived  that  account  of  the  matter  from  the 
Nobleman  himfelf,  for  he  knows  that  it 
happened  very  differently." — "  Do  you 
not  allow,"  faid  the  other,  "  that  the  Ba- 
ron's fword  was  in  the  fcabbard  J"-—"  I 
do/'  replied  Seidlits. — <€  It  was  highly  in- 
fulting  then,*'  faid  the  other,  u  to  make 
ufe  of  it  in  that  ftate ;  why  did  he*  not 
draw  it  ?' — u  It  was  a  prefent  from  the 
king,  his  matter,"  replied  Seidlits  ;  "  my 
friend  has  a  high  value  for  that  fword, 
and  does  not  like  to  draw  it  on  flight  oc- 
cafions/>  Here,  contrary  to  the  expectation 
of  fome  of  the  company,  the  converfatioh 
dropped;  but  it  was  afterwards  repeated 
to  Laura. 

The  next  time  fhe  law  her  brother,  (he 
blamed  him  for  making  fo  haughty  an 
anfwer;  adding,  that  it  might  have  bad 
confequences. — <c  I  am  forry  to  have  done  ' 
what  you  difapprove  of,  my  dear  fitter," 
faid  Seidlits;  "  but  as  for  the  confequences, 
I  regard  them  not,  and  I  am  fure  Carlottein 
regards  them  as  little  as  I  do." 

M  %  Signora 
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Signora  Sporza,  who  with  Mr.  N — fc— 
was  the  only  other  perfon  prefent*  obferved 
to  Seidlits*  That  he  might,  if  he  pleafed, 
defpife  the  open  refentment  of  a  fair  enemy, 
but  he  would  do  well  to  remember,  that  in 
the  country  where  they  were,  there  was  a 
mode  of  avenging  injuries  which  his  friend 
Carloftein  ought  to  be  on  bis  guard  againft 
otherwife  than  by  relying  on  courage  alone. 
She  hinted  at  the  feme  time,  that  there  was 
a  greater  rifk  of  a  vengeance  of  the  latter 
kind  from  the  Nobleman  and  his  relations, 
than  of  that  which  Captain  Seidlils  feemed 
fo  much  to  defpife. 

Laura  left  the  room  abruptly  when  this 
remark  was  made,  but  not  before  Signora 
Sporza  obferved  her  change  colour,  and  ap- 
pear greatly  agitated.  This  was  the  firft 
time  that  Signora  Sporza  had  any  fufpicion 
of  Laura's  partiality  for  Carloftein  ;  Mr. 

NJ had  conceived  fome  notion  of  it  a. 

few  days  before,  from  an  incident  not 
worth  mentioning,  and  which  would  have 
efcaped  the  obfervatioft  perhaps   of   any 

other 
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ether  perfon.  He  found  a  pretext  for  with- 
drawing foon  after  Laura  left  the  room ; 
and  upon  her  return,  Signora  Sporza  was 
confirmed  in  her  fufpicions,  for  in  fpite  of 
the  pains  which  Laura  had  taken  to  wafli 
away  the  traces  of  tears,  it  was  plain  fhc 
had  t>epn  crying* 
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Nam  tibi  cum  facie  mores  natura  pudicos,    . 
Et  raras  dotes  ingeniumque  dedit." "  '   Ovisu 

'  I  VHE  words  which  had  fallen  from 
Signora  Sporza,  concerning  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  Noblfcman  who  had  been 
hurt  by  Carloftein,  and- the  mode  of  re- 
venge he  might  adopt,  made  a  lafting  im- 
preflion  on  Laura,  She  thought  Carloftein 
in  the  greateft  danger  of  being  fecretly 
rfmrdered,  if  he  were  npt  openly  called  to 
the  field  ;  fhe  confidered  herfelf  as  the  ori- 
ginal caufe  of  ^ the  hazard  to  which  he  was 
expofed,  and  which  (he  feared  was  ih- 
creafed  by  the  imprudence  of  her  brother : 
her  imagination  dwelt  on  the  horrors  that 
might  enfue. 

>    Zeluco  one  evening  faid  to  her,  that  he 

had  an  inclination  to  go  the  following  day 

to  Puzzoli,  and  to  crofs  the  bay  between 

7  that 
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that  town  and  Baia;  and  as  fhe  had  ex- 
prefifed  a  defire  to  fee  the  Poate  di  Cali- 
gula, the  baths  of  Nero,  the  tomb  of  Agrip- 
pina,  and  the  other  ruins  of  that  feat  of 
ancient  luxury,  he  would  take  her  with 
him.  -  Laura  aflented.  But  going  to  bed 
with  her  thoughts  brooding  over  the  fame 
train  of  reflexions  which  had  infefted  her 
mind  for  fome  days  paft,  fhe  dreamt  of 
bravos  and  aflaflination  the  whole  night. 
She  fometimes  thought  fhe  beheld  Carlo* 
ftein  ftretched  on  the  ground,  pale  and 
bloodlefs ; — at  other  times  the  blood  feemed 
to  flow  from  a  recent  wound  in  his  fide  ; 
and  as  often  as  fhe  ftooped  to  lend  him 
afliftance,  fhe  imagined  that  her  hufband 
prevented  her  by  terrifying  looks  and  in* 
fulting  language.  Thofc  vifions  difordered 
her  fo  much,  that  fhe  refolved  next  morn- 
ing to  decline  the  propofed  jaunt  to  Puz- 
zoli. 

Some  time  after  fhe  arofe,  Zeluco  fent 

her  word*    that  Captain  Seidlits  and  he 

waited  for  her  at  breakfaft.     The  Captain 

had  accidentally  called  earlier  than  ufual ; 

M  4  and 
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and  as  foon  as  his  Gfter  entered  the  room, 
he  cold  her,  that  he  and  Carloftein  intended 
to  accompany  Zeluco  and  her  to  Baia.  Lau- 
ra endeavoured  to  excufe  herfelf.  "  What 
is  the  matter  now/*  faid  Zeluco ;  H  you  had 
no  objeaion  laft  night !"  She  ftill  wiftied 
to  decline  going;  but  Zeluco  fufpe&ing 
that  her  only  reafon  was  becaufe  Carloftein 
was  of  the  party,  determined  that  Qxtjhould 
go.  He  and  Laura  went  in  the  carriage 
accordingly*,  Seidlits  and  Carloftein  accom- 
panying them  on  horfeback.  After  wan- 
dering feme  time  along  this  beautiful  coaft, 
Zeluco  told  Seidlits,  he  would  lead  him  to 
fee  fpmething  peculiarly  curious;  but  as  it 
was  at  fome  diftance,  and  difficult  of  accefs,* 
he  begged  of  Carloftein  to  remain  with 
Laura  till  their  return. 

Seidlits  agreed  to  the  propofal,  becaufe 
he  thought  it  would  be  agreeable  to  his 
fifter  to  be  entertained  during  this  interval 
by  his  friend  :  Zeluco  made  it,  becaufe  he 
thought  it  would  be  in  the  higheft  degree 
jffifagreeable^ to  her;  Laura  heard  it  with* 
Airprife,  and  Carloftein  with  pleafure. 

When 
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-  When  Zeluco  and  the  Captain  left  riiem, 
they  walked  flowly  on  without  confidering 
where  they  went,  and  without  exchanging 
9,  word,  ti}|  they  arrived  at  a  fhady  feat, 
from  which  the  various  beauties  around 
might  be  feen  to  advantage ;— here  Carlo* 
ftein  exprefled  a  fear  that  (be  was  fatigued 
with  walking.  She  immediately  fat  downf 
and  he  placed  himfelf  at  her  fide. 

Carloftein  and  Laura,  thus  unexpectedly 
feated  together,  feemed  entirely  abforbed  in 
reflexion,  and  as  regard  lefs  of  the  fublitoe 
and  luxurious  fcene  before  their  eyes,  as  if 
they  had  been  blind;  their  mutual  con- 
ffyaint  was  fo  great,  that  neither  was  ca- 
pable of  expreffing  a  diftinfl:  idea.  Car* 
loftein  made  feveral  efforts  to  begin  a  con* 
verfation,  which  proceeded  no  farther  than 
one  uninterefting  queftion  and  anfwer  j 
Laura  had  been  fo  terrified  with  the  dreams 
of  the  preceding  night,  that  fhe  could  think 
or  fpeak  of  nothing  but  what  they  fuggeft- 
ed.  The  carclefs  and  blunt  temper  of  her 
twother  difquieted  her  very  much ;  and  fhe 

*  greatly 
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greatly  dreaded  fome  mifchief  from  that 
quarter. 

"  I  fear,  Sir,'*  faid  (he,  making  a  great 
effort  to  break  the  filence,  and  forcing  a 
finile,  as  if  the  fear  fhe  exprefled  had  not 
been  ferious  ;  cc  I  fear  you  have  an  impru- 
dent friend  in  my  brother." 

€€  Madam !"  cried  Carloftein,  with  fur- 
prife.* 

Laura  repeated  what  (he  had  faid. 

*•  I  confide*  your  brother/'  replied  Car- 
loftein "  as  the  mod  valuable  friend  that 
ever  man  had.    I  owe  my  life  to  him." 

4€  Nay,*'  refumed  fhe,  <c  I  have  no  de- 
fign  to  make  a  breach  between  you ;  but 
my  brother  has  fometimes  a  thoughtlefs 
and  provoking  way  of  fpeaking,  which 
may  lead  to  very  bad  confequences,  and 
of  which  it  is  the  duty  of  a  friend  to  warn 
him." 

u  I  do  not  conceive,"  faid  Carloftein* 
cc  to  what  you  allude.*' 

««  Nothing," 
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*'  Nothing/'  refumed  fhe,  "  rankles 
more  in  the  heart  than  contemptuous  ex? 
preffions/* 

€i  Unqueftionably,"  anfweredhe. 

,c  Nor,"  added  (he, <c  is  there  any  kind  of 
injqry  more  apt  to  provoke  men  to  revenge." 

"  I  am  convinced  of  it,"  faid  Carloftein^ 
unable  to  guefs  to  what  fhe  alluded. 

"  Then  furely,"  continued  Laura,  with 
hefitation,  "  it  was  imprudent  in  my  bro- 
ther to  fpeak,  as  I  hear  he  did  on  alateoc- 
pafion.'* 

"  I  am  convinced  you  labour  under  fome 

I  miftake,  Madam,"  faid  Carloftein.  "  Gap- 

!  tain  Seidlits,  although  as  fearlefs  as  any 

man  alive,  is  nqt  apt  to  give  wanton  pro* 

yocation." 

"  I  was  told,"  faid  Laura,  "  that  con- 

verfing  lately  on  the  unfortunate  fcuffie  in 

!  which  you  were  involved,  he  ufed  term* 

I  which    might   drive    your    antagonift   to^ 

meafures  he  otherwife  would  not  think  of/" 

Cl  The  accident  which  happened  in  con- 

fequence  of  that  foolifh  affair/'  faid  Car* 

;  loftein,  cc  he  who  gave  the  firft  provoca- 

I  tion 

1 
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tion  brought  on  himfelf ;  Captain  Seidlits 
knows  that  nobody  elfe  was  to  blame,  and 
I  dare  fay  he  will  affert  this  as  often  as  the. 
affair  is  talked  of." 

€<  But  why  irritate  him  with  contemp- 
tuous expreffions  ?  perhaps  he  might  be- 
come fcnfible  he  is  in  the  wrong.  What 
my  brother  fays  may  be  carried  to  him,  and 
excite  him  to  meafures  which  otherwife  he 
would  not  think  of  adopting." 

4<  What  meafure  he  may  chtrfe  to  adopt, 
it  is]  his  bufinefs  to  weigh  with  attention," 
laid  Carloftein ;  "  but  certainly  is  not  worth 
Captain  Seidlits*  confideration*9' 

u  Friend£hip,,>  faid  Laura,  "  might  make 
him  confider,  that  contemptuous  language 
may  ftimulate  to  a  mode  of  revenge  which 
no  degree  of  courage  can  obviate,  and  no 
Ikill  can  ward  off."  She  fpoke  thefe  words 
with  agitation,  and  the  tear  trembled  in  her 
eye :  then  recolle&ing  the  import  of  what 
fhe  was  faying,  her  face  was  inftantly 
fuffufed  with  blulhes ;  yet  muttering  up  all 
the  woman  within  her,  and  endeavouring 
to  ponceal  the  true  fource  of  her  concern, 

<h« 
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flie  added,  u  He  does  not  think  on  the  re* 
morfe  and  mifery  be  bimfelf  would  feel% 
fhould  his   imprudence  be  attended  with 

any  fatal  confequence  to ."  Here  per- 

ceivingthat her  voice  faultered,  her  emhar- 
raffment  increafed ;  (he  hefitated,  and  was    • 
incapable  of  uttering  a  diftind  word. 

It  was  hardly  poflible  for  Carloftein  not  * 
to  fee  the  real  motive  of  her  concern  and 
embarraflment ;  whatever  fatisfa&ion  he 
*  might  have  in  the  difcovery,  he  had  too 
much  delicacy  to  feem  to  perceive  either.— 
"  Your  brother's  friendfhip,"  faid  he,  "  has 
ever  been  a  fource  of  happinefs  to  me ;  I  ' 
fhould  reckon  myfelf  unfortunate  indeed, 
if  it  fhould  ever  become  a  caufe  of  unea- 
finefs  to  him,  and  will  ufe  every  precaution 
to  prevent  fuch  an  effect,  of  which,  how- 
ever, I  think  there  is  no  danger.1' 

Laura  gently  bowed  her  head,  by  way  of 
thanking  him ;  for,  although  fomewhat  re- 
covered from  her  perplexity  by  Carlo- 
ftein's  reply,  (he  was  ftill  afraid  totrufther 
voice  with  words.  She  then  rofe,  and 
after  they  had  walked  2l  little  way  without 

fpeaking, . 
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fpeaking,  Carloftein  began  to  point  out  fome 
of  the  moft  ftriking  beauties  of  the  land- 
fcape  in  their  view  •>  afad  flie  affented  to  his 
remarks  in  a  manner  that  evinced  how  very 
little  they  occupied  her  thoughts.  At 
length,  feeing  Captain  Seidlits  and  Zeluco 
approaching,  they  moved  in  filence  to  meet 
them. 

The  latter  obferving  the  referved  manner 
in  which  Laura  and  Carloftein  advanced, 
concluded  that  their  t$te-a-t$te  had  been  as 
difagreeable  as  he  intended  it  fliould ;  and 
the  melancholy  air  which  Laura  retained, 
in  fpite  of  all  her  efforts  to  feem  cheerful, 
he  imputed  to  difpleafure  for  having  been 
left  with  Carloftein. 

Replete  with  this  notion,  Zeluco  let  flip 
no  occafion,  while  they  remained  at  the  inn 
where  they  dined,  of  faying  things  which 
he  thought  would  vex  and  difconcert  his 
wife,  without  being  perceived  by  Carloftein 
or  Seidlits. 

u  Has  any  one  heard  how  his  eye  is  to- 
day ?"  faid  he,  naming  the  perfon  with 
whom  Carloftein  had  the  quarrel. 

«  I  heard/' 
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"  I  heard;'  foid  Seidlits,  "  that  it  ftill 
continues  fwelled  and  inflamed.'' 

<c  I  am  told  he  runs  fome  rifle  of  lofing 
it  altogether,"  faid  Zeluco,  looking  ma- 
licioufly  at  Laura. 

€i  I  hope  not/*  faid  Laura,  naturally, 
and  without  obferving  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  fpoken. 

fl  Would  it  give  you  a  great  deal  of 
pain,  Madam  ?"  rejoined  he. 

iC  I  fhould  certainly  be  concerned  that 
fuch  a  misfortune  happened  to  any  body," 
replied  (he,  "  particularly  on  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion." 

€t  You  will  never  be  forgiven  by  the 
ladies,  Signor,"  faid  Zeluco,  addreffing 
Carloftein,  i€  for  fpoiling  this  fine  fpark's 
ogling." 

The  venom  of  jealoufy  in  Zeluco's  breaft 
was  put  into  a  ferment  by  Laura's  anfwers, 
natural  and  mild  as  they  were.  When  the 
company  were  preparing  to  return,  "  Be 
fo  obliging,  Signof  "  faid  he,  to  Carloftein, 
"  as  to  take  my  feat  in  the  carriage,  and 

let 
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kt  me  hare  your  horfe;  I  fhould  like  to 
ride  to  town." 

This  obliging  hufband  made  the  propofal 
with  no  other  view  than  that  of  diftreffing 
his  wife.— Laura's  heart  beat  tumultuoufly 
when  (he  heard  it ;  the  agitation  which  the 
had  felt  during  the  converfation  fhe  had 
juft  had  with  Carloftein,  on  which  fhe  al- 
ready had  made  fome  reflexions,  added  to 
the  glow  of  joy  fhe  was  confeious  of,  oa 
hearing  her  hufband's  propofal,  determined 
this  virtuous*  woman  to  evade  it ; — turning 
from  Carloftein  therefore  to  Captain  Seid- 
lits,  4<  I  have  fomething  particular  to  com- 
municate to  you,  brother,"  laid  fhe,  hold- 
ing forth  her  hand ;  a  I  beg  you  will  fa*- 
vour  me  with  your  company  in  the  car- 

*  h 

nage. 

€C  With  pleafure,"  cried  Seidlits,  taking 
his  fitter's  hand.  "  Your  wife  and  I  have 
had  a  quarrel/'  added  he  to  Zeluco, <c  and  I 
fee  fhe  wifhes  for  an  opportunity  to  make 
it  up."  So  faying,  he  went  with  her  into 
the  carriage,  leaving  Carloftein  difappoint- 
cd,  and  Zeluco  ready  to  burft  with  anger. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  felf-approbation  Laura  felt 
from  this  vi&ory  of  her  reafon  over  her 
inclination,  yet  when  (he  obfertred  the  de* 
fponding  look  of  Garloftein  as  the  car* 
riage  paffed  him,  her  heart  whifpered,  that 
if  Zeluco  (hould  renew  his  propofal,  £hc 
ought  not  to  provoke  him  by  a  fecond  re- 
fufaL  She  was  not  put  to  the  temptation. 
The  carriage  moved  on,  and  her  brother 
was  obliged  to  aik  her  of  teller  than  once, 
what  (he  had  to  Communicate  to  him,  be- 
fore he  was  able  to  roufe  her  from  the  re- 
verie in  which  her  thoughts  were  abforbed> 
when  the  carriage  proceeded  to  town. 

Zeluco  having  invited  the  two  gentle- 
men to  fup  at  his  hotffe,  where  they  met 
with  Madame  de  Seidlits  and  Signora 
Sporza,  he  could  not  give  vent  to  the  an- 
ger which  he  had  fo  abfurdly  conceived 
againft  his  wife,  but  a  (Turned  the  appear- 
ance of  good '  humour  and  extraordinary 
affedion  for  her.  Laura  was  too  much 
accuftomed  to  him.  to  be  his  dupe  on  this 
occafion.  She  faw  clearly  into  the  real 
ftate  of  his  thoughts,  and  being  quite  con- 

Vol,  II.  N  vinced 
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vinced  of  his  rancour,  (he,  who  hcrfelf  was 
all  candour,  was  fo  (hocked  at  his  afFedcd 
kindnefs,  that  in  fpite  of  her  unwillingnefs 
to  give  her  mother  uneafinefs,  fhe  could 
not  remain  with  the  company,  hut  was  ob- 
liged to  leave  them  abruptly,  on  the  pretext 
of  ill  health. 

Madame  de  Seidlits  had  intended  to  re* 
main  that  night  with  her  daughter,  but 
being  at  that  time  in  a  delicate  date  of 
health  herfelf,  (he  was  prevailed  on  to 
return  to  her  own  houfe,  upon  Signora 
Sporza's  offering  to  (lay  all  night  with 
Laura.  This  was  infinitely  agreeable  to 
the  latter,  who  wifhed  to  be  fecured  from 
the  company  of  her  hufband. 
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No  more  can  faith  or  candour  move  j 
But  each  ingenuous  deed  of  love, 

Which  reafon  would  applaud,  * 

Now,  fmiling  o'er  his  dark  diftrefi, 
Fancy  malignant  ftrives  to  drefs 

Like  injury  and  fraud.  Akenside. 

*J  ELUCO  retained  all  his  hatred  to  Sig- 
nora  Sporza,  though  he  thought  it 
expedient  to  let  it  lie  dormant  for  the  pre- 
fent,  and  to  behave  to  her  with  the  atten- 
tion due  to  a  relation  of  his  wife's  family. 
She  faw  through  his  difiimulation,  and  re- 
paid his  hatred  with  a  fixed  averfion  ;  but 
this  (he  carefully  concealed  from  Madame 
de  Seidlits,  becaufe  (he  knew  that  it  would 
give  her  uneafinefs.  Signora  Sporza's  af- 
fe&ion  for  Laura  was  increafed  by  her  per- 
ceiving that  (he  was  unhappy*  in  her  mar^ 
riage;  and  perhaps  by  being  convinced 
N  a  that 
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that  (he  entertained  the  fame  fentiments  of 
Zcluco  with  herfelf.  She  did  not  take  the 
fame  pains  therefore  to  conceal  her  fen* 
timents  from  Laura  that  fhe  did  from  Ma- 
dame de  Seidlkfc.  Laura,  however,  would 
underftand  none  of  her  hints,  and  difcou- 
raged  all  converfation  on  that  fubjed. 

Signora  Sporza  faw  the  true  motive  of 
her  young  friend's  referve;  and.notwith- 
flanding  that  it  would  have  been  agreeable 
to  herfelf  to  have  talked  freely  of  Zeluco's 
behaviour  and  character,  yet  flie  could  not 
help  approving  of  Laura's  prudence  in  de* 
dining  all  coaverfation  on  fuch  a  delicate 
fubjed.  She  beheld  with  more  concern 
that  Laura  was  finking  into  deje&ion  of 
fpirits  1  and  although  (he  ftrongly  fuf- 
pc&ed  her  partiality  for  Carloftein,  as  well 
as  his  paflion  for  her,  fo  far  from  confider- 
ing  this  as  aa  aggravation  of  Laura's  m»f~ 
fortune,  (he  thought  an  attachment  of  this 
kind  might  prove  a  falutary  antidote  againft 
the  gloomy  defpondency,  or  even  defpair, 
'  with  which  her  young  friend  was  threat- 
ened* 

With 
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With  regard  to  Signora  S,porza  it  haa 
been  already  hinted,  that  whatever  her 
manner  of  aSiing  had  been,  (he  was  rather 
a  free  thinker  on  fubje&s  of  this  nature  5 
for  although  (he  had  a  high  idea  of  Laura's, 
virtuous  principles,  fhe  could  not  but  be 
fenflble  of  the  danger  of  fuch  attachments* 
It  would  appear  however,  that  fhe  thought 
any  danger  worth  rifking  that  could  make 
a  diverfion  from  the  difmal  ftate  of  mind 
into  which  Laura  was  falling,  from  a  con- 
tinued contemplation  of  her  mtferable  con* 
nexion  with  a  morofe  and  jealous  huf- 
band. 

Zeluco  was  the  greateft  of  all  felf-tor- 
mentora ;  his  envious  and  gloomy  mind 
was  eternally  fuggefting  frefli  caufes  of 
clifquiet  to  itfelf.  The  two  ideas  which 
plagued  him  at  prefent  were,  firft  that 
Laura  difliked  him,  and  alfo  that  (he  was 
fond  of  another.  There  was  no  cure  for 
the  firft,  but  his  becoming  an  honeft  man, 
which  was  not  in  his  nature ;  and  the  cure  . 
of  the  other  was  nearly  as  difficult ;  for  to 
remove  fufpicions  from  the  brcaft  of  a 
N  3  man 


19S  Z  E  L  ,U  C  O. 

man  given  to  jealoufy,  and  prevent  their 
returning,  would  be  changing  his  nature. 
This  paffion  has  a  tendency  not  only  to 
four  the  temper,  hut  to  obfcure  the  under- 
Handing,  elfe  how  fhould 

— Trifles,  light  as  air, 
Be  to  the  jealou*  confirmation  ftrong 
A*  proofs  of  Holy  Writ  ? — 

Laura's  having  (hewn  a  difpofltion  to 
remain  at  home  on  hearing  that  Carlo- 
ftein  was  of  the  party  to  Baia ;  her  having 
preferred  her  brother's  company  to  his 
when  they  returned ;  her  having  left  the 
company  abruptly  at  fupper ;  and  her  de- 
jection of  fpirits  from  the  time  that  the 
Nobleman  was  confined  by  the  hurt  in  his 
eye,  Zeluco  imputed  to  the  intereft  which 
(he  took  in  this  Nobleman,  and  to  her  dis- 
like to  Carloftein  on  that  account* 

Zeluco  was  one  of  thofe  amiable  crea- 
tures who  being  feldom  at  peace  with  them- 
{elves  cannot  bear  that  their  neighbours 
Jhould  enjoy  tranquillity.  Laura,  ufed  the 
pretence  of  ill  health   for  a  confideraBle 

time 
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time  after  her  being  obliged  to  retire  from 
the  company  at  fupper,  merely  that  (he 
might  be  allowed  to  keep  her  apartment, 
*  enjoy  the  fociety  of  her  mother  and  Sig- 
nora  Sporza,  and  be  {pared  from  that  of 
her  hulband. 

When  ftie  feemed  a  little  better,  her 
brother  was  added  to  the  number,  of  her  vi- 
fitors ;  and  even  after  (he  went  abroad, 
ihe  vifited  nobody  but  her  mother  or  Sig- 
nora  Sporza.  Zeluco  explained  her  re- 
ferve,  low  fpirits,  and  love  of  retirement, 
in  the  fame  manner  that  he  had  done  her 
previous  behaviour ;  and  his  fullennefs 
augmented  daily.  Laura  was  endeavour* 
ing  one  day  to  divert  her  melancholy  with 
her  harpfichord ;  Zeluco  heard  the  found 
while  he  fat  in  his  own  apartment,  and  it 
redoubled  his  ill-humour.  He  fuddenly 
entered  the  room  where  (he  was  playing, 
and  threw  himfelf  on  a  chair  oppofite  to 
her  with  every  mark  of  difpleafure. 

She  had  obferved  that  taking  any  notice 
of  him,  particularly  by  fpeaking  to  himf 
}  N  4  on 
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on  fuch  occafions,  never  failed  to  draw  from 
him  Come  brutal  anfwcr ;  ftie  therefore  faid 
nothing,  but  played  an  air  of  fuch  Toothing 
melody  as  might  have  fubdued  the  rancour 
of  a  daemon. 

ic  You  are  mightily  fond  of  Italian  mu- 
fic.  Madam/'  laid  he,  after  fome  minutes 
of  filence. 

€i  I  am,  indeed,"  replied  flie,  ftop^ng 
for  a  moment,  endeavouring  to  fmile  upon 
him,  and  then  refuming  the  inftrument. 

<c  You  prefer  whatever  is  Italian,  I  have 
obferved,"  rejoined  be,  with  a  maligpant 
look. 

cc  I  cannot  entirely  fay  that,"  anfwered 
£he,  quitting  the  harpfichord ;  "  but  their 
jnufic  is  generally  preferred  to  jhat  of  any 
other  nation."  ., 

€t  Yet  you  are  half  a  German,"  refumed 
he. 

€t  More  than  half,"  faid  Laura.  «  I 
was  born  and  educated  ip  my  father's 
Country." 

♦'  It' 
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*'  It  is  a  wonder  then  that  you  have  not 
lome  partiality  for  your  countrymen.0 

f<  I  efteem  them  highly,"  faid  Laura; 
"  all  the  world  acknowledge  them  to  be  a 
brave  and  worthy  people.'* 

*'  But  you  think  the  Italians  more 
amiabkV  added  he,  prolonging  the  laffc 
word. 

'•  Laura  made  no  anfwer,  but  applied  again 
to  the  harpfichord,  w idling  to  put  an  end 
to  a  dialogue  which  flie  found  highly  dif- 
agreeable,  although  (he  did  not  compre- 
hend the  motive  or  tendency  of  it. 

ZelUco  darted  up,  and  walked  with  a 
hurried  ftep  acroft  the  room,  and  then 
turning  fuddenly  to  Laura,  "  You  diflike 
the  Baron  Qarloftein,  Madam,  do  you  not?" 
refumed  he. 

"  Dillike  him,  Sir  ?"  faid  (he,  alarmed 
and  blufhing. 

u  Yes/'.Madam,  "  you  hate  him." 

u  IfhouMbeglad/'  faidihe,  «  to  have 
lip  reafon  to  hate  any  body.1' 

"  And 
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<c  And  what  reafon  have  you  for  hating 
him,  Madam?'9 

'  "  I  have  not  faid  that  it  is  him  I  hate," 
replied  (he,  with  fome  degree  of  indigna- 
tion. 

^  Oh  !  you  have  not  faid  it,"  rejoined 
he,  miftaking  the  implication  of  her  words; 
*c  you  have  only  Jhewn  it  by  your  beha- 
viour." 

44  I  do  not  comprehend  your  meaning," 
faid  (he. 

"  Why  would  you  n6t  admit  him  into 
the  carriage  on  your  return  to  Baia  ?" 

"  I  wilhed  to  converfe  with  my  brother," 
faid  (he. 

«c  Perhaps  you  would'  have  preferred 
another  to  either/9  added  he,  looking  ma- 
licioufly  in  her  face. 

<£  I  do  not  know  that  I  (hould,"  faid 
Laura. 

"  But  I  know  it,  Madam ;  I  know  who 
interefts  you  more  than  all  the  world,  and 
on  whofe  account  the  Baron  Carloflein  is 
the  ob]e£t  of  your  difpleafure." 

Laura 
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Laura  could  not  hear  this  name  with*, 
out  emotion.     She  again  coloured,  repeat** 
ing  with  a  faultering  voice,  u  My  difpka- 
furer 

fC  Yes*  Midam,  your  difpleafure,"  cried 
Zeluco,  with  a  railed  voice  3  c'  you  cannot 
hide  itf  you  redden  with  refentment  at  the 
bare  mention  of  his  name ;  but  I  would 
have  you  to  know,  that  he  is  a  man  whom 
I  efteem  j  and  I  wifh  the  blow  he  dealt  to 
that  fine  cflenced  minon  had  beat  his  brains 
out." 

As  he  pronounced  this  with  violent  em- 
phafes  and  a£fcion,  he  ftruck  his  cane 
through  a  mirror,  and  rufhed  out  of  the 
room,  leaving  Laura  filled  with  contempt 
and  indignation  at  his  ridiculous  and  frantic 
behaviour. 

Zeluco,  like  many  other  peevifh  and  fiery 
tempered  people,  was  apt  to  difplay  his  ill- 
humour  at  the  expence  of  his  furniture ; 
but  Laura  had  never  feen  him  fo  violently 
agitated  on  any  former  occafion. 

She  was  not  forry,  however,  that  his 
fufpicions,  fince  fufpicions  of  fome  perfon 

or 
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or  other  he  muft  have,  were  direded  to  a 
man  quite  indifferent  to  her.    ' 

A  footman  entering  the  room  as  Zeluco 
went  out,  (he  mentioned  the  mirror  having 
been  accidentally  broken,  and  ordered  an- 
other diredly  in  its  place  to  prevent  farther 
remarks  on  the  fubjed;  and  (he  determined 
to  pafs  that  evening  with  Signora  Sporza. 
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*Tbe  Jndifcretion  of  a  Friend. 

TJITHERTO  Laura  had  been  fu<s 
cefsful  in  her  endeavours  to  hide  from 
the  fervants  the  ill-footing  on  which  her 
hufband  and  (he  were ;  but  Zeluco  had 
fpoken  during  the  foregoing  dialogue  in 
fuch  a  loud  tone*  that  a  maid  of  Laura's, 
who  was  in  one  of  the  adjoining  chambers, 
heard  a  great  part  of  it. 

This  maid  felt  herfelf  quite  overloaded 
with  fo  much  important  intelligence,  and 
feeing  nobody  at  home  to  whdm  (he  could 
conveniently  confign  it,  fhe  haftcned  to 
Signora  Sporza,  whom  (he  knew  to  be  the 
friend  of  her  miftrefs,  and  immediately  in* 
formed  her  of  all  (he  had  heard  j  and 
wherever  there  might  have  been  a  gap  in 
the  narrative  from  her  not  having  heard 
diftin&ly,  (he  took  care  to  fill  it  up  from 
i%  her 
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her  own  imagination :  fo  that  the  whole 
appeared  an  uninterrupted  fcene  of  brutal 
abufe  on  the  part  of  Zcluco,and  of  patience 
and  refignation  on  that  of  Laura. 

When  (he  had  finilhed, "  Voila  unbomme" 
faid  Sigoora  Sporza,  fpeaking  in  French, 
that  the  maid  might  not  underftand  her; 
u  voild  un  bommefait  exprh  pour  itre  cocu" 
She  then  cautioned  the  maid  very  earnest- 
ly not  to  mention  what  (he  had  heard  to 
Madame  de  Seidlits,  or  to  any  other  per- 
fon,  as  it  might  be  of  very  bad  confequence 
to  her  miftrefs. 

The  maid  feeling  herfelf  greatly  relieved 
by  what  {he  had  already  told,  and  being 
averfe  to  do  any  thing  which  would  in- 
jure Laura,  thought  (he  might  fafely  pro- 
mife  not  to  mention  it ;  which  (he  accord* 
iqgly  did,  with  a  fincere  intention  to  keep 
her  word. 

As  the  maid  withdrew  Baron  Carloftein 
was  introduced,  and  foon  after  Signora 
Sporza  had  a  proof  in  herfelf  of  what  moft 
people  experience  j  how  much  eafier  it  is 
W>  give  good  advice  than  to  follow  it :  for 

ihe 


z  e  t  u  c  a.  207 

flie  was  fo  full  of  indignation  at  what  (he 
had  heard,  that  (he  could  not  contain  her- 
felf  more  than  the  maid,  but  told  the  whole 
to  the  Baron,  who  was  much  more  affected 
than  furprifed  at  the  information ;  for, 
from  the  idea  he  had  formed  of  the  cha- 
racter of  Zeluco,  and  what  he  had  obferved 
of  his  behaviour,  particularly  on  the  day 
ef  the  jaunt  to  Baia,  he  was  convinced  that 
Zeluco  and  Laura  lived  unhappily  together, 
and  conjedured  that  fceaes  fimilar  to  that 
which  Signora  Sporza  had  recounted  to 
him,  fometimes  paffed  between  ttjem. 

.  In  her  narration,  Signora  Spoiya  difco- 
trered  great  indignation  againft  Zeluco ;  in 
liftening  to  it,  Carloftein  feemed  to  think 
only  on  the  unhappinefs  of  Laura :  while 
foe  abufed  the  former,  he  compafliohated 
the  latter.  After  having  exhaufted  her  *age 
however,  pity  became  predominant  in  #*r 
bread  alfo,  and  (he  was  a&ually  (hedding 
tears  when  Laura  herfelf  entered  the  room* 
As  Laura  feemed  furprifed  at  finding  her 
•  friend  in  this  ftate,  and  began  to  inquire 
into  the  caufe  of  her  affli&ion,  Carloftein 
2  thought 
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thought  it  became  him  to  retire,  and  leave 
them  at  liberty. 

,  Laura  thea  exprdTed  the  moft  tender 
anxiety  for  her  friend,  and  begged  to  know 
what  diftrefied  hen- 

"  Alas  !  my  fweet  friend,'*  laid  Signori 
Sporza,  "  why  fliould  I  diflurb  you  with 
tny  forrows  ? 

"  That  I  may  do  all  in  my  power  td  al» 
leviate  them/9  faid  Laura,  "  that  you  may 
fibew  you  have  too  much  confidence  in  me 
to  hide  the  caufe  of  your  grief  from  me." 

Ci  Have  you  {hewn  that  confidence  in 
me  ?"  replied  {he. 

€t  Yes,"  replied  Laura,  "  in  every  thing 
that  concerned  myfelf  alone,  or  could  be 
remedied.  Tell  me,  therefore,  what  grieves 
you,  and  prove  that  you  think  me  your 
friend/' 

44  I  think  you  an  angel ,"  faid  Signora 
Sporza,  paffionately ;  "  and  I  love  you 
with  all  my  foul ;  but  he  who  is  the  caufe 
of  my  prefent  affli&ion  is  the  monfter  whom 
I  deteft  as  fincerely  as  I  love  you/'  She 
then  threw  out  expreffions  which  plainly 

indicated 
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indicated  that  (he  was  acquainted  with  the 
fcene  above  mentioned,  and  knew  that  (he 
was  very  ill  treated  by  her  hufband. 

€*  Good  Heaven  !n  cried  Laura  ;  4<  was 
this  the  fubjedk  of  your  converfation  withT 
the  Baron  Carloftein,  when  I  entered  I" 

Signora  Sporza  owned  that  they  had  been 
converting  on  this  fubjefi.  Laura  then  beg- 
ged of  her  to  fend  to  him  diredtly,  and  in- 
treat  him  not  to  give  the  mod  diftant  hint 
of  what  fhe  had  told  him  to  Captain  Seid- 
lits.  u  You  do  not  know,*'  continued  fhe, 
u  the  violence  of  my  brother's  temper,  and 
were  he  to  hear  any  thing  of  this  nature, 
the  confequence  would  be  dreadful  indeed." 

Signora  Sporza  dire&ly  wrote  a  letter  to 
Carloftein  in  the  terms  which  Laitra  re- 
quired ;  and  he  immediately  returned  for 
anfwer,  that  he  was  aware  of  the  confe- 
quences  that  might  follow  the  mentioning 
any  of  the  circumftances  (he  had  commu- 
nicated to  him,  and  alluring  her  he  never 
fliould. 

This  quieted  Laura's  anxiety  on  this 
head,  and  as  fhe  could  no  longer  entirely 

Vol.  II.  O  avoid 
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avoid  (ionverfing  with  Signora  Sporza  on 
the  fubjefk  of  her  hufband's  ill  treatment, 
{he  endeavoured  to  foften  it,  faying,  That 
the  particulars  had  been  exaggerated,  afld 
that  fome  vexatious  news  had  put  him  into 
ill-humour  at  that  time*  and  made  him  be* 
have  in  a  maimer  different  from  his  ufual 
conduft. 
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Mr.  JV— —  hears  from  the  Baronet. 

T  N  the  mean  time  the  honourable  Mr. 
N  's  intimacy  with  Carloftein  and 
Seidlits  continued,  and  gradually  grew  into 
friendfhip,  efpecially  with  the  former,  for 
the  character  and  taftes  of  Mr.  N 
were  more  analogous  to  thofe  of  Carloftein 
than  of  Seidlits ;  yet  he  had  alfo  a  very 
great  degree  of  efleem  for  the  latter.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  the  friendfhip  between 
Mr.  N  -  ■■■'  and  Carloftein  was  not  inter* 
rupted  by  their  being  fond  of  the  fame 
woman  :  both  efteemed  her  highly,  neither 
had  a  wifh  inconfiftent  with  her  honour $ 
and  although  Mr.  N  perceived  that 

Laura  had  a  ftronger  attachment  to  Carlo* 
ftein   than  to  any  other  perfon,   he  had 
alfo  that  degree  of  candour  which  fo  few 
Q  2  poffefs, 
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and  defircd  him  to  return  next  morning 
with  fbrae  proof  that  he  was  of  Buchanan'? 
acquaintance ;  and  I  fent  Mr.  Steele's  fer- 
vant,  Tom  Dawfon*  with  him  to  his  lodg- 
ing, with  another  guinea  to  the  Englifl* 
failor;  Tom  returned  within  a  couple  of 
hours,  and  informed  me  he  had  feen  the 
failor,  who  was  a  young  man  of  jthrpe  or 
four  and  twenty,  of  the  name  of  Warren  j 
that  Carr  had  (hewn  him  a  letter  which  be 
faid  was  from  Buchanan  to  a  countryman 
of  theirs  at  Edinburgh;  that  having  broken 
open  the  feal  of  this  letter,  Carr  defircd 
Dawfon  to  carry  it  to  me  as  the  oqly 
teftimony  he  could  give  of  the  truth  of  bia 
ftory. 

"  After  perufing  it,  I  own  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  Carr  told  me, 
and  (hall  certainly  fupply  thefe  two  poor 
fellows  with  money  fufficient  to  carry  them 
home.  Buchanan's  epiftle  is  fo  charae<- 
teriftic  that  I  had  it  tranfcrtbed,  and  now 
fend  you  the  copy.  As  you  are  no  very 
eothufiaftic  virtuofo*  it  may  poflibly  enter* 
tain  you  as  much  as  any  manufgript  lately 
dug  out  of  ^erpvlanjeum. 

«  There 
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"  There  is  another  compofition  which  I 
fhould  be  very  well  pleafed  to  get  a  fight 
of,  and  that  is  by  no  lefs  a  perfonage  than 
Steele's  fervant,  Dawfon.  He  told  his  matter 
the  other  day,  he  wiflied  to  go  to  Ver- 
failles,  and  being  afked  what  bufincfs  he 
had  there;  he  (aid,  €€  He  had  received 
cc  a  letter  from  Ben  Jackfon,  your  father's 
u  grooot,  defiring  him  to  he  fure  to  fend 
-"  him  a  defcription  nil  about  France  and 
"  Paris  i  and  he  therefore  wished  to  add 
"  a  word  or  two  about  Verfailles,  being 
ct  the  king's  country-houfe."  Steele  whd, 
you  know,  would  fuffer  great  inconveni-, 
ency  himfelf,  rather  than  deprive  any  per- 
fon  depending  upon  him  of  fuch  a  gratifi- 
cation, immediately  affented ;  and  he  tells 
me,  that  Dawfon  has  been  fcribbling  evgr 
fince  his  return.  An  account  of  Paris,  and 
of  the  French  nation,  from  fuch  a  hand, 
muft  of  courfe  be  entertaining.  I  am  forry, 
therefore,  I  cannot  fend  it  you  with  the  in- 
clofcd. 

tl  Adieu,  my  dear  Edward,— Believe  me 
fever  finccrely        Yours,  *  •  *  *  *." 

04 
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Buchanan's  Letter. 

To  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell,  Tobacconiff, 
at  the  Sign  of  the  Highlander,  Cannon- 
gate,  Edinburgh. 

D E  AR  A R CJI Y.  Naples. .  . 

fl  T  Received  your  kind  epiftle,  with  the 
agreeable  news  that  all  our  friends 
in  the  weft  country  are  well.  I  would  have 
acknowledged  the  favour  long  ago,  but 
coqld  not  find  a  private  hand  to  carry  my 
letter.;  for  I  do  not  choofe  to  put  my 
friends  to  the  expence  of  poftage,  and 
therefore  I  make  it  a  rule  never  to  write 
by  the  poll  to  any  but  Grangers. 

•  **  Your  fears  of  my  having  forgot  you 
are  very  ill  founded,  for  although  it  has 
been  my  lot  to  fojourn  many  years  among 

Grangers* 
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Grangers,  yet,  thanks  be  unto  God,  I 
«ever  learned  to  prefer  foreigners  to  my 
own  countrymen :  on  the  contrary  I  do 
feel,  that  I  like  my  old  friends  the  better  in 
proportion  as  I  increafe  my  new  acquaint- 
ance. So  you  fee  there  is  little  danger  of 
my  forgetting  tbem,  and  far  lefs  my  blood 
relations  j  for  furely  blood  is  thicker  than 
water, 

"  As  for  my  mafter,  the  honourable  Mr. 
N  -  ,  he  is  an  exception;  for  he  hat 
been  my  benefador,  and  it  is  impoffible 
for  me  to  be  more  attached  to  the  neareft 
relations  I  have  than  to  him :  he  is  a  kind- 
hearted  and  noble-minded  gentleman  in- 
deed; and  although  he  is  mod  generous  on 
proper  occafions,  he  avoids  thtf  idle  ex- 
pence  of  many  of  his  countrymen,  whofe 
extravagance,  when  they  are  on  their 
tours,  as  they  call  them,  render  them  the 
prey  and  laughing- (lock  of  all  the  countries 
through  which  they  pafa.  And  if  you: 
were  only  to  fee  the  Turns  which  thofe 
though tlefs  young  lads,  who  have  ten  times 
more  money  than  wit  to  guide 'it,  throw 

awaf 
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aw&y  on  nfctefenigg-ttyts*)  while  thaufands 
around  them  are  pinched  for  the  necefikries 
of  life,  it  would  make  the  very  hair  of 
your  head,  my  dear  Archy,  (land  up  like 
the  io$ks  of  Medufa. 

u  Before  we  left  England,  which,  as  I 
■wrote  to  you  at  the  time,  Mr.  N—  was 
fidvifed  to  do  on  account  of  his  health  $  I 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to  go  and 
Brink  g9»t$  whey  *moag  the  healthful  hills 
of  the  Highlands*  where  there  are  neither 
wwgh*,  colds,  aw  {hortqefs  df  bre»th,  and 
wh?re  he  could  have  lived  like  a  king  at  4 
moderate  expeoce*  hut  he  was  prevailed 
Op  to  try  Italy,  prhich  has,  tp  be  fure>  fuo» 
<#ecM  pretty  well }  l?pt  I  am  ft  ill  in  hopes 
that  h£  will  fopa*  tipie  pr  other  make  a  vifit 
tp  Scotland,  for  he  always  fpeak?  with  re* 
fpe#  of  our  foijutry*  whiph  the  igooraat 
a#4  wojthjefs  of  thi?  Jipgliffr  never  do. 

'♦  You  defire  my  opinion  of  Italy  and  its 
inhabitants,  which  I  (hall  now  give  you 
without  prejudice  or  partiality.     The  Ita- 

*  Nigf-»yt*j  pr  bawMts* 
*  trans 


Z  B  L  U  C  O.  '*£ 

1iaas  are  a  moft  ingenious  people.    I  ha«e 
•been  eyen  tempted  to  think  that  there  is 
fomething  favourable  to  ipgenuity  in  the 
very  air  or  foil,  or  fpmething  elfe  belongs 
ing  to  this  happily  fituated  peninfula  of 
Italy,  for  it  became  in  the  firft  place  the 
feat  of  the  etppire  of  the  wprld  by  the 
valour  and  iddrefs  of  its  inhabitants ;  when 
I  fay  the  world,  I  mean  all  but  the  northern 
part  of  Great  Britain,  which  the  Romans 
were  fo  fer  from  fubdumg,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  build  walls  and  ramparts  acrofs 
the  ifland;  firft,  between  the  Firths  of  Forth 
and  Clyde,  and  next,  from  Cariifle  to  New* 
caftle,  Jo  defend  themfeires  from  our  an* 
ceftore  the  Caledonians. 

"  But  when  the  Roman  empire  was 
overturned  by  the  Goths,  Rome  became  the 
feat  of  a  new  kind  of  empire,  and-  that  ib 
the  empire  of  the  Popes.  In  fhort,  the 
inhabitants  of  Italy  firft  fubdued  mankind 
by  open  force;  and  fecondly,  by  impofition 
and  pawkry  *.     And  after  feveral  ages  of 

•  Pawkry,  cunning, 

Gothic 
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Gothic  darknefs,  where  does  the  light  of 
knowledge  firft  dawn  again  ?  Where  do  the 
arts  firft  appear,  and  where  are  they  car- 
ried to  the  greateft  perfection  ?  Why,  in 
this  fame  Italy*  This  looks,  I  fay,  as  if 
there  were  fomething  peculiarly  favourable 
to  ingenuity  in  this  country.  But  what* 
ever  may  be  in  that  notion,  with  all  the 
difadvantages  to  which  they  are  expofetf 
from  »  miferably  bad  government*  the 
prefent  race  of  Italians  certainly  are  a  civif- 
J*&ed,  difcreet,  fober  people,  not  fo  frank 
/as  the  French,  nor  yet  fo  referved  as  the 
Englifh;  but  with  more  fhrewdnefs  of  un- 
j)erftai}ding  perhaps  than  either* 

iC  In  the  formation  of  ftatues  and  graven 
Images  they  are  fuppofed  to  furpafs.all  the 
nations  of  Europe  >  for  in  our  own  coun* 
try,  you  knovvf  this  occupation  was  never 
much  encouraged,  becaufe,  in  the  opinion 
of  feveral  ferions  Chritfians  of  the  Pref- 
bytcrian  perfuafjon,  it  flies  in  the  teeth  of 
$he  fecotwl  cpmmanjiment. 

4<  The  Italians  are  fond  of  mufie  to  an 
*ftonUhin£,  and  even  to"  an  unwarrantably 

degree  j 
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degree  ;  the  number  of  eunuchs  which 
tbey  employ  at  a  great  expence,  is  a  pretty 
•  plain  proof  that  they  fpare  nothing  to  hare 
their  ears  tickled  ;  they  even  oblige  them 
to  fing  in  the  very  churches  ;  yet  furely 
they  might  find  houfes  enough  to  keep  con-* 
certs  in  without  profaning  the  houfe  of 
God.— What  would  you  think)  Archibald, 
of  hearing  a  dozen  of  fiddlers  playing  in 
the  High  Church  of  Edinburgh  before  and 
after  fermon  ori  the  LordV-day  ?  I  am  fure 
it  would  fhock  you,  as  it  did  me,  to  a  very 
great  degree* 

"  Some  people  endeavour  to  defend  this, 
faying,  that  it  aflifts  devotion,  and  a  great 
deal  of  idle  clijh-maclaiver  *  of  the  fame 
kind ;  for  my  part,  I  have  no  good  opinion 
of  that  fort  of  devotion  which  a  parcel  of 
fiddlers  can  affift.  And  people  may  argue 
as  they  'pleafe,  but  affu redly  fiddles  are 
better  contrived  to  promote  dancing  than 
cither  meditation  or  prayer.    At  the  fame 

*  Idle  tittle-tattle.    . 

time 
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timd  it  muft  be  confeffcd,  .  that  Italian 
mufic,  when  pcrforined  in  a  proper  place 
and  on  proper  occafions,  is  very  delightful 
to  hear ;  though  the  beft  of  it  never  thrilled 
through  my  heart  fo  pleafingly  as  the  fweet 
melody  of  fome  of  our  own  tuaes* 

u  Aa  to  the  vulgar  notion,  that  the 
Scot(i(h  mufic  was  invented  by  David 
Rizzto,  the  Italian  fecretary  to  Queen  Maryf 
it  is  contrary  to  biftory,  to  tradition,  and 
to  Common  fenfe ;  for  nothing  requires  a 
greater  degree  of  jWpulafity,  of  Would  b* 
a  ftronger  proof  of  a  man's  being  efteemed 
and  univerfally  admired  in  a  country,  than 
fus  forming  the  national  tafte in  mufic;  but 
l)avy  Rizzio,  poor  creature,  was  univerfally 
hated  during  the-  fhort  time  he  lived  in 
Jutland ;  and  if  any  tunes  had  bfc£n  knowii 
to  be  of  his  interttidtt,  that  cfrcuibftancd 
alone  would  have  been  fufficient  to  prevent 
their  ever  being  fuftg  dr  played  in  that 
Country. 

#l  You  inqulrte  alfo  concerting  the  city 

of  Naples  compared  with  other  places :  —I 

will  only  fay  itt  a  few  words,  that  it  is  a 

2  large 


2  E  L  U  C  C.  aaj 

krge  and  populous  town,  plcafingly  fitu- 
ated  ia  the  view  of  a  fpacious  bay,  little 
inferior  in  beauty  to  Loch  Lomond  itfelf. 
The  houfes  are  built  of  free  (tone,  feveral 
ftories  high,  fo  that  it  has  a  more  lofty  ap- 
pearance than  London,  but  not  quite  Jo 
fublime  as  Edinburgh. 

"  But  it  is  not  in  the  appearance  of  the. 
fields,  or  of  the  cities,  nor  in  the  Cuftomt 
or  genius  of  the  inhabitants,  that  the  coita-* 
try  where  you  refide  has  the  great  advan- 
tage over  this  lariA  of  djurkneft,  but  in  the 
important  article  of  religion;  which  here 
confifts  almoft  entirely  of  external  {how  and 
getrgawry,  of  bowings  courtefies,  and 
various  gefticulations,  of  fantaftical  dreffes* 
proceflions,  and  other  idle  ceremonials* 
which  ate  in  no  Way  connected  with  true 
piety,  and  altogether  oppefite  to  the  fim- 
plicity  of  the  gofpel,  which  you,  my  dear 
friend*  enjoy  the  iaeftimable  privilege  of 
hearing  preached  ia  its  native  purity  and 
truth*— As  for  your  high  dignified  clergy, 
their  lordfhips,  and  their  eminencies,  and 
bis  holinefs  hhnfeH».I  have  heard  fome  of 

them 
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them  perform,  and  if  J  may  judge  of  the 
reft  by  thofe  I  have  heard,  they  are  mere 
pigmies  upon  pedeftals,  compared  with  the 
preachers  you  have  an  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing every  Lord's- day. 

4t  Having  now  briefly  touched  upon 
mod  of  the  points  you  mention  in  your 
Jaft  letter,  I  muft  recommend  the  bearer  to 
your  friendly  offices ;  his  name  is  Andrew 
Carrj  of  the  Carrs  of  the  South,  his  fa- 
ther being  a  fhoemaker  in  Selkirk j  he 
came  to  this  country  in  the  fervice  of  an 
Epglifh -gentleman,  whom  he  was  obliged 
to  quit  through  the  malice  of  the  valet  de 
ohatnbre,  who,  taking  advantage  of  the 
young  man  a  being  overtaken  with  liquor 
on  the  lad  St.  Andrew's  day,  turned  him 
off,  on  the  pretext  of  his  being  an  habitual 
drunkard. 

iC  He  remained  however  at  Naples,  in 
expectation  of  being  taken  into  the  fervice 
of  fome  other  Englifti  gentleman,  and  being 
young,  thoughtlcfs,  and  of  a  canty*  turn: 

♦  Cheerful, 

.   ,  '  of 
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©f  mind,  he  lived  for  ib.me  tijne.very  idly. 
When  any  of  the  Englifli  fervapt*  were  al- 
lowed a  day  of  pleafuring,  as  they  call  it, 
Andrew  Was  Aire  to  be  of  the  party j  and 
at  this  rate,  all  the  money  he  received  from 
his  late  matter  would .  foon  have  been  caft 
at  the  cods*  :-*-but  in  the  midft-of  this*  he 
received  a  letter  from  his  mother*  at  Selkirk* 
informing  him  of  his  father's  death,  by 
which  (he  and  his  fitter  were  reduced  to 
great  poverty  and  dtftrefs.  This  news  made 
a  mod  laudable  alteration  in  the  condud  of 
Carr ;  he  (hunned  all  thofe  parties  of  which 
he  had  formerly  been  fo  fond.  And  when 
our  Dick  prefled  him  very  much,  faying, 
41  You  ufed  to  be  as  fond  of  mirth  and 
good  wine  as*  your  neighbours  5"  Andrew 
(hook  his  head,  and  replied,  <(  Gif  I  drink 
wine,  Richard,  my  mother  and  fitter  mutt 
drink  water  j"  and  the  very  next  day  he 
called  on  me  with  forty  dollars,  which  he 
deficed  me  to  pay  to  Mr.  N  ■■  *s  Banker, 
for  an  order  oh  a  houfe  at  Edinburgh,  to 

*  Thrown  away. 
Vol.  II.  P  remit 


%%6  Z  E  L  U  C  O.    , 

remit  the  value  to  his  mother.  Mr.  N-  »  ■ 
was  fo  much  pleafed  when  he  heard  of  this, 
that  he  doubled  the  remittance  to  Cacr's 
mother,  and  alfo  furbiihed  him  with  money 
fufficicnt  to  defray  the  expence  of  his 
journey  through  France  to  Edinburgh, 
where,  by  my  advice,  he  intends  to 
eftablith  himfelf  as  a  dancing-mafter,  -be- 
ing  one  of  the  bed  dancers  of  an  Eogliflt 
hornpipe,  a  Scottish  jigg,  or  a  ftrathfpey, 
that  I  ever  faw.  It  is  a  thoufand  pities 
that  he  continued  fo  long  at  the  flaoc* 
making  trade,  becaufe  the  conftant  ftoop- 
ing  has  given  a  roundnefs  to  his  back  and 
(boulders  which  hurts  his  air  a  litde  in 
dancing  of  a  minuet ;  but  he  is  to  remain 
three  weeks  or  a  month  at  Paris  to  im- 
prove  himfelf,  which  will  remove  that  im- 
pediment- 

"  I  defire,  that  you  will  put  my  name* 
fake,  little  Geordy,  to  Mr.  Carr's  fchool, 
and  I  beg  that  you  will  alfift  him  by  your 
recommendation. 

<c  I  fend  by  Mr.  Carr  two  tortoife-feeli 

fnuflF-boxes,  one  for  you,  and  the  other 

13  for 
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for  Mr.  Mackintofh  ;  they  are  in  the  Nea- 
politan tafte,  only  inftead  of  their  ufuat 
ornaments,  I  caufed  the  maker  to  inlay 
the  firft  with  a  golden  thiftle,  with  the  in- 
fcription,  Nemo  me  impune  lacefjit ;  and  the 
other,  with  a  cat  rampant,  which  is  the 
creft  of  the  Mackintofhes,  and  the  motto, 
Touch  not  the  cat  bot*  a  glove*  I  hope'  you 
will  accept  of  them  as  fmall  tokens  of  my 
friendfhip  to  you  both.  I  fend  alfo  a  blue 
velvet  bonnet  as  a  new  year's  gift  to  little 
Geordy.  I  muft  now  end  this  long  letter, 
begging  to  be  refpe&fully  remembered  to 
the  laird  of  Clairvoky  and  his  lady,  to 
Mr.  He&or  Monro,  and  his  coufin  iEneas* 
to  black  Colin  Campbell,  and  blind  Saun- 
ders, and  to  all  inquiring  friends  on  the  ' 
water  of  Enrick ;  and  fo  my  dear  Archy* 
I  remain  your  affe&ionate  coufin, 

George  Buchahan." 

•  Without* 


P  a 
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CHAP.    LXXllt. 
Dawfcris  Litter; 

ALTHOUGH  the  Baronet  could  not 
with  propriety  get  a  fight  of  the  let- 
ter which  Dawfon  had  been  fo  long  and  fo 
carefully  compofing  for  the  benefit  of  his 
friend  Ben  Jackfon,  we  have  had  the  good 
fortune  to  procure  a  copy,  faithfully  taken 
from  the  original ;  which  is  here  inferted 
as  a  companion  to  the  foregoing. 

A  Monfeer, 

Monfeer  Benjamin  Jackson,  che  U 

Count  de    ■  ■     ■        , 

»    *■  ■  Shire* 
Erigliterr. 

Dear  Ben, 
Having  received  yours  per  couffe,  this 
ferves  to  let  you  know,  that  I  am  well  and 
hearty*  and  fo  is  Sir  —• ~  j  but  as  for  Mr* 

Steele, 
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Steele,  he  had  a , fall  from  his  horfe  in  taking 
a  very  eafy  leap,  which  hurt  him  a  little,  but 
Ije  is  growing  better,  thank  God,  for  he  is 
as  good  4  foul  and  as  generous  to  fervants 
as  any  alive : — it  was  ?ill  the  horfe's  fault, 
that  I  mud  fay  in  juftice  to  Mr.  Steele,  who 
put  more  truft  in  this  lazy  toad  than  he  de- 
fervjed  j  being  deceived  by  the  owner,  who 
pretended  he  was  a  very  good  Reaper.  No^r 
to  fay  the  truth,  I  have  not  feen  many,  tole- 
rable horfes  fit  for  hunting  in  all  this  town; 
and  as  for  the  women,  about  which. your, 
flfter  Befs  makes  inquiry,  they  are  all  for: 
the  mod  part  painted,  at  lead  their  faces: 
then  for  the  reft,  they  hardly  ever  nick, 
their  tails,  I  mean  df  the  horfejB,  for  Eng- 
land is  the  only  country  for  horfes  and 
women.     I  do  not  believe  that  all  Paris, 
can  produce  the  like  of  Eclipfe,  and  your 
fifter  Befs. 

Since  you  and  your  fifter  Befs  defire  it,. 
I  {hall  now  write  to  you  a  little  about  the 
defcription  of  this  here  town  and  country.* 
In  my  own  private  opinion,  Paris  1s  but  a 
tirefome  town  to  live  in,  for  there  is  none 
P3  of 
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of  the  common  neceffaries  of  life,  m  porter 
or  good  ale ;  and  as  for  their  beef  they  boil 
it  to  rags,    Wine  to  be  fure  is  cheaper  here,^ 
but  not  fo  ftrong  and  genuine  as  in  London. 

I  have  been  at  the  French  King's  palace, 
which  they  call  Verfailles  in  their  lan- 
guage ;  it  is  out  of  town,  the  fame  as  Rew 
dr  Wiqdfor  is  with  our  king.  I  went  firft 
atod  foremoft  to  fee  the  (tables,  which  to  be 
fure  is  very  grand,  and  there  they  have 
fome  very  good  looking  horfes,  efpecially 
Eoglifh  hunters :  it  grieved  me  to  fee  fa 
many  of  our  own  beft  fubje&s  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  our  lawful  enemy,  which  to  be  fure 
the  French  King  is. 

We  little  think  how  many  of  our  fellow-* 
creatures  are  feduced  from  England  to  dif- 
tant  countries,  and  expofed  to  the  worft  of 
ufagc,  from  both  the  French  and  Spaniards  i 
for  none  of  them  know  how  an  Englifli 
Jiorfe  ought  to  be  treated. 

When  I  was  at  Verfailles,  I  faw  the  Dow- 
finefs,  which  is  all  the  fame  as  the  Prince 
of  Wales's  wife  with  us;  (he  is  one  of  the 
pretiieft  women  1  have  feen  in  France,  be- 
ing 
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iog  very  fair  and  blooming,  and  more  like . 
an  Engltfh  woman  than  a  French,  and  not 
unlike  your  filter  Befs,  only  her  drefs  waft 
different; 

She  rides  like  the  ladies  in  England,  with 
both  her  legs  oq  the  fame  fide  of  the  horfe, 
whereas  I  have  fecn  many  women  fince  I 
caqie  abroad  ride  on  horfeback  like  men, 
which  I  think  a  bad  contrivance,  and  I  am. 
furprifed  their  hufbands  permit  it.  But  I 
am  told  tfie  women  here  do  whatever  they 
pleafe,  for  all  over  France  4<  the  grey  mare 
is  the  better  horfe/'  Yet  what  coqtradi&a 
this,  and  which  I  cannot  account  for,  is 
what  I  heard  my  Lord  D— — ~'s  butler  tell 
yefterdays  which  is  this,  that  by  a  law 
which  he  mentioned,  but  I  have  forgot  its 
name,  though  it  founded  fomething  like  a 
leek— By  that  there  law,  he  faid,  that  no 
woman  can  be  king  in  France ;  .that  is,  he 
did  not  mean  by  way  of  a  "bull,  for  he  is 
of  EngHfti  parentage,  born  at  Kilkenny, 
but  he  meant  that  no  woman  can  ever 
be  queen  in  France,  as  our  women  in 
England  are.  As  for  inftance,  fcppofe  the 
P  4  king 
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king  his  no  fons,  bat  only  a  daughter,  theo 
when  the  king  dies,  this  here  daughter* 
according  to  that  there  law,  cannot  be  made 
queen,  but  the  next  near  relation,  provided 
he  is  a  man,  is  made  king,  and  not  the  laft 
king's  daughter,  which  to  be  Aire  is  very 
unjuft.  But  you  will  fay,  can  there  be  no- 
queen  in  France  then  ?  Yes,  whoever  the 
king  marries  is  queen  :  and  as  long  as  her 
hufband  lives  (he  may  govern  him,  and 
rule  the  nation  as  much  as  (he  pleafes ;  but 
when  he  dies,  fhe  is  not  permitted  to  rule 
any  longer,  except  the  ne$t  king  pleafes. 

Now  this  {hews,  and  you  may  tell  your 
filler  Befs  fo,  that  in  fpite  of  all  the  coax-- 
ing  and  courting  which  the  French  ufe  to 
the  women,  yet  they  ajre  falfe-hearted  to-, 
wards  them  at  the  bottom,  and  do  not  re* 
fpe&  them  fo  much  as  to  the  main1  point, 
as  we  Englifh  does ;  and  yet  one  of  thofe 
d-  ■  d  Parlivoos  will  go  farther  with  fome 
women  in  a  day,  than  an  Englifhman  in  a 
month—* all  owing  to  their  impudence;  for  ( 
a  common  man  has  as  much  impudence  in 
France  a«  a  man-midwife  has  in  England, 
«  By 
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3y  thebyq,  Ben,  I  wonder  you  allow  Tour- 
nelle,  my  Lord's  French  fervant,  to  be  fo 
much  with  your  fitter  Befe  ;  he  pretends  to 
teach  her  the  French  cortillong,  but  who 
knows  what  fort  of  cortillong*  he  Aiay  try 
to  teach  her;  in  my  own  opinion,  old 
John  Lancafhere  could  teach  her  dancing 
as  well,  and  xhis  would  be  more  decent 
for  the  reputation  of  her  vertue ;  but  you 
need  not  (hew  this  part  of  my  letter  to  Befe, 
but  make  your  own  ufe  of  it. 

I  have  feen  the  French  horfe  guards 
which  they  call  Jangdarms ;  the  men  are 
f mart- looking  young  fellows  enough,  but 
the  horfes  are  poor  waflxy  things  in  compa* 
ftfbn  of  our  dragoons. 

The  Swifs  guards  are  ftout  men,  clothed 
in  fcarlet,  the  fame  as  our  foldiers ;  but  they 
have  mouftaches  on  their  lips  like  the  rat- 
catcher in  St.  Giles's. 

The  French  foot  guards  are  drefled  in 
blue,  and  all  the  marching  regiments  in 
white,  which  has  a  very  foolifh  appearance 

for  foldiers j  and  as  for  blue  regimentals, 

•  * 
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it  b  only  fit  for  the  blue  horfc  or  the  artil- 
lery. 

I  believe  the  French  army  would  have 
no  great  chance  with  our  troops  in  a  fair 
battle  upon  plain  ground  It  U  hicky  foe 
the  Mounfeers*  that  there  is  no  road  by 
land  between  Dover  and  Calais  ;  but  as  it 
is,  I  wonder  the  king  does  roc  fend  Jotne. 
regiments  by  fea.to  take  Paris,  which  could 
make  no  great  refiftance  $  for  there  is  no 
walls  round  the  town,  and  there  would  be 
a  good  deal  of  plunder. 

But  after  all,  I  like  Paris  better  than 
Naples,  though  it  is  fo  near  Mount  Ve* 
fuvius,  which  all  Grangers  go  to  fee,  the 
fame  as  they  do  St.  Paul's,  the  Monument, 
and  lions  in  the  Tower  of  London ;  it  is 
to  be  fure  continually  fmoking  and  throw- 
ing out  fiery  attics  and  other  combuftibles, 
fuch  as  none  of  our  Engliih  mountains 
does.    I  went  one  night  to  the  top  of  it 

with  Mr.  N 's  valet  Buchanan,  and 

one  Dun<j|n  Targe,  another  Scotchman}, 
I  thought,!  fhould  have  been  choked  with 

the 
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Ac  fmake  and  fulphurous  fmell.  But  as 
for  Buchanai>  and  Targe,  it  gave  them  no 
difturbance ;  the  reafon  of  which  I  take  to 
bfe,  that  the  Scotch  are  accuftbmed  from 
their  infancy  to  brimftone  and  bad  fmellg 
in  their  own  country.  I  do  not  fay  this 
by  way  of  difparagement  to  theiti  two, 
who  are  not  bad  kind  of  men — only  a  little- 
proud  ;  but  of  the  Scotch  in  genera),  who 
in  my  opinion  ought  to  be  rcftrained  by 
aflt  of  parliament  to  their  own  country, 
otherwise  I  do  btHeve,  in  my  confeience, 
fooner  or  later,  rfiey  will  eat  up  Old  Eng- 
land. 

I  have  fent  uhto  yoti,  by  the  bearer,  a 
pappy  mafliee  tobacco  box,  and  a  dozen 
pair  of  gloves,  for  your  lifter  Befs,  who 
will  alfo  deliver  to  you  this  letter,  which  I 
have  taken  three  days  in  writing,  to  ob- 
lige you  and  Befs  ;  and  I  durft  not  write  by 
the  poft,  fpr  if  the  French  found  this  let- 
ter, they  would  take  me  up  for  a  fpy,  and 
(hut  me  up  in  the  Baftile  duri»g  my  life; 
»nd  in  England  I  am  told  ajl  foreign  let- 
ters 
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ten  are  opened  by  the  miniftry,  ia  which 
cafe  this  might  bring  you  into  trouble,  be- 
caufe  of  the  box  and  gloves,  which  being 
counterbadd  againft  the  a£t  of  parliament, 
the  king  would  be  enraged  if  he  knew  of 
fuch  a  thing,  which  (lands  to  reafon,  all 
fmuggled  goods  being  fo  much  money  out 
of  his  pocket. — All  from,  dear  Ben,  with 
jny  kind  love  to  your  fitter  Befs, 

Your  Servant  to  command, 

Thomas  Dawson* 
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CHAP-    LX&V. 

A  Letter  from  the  Baronet  to  the  Honourabk 
Mr.  iV-r— . 

A  FEW  pofts  after  the  arrival  of  this 
packet,  Mr.  N received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  his  uncle :  * 

MY  DEAR  EDWARD,  Paris. 

I  will  now  give  you  a  little  more  of  Cart 
the  Scot,  and  the  Englifh  feaman. — In  con- 
fequence  of  Dawfon's  having  mentioned  to 
his  matter,  that  the  latter  feemed  fickly, 
and  was  but  very  indifferently  accommo- 
dated in  lodgings,  Steele  had  the  humanity 
to  do  what  I  ought  to  have  done,  but 
which  I  confefs  I  negle&ed.  He  fent  a 
phyfician  to  vifit  him,  who  having  given  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  the  young  EngHfhmaa 
required  nothing  but  reft  and  proper  diet 
to  re-eftablifh  his  health,  Mr.  Steele  then 
fent  for  the  landlord  of  the  houfe 'where 

Carr 
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Carr  and  he  were  quartered,  defiring  that 
he  would  immediately  give'  them  a  more 
convenient  apartment,  and  let  the  young 
man  have  that  particular  diet  which  the 
dodor  recommended  ;  for  all  which  he  in- 
demnified  the  man  by  an  immediate  ad- 
vance of  money,  and  fent  a-  meflage  to  the 
failor,  that  he  withed  to  fee  him  as  foon  as 
he  could  eafily  walk  to  the  hotel,  which 
was  at  no  great  diftance  from  theif  inn* 

Carr  and  Warren  came  together  two 
day*  after  receiving  this  meflage ;  the  latter 
is  a-  well-looking  man,  of  about  twenty- 
three  or  twenty-four  years  of  age ;  he  ap- 
peared emaciated,  but  is  naturally  of  a  flout 
oonflitution,  and  mends  daily.  He  was 
defired  to  fit  down,  and  he  gave  a  (hart  ac- 
count of  his  difafters  and  long  iefidence  in 
Perfia,  in  a  modeft  and  fenfible  manner* 
'  But  1  leave  you  to  imagine  our  furprrfe 
and  pleafure,  when  in  the  courfe  of  the 
converfation  we  difcovered  that  this  faitor 
is  brother  to  Lady  Elizabeth's  young  friend 
Mifs  Warren ;  the  fame  who  went  in  a 
frigate  at  a  midfliipman  to  theEaft  Indira 

the 
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the-year  before  her  father's  death,  and  was 
foppofed  to  have  been  loft  in  the  paflage,  aa 
neither  the  veflel  nor  any  of  the  crew  were 
afterwards  heard  of.  You  muft  remember 
Lady  Elizabeth's  relating  thofe  circumftan* 
ces  to  you  and  to  me  at  N—  Houfe,  one 
day  after  Mifs  Warren  left  the  room,  which 
{he  did  on  your  mentioning  an  Eaft  India 
(hip's  having  ftruck  on  a  bank  in  going  out 
of  the  Channel  ;  and  your  aunt  at  the 
fame  time  begged  of  you  to  be  guarded  in 
your  difcour fe  in  that  young  lady's  com-' 
pany,  as*  every  hint  relative  to  naval  en-* 
gagements  or  (hipwrecks  was,  apt  to  roufr 
within  her  mind  the  painful  recollf&ion  of 
her  own  family  misfortunes.  I  will  not 
attempt  to  defcribe  young  Warren's  joy,  on 
my  informing  htm  that  I* was  acquainted 
with  his  fifter,  and  that  fixe  was  well  aoc^ 
hippily  fituated;  nor  how  fuddenly  that 
joy  was  checked,  when  he  inquired  about, 
his  father.  t  anfwered, "  I  had  heard  no* 
thing  of  him  very  lately;"  but  the  youth 
had  obfervcd,  that  Steele  made  a  fuddeh  in- 
voluntary movement  at  the  queftiou,  and 

he 
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he  faw  me  look  fdrroyvful  when  I  made  the 
anfwer.  "  Alas,"  cried  he,  wringing  his 
hands,  "  my  father  is  dead — I  (hall  never 
fee  him  more."  We  were  filenti  which 
rendered  his  fufpicionft  certainty.  The 
young  man  then  burft  into  tears :  after  al- 
lowing them  to  flow  for  fbme  time  in 
filence,  I  told  him  that  his  father  had  died 
in  battle,  exerting  himfelf  gallantly  in  the 
caufe  of  his  country*.  The  (atisfadion  which 
this  communicated  was  viable  through  his 
tears ;  he  made  me  repeat  all  the  circum- 
ftances  I  knew,  again  and  again.  I  (hall 
feever  forget  the  emotion  and  ardour  which 
appeared  in  the  youth's  countenance  while 
he  liftened. — u  My  father,"  cried  he  with 
exultation, lc  was  a  brave  officer/1-— "  That 
he  was/'  faid  L  "  I  had  the  honour  of 
knowing  him;  his  behaviour  during  the 
adion  in  which  he  fell  was  praifed,  and  his 
death  regretted  by  the  whole  fleet. "  The 
young  man  continued  to  ihed  tears. 

Steele  is  a  worthy  fellow— I  like  him  more 
and  more $  he  took  hold  of  Warren's  hand, 
and  was  going  to  fay  fomething  confolatory 

to 
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to  him,  but  his  voice  failing  he  alio  burft  in- 
to tears,  and  he  only  could  utter  the  words 
damn  it %  while  hehaftily  rubbed  his  eyes*  in 
a  kind  of  indignation,  at  finding  himfelf 
crying.  I  faid  every  thing  that  I  imagine^ 
could  footh  young  Warren ;— «we  ordered 
an  apartment  for  him  at  our  hotel ;— poor 
Carr  was  exceedingly  hippy ;  he  faid  he 
had  always  fufpe&ed  that  Mr,  Warren  was 
of  genteel  parentage,  and  even  attempted 
to  make  an  apology  for  feme  parts  of  his 
own  behaviour  which  he  thought  had  been 
too  familiar.  You  may  eafily  conceive  how 
this  was  received  by  one  of  Warren's  fenfibi- 
lity;  he  (hook  him  by  the  hand,  called  him 
his  benefactor,  and  faid  he  would  never 
forget  what  he  owed  to  him.  Carr,  how- 
ever, declared  he  knew  what  belonged  to  a 
gentleman  and  the  fon  of  an  officer,  and 
only  defired  leave  to  continue  to  attend 
him  in  the  quality  of  a  fervant  till  his  ar- 
%  rival  in  England ;  and  notwithftanding  all 
Warren  could  urge,  he  would  remain  with 
him  on  no  other  conditions* 

Vol.  II.  CL  I  have 
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.  I  have  prevailed  on  this  young  man  to 
accept  of  my  credit  for  what  is  immediate- 
ly neceffary  for  his  decent  equipment.  All 
his  misfortunes  have  not  damped  his  fond- 
nefs  for  his  profcffion.  He  has  no  views 
nor  hopes  independent  of  it ;  and  his  mod 
ardent  wifh,  after  feeing  his  fitter,  is  to  re- 
turn to  his  duty,  in  the  hopes  of  promotion 
as  an  officer.  Steele  is  wonderfully  at- 
tached to  him,  and  Warren  feems  to  have 
the  warmeft  efteem  and  moft  grateful  affec- 
tion for  Steele,  who  is  now  fo  well  that 
we  think  of  leaving  this  in  a  few  days  j 
and  my  next  letter,  I  hope,  will  be  dated 

from  N Houfe.    God  blefs  you,  my 

dear  Edward  ! 
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CHAP.    LXXV. 

A  fecond  Letter  from  the  Baronet  to  the 
Honourable  Mr.  N« 


'TTWO  or  three  weeks  after  this,    Mr. 

N received  another  letter  from 

his  uncle,  of  which  what  follows  is  an  ex- 
trad: 


"  Our  reception  at  N Houfe  was 

xnoft  joyful ;  Steele's  mother  and  his  uncle 
Transfer  were  both  there  when  we  arrived. 
The  former  flew  with  impatience  into  her 
fon's  arms  before  he  had  finifhed  his  com- 
pliments to  your  father  and  Lady  Eliza- 
beth. Transfer  affined  Steele,  as  he  fhook 
him  by  the  hand,  that  he  was  not  fo  happy 
even  at  the  peace,  although  he  had  then 
gained  fix  thoufand  pounds  by  the  rife  of 
ftock.  While  the  mother,  uncle,  and  ne- 
phew were  entertaining  each  other,  I  pre- 
Q  «  fented 
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fented  young  Warren  to  his  fiftcr.  The  ten* 
dernefs  of  this  fcene  exceeds  my  power  of 
defcription ;  your  father  was  moved  evea 
to  tears,  while  Lady  Elizabeth  beheld  it 
with  a  fmile  of  ferene  fatisfa&ion.  I  da 
not  know  how  to  account  for  this,  for  who 
is  more  alive  to  the  feelings  of  humanity 
than  her  Ladyfhip  ?  Perhaps  (he  had  anti- 
cipated the  meeting  in  her  imagination : 
fo  that  when  it  a&ually  took  place,  nothing 
happened  but  what  fhe  had  forefeen; 
whereas  your  father  was  taken  by  furprife, 
or  perhaps  Lady  Elizabeth's  attention  to 
fupport  her  youny  friend  during  this  pa- 
thetic interview  prevented  her  from  being 
fo  much  affeded  herfelf  as  fhe  would  other* 
wife  have  been. 

"  Young  Warren  behaved  with  great  pro- 
priety, for  his  behaviour  was  natural.  His 
firft  expreffions  were  ihofe  of  the  moft  af- 
fectionate tendernefs  for  his  fifter ;  his  next, 
of  gratitude  to  Lady  Elizabeth  and  your 
father,  for  the  parental  kindnefs  they  had 
fliewn  to  his  orphan  fitter;  the  mention  of 
which  brought   the    recolle&ion   of  their 

own 
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p  own  father  into  the  minds  of  both.     The 

of  fine  countenance  of  Mifs  Warren,  bathed 

9  iti  tears,  fell  upon  her  brother's  fhoulder, 

ji  while  he,  greatly  agitated,  v*  as  fcarcely  able 

\)  te  Tuftsin  her  and  himfelf. 

tf  "In  this    attitude  they  continued  for 

J  fome  time  in  tbe  midft  <?f  a  group  too  much 

afFe&ed  to  give  them  any  interruption, 

"  Mifs  Warren  feeming  to  recover  herfelf, 
and  attempting  to  apologize  to  the  com^ 
pany,  Lady  Elizabeth  took  her  by  thp  hand, 
and  faid,  <c  I  beg  you  will  come  with  me, 
my  dear,  I  have  fomething  to  fay  toyou.i? 
Then  fuppouting  Mifs  Warren  with  one 
hand,  and  drawing  her  brother  after  her 
with  the  other,  fhe  conduced  both  into 
another  room. <c  You  muft  have  many  things 
to  communicate  in  which  you  will  be  un- 
der reftraint  from  the  prefence  of  even  your 
beft  friends."  So  faying,  fhe  left  them  to-> 
gether,  and  returned  to  the  company. 

c<  Mrs.  Steele   was  inclined  to.  have  a 

tete-a-t£te  with  her  fon  ;  but  Transfer,  who 

pbferved  her  drawing  him  "apart,  oppofed 

<U  it, 
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it,  unJefs  he  were  admitted  of  the  party ;  he 
fwore  he  loved  his  nephew  as  well  as  bis 
filler  could  love  her  fori,  and  he  had  no 
notion  of  allowing  him  to  be  feduccd  from 
him  on  the  very  day  of  his  arrival. 

"  After  Warren  and  his  filler  had  been 
together  about  an  hour,  he  called  in  Carr, 
whom  the  young  lady  was  moft  defirous 
of  feeing.  She  feems  almoft  in  love  with 
this  fellow  ever  fince  ber  brother  inform- 
ed her  of  Carr's  behaviour  to  him ;  and 
refpe&s  ,him  fo  much  for  the  goodnefs  of 
his  heart,  that  fhe  cannot  bear  to  hear 
him  turned  into  ridicule  on  any  account. 

"  I  read  Buchanan's  letter  the  other 
day  to  your  father  and  Lady  Elizabeth.  We 
laughed  a  little  at  an  expreffion  in  it  con* 
cerning  Carr's  air  in  dancing  a  minuet. 
Mifs  Warren  did  not  quite  relifh  the  jeft, 
I  do  in  my  confeience  believe  that  had  a 
man,  with  the  face  and  perfon  of  the  Bel- 
videre  Apollo,  negle&ed  her  brother  in  his 
diftrefs,  no  future  attention  to  herfelf  could 
have  made  this  young  Lady  refped  him  fa 
much  as  fhe  does  this  poor  fellow. 

<c  The 
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"  TheenthufiafticaffedtionofMifs  War- 
ren for  her  brother  bodes  well  for  our  friend 
Steele,  who  is  her  paffionate  admirer  as 
touch  as  ever;  and  if  I  am  not  greatly  mif- 
taken,  the  Lady  views  him  already  in  a  dif- 
ferent light  from  what  fhe  did  before  he 
went  abroad.  I  am  fo  much  convinced  of 
this,  that  I  have  ventured  to  give  Steele 
fome  encouraging  hints  to  that  purpofe. 
Your  father  alfo  wifhes  him  to  renew  his 
addreflfes,  and  I  am  certain  that  Steele's 
heart  prompts  him  to  the  fame;  his  natural 
diffidence,  however,  joined  to  the  abhor- 
rence he  has  for  importuning  any  body, 
have  hitherto  reftrained  him ;  he  derives 
little  encouragement  from  Mifs  Warren's 
affable  behaviour  to  him,  which  he  entirely 
imputes  to  complaifance  for  her  brother, 
whofe  friendfliip  for  Steele  increafes  daily. 
But  in  my  opinion,  independent  of  all  con- 
fideration  of  her  brother,  the  damfel  herfelf 
now  views  honeft  Steele  with  other  eyes 
than  fhe  did  formerly.  Indeed  both  your 
father  and  Lady  Elizabeth  declare  that  he 
is  improved  in  many  refpe&s  by  his  travels. 
Q^4  Poffibly 
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Poffibly  you  may  lay  claim  to  part  of  the 
honour  of  this,  for  I  believe  you  were  his 
only  amid j  voyage.  Adieu,  my.  dear  Edward. 
I  rejoice  in  the  accounts  o£  your  continued 
good  health,  and  hope  you  will  ftay  no 
longer  abroad  than  the  time  requifitc  for 
confirming  it,  fo  that  you  may  never  again 
need  to  quit  Old  Englarid  on  that  accoqnt.'1 
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CHAP.    LXXVI. 

•Prudent  Condufi  qfLapra. 

T  T  is  now  full  time  to  return  to  Laura, 
from  whom  the  reader  may  perhaps 
think  we  have  been  abfent  too  long.  When 
we  left  her,  fhe  had  prevailed  on  Signora 
Sporza  to  write  to  Carloftein,  and  had  feen 
his  anfwer,  wherein  he  gave  affurances  not 
to  give  the  leaft  hint  to  his  friend  Captain 
Seidlits  of  the  ill  footing  on  which  Zeluco 
and  his  fitter  were.  After  the  difcovery 
made  by  the  maid  to  Signora  Sporza,  it  was 
no  longer  in  Laura's  power  to  adhere  to 
the  plan  flie  had  formed,  by  avoiding  con- 
verfations  with  Signora  Sporza  on  a  topic 
which  (he  introduced  as  often  as  they  were 
together  by  themfelves.  And  in  the  courfe 
of  thofe  conventions  Signora  Sporza  made 
no  fcruple  of  giving  it  as  her  opinion,  that 
£<aura  ought  not  to  fubmit  to  the  caprices 

and 
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and  ill-humour  of  a  man  fhe  did  not  love, 
and  whocq  it  w*s  impoffible  (he  ever  fhould ; 
one,  whofe  love  for  her  was  already  ex- 
haufted,  and  which,  if  it  fhould  ever  re- 
turn, muft,  now  that  his  true  chara&er 
had  developed  itfelf,  prove  a  curfe,  not  a 
bleffing  to  his  wife :  the  beft  meafure 
which  Laura  could  adopt  therefore,  wa6,  to 
inform  her  mother  and  brother  of  the  true 
ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  to  feparate,  on  the  beft 
terms  they  could  procure,  from  her  hufband 
for  ever. 

Nothing  was  more  earneftly  defired  by 
Laura  than  a  feparation  upon  any  terma 
from  Zeluco ;  but  as  this  could  not  be  done 
without  informing  her  mother  of  the  roifery 
of  her  fituation,  (he  could  pot  bear  to  give 
a  parent,  for  whom  fhe  felt  the  mod  tender 
affe£tion,  the  remorfe  of  thinking  that  Jhe 
,bad  been  the  moil  a&ive  caufe  of  her  child's 
mifery.  She  was  alfo  afraid  of  her  brother, 
whom  fhe  knew  to  be  of  a  temper  to  call 
her  hufband  to  a  feyere  account  for  his  con- 
dudt  towards  her,  the  conferences  of  which 
in  every  point  of  view  appeared  to  her 

dreadful j 
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dreadful ;  a  third  consideration,  it  is  pro* 
table*  had  fome  weight  with  her— (he  had 
reafon  to  believe  (he  was  with  child. 

Laura,  therefore,  infifted  firmly  with 
Signora  Sporza  to  be  allowed  to  judge  for 
herfelf  in  this  particular,  and  convinced 
her  that,  fhe  fhould  be  highly  offended 
if  Signora  Sporza  gave  the  leaft  hint 
of  the  terms  on  which  fhe  was  with  her 
hufband  to  her  brother,  or  any  other 
perfon. 

.  Notwithftanding  the  precautions  which 
Laura  took  to  keep  her  mother  from  the 
knowledge  of  what  would  give  her  too 
much  uneafinefs,  if  that  lady  had  not  been 
A  little  dazzled  by  the  glitter  of  magnifi- 
cence which  appeared  in  the  equipages  and 
domeftic  eftablifhment  of  Zeluco,  and  flat* 
tered  by  his  fpecious  behavipur  to  herfelf, 
fhe  would  have  difcovered  that  her  daugh* 
ter  was  unhappy.  With  regard  to  Captain 
Seidlits,  he  thought  his  fitter  fo  very 
amiable  in  all  refpe&s,  that  it  never  enter- 
ed into  khis  mind  that  the  man  who  pof« 
felled  her,  and  who  could  frave  no  motive    » 

but 
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but  love  for  his  original  attachment  to  hert 
did  not  think  himfelf  happy  in  the  acquifi- 
tion  ;  and  although  it  fometimes  occurred 
to  him,  from  the  penfive  and  melancholy 
air  of  his  fifter,  that  (he  might  not  be  fo  very 
fond  of,  her  hufband  as  could  be  wiihed,  he 
con  fide  red  that  as  a  misfortune  which  (lie 
had  in  common  with  many  women,  and  for 
which  there  was  no  remedy;  and  he  turned 
his  thoughts  from  it  as  from  an  idea  which 
if  indulged  could  only  plague  himfelf,  with-* 
out  being  of  fervice  to  his  filler. 

It  has  been  already  remarked,  that  the 
many  fine  qualities  and  accomplishments 
which  Laura  poffefled,  and  which  would  have 
fixed  the  efteem  and  affe&ion  of  a  man 
of  worth  and  fentiment,  had  little  attrac- 
tion for  the  jaded  fenfes  and  corrupt  tafte* 
of  Zcluco,  who  fought  in  venal  beauty 
and  in  variety  a  relief  from  ennui,  and 
its  never-failing  companion  ilMiuhnour  j 
but  all  thofe  palliations,  inftead  of  dimi- 
nifhipg  were  found  to  augment  the  in- 
curable difeafe  under  which  this  wretched 
man  laboured;  who,  when  he  became  un- 

fupportable 
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fupportable  to  himfelf,  often  endeavoured 
to  exhauft  the  virulence  which  corroded 
his  own  breaft  upon  her,  who,  before  flie 
knew  him.  had  never  known  what  ennui 
or  ill-humour  was. 

Diftrcffing,  however,  as  his  HI  temper 
was,  it  did  not  feem  fo  dreadful,  as  was  al- 
ready obferved,  in  the  eyes  of  his  wife, 
as  the  returns  of  fondnefs  with  which 
he  was  occafionally  feized.  An  attach- 
ment, therefore,  which  Zeluco  formed 
about  this  time,  and  was  confidered  as  a 
fource  of  great  affliction  to  his  wife,  proved 
in  reality  one  of  the  moft  comfortable  in- 
cidents to  her  that  had  occurred  -fince-  her 
marriage; 
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Nerina. 

genus  huic  materna  fuperbum 
Nobilitas  dabat,  inccrtum  de  patre  ferebat.     Viae 

np\VO  ladies  had  lately  arrived  at 
Naples ;  one  of  them  an  elderly  wo- 
man, the  other  about  three  or  four  and 
twenty,  and  of  uncommon  beauty.  The 
account  given  of  them  by  the  banker  on 
whom  they  had  a  credit,  and  which  was 
fupported  by  letters  to  individuals  at  Naples, 
was,  that  the  youngeft  had  a  moderate  for- 
tune in  her  own  pofleffion,  on  which  fhe 
lived  in  a  genteel  and  independent  manner, 
and  had  come  to  pafs  a  few  months  at 
Naples,  that  fhe  might  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  a  purer  air  than  that  of  Rome;  that  the 
elder  lady  was  aunt  to  the  younger,  and  the 
widow  of  an  officer;  that  fhe  was  in  re- 
5  duced 
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duccd  circumftances,  and  dependent  on  her 
niece. 

Such  was  the  account  given  of  thofe 
two  ladies,  whofe  real  hiftory  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  young,  one,  whofe  name  was  Ne- 
rina,  was  the  offspring  of  a  fecret  amour 
between  an  unmarried  woman  of  family 
in  Genoa,  and  a  mufician.  The  affair  had 
been  hufhed  up ;  the  lady  being  delivered 
at  the  houfe  of  a  female  relation  in  the 
country,  the  infant  given  to  the  wife  of  a 
peafant  to  fuckle,  and  the  father  retiring  to 
Venice,  where  he  lived  on  the  profits  of 
his  profeffion,  and  on  the  money  which  he 
received  from  the  child's  mother.  His  de- 
mands became  more  exorbitant  than  it  was 
in  her  power  to  fatisfy;  he  wrote  menacing 
letters,  but  no  threats  could  procure  from 
her  or  her  relations  what  fatisfied  the  rapa- 
city of  the  mufician ;  on  which  he  formed 
a  fcheme  to  carry  away  the  child  from  the 
peafant's  cottage,  and  convey  her  to  his 
own  houfe  at  Venice.  He  fucceeded  in  his 
project  by  the  connivance   of  the  maid 

who 
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who  had  the  care  of  the  child.  Having 
this  pledge  in  his  hands,  he  imagined  that 
the  mother  or  her  relations  would  be  more 
folicitous  to  furnifh  him  with  money:  it 
happened  otherwife ;  the  unhappy  mother 
retired  to  a  convent,  where  in  a  fhort  time 
flie  was  feized  with  a  fever,  of  which  (he 
died.  After  this,  her  relations  fet  the  mu- 
(ician  at  defiance,  and  gave  themfelves  no 
farther  trouble  about  him  or  the  child.  The 
mufician  was  a  man  of  the  molt  profligate 
principles  and  manners ;  he  lived  with  a 
woman  of  the  fame  character,  who  was  a 
linger  %at  the  Opera.  With  this  couple  Ne- 
rina  was  educated ;  (he  had  a  pretty  good 
voice,  and  promifed  to  be  remarkably  hand- 
fome.  They  expe&ed  that  in  a  fhort  time 
the  circumftances  of  the  family  would  be 
greatly  augmented  by  a  proper  ufe  of  both; 
but  Nerina  was  not  of  a  difpofition  to 
fhare  the  profits  arifing  from  her  perfonal 
accomplifliments  with  any  perfon  what- 
ever; at  the  age  of  fifteen,  therefore,  fhe 
abandoned  her  father's  houfe,  and  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Republic,  in  company  with 

a  Ve- 
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«  Venetian  Nobleman.  She  was  acquainted 
with  the  circumftances  of  her  own  birth  3 
and  although  in  her  difpofition  {he  had 
more  affinity  with  her  father  than  with  her 
unfortunate  mother,  yet  in  converfation 
rfhe  feemed  to  ooafider  herfelf  as  defcended 
from  her  mother  alone,  and  never  men- 
tioned ber  father,  more  than  if  flie  had  not 
known  of  his  exiftence.  She  lived  with 
the  Venetian,  till  his  flow  of  money,  which 
was  cenfiderable  at  the  beginning  of  their 
connexion,  began  to  ebb;  (he  then  left 
him  for  a  young  Englifhman,  with  whom 
flie  embarked  in  a  high  tide  of  fortune,  and 
At  laft  quitted  him  for  the  fame  reafon  that 
&e  had  quitted  die  Venetian.  She  after- 
wards eftablilhed  herfelf  at  Roraer  and 
wUhkig  to  acquire  a  decent  ehara&er,  flic 
took  an  elderly  woman  into  her  fen/ice* 
who  fhe  pretended  was  a  relation  of  her 
mother's,  and  lived  for  fome  time  with  ae 
much  affeded  modefty  as  a  great  deal  of 
natural  impudence  would  permit. 

It  h  faid,  that  people  are  apt  through 
4ife  to  fet  too  great  a  value  on  thofe  thing* 

Vox.  II.  It  which 
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which  they  have  found  it  difficult  to  pro- 
cure in  their  youth,  and  too  little  on  thofe 
to  which  they  have  been  accuftomed.  Ne- 
rina  had  been  bred  in  a. family  in  which 
there  was  a  great  fcarcity  of  money,  and 
a  profufion  of  what  is  fometimes,  however 
improperly,  called  love.  Whether  it  was 
owing  to  this,  or  from  whatever  caufe  it 
proceeded,  certain  it  is,  that  Nerina,  in  all 
her  dealings,  (hewed  the  utmoft  attention 
to  the  former,  and  made  very  little  or  no 
account  of  the  other. 

While  Nerina  lived  in  this  decent  ftyle  at 
Rome,  (he  was  prote&ed  by  a  certain  Car- 
dinal, who  fometimes  faw  her  in  fecret,  and 
by  whofe  friendfhip  fhe  flattered  herfelf 
that  (he  (hould  be  enabled  to  pafs  the  reft  of 
her  life  without  having  need  of  bther  pro- 
te&ors;  but  before  (he  could  get  matters 
arranged  to  her  fatisfa&ion,  an  accident 
happened  to  the  Cardinal,  which  according 
to  his  ovfrn  calculation  (hould  not  have  hap- 
pened for  feveral  years,  and  which  Nerina 
did  not  wifh  for  till  the  arrangements 
above-mentioned  had  taken  place.     The 

Cardinal 
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Cardinal  died  the  day  after  he  had  patted  an 
evening  with  Nerina,  during  which  he  hact 
been  mare  profufe  than  ever  of  his  expref- 
fions  of  friend/hip. 

Nerina  was  fo  violently  affe&ed  by  this 
premature  accident,  that)  in  her  rage,  fhe 
could  not  abftain  from  many  abufive  ex- 
preflions  againft  His  Eminence,  for  hav- 
ing fo  long  delayed  what  fhe  thought  it 
was  his  duty  to  have  performed;  but  her 
paffion  fubfiding  by  degrees,  fhe  at  length 
muttered  up  all  her  philofophy,  which  di- 
re&ed  her,  without  farther  lofs  of  time,  to 
have  recourfe  to  feveral  -  prote&ors  to  in- 
demnify her  for  her  lofs  of  one  ofthe  Car- 
dinal's importance. 

Among  thofe  was  a  young  man  of  a 
noble  family  of  Milan*  who  became  dc- 
fperately  in  love  with  her,  and  for  whom 
fhe  affe&ed  a  reciprocal  flame,  but  with 
this  difference,  that  the  young  man's  con- 
tinued to  burn  with  undiminished  fervour 
after  the  fuel  which  fed  Nerina's  was  quite 
exhaufted.  As  foon  as  (he  perceived  that 
his  money  was  gone,  and  underftood  that 
Ra  he 
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lie  had  but  diftant  hopes  of  a  Frefli  fupply, 
a  chilling  alteration  Teemed  to  take  place  in 
.  the  bofom  of  Nerina ;  and  the  youth,  in- 
ftead  of  fmiles  and  carefles,  was  received 
with  formality  and  cold  polhenefs* 

The  imprudent  youth,  unable  to  bear 
this  kind  of  behaviour  from  a  perfon  vtha 
commanded  all  his  affe&ion,  propofed  mar* 
?*ir  riage  as  the  only  recompence  he  could  make 
to  her,  now  that  his  finances  were  ex* 
haufted. 

This  offer  made  an  immediate  impreffion 
on  the  mind,  and  fome  alteration  in  the  be- 
haviour of  Nerina  ;  but  after  weighing 
every  circumftance,  and  balancing  the  ad- 
vantages and  difad vantages  of  clofing  with 
thepropofal,  the  concluded  that  it  would 
be  attended  with  more  trouble  than  fhe 
was  willing  to  bellow,  and  more  rifle  than 
(he  chofe  to  run.  She  therefore  fell  on 
means,  without  appearing  to  have  given 
the  information,  of  acquainting  her  lover's 
relations  that  he  had  got  into  bad  com- 
pany at  Rome,  and  that  if  he  .were  not 
removed  immediately!  he  was  in  danger  of 

taking 
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taking  an  irretrievable  ftep  of  the  mod  fatal 
confequence  to  his  honour  and  happinefs. 
She  am u fed  the.  youth  himfelf  with  evafive 
anfwers,  till  one  of  his  relations  arrived 
at  Rome,  with  peremptory  orders  from 
his  father,  for  his  immediate  return  to 
Milan;  which  the  young  man  with  infinite 
reludance  at  length  obeyed,  after  mutual 
oaths  of  eternal  love,  and  many  tears  on  his 
part  as  well  as  that  of  Nerina,  whofe  agent  & 
received  a  liberal  recompence  for  the  inter* 
ligence. 

The  young  man  being  thus  difpofed  of, 
and  Nerina  having  a  defire  to  fee  Naples, 
{he  did  not  think  thofe  acquaintance  whom 
the  had  dccafionally  feen,  unknown  to  her 
Milanefe  lover,  and1  to  each  other,  of  im- 
portance enough  to  induce  her  to  baulk  her 
fancy. 

She  went  accordingly,  and  eRablifiied 
herfelf  with  her  pretended  aunt,  in  the  man- 
ner that  has  been  mentioned* 
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11  7  ft  dans  la  jaloufic  plus  d 'amour  propre  que  d'a* 
Biour.  Rqch£foucault.       * 

^  E  L  U  C  O  accidentally  meeting  with 
Nerina,  was  fufficiently  touched  with 
her  face  and  figure,  to  wifli  to  cultivate  her 
acquaintance.  He  found  no  unfurmount- 
able  obftacle  to  this  but  Nerina,  knowing 
vhim  to  be  a  man  of  great  fprtuqe,  thought 
it  worth  her  while  to  ufe  ^11  her  powers  of 
attra&ion,  which,  particularly  to  ft  man  of 
Zeluco's  cbara&er,  were  very  ftrong,  till 
by  degrees  flie  cherifhed  what  was  only  a 
tranfient  deiire  into  a  violent  paffion. 

He  wifhed  however  to  conceal  his  con- 
nexion with  Nerina  from  his  wife  and  her 
relations ;  and  although  he  vifited  her  very 
frequently,  it  was  always  in  fecret,  fo  th^t 
their  intimacy  might  have  remained  much 

lopge? 
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longer  unknown,  had  all  the  world  taken 
as  little  pains  to  difcover  it  as  Laura  and 
her  relations.  But  Laura  received  two  let- 
ters in  one  day,  both  from  unknown  and 
JincerefrienJs,  giving  her  a  faithful  account 
of  her  hufband's  intimacy  with  Nerina; 
and  explaining  how  fhe  might  detedt  it. 
One  of  thofe  friends  was  a  woman  with 
whom  Zeluco  had  intrigued,  and  who  took 
this  ftep  to  be  revenged  of  him  far  his  in- 
fidelity j  the  other  was  a  lady  who  fuf* 
pe&ed  that  her  hufband  was  fond  of  Laura, 
and  hated  her  on  that  account,  although 
well  convinced  that  he  would  not  fucceed. 
It  would  have  been  mortifying  to  thofe  two 
benevolent  creatures,  had  they  known  how* 
very  little  their  intelligence  affe&ed  Laura. 
She  was  in  the  a&  of  throwing  their  letters 
into  the  fire  when  her  hufband  entered  the 
room :  <c  You  feem  very  eager  to  burn  thofe 
letters,"  (aid  he.  "  Their  contents  are  of  a 
nature  too  indifferent  for  me  to  be  eager 
about  them,",  replied  fhe. — *•  Pray,  who  are  , 
they  from,  if  it  be  not  a  fecret?"  added 
he.— ic  It  is  a  fecret  ?"  faid  (he*— "  Indeed  !" 
*    R4  -faid 
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faid  he,  fnatching  one  of  the  letters  th*t 
tvas  not  confumed,  from  the  fire,  "  majr  J 
be  admitted  as  a  confident  ?"*-»"  You  had 
.better  not  read  it9"  (aid  Laura  coolly,  and 
without  attempting  to  take  it  from  him.-*-* 
*  Why  fo  r  faid  he.  «  Becattfe,"  replied 
flic,  u  the  contents  will  be  as  little  fatif- 
fa&ory  to  you  as  the  method  of  obtaining 
them  is  honourable." 

44  So  you  are  afraid  of  my  reading  it," 
faid  he.  "  I  have  no  fears  on  the  fubjeft/* 
replied  Laura,  walking  towards  the  door. 

•*.  Stay,  Madam/*  cried  Zeluco,  who 
knew  the  hand,  and  having  obferved  the 
name  of  N$rina  in  the  letter,  fufpeSed  the 
contents ;  "  I  have  no  intention  to  read 
this  fcrollj  only  your  affe&ing  not  to  know 
from  whom  it  came,  furprifed  me."— u  It 
is  no  afFe&ation,  I  have  not  the  lead  no- 
tion," faid  Laura. — "What  then,  they  were 
both  anonymous  ?"— <c  They  were,"  added 
flie.— «  Some  jeft,  I  fuppofe,p  faid  he, 
throwing  the  letter  again  into  the  fire,  cl  pr 
perhaps  fome  piece  of  malice/—11  Very 
poffibIy,,t  faid  ihe,  and  left  the  room: 

While 
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*  While  Zeluco  had ,  held '  the  half-con- 
fiiraed  letter  in  his  hand,  he  recognized  the 
writing  of  the  lady  with  whom  he  himfelf 
had  intrigued.  Knowing  the  jealoufy  of  her 
difpofition,  and  perceiving  Nerina's  name 
in  the  middle  of  the  letter,  he  immediately 
fufpe&ed  its  contents  5  and*  albeit  unufedto 
the  blujhing  moody  he  underwent  fomethirig 
approaching  to  it,  on  perceiving  that  he 
had  betrayed  unjuft  fufpicions  of  his  wife, 
at  the  very  inftant  that  (he  received  in- 
formation of  his  own  infidelity* 

For  fome  time  after  this  incident,  Ze- 
jueo  behaved  with  more  attention  to  Laura, 
and  affe&ed  a  greater  (hare  of  good  hu- 
mour than  was  natural  to  him,  while  (he 
{hewed  no  fymptom  of  being  in  any  de- 
gree afFe&ed  by  the  intelligence  conveyed 
in  the  anonymous  letters ;  nor  did  (he  ever 
after  by  any  allufion  or  hint  revive  the  re* 
colle&ion  of  them. 

In  the  mean  while  Mr.  N prevailed 

on  Captain  Seidlits  to  make  a  tour  with 
him  into  the  two  Calabrias,  and  other  parts 
of   the   kingdom  of  Naple* }    Carloftein 

having 
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having  declined  to  accompany  them,  fay- 
ing, as  he  was  to  remain  in  Italy  after 
Seidlits,  he  would  poftpone  it.  Zeluco  be- 
came daily  more  intoxicated  with  Nerina ; 
ihe  almoft  continually  occupied  his  thoughts, 
and  engroffed  the  greateft  part  of  his  time, 
fothat  Laura  was  left  at  more  freedom  and 
in  greater  tranquillity  than  fhe  had  ever  en* 
joyed  fince  her  marriage. 

Her  huiband's  vanity  with' regard  to  her 
was  cooflderably  abated,  fo  that  he  no  long- 
er infilled,  as  he  had  done  formerly,  on 
her  appearing  at  every  aflfembly  and  public 
place }  he  was  better  pleafed  that  fhe  flhould 
remain  at  home,  at  her  mother's,  or  Signora 
Sporza's,  while  he  was  paffing  his  time 
with  Nerina,  and  of  courfe  being  miffed 
from  affemblics,  it  might  be  believed  that 
he  was  keeping  his  wife  company. 

Laura's  fociety  at  this  period  therefore 
was  confined  to  her  mother,  Signora  Sporza, 
and  Carloftein ;  the  latter  flbe  faw  almoft 
$very  day,  and  frequently  had  opportuni- 
ties of  converting  with  him  alone  at  the 
fcoufe  of  Signora  Sporza.  ThU  too  indul- 
gent 
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gent  friend'being  exceedingly  affe&ed  at  the 
fettled  gloom  which  (he  well  faw  had  over- 
lpread  the  mind  of  Laura,  and  which  fhe 
thought  the  company  and  converfation  of 
Carloftein  alone  had  the  power  of  diffipat- 
ing,  contrived  frequent  means  of  bringing 
them  together ;  and  this  (he  did  with  fuch 
addrefs,  that  they  feemed  to  happen  by  ac- 
,  cident,  and  without  any  previous  arranger 
ment  on  her  part.  Nothing  could  be  more 
imprudent  than  the  conduit  of  Signora 
Spprza,  in  leading  her  youpg  friend  into 
fuch  flippery  fitpatioas,  which  fhe  did  how- 
ever from  no  other  inducement  than  thp 
pleafure  fhe  took  in  feeing  Laura  pleafcd 
and  in  good  fpirits;  as  for  Zeluco,  (he 
thought  he  richly  deferved  the  worft  that 
could  happen,  for,  in  her  opinion,  he  had 
already  pyt  it  out  of  his  wife's  power  to  do 
him  injuftice;  bpt  there  is  one  confidera- 
'  tion,  which,  had  it  occurred  to  Signora 
Sporza,  wpuld  Jiaye  made  her  a£t  very  dif- 
ferently from  wh^t  (he  did;  and  that  is,  the 
iVr.<  effeft  that  any  effential  ill  conduct  would 

Ji^ve  h&d  on  the  mind  of  Laura  herfelf. 

Signo« 
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Signora  Sporza  did  Dot  retted  that  had  this 
been  the  cafe,  no  alleviation  from  peculiar 
circumftances,  no  provocation  on  the  part 
of  her  hufband,  no  certainty  of  conceal- 
ment, and  no  confideratton  of  whatever 
kind,  could  have  made  a  woman  of  Laup 
.  ra's  difpofition  forgive  herfclf,  or  could 
iave  reftored  her  that  peace  of  mind  with* 
out  which  happinefs  cannot  exift. 

It  mud  be  owned  that  the  virtue  of  few 
'women  was  ever  placed  in  a  more  perilous 
fituation  than  that  of  Laur^,  when  it  i$ 
confidered  that  {he  had  a  fixed  and  well- 
grounded  averfion  for  her  hufband,  con- 
Hantly  kept  alive  by'frefh  provocations; 
for  (he  was  by  turns  teafed  by  his  caprices, 
abufed  by  his  unprovoked  rage,  infulted  by 
his  groundlefs  jealoufies,  and  Simulated 
by  his  infidelity ;  while  a  moft  amiable  and 
accomplished  man,  for  whom  (he  could  not 
help  feeling  a  great  partiality,  was  defpe- 
rately  in  love  with  her,  and  with  whom 
{he  had  frequent  opportunities  of  being 
alone. 

She 
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She  received  a  fecond  letter  from  one  of 
her  anonymous  correfpondents,  informing 
her,  that  her  hufband  and  one  of  his  affo- 
ciates,  with  Nerina,  who  was  alfo  to  have 
a  companion,  had  formed  a  party  to  pa& 
a  few  days  at  Caflerta  and  other  places,  and 
were  to  fet  out  that  very  day;  Laura  wa* 
as  little  affe&ed  by  this  letter  as  the  for- 
mer; ihe  threw,  it.  into  the.fire,  and  thought 
no  more  of  it. 

That  very  day,  Zeluco,  without, the 
ihadow  of  provocation,  but  in  the  mere 
wamonnef6  of  caprice,  behaved  to  her  in 
the  moft  iafclent  and  brutal  manner,  tell- 
ing her,  "  that  her  favourite,"  meaning 
the  Nobleman  who  had  the  fquabble  with 
Carloftein,  "  had  abandoned  her,  and  fet 
out  for  Venice,  and  he  fuppofed  that  was 
the  caufe  of  her  low  fpirits;"  on  her  keeping 
filence,  he  told  her  that  her  filence  pro- 
ceeded from  infolence  and  pride. 

u  You  are  miftaken,"  faid  L- ura  j  "  I 
never  was  infolent,  and  I  never  had  left 
reafon  to  be  proud  ;  I  was  filent  from  con- 
tempt of  an  accufation  which  I   cannot 
9  ~  think 
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think  you  yourfelf  believe  to  have  any 
foundation." 

"  Contempt  !"  cried  2teluco,  fiercely. 

<c  Contempt  of  a  grotindlefs  aceufation** 
replied  Laura. 

"  Your  contempt  is  affeded,  Madam," 
faid  Zeluco ;  cc  but  your  melancholy  is 
teal." 

u  My  melancholy  is  indeed  real/'  faid 
Laura,  burfting  into  tears. 

After  uttering  fome  fhocking  obferva- 
tions  on  her  being  fo  much  affe&ed,  and 
the  fuppofed  «aufe,  he  faid,  CC>I  am  going 
to  the  country  for  a  few  days,  Madam,  and 
leave  you  to  mourn  that  your  minon  is  not 
at  band  to  comfort  you  during  my  ab- 
sence." 
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CHAP.     LXXIX* 

tte  Portrait 

T  AURA  gave  free  way  to  the  fulnefs 
of  her  forrow  for  a  confiderable  time 
after  her  hufband  left  her  j  but  at  laft,  fear- 
ing that  her  mother  might  call  and  obferve 
the  traces  of  affli&ion  on  her  countenance, 
{he  went  to  Signora  Sporza's,  that  (he  might 
have,  time  to  recover  herfelf,  in  fome  de- 
gree* before  fhe  fhould  meet  with  Madame 
de  Seidlits. 

The  fervant  did  not  know  that  the  Baron 
Carloftein  was  with  his  miftrefs,  he  there- 
fore told  Laura  that  Signora  Sporza  was 
alone,  and  immediately  introduced  her 
into  the  room,  where  (he  found  them  con-' 
verfing  together. 

u  I  have  been  juft  telling  the  Baron,  my 

dear,"  faid  Signora  Sporza  to  Laura  as  fhe 

entered,  <(  that  I  have  a  letter  to  write ;  I 

y  beg 
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beg  therefore  you  will  entertain  him  till  I  \ 

return."  | 

Carloftein  perceived  the  marks  of  an- 
guifh  which  the  lad  fcene  with  her  huf- 
band  had  left  on  the  countenance  of  Laura] 
and  he  conje&ured  rightly  refpeQing  the 
caufe.  Without  afking  a  que  ft  ion,  or  ut- 
tering a  fyllable,  his  countenance  exprefled 
a  thoufand  tender  inquietudes  on  her  ac- 
count. After  a  confiderabfe  filcnce,  lie  at 
length  faidr  "  Would  to  Heaven,  Madam, 
•k  -were  in  my  power  to  alleviate  your  fof- 
4row,  or  contribute  in  any  degree  to  your 
iiappinefs.'' 

"  My  happiocfe  I"  repeated  Laura,  rait- 
ing her  fpread  hands,  and  throwing  up  her 
eyes  to  Heaven. 

"  Yes,  Madam,'*  cried  Carloftein  with 
great  emotion;  u your  happinefs,  which  it 
dearer  to  me  than  my  own,  or  rather  which* 
more  than  any  perfoaaal  concern,  it  my 
own." 

"  Ah !  why,*  fatd  Laura, Cf  dould  your 
fair  profpeds  be  obfcured  by  the  tempefl* 
in  which  mine         *  hew  flie  checked 

herfelf, 
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/  fcerfelf,   *nd  then  added,  «  my  thoughts 

are  difturbed,  Sir*  1  am  not  well*— I  kciovr 
fiotwbatlfay." 

"  I  have  long  dreaded,"  faid  Carloftein, 
|c  that  you  were  not  fortunate  in  all  your 
connexions  j  but  you  are  bluffed  in  fome 
beyond  the  ufual  lot ;  you  have  the  beft  of 
mothers,  a  brpther  who  adores  you,  and 
frienda  who  would  cheerfully  expofe  them~ 
felves  to  every  fatigue  and  danger  to  ferve 
you/*  •  *      . 

"  My  brother,  Sir,"  faid  Laura,  "  firft 
taught  me  to  value  his  friend ;  I  learned 
the  leflbn  in  my  childhood,  and  it  were 
vain  for  me  to  affect  not  heing  pleafed  with 
the  intereft  you  take  jn  me  J  .but;  a  feries  of 
unlucky  incidents  has  involved  me  in  a 
net  of  mifery  from  which  the  endeavours 
'  ~  of  all  my  friends  cannot  difentangle  me.—* 
Happiaefe  and  tranquillity  are  fled  far  from 
me,— I  attempt  not  to  recover  what  is  be- 
yond my  grafp."  Here  (he  burft  into  a 
.  frefh  flood. of  tears,  and  Carloftein  had 
bathed  her  hand  with  his,  while  in  the 
excefs  of  her  defpair  fhe  was  infenfible  that 

VoL.IL  S  he 
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he  had  hold  of  it  He  attempted  to  com* 
fort  her  by  every  fuggeRion  that  could  con- 
vey hope  or  coufolation. — M  No!11  ex- 
claimed  (he;  "  death  muft  be  my  only 
comforter;  there  is  no  hope  for  fo  com- 
plete a  wretch  as  I  am,  but  in  the  grave » 
—and  miferable  creature  that  I  am/'  re- 
fumed  flic,  after  a  panic;  "  I  cannot 
without  reludance  even  with  for  that  laft 
refuge  of  the  miferable ;  how  can  I  have 
the  heart  to  with  for  eafe  to  myfelf,  know* 
ing  as  I  do,  that  it  cannot  be  obtained  but 
at  the  expence  of  my  poof  mother,  who 
would  be  left  a  prey  to  remorfe,  horror, 
and  defpair !" 

Carloftein  then  in  the  raoft  fympathifing 
manner,  and  with  all  the  eloquence  of 
paffion,  declared  the  higheft  efteem  and 
attachment  to  her;  that  he  would  confider 
it  as  the  greateft  honour  and  happinefs  he 
could  ?ver  enjoy  to  attempt  whatever  could 
tend  to  her  eafe  or  fatisfa&ion;  that  he 
cftecmed  fortune,  and  life  Itfelf,  as  valu- 
able only  in  as  much  as  they  (hould  enable 

him 


i 


25  E  L  U  C  0.  475 

'  Km  to  ferVe  her,  whofe  happineft  was  far 
dearer  to  him  than  life* 

iC  Alas!"  cried  Laufra,  .ci  the  comple- 
tion of  my  mifery  is  the  being  fenfible'that 
you  can  be  of  no  fervice  to  me.  I  am  con* 
vinced  that  your  generous  friendftiip  would 
fcxcite  you  to  exertions  of  difficulty  and 
danger  in  my  favour ;  but  I  am  in  that 
hopelefs  ftate,  that  my  bed  friends,  thofe 
united  to  me  by  blood,  as  well  as  thofe 
attached  by  fentiment,  muft  ftruggle  equal- 
ly in  vain  to  free  me  from  the  horrid  rock 
of  mifery  to  whkh  I  am  fixed  by  chain* 
which  no  earthly  hand  can  break/' 

•c<  Accurfed  chains  I"  cried  Garloftein, 
<c  they  were  forged  in  hell,  and  ought  not 
to  bind  an  angel !" 

«  They  will  ever  bind  me/'  faid  Laura* 
<c  O  lovelieft  and  deareft  of  women  V 
cfied  Carloftein,  witfr  ehthufiafm ;  "  why 
did  I  not  know  you  fooner;  often  did  I 
hear  the  pr&ifeft  of  the  accomplifhed  Laura 
Seidlits— whom  I  had  only  feen  in  child- 
hood; but  could  I  imagine  there  was  fuch 
S  2  perfection, 
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perfe&ion,    fuch  elegance,   fuch  Jbut-fWW 
duing  Iovclinefs,  united  in  woman  ?" 

Declarations  of  this  nature,  uttered  with 
all  the  energy  of  truth  and  paffion,  by  a 
graceful  and  amiable  man,  for  whom  flic 
had  the  warmed  friendship,  at  a  time  when 
flie  was  full  of  indignation  at  the  brutal 
behaviour  of  a  bated  hufband,  could  not 
fail  to  make  a  lively  tmpreffion  on  the  heart 
of  Laura,  endued  tyith  exquifitc  fenfibility* 
and  formed  for  friendship  and  love. 

41  Why  did  not  your  brother  and  I/'  ex- 
claimed Carloftein,  "  follow  you*  to  Italy 
fboner  ? — Why  did  we  loiter  at  Berlin  and 
Vienna  while  the  fiend*  were  weaving  this 
web  of  wretchednefs  ?— O !  would  to  heaven 
we  had  hurried  dire&ly  to  Naples  I*' 

"  Would  you  had !"  feid  Laura,   in  a 
languid  voice. 

€4  Blefs  you— blefs  you,  my  angel,  for 

that  wife  !"  cried  Carloftein>  encircling  her 
waift  with  his  arms. 

In  this  fituation  Laura  feamed  for  a  fhort 
time  to  have  loft  the  power  of  recolleftion  5 

but 
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but  railing  her  eyes,  they  met  the  portrait. 
of  her  father,  which  hung  on  the  oppofite 
wall  of  the  room. — She  gave  a  fudden 
fcream,  and  draggled  to  get  free. 

u  What  is  the  matter,  my  angel  ?"  faid 
Carloftein.     . 

.  "  Ah!  loofe  me;— unhand  me,  Sir/' 
cried  fhe  with  a  voice  of  terror,  and  fprung 
from  his  yielding  arms. 

"  What  terrifies  you  ?"  faid  he. 

u  Look  there !"  cried  fhe,  pointing  to 
the  portrait* 

"  I  fee  a  pi&ure,"  faid  Carloftein. 

"  I  fee  an  angry  father,"  faid  Laura, 
with  a  trembling  voice. 

Carloftein  then  endeavoured  to  footh  and 
calm  her  fpirits  by  the  moft  endearing  ex- 
preffions;  but  as  often  as  he  approached 
her,  (he  moved  from  him,  and  entreated 
him  to  be  gone. 

"  If  I  have  offended  you/1  cried  he, 
€<  moft  earneftly  do  I  beg  ygur  forgive-* 
fiefs.", 

u  I  cannot  forgive  myfelf,'*  replied 
Laura. 

S3  Ma 
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"  In  what  are  you  to  blame,  angel  of 
purity  ?"  exclaimed  he. 

iC  Leave  me;  O  leave  me !"  repeated 
fhe ;  u  it. is  not  meet  for  us  to  be  thus  to* 
gether. — Pray  withdraw." 

"  When  (hall  I  fee  you  again  ?"  faid  Car- 
loftein, iflt  a  plaintive  voice. 

cc  You  (hall  hear  from  me1  foon,"  *  an- 
fwered  (he  ;  "  but  at  prefenr,  if  you  haw 
'  any  efteem  for  me,  leave  me." 

Carloftein  retired,'  and  Laura  turning 
to  the  portrait  of  her  father,  continued 
for  a  confiderable  time  contemplating  it  with 
earneftnefis,  and  then  exclaimed,  "  Blefled 
effigy  of  one  to  whom  honour  was  dearer 
than  life,  how. much  am  I  beholden  to 
you  I 

When    Signora    Sporza    returned,    (he 

feemed  furprifed  at  the  abfence  of  Carlo* 

ftein.     Laura  faid,  he  was  obliged  to  go, 

wand  immediately  turned   the   difcourfe  to 

other  fubje&s. 

The  two  following  days  Carloftein  found 
no  opportunity  of  feeing  Laura  ;  being  un- 
eafy  at  the  idea  of.  having  offended  her, 

he 
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he  told  Signora  Sporza  that  he  was  afraid 
her  friend  had  mifunderftood  fome  part  of 
his  conduct  which  he  willed  to  explain, 
?md  begged  (he  would  deliver  a  letter  for 
that  purpofe,  as  he  was  unwilling  to  fend 
It  by  a  fervant. 

Signora  Sporza  complied  with  his  re- 
queft,  and  the  next  day  prefented  him  with 
the  following  anfwer  from  Laura. 

"  To  the  Baron  Cari^ostein; 

u  The  uneafinefs  you  exprefs  at  the  idea 
of  my  being  difpleafed  with  you,  may  now 
be  at  an  end.— I  never  thought  you  capa- 
ble of  any  formed  plan  inconfiftent  with 
my  honour.  But  I  am  fenfible  that  the 
pleafure  I  took  in  your  converfation,  and 
in  the  thought*  of  your  friendfhip,  has 
led  me  into  improprieties  $nd  dangers 
which  a  prudent  and  virtuous  woman 
fliould  avoid. 

u  The   ties  by  which  I  am  bound  to 

my  hufband  are  facred,  however  miferable 

they  render  me#     Although  t^is  behaviour 

S  4  deprives 
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deprives  him  of  my  eftcem,  it  cannot  juftify 
my  ill  comdud. 

*  Having  faid  this,  you  cannot,  with 
reafon,  blame  the  refolution  J  have  taken* 
never  again  to  meet  you  alone*  <  I  am 
perfuaded,  my  coufin  Sporza  would  not 
have  permitted  fuch  meetings  if  (he  had 
not  a  higher  opinion  of  me  than  I  de- 
ferve. 

"  It  will  be  vain  for  you  to  endea- 
vour to  prove  the  innocence  or  fafety 
of  our  meeting  as  formerly ;  the  ohly 
effe£t  of  fuch  an  attempt  would  be  to 
diminifti  the  good  opinion  I  entertain  of 
you. 

"  Adieu,  and  may  Heaven  blefs  you  \ 
Every  proof  of  regard  and  confidence,  con- 
fident with  duty,  you  may  always  exped 
from  the  wretched 

.    Laura.". 
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Miferi  quibus 
Intentata  nites.  Hor, 

JJOWEVER  vexed  Carloftein  was  at 
the  thoughts  of  being  deprived  of 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  Laura  as  formerly, 
he  was  too  well  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  her  condu£fc,  and  too  much  afraid  of 
lofing  her  good  opinion,  to  make  any  im* 
mediate  attempt  to  prevail  on  her  to  alter  it. 
He  immediately  fignified,  in  a  letter 
which  Signora  Sporza  delivered  to  her,  his 
gratitude  for  the  friendfhip  with  which  (he 
honoured  him  ;  adding,  that  although  he 
perceived  not  any  danger  in  the  meetings 
which  (he  had  determined  to  discontinue, 
yet  he  acquiefced  in  her  decifion,  and 
would  conform  himfelf  in  that,  and  in  every 
thing  elfe,  to  her  pleafure. 

4  He 
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He  faw  her  occafionally,  however,  at 
her  own  houfe,  where  he  was  frequently 
irrvited  by  Zeluco ;  and  as,  after  the  fcene 
at  Signora  Sporza's,  Laura's  behaviour  to 
Carloftein  was  a  little  more  con  drained  than 
ufual,  Zeluco  was  more  and  more  con* 
vinced  that  his  wife  ftruggled  in  vain  to 
conceal  the  diflike  (he  had  to  him. 

It  is  probable  that  he  would  have  dis- 
covered his  miftake  in  this  particular,  had 
not  his  mind  been  engrofled  by  his  paflion 
for  Nerina,  for  whom  he  had  taken  a 
little  villa  at  fome  diftance  from  Naples, 
where  his  vifits,  he  imagined,  would  be 
lefs  obferved  than  while  (he  lived  in  town. 

The  fymptoms  of  pregnancy  became 
apparent  on  Laura,  which  rendered  the  re- 
tirement fhe  loved  more  expedient  than 
ever ;  and  as  Zeluco  was  feldom  at  home, 
ihe  was  for  feveral  months  almoft  entirely 
relieved  from  his  jealoufy^  ill- humour,  ^nd 
fondnefs. 

In  truth,  Nerina  had  as  little  afFedtfpn 
for  Zeluco  as  Laura  had?  but  it  was  much 
eafier   for   the    pne    to    feign   fentiments 

which 
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which  flie  had  not,  than  the  other;  the 
firft  had  been  reared  from  her  infancy  in 
the  fchool  of  fimulationj  in  her  all  the 
alluring  tricks  of  educated  artifice  were 
engrafted  on  a  difpofition  naturally  frau- 
dulent. The  other  was  habituated  tp 
truth ;  had  fhe  bgen  incliped  to  diflemble, 
ihe  muft  bays  failed  from  want  of  prac- 
tice. And  if  both  had  been  equally  mif- 
trefles  of  deceit,  ftiji  Nerin^  wcmld  have 
had  the  eafier  tafk  in  affe&ipg  to  love 
Zeluco ;  ijie  only  had  to  get  the  better  pf 
indifference,  whereas  Laura  had  to  over* 
pome  averfion. 

Zeluco  had,  from  the  hour  of  his  mar- 
riage, obferved  extreme  coldnefs  in  Laura ; 
and  although,  from  a  very  fhort  period 
?fter  their  union,  he  had  never  been  able 
fo  far  to  overcome  the  natural  fulkinefs  of 
his  chara&er  as  to  make  a  fair  trial  to 
gain  her  affe&ion,  yet  he  confidered  her 
want  of  it  as  a  crime ;  for  felf-love  made 
him  think  it  impoffible  that  a  woman  fliould 
be  cold  to  him,  who  was  not  capricioufly 
prepoflefled  in  favour  of  another* 

Nerina 
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-  Nerina  had  two  obje&s  in  view:  the 
one  was  to  perfuade  Zeluco  that  Laura 
was  attached  to  another  mad ;  the  other, 
th*t  (he  herfelf  was  defperately  fond  of  him. 
She  had  hitherto  found  no  plaufible  oppor- 
tunity of  infinuating  the  firff,  but  (he  en- 
deavoured to  convince  him  of  the  fecond  by 
ten  thoufand  little  attentions,*  by  flattering 
fits  of  jealoufy,  by  occafional  refiftante,  and 
other  allurements,  which  (he  well  knew 
how  to  vary  opportunely  j  (he-had  already 
drawn  very  confiderable  fums  of  money 
from  him  9  and  had  acquired  fuch  an  af- 
dendeijcy  over  him  as  (he  hoped  to  improve 
into  a  complete  and  abfolute  fway. 

If  Zeluco  happened  to  dine  for  two  days 
fucceflively  at  home,  or  to  mention  Laura 
with  any  degree  of  refped,  he  was  fare 
foon  after  to  find  Nerina  in  apparent  lan- 
guor and  oftentatious  dejection  of  fpirits :' 
when  queftioncd  by  him  on  the  caufe,  (he 
fighed,  affefted  to  hide  her  tears,  and  . 
begged  that  he  wquld  not  enquire  into 
the  caufe  of  that  for  which  (he  had  too 
much  reafon  to  fear  there  was  no  remedy. 

On  - 
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On  being  farther  urged,  flie  would  fob, 
Ihiver,  and  fall  into  a  convulfive  fainting ; 
and  when  flie  had  performed  this  with 
admirable  nicety  of  a&ion,  {he  Teemed  to 
recover,  and  after  a  frefli  difcharge  of  tears, 
lamented  the  feverjty  of  her  fate,  in  being 
paffionately  fond  of  a  man  who,  after  the 
facrifice  fhe  had  made,  preferred  another  to 
her  j  and  what  was  dill  more  mortifying, 
one  who  hated  and  defpifed  him. 

At  other  times  (he  infinuated  that  his 
wife's  relations  formed  a  cabal  to  manage 
him  entirely ;  that  they  had  already  takea 
-advantage  of  the  eafy  generofity  of  his 
temper,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  fettle  a 
large  portion  of  his  fortune  on  her  and  her 
children,  and  had%plans  of  carrying  their 
rapacious  views  dill  farther,  fo  that  in  a 
fhort  time  he  would  be  little  more  than  a 
fa&or  on  his  own  eftate. 
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7&?  Difpieafure  of  Captain  Seidlits  \—the 
Difirefs  of  Laura  \ — the  Prudence  of  Car- 
loftein, — and  good  Senfe  6fMr.  N 

COME  time  after  Seidlita  returned  from 
his  tour  he  heard  of  this  connexion 
with  Nerina,  and  perceived,  with  an  in- 
dignation which  he  could  ill  fupprefs,  that 
Zeluco  had  not  the  fame  degree  of  attention 
for  Laura  that  he  formerly  difplayed. 

Captain  Seidlits  dropt  fome*  exprefiiona 
to  that  effeft  in  the  prefence  of  his  fiftei*. 
She  was  alarmed  at  the  conference  of  his 
harbouring  fuch  fufpicion,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  remove  it ;  but  fearing  that  (he  had 
not  fucceeded,  (he  earneftly  begged  that  he 
would  not  ruin  her  mother's  peace  by  men- 
tioning his  fufpicion  to  her? 

«'  It 
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cc  It  is  not  to  your  mother,  but  to  your 
hufband,  I  mean  to  talk  on  the  occalion," 
faid  he. 

Laura  then  endeavoured  to  convince  hint 
of  the  impropriety  of  his  interfering  un- 
deiired  between  man  and  wife,  adding, 
That  (he  was  fenfible  of  the  fraternal  intc*  , 
reft'  he  took  in  whatever  concerned  her,  that 
it  was  her  pride  and  happinefs  to  have  fuch 
a  friend  and  protedor,  and  that  fhe  would 
apply  to  him  freely  when  (he  needed  his 
interpofition. 

Laura  was  fo  diftruftful  of  her  brothers 
temper,  that  fhe  renewed  her  reraonftrances 
frequently  on  this  fubje£t  It  happened 
once  or  twice  that  Zeluco  entered  the  room 
on  thefe  very  occafions,  and  fhe  remarked 
with  great  pain,  that  Seidlits  could  with 
difficulty  conceal  his  feelings,  and  that  he 
returned  the  civilities  of  the  other  in  a  very 
cold  manner. 

This  increafed  her  fears  fo  much,  that, 
in  the  prefence  of  Signora  Sporza,  (he  ac* 
quainted  Carloftein  with  the  caufe  of  her 
uneafinefs,    and .  entreated  him   to   watch 

over 
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over  his  friend,  and  endeavour  to  difluade 
him  from  a  coadud  fraught  with  the  moft 
difmal  confequences.  Carloftein  exprefled 
his  fatisfa&ion  at  the  confidence  which  £he 
placed  in  him,  and  promifed  to  do  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  prevent  what  (he 
dreaded. 

Carloftein  foon  after  happened0  to  meet 
his  friend  Seidlics  walking  by  himfelf,  and 
ruminating  on  the  various  inftances  he  had 
obferved  of  negled  or  ill-ufage  on  the  part 
of  Zeluco  towards  Laura. 

M  You  feem  thoughtful,  my  friend,** 
faid  Carloftein  ;  <c  fomething  vexes  you/' 

K  Something  does  vex  me,"  faid  Seid- 
lits. 

€i  You  do  not  intend  then,  I  hope,  that 
it  flxould  be  a  fecret  to  me." 

<4  No  certainly. — This  Zeluco,  1  fear*. 
does  not  ufe  my  fitter  as  fhe  deferves." 

"  I  do  not  know  who  could/9  faid  Carlo- 
ftein* 

€<  He  feeras  to  be  of  a  fulky,  ill  temper,'* 
faid  Seidlits. 

"  If 
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u  If  that  be  the  cafe,  it  is  a  misfortune 
to*  all  who  are  conne&ed  with  him/'  re- 
plied Carlofteia,  "  but  moft  of  all  to  him* 
felf." 

"  But  it  ought  to  be  a  misfortune  to 
himfelf  only/'  faid  Seidlits,  *  not  to  her 
who  has  the  fweeteft  temper  on  earth; 
and  I  am  determined  that  his  ill  humour 
frail  not  make  my  fifter  unhappy.-— The 
fame  world  (hall  not  contain  me  and  the 
man  who  behaves  ill  to  Laura  Seidlits.—* 
I'll  tell  him  fo  this  very  day/' 

"  Have  you  any  particular  inftance 
of  ill  ufage  to  complain  of  ?''  (aid  Carlo-* 
ftein. 

•  "  -Why  there  is  this  woman/'  replied 
Seidlits, "  this  Nerina,  with  whom  he  pafles 
fo  much  of  his  time ;  that  muft  be  morti- 
fying to  my  fifter,  and  fhews  what  a  brute 
he  is  i  and  betides,  his  general  manner  to 
her  is  not  kind  and  attentive  as  it  ought  to 
be,  and  as  it  fhall  be,  that  I  am  determined 


it 
on. 


"  My   dear   Seidlits/'    faid  Carloftein, 

u  what  anfwer  do  you  think  ]*>u  would 

Vol.  II.  T  €ive 
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give  to  aoy  man  who  fliould  tell  you*  t&at 
he  did  not  approve  of  your  keeping .  com* 
paay  with,  a  particular  woman*  and  that 
you  ought  to  behave  with  more  attention 
and  kindnefs  to  your  wife  ?" 

"  Well*  if  any  man  did  fpeak  to  me  in 
(hat  manner*  I  fhould  certainly  give  him 
fatiftfa&iOA  ©be  way  or  other*" 

"*Tbat  kind  of  fatisfa&ioo  is  eafily 
given,"  faid  Carlofleinj  u  but  your  objeft 
is  to  promote  your  After'*  bappinefs  ?" 

"  Myfoleobjear  replied  Seidlits. 

u  How  would  it  be  promoted  fliould  you. 
fall?"  faidCarloftein.- 

•€  Why,  that  kind  of  rcafoning  might 
be  applied  with  equal  juftnefr,  if  I  fliould 
demand  fetisfa&ion  of  the  man  who  puHed 
ihe  by  thetiofe.  You  might  a&  what  ft- 
*isfa&iofi  I  fliould  receive  in  cafe  I  myfeltf 
fliould  fall.  In  (hort/9  continued  Seidlfra, 
"  this  is  not  an  affair  of  reafoniftg,  but  of 
feeling;  and,  by  Heavens  I  thy  fellow  fhalt 
-not  behave  improperly  to  my  fifter/' 

"  Since  it  is  entirely  an  affair  of  /feel- 
ing/'   fefflied  Garloftein,    '*'  fome  regard 

J  8  feoufcl 
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Jhould  be  paid  to  the  feelings  of  her  who 
is  chiefly  concerned.  Has  your  fitter 
ever  complained  of  her  hufhand,  or  given 
you  any  hint  of  his  having  treated  her 
ill?" 

•  •«  You.  know*"  replied  SeidUt?,  ."  of 
what  heavenly  mildneft  her  difpofition  is  $ 
fhe  will  hear  much  without  complaining." 

"  But  as  fee  has  aever  mentioned  any 
dung  in  the  nature  of  complaint  to  you>'' 
laid  Carlofteio,  u  k  is  poffible  that  part  of 
4rha£  you  fiifped  is  groundleft  j  and  if  flue 
has  rcafon  <o  complain  of  fame  things,  it 
Ss  probable  that  (he  confiders  them  of  far 
lefs  moment  than  what  (he  would  fuffer 
by  your  quarrelling  with  her  hufband*  On 
the  whole,  it  is  dear  that  you  ought  to 
.have  a  little  patience,  till  it  ia  more  evideftt 
that  your  fufpicions  are  well  founded,  and 
'then  I  £hall  be  happy  to  concur  with  you 
in  tasking  the  moft  likely  meafures  for  your 
fifler's  relief."  > 

Although  Seidlits  remained  convinced 

that  his  fifter  had  caufe  to  complain  of  her 

hu&aud's  conduft*  yet  Carlofteih  at  length 

T  s  obtained 
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obtained  his  promife  that  he  would  not 
fpeak  on  the  fubjedt  to  Zeluco,  without 
firft  acquainting  his  friend. 

When  Carloftein  gave  an  account  of  this 
converfation  to  Laura,  notwithftanding  his 
foftening*  fome  parts  of  it,  ihe  continued 
exceedingly  apprefcenfive  of  fome  fatal 
fcene  between  her  hufband  and  brother* 
She  again  mentioned  her  apprehehfions  to 
Carloftein  in  the  prefence  of  Signora  Sporza, 
and  knowing  that  it  was  part  of  their  plan 
to  vifit  Sicily  before  their  return  to  Ger- 
many, fhe  expreffed  her  wifhes  that  Carlo- 
ftein .would  prevail  on  her  brother  to  fetout 
with  him  immediately* 

As  at  this  time  Laura's  fpirits  were  much 
dejedted,  and  as  (he  found  in  the  company 
of  her  brother  and  Carloftein  the  only  cor- 
dial which  could  raife  or  fiipport  .them, 
nothing  but  the  affe&ion  which  fhe  had 
for  her  brother,  and  the  dread  of  his  being 
involved  in  a  quarrel  with  her  hufband, 
could  have  enabled  her  to  refift  the  argu- 
ments which  the  Baron  could  not  help 
urging   againft   their  *  leaving  Naples   till 

fhe 
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jhe  (hould  recover  from  her  lying-in,  and 
in  this  he  was  aflifted  by  Signora  Sporza. 

Laura's  own  inclinations  were  on  the  fame 
fide  with  the  eloquence  of  Carloftein,  yet 
fhe  had  the  firmnefs  to  perfevere  in  her  re- 
queft  that  they  would  depart;  (lie  even 
ufed  the  circumftance  qf  her  being  foon  to 
be  confined  as  a  frefh  argument :  "  For 
fince  during  my  confinement  I  cannot  fee 
my  friends  at  any  rate,"  faid  fhe,  "  it  is 
beft  that  you  feize  that  interval  for  your 
tour ;  and  by  the  time  you  return,  I  (hall 
be  fufficiently  well  to  enjoy  your  company ." 

Carloftein  therefore  gave  up  the  point, 
and  prevailed  on  Seidlits  to  adopt jhe  znt:*- 
fure  which  his  fifter.h*^  p-.upofedj  "  For 
you  mu ft  -.called:,"  faid  he  to  Captaia 
Seidlits,  c*  the  prefent  ftate  of  your  fitter's 
health;  whatever  you  may  ultimately  re- 
folve  on  therefore,  every  altercation  between 
you  and  Zeluco  mud  be  avoided  at  prefent, 
as  you  would  avoid  her  deftru&ion." 

Their  journpy  was  agreed  Qn ;  Mr,  N*-», 

who  had   talked   of  accompanying  them, 

was. prevented}  but  he  fupped  in  company 

T  3  with 
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^vith  them  and  Signora  Sporza  at  Madame 
de  Seidlits's  the  night  preceding  their  de- 
parture.  Laura  endeavoured  to  be  cheer- 
ful, partly  to  hide  her  concern  for  the  ab* 
fence  of  Carloftein,  and  partly  to  convince 
her  brother  that  (he  was  not  fo  unhappy 
as  he  imagined.  The  effort  was  fuperior 
to  her  ftrength  of  mind ;  for  although  (he 
bid  adieu  to  her  brother  with  compofure* 
fhe  trembled  and  turned  pale  when  Carlo* 
ftein  took  leave  of  hen   This  wasobferred 

by  Mr.  N ,  who  flood  near  him  j  and 

it  was  not  the  firft  time  that  he  had  re- 
marked Laura  8  partiality  for  the  Baron— 
which  i^'l  no  other  effedt  on  the  generous 
mind  of  this  gehcltcuan,  than,  increafing 
the  regard  he  had  for  Carlolteiu.  His 
own  attachment  to  Laura  had  never  ex- 
ceeded the  limits  of  friendship  and  high 
efteem;  he  had  from  their  firft  acquaint- 
ance endeavoured  to  guard  againft  a  paffion 
for  a  woman  of  a  different  country  and  re* 
ligion  from  his  own.  Had  Laura  betrayed 
any  fymptoms  of  affe&ioa  for  him,  it  it 
more  than  probable  his  precautions  would 

have 
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have  been  vain ;  for  when  a  man  approves 
greatly  of  a  woman's  character  and  perfon, 
nothing  is  fo  likely  to  kindle  approbation 
into  love,  as  his  imagining  that  love  already 
exifta  within  her  breaft  towards  him.  But 
Mr.  N  »  ■  »  was  too  free  from  vanity,  and 
had  too  much  difcernment,  not  to  perceive 
that  Laura's  regard  for  him  was  unmixed 
with  paffion  ;  and  the  fame  difcernment  en- 
abled him  to  perceive  that  her  attachment 
to  Carloftein  was  pure  love. 


T4 
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^  Her  tongue  bewitch'd  as  oddly  as  her  eyes, 
Lefs  wit  than  mimic,  more  a  wit  than  wife.      * 

Pop** 

?  I  "HE  morning  on  which  he  left  Naples, 

Captain  Seidlits  called  once  more  on 

his  filler.  She  had  pafled  an  unquiet  night : 

deje&ion  and  forrow  were  ftrongly  marked 

on  her  countenance.  Seidlits  was  affeded 

in  a  manner  unufual  to  him  ;  while  he  em* 

braced  her,   on  taking  leave,    tears   were 
'i 

in  the  eyes  of  both.  Zeluco  unexpectedly 
entered  the  room  at  that  inftant ;  Seidlits 
was  fretted,  and  confufed  at  this  intrufion; 
he  was  abafhed  at 'being  feen  in  tears,  which 
he  confidered  as  a  weaknefs  unbecoming  of 
a  foldier.  He  faluted  Zeluco  in  an  em- 
barraffed  and  abrupt  manner,  and  hurried 
to  Carloftein,  with  whoiu  be  immediately 
embarked  for  Sicily. 

Laura 
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Laura  continued  weeping  for  a  confider- 
able  time  after  her  brother  left  the  room, 
which  prevented  her  remarking  that  Ze- 
luco  was  difpleafed  at  the  fcene  of  which  he 
had  been  an  unexpected  witnefs.  :  His  ill 
humour  was  indeed  fo  habitual,  that  it 
might  have  made  little  impreffion  on  her 
although  fhe  had. 

♦Carloftein  and  Seidlits« being  gone,  apd 
Laura  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy,  me 
pever  went  abroad  but  for  a  fhort  airing,- 
or  to  pafs  a  few  hours  with* her  mother,  olr 
at  Signora  Sporza's,  where  fhe  fometimes 
met  with  Mr.  N -,  for  whom  (he  al- 
ways felt  and  avovved  great  efieem. 

.  Zeluco's  time  *was  almoft  entirely  dedi- 
cated to  Nerina,  whofe  caprices  increafed 
in  proportion  to  her  influence  over  him, 
which,  although  they  were  generally  di-. 
reded  to  fome  interested  point,  were  never 
carried  farther  than  his  temper,  the  varia- 
tions of  which  fhe  attentively  watched, 
could  bear. 

All  her  whims  and  caprices  indeed  were 
£o  completely  under    her  command,   and 

managed 
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managed  with  fuch  addrefe,  that  What  hat 
difgufted  many  lovers  with  their  roiilreffea, 
were  by  her  made  to  operate  as  ftimulanu 
to  the  paffion  of  Zeluco  when  it  teemed  to 
languifb. 

She  poffefled  the  power  of  amufing  in  an 
extraordinary  degree ;  this  fhc  exercifed 
fometimes  in  a  manner  that  would  have 
(hocked  a  mind  more  delicate  than  that  of 
Zeluco,  but  was  admirably  adapted  to  his  $ 
be  accordingly  had  frequent  recourfe  to  it 
againft  the  daemons  of  ennui  md  remorfe, 
who  haunted  bim  alternately, 

Ncrina  never  mentioned  Laura  without 
the  intention  of  turning  her  into  ridicule, 
or  infinuating  fomething  %>  her  difadvan- 
tage,  with  frequent  allufions  to  her  altered 
ihape,  and  the  complaints  incident  to  wo- 
men in  her  fituation* 

Madame  de  Seidlits  and  Signora  Sporza 
were  alfo  the  frequent  butts  of  her  farcafmss 
the  firft  (he  reprefentedas  an  antiquated 
coquet,  who,  calling  every  auxiliary  of  the 
toilette  in  fupport  of  her  faded  charms, 
ftili  attempted  freib  conquefts.    "  I  am 

told,*' 
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told,"  fald  Nerina,  ««  that  the  ridiculous 
old  Lady!  ftuni  the  ears  of  her  yawning 
guefts  with  the  enumeration  of  her  Ger* 
man  admirers,  Landgraves,  Margraves,  and 
Barons  without  number.  But,  my  dear 
Sir,  you  ought  really  to  give  a  hint  to  the 
imprudent  old  gentlewoman!  not  to  indulge 
her  vanity  at  the  expence  of  her  teeth; 
for  you  may  depend  upon  it,  the  pronun- 
ciation of  thofe  horrid  names  is  one  caufc 
of  their  being  fo  very  loofe." 

Signora  Sporza  fhe  reprefented  as  a 
woman  of  intrigue,  who,  finding  that  two 
of  her  poor  relations  hung  a  little  heavy 
on  her  hands,  had  fobb'd  off  one  of  them 
upon  him  as  a  wife,  and, thus  had  fecured  a 
comfortable  maintenance  for  both. 

Her  caricaturas  were  given  with  fuch  ex> 
quifite  pantomime  and  mimickry  as  might 
entertain  thofe  who  were  not  acquainted 
with  the  chara&ers  of  the  perfons  (he  it%» 
tended  to  ridicule,  but  muft  have  (hocked 
every  perfon  of  candour  who  was. 

In  eftablifhing  the  influence  which  Ne- 
nga  wi(hed  to  retain  over  Zcluco,  the  force 

of 
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of.  habit  was  now  joined  to  the  Jx>wer  of 
amufing.  Having  accuftomed  himfelf  to 
go  to  her  at  certain  hours,  he  knew  not 
how  to  fill  up  thofe  hours  without  her, 
and  the  defire  of  vifiting  her  returned  pe- 
riodically. In  the  midft  of  apparent  levity, 
and  feeming  want  of  defign,  (he  obferved 
a  predetermined  plan  in  mod  parts  of  her 
conduit  to  him ;  and  often  when  he  ima- 
gined her  entirely  vacant,  or  occupied  ia 
fome  very  frivolous  amufement,  fhe  was 
endeavouring  to  penetrate  into  his  fenti- 
ments  refpedting  certain  fubjedfo  which  flic 
thought  he  might  naturally  wi(h  to  con- 
ceal from  her.  In  confequence  of  this,  it 
(truck  her,  that  notwithftanding  Zeluco's 
paffion  for  Laura  was  greatly  cooled,  and 
in  fpite  of  the  pains  (he  had  taken  to  make 
her  ridiculous  in  his  eyes,  yet  he  flill  re- 
tained a  high  efteem  for  her  character.  In- 
dications of  this,  to  the  infinite  mortifica- 
tion of  Nerina,  broke  from  him  uninten- 
tionally fometime8,  at  the  very  inftant 
when  (he  was  labouring  to  give  him  a 
very  different  impreffion.     As  Nerina  was 

doubtful 
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doubtful  whether  flie  herfelf  had  any  hold 
of  Zeluco  by  this  fentiment  of  efteem,  flie 
was  determined  not  to  leave  it  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  woman  whom  flie  confidered 
as  her  enetoy.     She  fecretly  informed  her- 
felf, therefore,  of  Laura's  conduct  and  man- 
ner of  palling  her  time,  with  a  view  to  dis- 
cover fome  ground  upon  which  a  fabric  of 
falfehood  injurious  to  the  chara&er  of  Laura 
•might  be  raifed  ;  and  after  having  for  fome 
timepurfued  thefe  refearches,  by  the  means 
of  her  fpies  and  other  agents,  without  fuc- 
cefs,  (he  at  laft  formed  one  of  the  moft  hor- 
rid proje&s  that  ever  entered  into  the  head 
of  a  profligate  woman.   This  fliocking  idea 
ifuggefted  itfelf  to  her,  in  confequence  of 
her  having  obferved,  that,  of  late,  Zeluco 
difplayed  a   particular    diflike  to  Captain 
Seidlits,  and  of  his  mentioning  to  her  fonu- 
thing  of  hi6  wife's  grief  at  parting  with 
her  brother,  and  endeavouring  to  ridicule 
thes  pathetic  manner  in   which   they  had 
taken  leave  of  each  other. 
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Ohliqua  imridia*  ftimiilifque  agiubat  aaaris* 

Vno. 

T  N  due  time,  however,  Laura  was  fafely 
delivered  of  a  fon;  and  as  her  Jiufband 
feldom  went  near  her,  even  to  afk  how  fhe 
idid,  fhe  had  a  very  quick  and  complete 
recovery ;  in  little  more  than  a  month  after 
her  delivery,  fhe  was  at  church,  where  Ne- 
rina  had  the  mortification  of  feeing  her 
with  undiminifhed  beauty,  and  in  all  the 
grace  of  elegant  fimplicity*  She  could  not 
but  obferve  that  Laura  attracted  the  regard 
and  commanded  the  admiration  of  all  the 
fpeftators,  while  fhe  herfelf,  although  often- 
tatioufly  drefled,  was  paffed  over  without 
attention  by  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  did  not 
know  her,  and  with  looks  of  difdain  by 
thofe  who  did.    Had  Nerina  been  aware 

of 
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of  Laura's  coming,  fee  would  have  avoided 
fuch  an  occafion  of  comparifon,  well  know-* 
ing  that  the  featiments  of  the  fpe&atora 
would  be  againft  her.  This  incident)  how- 
ever^ redoubled  her  malice  againft  Laura, 
particularly  as  it  happened  at  a  time  when 
(he  was  already  fretted  at  Laura's  having 
a  fon  j  and  the  apprehenfion  that  he  might 
be  the  means  of  turning  the  heart,  of  Zc- 
luco  from  herfelf  to  his  wife. 

In  profecution  of  her  plan,  Nerina  Some- 
times introduced  the  mention  of  Captain 
Seidlits,  remarking  with  a  carelefs  and  un- 
defigning  air,  that  he  was  confidered  by 
many  people  as  the  handfomeft  man  in 
Naples. 

Zeluco  laughed  at  this,  faying,  That 
they  were  no  great  judges  of  male  beauty 
who  harboured  fuch  an  opinion* 

*c  Yet  in  the  opinion  of  moft  people^ 
fatd  Nerina,  "  they  are  the  Adjudges  j  fqf 
you  may  think  what  you  pleafe,  but  this  it 
a  very  general  notion  among  the  ladies/1 
.  ic  I  did  not  know  before,"  faid  Zeluco, 
?'  that  the  proportions  of  a  porter,  and  the* 

ftrut 
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i!rut  of  a  Pruffian  ferjeant,  had  been  fb 
much  to  their  tafle/* 

*4  The  blunt  franknefs  of  bis  manner 
is  certainly  better  adapted  to  a  camp  than  a 
drawing-room/*  rejoined  Nerina;  "  yet  he 
undoubtedly  is  a  very  great  favourite  with 
the  Neapolitan  ladies  ;  many  of  whom  are 
thought  to  have  cultivated  the  acquaintance 
of  your  wife,  and  fung  her  praifes  where* 
ever  there  was  a  likelihood  of  their  being 
repeated,  for  no  other  reafon,  than  tha£ 
they  might  be  on  a  good  footing  with  him ; 
for  his  great  affe&ion  for  his  filler,  and 
her  influence  with  him,  are  pretty  generally 
known/' 

Thefe  hints,  however,  had  no  other  im- 
mediate efFett,  than  drawing  from  Zeluco 
fome  farcafms  againft  the  perfon  or  addrefs 
of  Captain  SeidJits. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  infant  increafed  ia 
flrehgth  and  beauty,  and  began  to  diftia* 
guifh  obje&s ;  and  one  day  in  particular, 
being  dandled  by  the  nurfe,  he  fmiled  ia 
the  fcce  of  Zeluco*  Hard  of  heart  and 
unfeeling  as  he  was,  the  froiles  of  his  child 

melted 
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toeltcd  him  into  tender nefs. — He  caught 
the  infant  in  his  arms,  and,  yielding  to  the 
power  of  nature,  he  indulged  the  affe&ioa 
of  a  father. 

1  The  pleafiire  of  thofe  fenfations  made  fo 
ftrong  an  impreflion,  that  he  could  not  re-  • 
frain  from  praifing  the  beauty  of  the  child 
in  the  prefence  of  Nerina. 

Thefe  praifes  from  him  were  gall  and 
wormwood  to  her;  they  made  her  for  a 
moftient  forget  her  ufual  caution,  and  ri£k 
difcovering  her  aim  by  precipitation. 

<c  The  child  muft  of  courfe  be  ftrong  and 
handfome,"  faid  ftiej  "for  I  hear  he  is  the 
exprefs  image  of  Captain  Seidlits*"— -"  Cap- 
tain Seidlits !"  repeated  Zeluco. 

fC  Yes,"  rejoined  fhe,  with  a  carelefs 
air,  "» nothing  can  be  more  natural  ;  the 
Captain  being  fo^-hrother  to  the  child's 
mother. " 

"  I  never  remarked  any  fuch  refem- 
blance,"  faid  Zeluco,  after  a  confiderable 
paufe. 

c<  No!"  faid  Nerina;  "  then  perhaps 
there  is  nothing  in  it ;  and  all  thofe  who 
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have  been  ftruck  with  the  likenefs,  muft  be 
miftaken." 

Perceiving  that  her  infinuation  had  taken 
effe&j  with  an  air  of  carelefs  levity,  Ihe 
turned  the  difcourfe  to  other  fubjeds ;  Ze- 
Juco  did  not  attempt  to  bring  it  back  to 
this,  but  was  at  intervals  thoughtful  and 
mufing  through  the  reft  of  the  evening ; 
of  this  Nerina  took  no  notice,  but  by  gay 
and  licentious  fongs,  by  mimickry  and  at 
thoufand  playful  tricks,  feemed  intent  on 
nothing  but  amufing  herfelf  and  him/ 

The  poifon  which  this  artful  woman  thus 
«dminiftered  continued  to  ferment  in  the 
mfnd  of  Zeluco,  and  occupied  his  thoughts 
by  day  and  nighu  A  long  familiarity  with 
vfce,  and  every  fpecies  of  profligacy,  made 
that  appear  probable  to  him,  which  to  a  man 
of  integrity  would  feem  next  to  importable. 

He  now  called  to  his  remembrance  many 
circumftances  in  themfelves  frivolous,  and 
which  had  made  no  impreffion  when  they 
occurred,  but  which  now  added  ftrength  to 
the  horrid  insinuations  of  Nerina.  The  mu- 
tual  regard  which  had  always  appeared  be* 

tweea 
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tween  Laura  and  het  brother — their  fequef- 
tered  walks  at  the  firft  arrival  of  Seidlits— 
his  frequent  vifits  to, his  fifter  when  alone 
— her  eagerncfs  to  have  him  inftead  of 
Carloftein  in  the  carriage  with  her  when 
they  returned  from  Baia— their  mutual  ten- 
dernefs  when  they  lift  parted,  the  confufion 
which  Seidlits  had  betrayed,  and  his  abrupt 
departure  on  Zeluco's  entering  the  room— 
and  finally,  the  refemblance  which  he  ima- 
gined had  (truck  fo  many  people  between 
Captain  $eidlits  and  the  child.  He  alfo  re-  * 
-colle&cd,  that  although  his  marriage  took 
place  five  weeks  before  Seidlits  arrived  at 
Naples,  yet  the  child  was  not  born  till  near 
ten  months  after  that  period. 

To  thofe  circumftances  a  ridiculous  inci- 
dent gave  a  degree  of  fupport,  which,  in 
the  difturbed  imagination  of  Zeluco,  a- 
mounted  to  full  proof. 

He  entered  the  nurfery  one  day  when  he 
knew  that  Laura  was  not  there  ;  after  talk- 
ing, a  little  to  the  nurfe  about  the  child,  he 
had  the  weaknefs  to  fay,  for  the  infinua- 
tions  of  Nerina  deprived  him  of  cool  re- 
U  2  fteftion, 
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fle&ion,  he  had  the  weaknefs  to  fay  to  the 
nurfe,  "  Which  of  your  Lady's  relations 
do  you  think  this  child  refembles  moft  ?" 

•*  La,  Sir/'  replied  the  nurfe, fC  why,  his 
own  father,  fure." 

"  Idiot/  which  of  my  wife's  relations,   I 
fay  ?"  added  Zeluco. 

Laura's  maid,  who  was  prefent,  wifhing 
to  correct  the  nurfes  want  of  accuracy,  in- 
terpofed,  faying,  €t  Your  excellency,  you 
know,  is  my  Lady's  relation  by  marriage, 
though  not  by  blood*" 
.  "  Who  defired  you  to  interfere,  mif- 
trefs?"  faid  Zeluco,  angrily;  then  turn- 
ing to  the  nurfe,  he  refumed :  "  Do  you 
not  think  he  is  like  his  uncle  Captain  Seid- 
lits  r 

"  Jefu, Maria  !"  cried  the  nurfe, tc  What 
makes  your  excellency  think  fo  ?*' 

'H  Speak  without  evafion,  woman,''  ex- 
claimed Zeluco.  "  Do  you  .not  think  him 
like  my  wife's  brother,  Captain  Seidlits  ?" 

€f  O  Lord,  yes,  an't  pleafe  your  excel- 
,lency,"  cried  the  nurfe,  terrified  at  his  man- 
ner j  H  very,  like  Captain  Seidlits." 

«c  You 
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cc  You  have  heard  many  people  remark 
il,"  continued  he  ;  u  have  you  not?" 

€i  A  great  many  indeed,"  cried  the  nurfe, 
who  began  now  to  think,  that  as  Seidiits 
was  a  (lately  man,  Zeluco  was  flattered  by 
bis  child  being  thought  like  him ;  betides, 
{he  was  fo  flurried  by  his  paffionate  manner 
pf  queftioning,  that  (he  would  have  echoed 
back  whatever  queftion  he  could  have 
siked. 

But  Laura's  maid,  who  had  been  filenced 
$t  the  beginning,  could  no  longer  reftrain 
herfelfj  for  fhe  had  fufpe&ed  Zeluco  of 
jealoufy  ever  fmce  the  adventure  of  the 
jjiirror;  and  imagined  that  his  prefent 
queftioning  proceeded  from  the  fame  mo* 
^ive. 

u  How  dare  you  utter  fuch  a  horrid 
falfehood/'  cried  the  maid  to  the  nurfe, 
"  you  bafe  lying  huffy,  you  ?" 

"  It  is  you  who  are  a  lying  huffy,"  re- 
torted the  nurfe. 

"  Who  did  you  ever  hear  fay  fuch  a 
thing?"  faid  the  maid. 

U  3  The 
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The  nurfe  meant  to  injure  Laura  no  more 
than  the  maid  ;  but  was-  fo  piqued  at  the 
maid's  attack,  and  at  her  own  veracity's 
being  called  in  queftion,  that  (he  was  ready 
to  have  fupported  the  lie  fhe  had  been 
frightened  into,  by  her  folemn  oath,  rather 
than  have  yielded  the  point  to  the  maid. 

"  Who  did  I  ever  hear  fay  it  ?  I  have 
heard  a  hundred,"  faid  the  nurfe  boldly. 

"  A  hundred  !  O  wretch !"  cried  the 
maid,  turning  up  her  eyes. 

4C  Ay,  a  thoufand,  ten  thoufand,^  conti- 
nued the  nurfe. 

"  You  never  did,  you  never  could,*"  ex- 
claimed the  maid,  "  for  the  child  refembles 
his  own  father." 

"  That  does  not  prevent  his  being  ex- 
ceedingly like  Captain  Seidlits/'  continued 
the  nurfe ;  "  and  I  am  convinced,  if  he 
lives,  that  he  will  be  as  ftately  a  man  to  the 
full." 

"  Hold  your  fcandalous  tongue,1'  voci- 
ferated the  maid,  *'  you  vile,  worthlefs, 
lying  wretch ;  the  child  refembles  no  man 
but  my  mafter." 
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"  He  is  »  tea  thoufaad  times  liker  Cap- 
tain Seidlits,"  cried  the  nurfe,  in  a  violent 
rage ;  "  and  all  the  world  think  fo,  ai)d  fay 
fo." 

"  All  the  world  T'texclaimed  th$  maid, 
lifting  her  eyes  and  arms. 

€i  Yes,  all  the  world/*  repeated  the 
nurfe ;''  and  if  you  will  only  call  them 
into  the  roomy  they  will  tell  you  fo  to  your 
face." 

Zeluco  withdrew,  frowning  and  biting 
his  lips.  Madame  de  Seidlits  with  Laura 
came  into  the  room  foon  after,  and  the  al- 
tercation ceafed. 


u* 
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CHAP.    LXXXIV. 

The  Danger  of  vickty  Confidences— rlnfig^ 
nation  of  Laura. 

T  N  his  prefent  ftate  of  mind,  Zeluco 
might  naturally  have  queftioned  hia 
confidential  valet  on  this  fubjeft,  to  know 
what  he  had  remarked  refpe&ing  the  beha- 
viour of  Laura  and  her  brother  j  but  this 
man  was  no  longer  on  the  fame  footing 
with  him  that  he  had  formerly  been. 

The  valet  had  long  beheld  with  indig- 
nation the  influence  which  Nerina  gained 
with  his  matter,  and  endeavoured  to  coun- 
teract it  by  every  means  in  his  power;  but 
in  befieging  the  heart  and  retaining  the 
favour  of  a  perfon  of  Zeluco's  character, 
Nerina  was  a  more  fkilful  engineer  than 
the  valet ;  befide.%  (he  made  ufe  of  more 
powerful. artillery  than  he  was  poffefled  of. 

Nerina 
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Nerina  therefore,  having  completely  gained 
the  afcendency,  did  not  chufe  that  Zeluco 
fhould    have   an  old   confidential   fervant 
about  him,  who  was  not  devoted  to  her  in* 
tereft.     She  took  every  opportunity  of  dif- 
gufting  the  mafter  with  this  man,  while  by 
mkny  underhand  means  {he  endeavoured 
to  render  the  man  equally  tired  of  the 
mafter ;  pretending  all  the  while  that  fhe 
was  the  valet's  friend. 
v    The  fellow  was  not  fo  eafily  duped  as  fhc 
imagined ;  convinced  of  her  enmity,  de- 
spairing of  regaining  the  favour  of  Zeluco, 
$md  prompted  by  hatred  to  both,  he  waited 
fecretly  on  Sigqora  Sporza,  gave  her  a  cir- 
cumftantial  account  of  the  pretended  rob* 
hers  who  had  attacked  Laura  and  her  on 
their  return  from  Mount  Vefuvius;   and 
allured  her  that   he  hirafelf  had  charged 
the  piftols  with  powder  only,  but  when  it 
appeared  from  Zeluco's  wound,  that  one  of 
them  had  been  loaded  with  ball,  he  faid, 
•  he  recoljeded  that  in  a  fmall  box  in  his 
matter's  writing-deft,    he  had  feen  four 
piftol  bullets  the  day  immediately,  preced- 
ing 
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ing  the  expedition  ;  and  that  on  examining 
the  fame  box  at  his  return,  he  found  only 
two,  from  which  he  concluded  that  Zeluco 
had  fecretly  put  the  other  hrace  into  the 
piftol  delivered  to  the  fervant,  with  an  in* 
tention  no  •  doubt  of  murdering  Signora 
Sporza,  for  he  had  given  the  fervant  par- 
ticular dirc&iotis  to  fire  it  in  her  face:  That 
the  wounding  of  Zeluco,  therefore,  was  in- 
tirely  accidental,  owing  to  the  hurry  of  the 
fervant,  and  the  balls  having  miffed  her. 

The  valet  finiflied  his  narrative,  by  de- 
claring, that  his  motive  in  giving  her  this 
information,  was  good-will  to  Signora 
Sporza,  againft  whom  Zeluco  ftill  retained 
his  ancient  malice ;  and  a  regard  for  Laura's 
fafety,  whofe  life,  he  faid,  was  alfo  in  dan- 
ger from  a  hufband  fo  very  wicked,  and 
'who  was  entirely  under  the  dominion  of  a 
woman,  more  wicked,  if  pofiible,  than  him- 
fclf. 

After  rewarding  the  man  for  his  intelli- 
gence, Signora  Sporza  enjoined  him  to  men- 
tion it  to  no  other  perfon,  but  to  continue 
to  beh^ye  to  his  mailer  as  ufual,  that  there 

might . 
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might  be  no  fufpicion  of  an  underftanding 
between  the  valet  and  her;  and  to  remain 
quite  inactive,  till  (he  had  time  to  confulf 
with  her  friends  what  meafdres  {hould  be 
adopted,  of  which  the  valet  fhould  receive 
timely  notice  ;  and  he  might  rely  on  being- 
ftill  more  liberally  rewarded. 

Signora  Sporza  communicated  the  whole 
of  this  man's  narrative  to  Laura,  whom  it 
furprifed  and  flocked  exceedingly  }  for  bad 
as  her  opinion  was  of  h<jr  hufband's  dif- 
pofition,  {he  never  had  thought  him  capable 
of  this  degree  of  wickednefs.  She  was 
filled  likewife  with  indignation  at  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  iham  attack  by  which  her 
pother,  and  fhe  herfelf,  had  been  in  fome 
jneafure  impofed  upon,  while  (he  felt  the 
greateft  contempt  for  the  man  who  was 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  a  pitiful 
trick,  to  throw  a  falfe  luftre  on  hfs  cha- 
racter. 

Signora  Sporza  gave  it  as  her  opinion, 
that  Laura  fhould  write  to  her  brother, 
prefs  his  immediate  return,  throw  herfelf 
into  his  protection,  and  feparate  for  ever 

from 
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.  from  her  horrid  hufband  ;  adding,  that  hia 
attachment  to  Nerina,  and  fear  of  Captain 
Scidlits,  would  induce  him  to  agree  to  the 
feparation  on  proper  terms.  But  Laura, 
who  laid  little  ftrefs  on  what  Signora  Sporza 
meant  by  termst  felt  herfelf  under  great 
difficulty  in  determining  how  to  proceed ; 
for  (he  thought  her  brother  a  very  improper 
negociator  with  Zeluco :  and  then,  although 
flie  had  nd  doubt  of  her  hufband's  willing - 
hefs  to  feparate  from  her,  (he  was  afraid 
he  might  object  to  her  having  the  child, 
from  whom  fhe  could  not  without  pain  be 
abfent,  and  whom  fhe  could  not  without 
horror  abandon  to  the  immediate  care  ancj 
future  example  of  fuch  a  father. 

After  much  reflexion  (he  wrote  to  her 
brother,  exprefling  a  defire  of  his  fpeedy 
return,  but  not  in  the  mod  urgent  terms  j 
nor  did  (he  aflign  any  particular  reafon, 
but  requefted  that  he  would  incldfe  hia 
anfwer  under  cover  to  Signora  Sporza. 
When  Laura  had  finifhed  her  letter,  (he 
told  her  friend,  that  at  her  brother's  re- 
turn (he  would  explain  her  views  to  him 

in 
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in  the  mod  cautious   manner,  and  in  the 
prefence  of  his  friend  the  Baron  Carloftein. 

She  determined  at  the 'fame  time,  that 
in  cafe  her  hufband  contented  to  leave  the 
child  even  for  a  few.  years  under  her  care 
after  the  feparation  took  place,  that  (he 
would  infift  on  Carloftein's  leaving  Naples  ; 
and  if  he  refufed,  (he  refolved  never  after 
to  admit  his  vifits,  even  in  the  company  of 
her  mother  or  brother.  She  wiftied,  how- 
ever, that  Carloftein  fhould  remain  till 
every  thing .  regarding  the  feparation  was 
fettled,  becaufe  he  would  be  a  check  to  the 
impetuofity  of  her  brother;  and  alfo  be- 
caufe fhe  hoped  that  through  his  influence 
with  her  hufband,  he  would  prevail  on  him 
to  agree  to  the  article  neareft  her  heart,  of 
leaving  the  child  to  her  own  care  and  ma- 
nagement. 

Self-fufficiency  was' no  part  of  this  ami- 
able woman's  character,  however  virtuous 
her  inclinations  were;  (he  was  confcious  of 
a  partiality  for  Carloftein,  which  convinced 
her  that  her  fafeft  courfe  was  to  forego  the 
pleafure  of  his  company  entirely. 

In 
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In  the  mean  while  the  heart  of  Zeluctf 
glowed  with  rage  againft  Laura  and  Seid-» 
]its,  and  he  revolved  in  his  mind  various 
plans  of  revenge ;  but  as  his  wrath  was 
deadly,  he  wifhedto  adopt  fuch  an  one  as 
would  at  once  fatiate  his  vengeance  and  fe- 
cure  his  fafety. 

The  laft  he  thought  inconfiftent  with  his 
*  making  Nerina  a  confident  of  his  mea- 
fures ;  for  in  fpite  of  his  partiality  for  her, 
and  his  believing  that  fhe  had  a  great  deal 
for  him,  he  knew  that  this  might  not  al- 
ways be  the  cafe,  and  therefore  he  medi- 
tated fome  plan  of  revenge  which  required 
not  her  afiiftance,  and  which  he  meant  to 
poftpone  till  the  return  of  Seidlits,  being 
determined  to  involve  both  the  brother  and 
filler  in  the  fame  ruin. 

Ashe  imagined,  however,  that  he  fliould 
need  an  accomplice  for  fome  part  at  leaft  of 
the  fcheme,  he  began  to  footb  his  valet, 
and  behave  in  a  more  confidential  manner 
to  him,  with  a  view  to.  conciliate  matters  ; 
but  this  fellow  having  been  feduced  into 
vice  and  not  originally  a  villain,  was  not 
3  fufficiently 
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fufficiently  a  hypocrite  to  deceive  his  matter. 
Zeluco  perceived  thrqugh  his  affe&ed  ob- 
fequioufnefs,  that  the  man  was  difobliged, 
and  not  to  be  trufted  ;  although  he  had 
never  been  the  confident  of  his'  matter  in 
any  thing  of  fo  much  importance  as  that 
which  now  occupied  his  thoughts,  yet  Ze- 
luco was  confcious  that  this  man  was  ac- 
quainted with  certauTparts  of  his  conduct 
which  he  would  not  like  to  have  revealed 
to  the  world.  On  obferving  therefore  the 
mutinous  ftate  of  his  valet's  mind,  which 
he  had  overlooked  before,  he  determined 
to  keep  him  in  as  good  humour  as  he  could 
till  Seidlits  returned,  and  then  fend  him  on 
fome  pretext  to  Sicily,  where  he  knew  how 
to  have  him  difpofed  of  in  a  manner  more 
agreeable  to  his  own  fefety. 
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CHAP.    LXXXV.  ' 

Heretir'd'unfeen, 
To  brood  in  fecret  on  his  gatber'd  fpleen, 
And  methodize  revenge.  DrtdeH* 

HP  HE   mind  of  Zeluco  being  ingroffed 
with   thefe    defperate    purpofes,    he 
pafled  much  of  his  time  in  folitude  and 
meditation. 

As  he  walked  early  one  morning  towards 
the  hill  of  Paufilippo,  he  obferved  two  men 
coming  out  of  the  grotto:  they  feemed 
converfing  together  when  Zeluco  firft  faw 
them  ;  but  as  he  approached,  one  fell  be- 
hind the  other,  and  a  little  to  one  fide.  As 
he  who  was  moft  advanced  drew  near,  Ze- 
luco recognifed  him  for  an  old  acquaint* 
ance  ;  his  name  was  Bertram,  the  fon  of  a 
clergyman  of  Geneva,  who,  from  a  fpirit 
of  adventure  to  which  the  natives  of  that 
city  are  much  addicted,  had  travelled  into 

Spain, 
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Spain,  to  vifit  a  relation  who  was  fecretary 
to  an  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Madrid, 
through  whofe  intereft  this  young  maggot 
a  commiftion  in  the  Spanifh  fefvice*  Ze- 
luco  had  been  feveral  times  in  company 
with  him  at  Madrid  ;  and  particularly  once 
a  fhort  time  before  Zeluco  himfelf  left  that 
city,  he  had  met  Bertram  at  a  gaming 
houfe,  and  ftript  him  of  all  his  money  : 
this  circumftance  ferved  to  make  each  re- 
colled  the  other.  After  the  ufual  compli- 
ments, "  You  were  very  unfortunate  the 
laft  night  we  were  in  company  together,'* 
faid  Zeluco. 

"  It  was  thought  f<?," anfwered Bertram.. 

"  I  am  much  afraid  that  what  I  won  put 
you  to  much  inconveniency/'  rejoined  Ze* 
luco. 

"  Such  inconveniencies  muft  fometimea 
be  expe&ed  by  thofe  who  play,"  faid  Ber* 
tram. 

*c  You  have  quitted  the  Spanifh  fervice, 
I  prefume,"  refumed  Zeluco. 

«c  I  have,"  faid  the  other.    . 

Vol.  II.  X  "  You 


jm  Z  E  L  u  c  a 

€i  You  do  not  think  of  leaving  Naples 
f«m?" 

"  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  leave  it  im- 
mediately," laid  Bertram. 

«  How  for 

€i  Why/*  continued  Bertram,  with  a 
fmiie ;  "  You  find  me  in  the  condition  in 
which  you  left  me — without  money ;— in 
fhort,  I  have  overfhotmy  credit,  and  I  now 
wait  for  a  fmall  remittance  to  enable  me  to 
leave  this  place/' 

Zeluco  then  told  him  he  fhould  be  happy 
to  accommodate  him  in  whatever  fum  he 
needed;  "  I  am  engaged  thia  morning/9 
added  he,  "  but  if  you  will  walk  a  little 
after  it  is  dufk  in  the  fquare  before  the 
palace,  I  will  fqon  join  you,  and  conduct 
you  to  a  place  where  we  may  have  a  cheer- 
ful glafs  together ;  I  am  impatient  to  hear 
your  adventures  fince  we  parted/' 
'  Bertram  promifed  to  meet  him  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed.  They  then  part- 
ed, and  each  continued  his  walk ;  but  Ze- 
luco immediately  turning,  (aid  to  Bertram, 

«  You 
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ri  Yoli  had  beft  not  mention  my  narilefj 
ftor  hint  to  any  perfon  that  we  are  acquaint* 
tdj  the  reafon  of  this  caution  you  will 
know  ftteteafter ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  I 
can  only  tell  you,  u  will  not  be  ih  jny  power 
to  ferve  you  as  I  intend,  if  you  do." 

Bertram  allured  him  he  would  not,  and 
they  again  took  leave  of  each  other. 

Zejuco  remembered,  that  this  Bertram 
Was  confidered  at  the  time  he  knew  him,  as 
a  young  fellow  of  defperate  fortune  and 
devoted  to  gaming,  but  refpedted  on  ac- 
count of  the  prefence  of  mind  and  intre* 
Jpidity  with  which  he  had  extricated  him* 
ielf  from  a  very  hazardous  adventure,  in 
which  he  was  involved  before  Zelucd  ar- 
rived at  Madrid,  and  which  was  much  talk*, 
ed  of  at  the  time.  Zeluco  had  heard  no 
more  of  him  after  he  himfelf  left  Spain,  but 
imagined  he  was  ruined  by  play,  and  had 
.  now  become  an  adventurer  living  by  his 
Wits,  and  ready  for  any  defperate  enter- 
Jprife  in  which  there  was  a  likelihood  of 
bettering  his  fortune.  What  added  ftrength 
to  his  conjectures  was,  his  having  remarked 
X  9       .    .  fa 
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tbc  man  who   was  ia  conversation  with 
Bertram  before  Zeluco  joined  him :    this 
man  Zeluco  was  perfuaded  he  had  feen  with 
a  chain  around  his  leg,  working  among  the 
malefadors  at  Caflerta ;  which  very  fufpi- 
cious  circumftaocc,  and  the  fellow's  retir- 
ing and  ftanding  aloof,  while  Bertram  and 
he  converfed,  convinced  Zeluco  that  his  old 
acquaintance  was  juft  fuch  a  perfon  as  he 
was  in  want  of.     He  had  not  fully  deter- 
mined in  wliat  manner  he  mould  employ 
him,  but  a  variety  of  disjointed  ideas  of 
vengeful  import  floated  in  his   imagina- 
tion i  and  he  much  withed  to  attach  to  his 
views  a  man  fuch  as  he  took  Bertram,  to  be, 
needy,  daring,  and  profligate;  but  he  knew 
that  the  aid  he  expeaed  from  him  was  of  a 
Mature  which  made  it  highly  expedient 
both  for  his  own  fafety  and  that  of  his 
auxiliary,  that  their  acquaintance  with  each 
other  flxould  not  be  known,  for  which  rea- 
fon  he  was  impatient  till  they  feparated,  left 
they  flaould  be  obferved  converfing. 
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CHAP.    LXXXVI. 

■   ■       .Thou  haft  been 
As  one,  in  fuffipring  all,  that  fuffers  nothing ;     . 
'    A  roan,  that  fortune's  buffets  and  rewards 

Haft  ta'en  with  equal  thanks ;  and  bleft  are  thofc, 
Whofe  wit  and  judgment  are  fo  well  commingled 
That  they  are  not  a  pipe  for  fortune's  finger 
To  found  what  flop  {he  pleafe.       'Shakespeare, 

A  T  the  time  appointed,  Bertram  walked 
before  the  palace  gate,  and  was  foon 
joined  by  Zeluto,  wrapped  in  a  Portuguefe 
cloak,  who  defiring  him  to  follow,  con* 
du<5ted  him  through  various  winding  al- 
leys, to  the  door  of  a  detached  houfe, 
which,  on  ringing  a  bell,  feemed  to  open 
of  itfelf,  for  nobody  appeared ;  but  Zeluco, 
after  carefully  (hutting  the  door,  led  Ber- 
tram into  a  room  commodioufly  fitted  upf 
with  a  cold  collation  and  various  kinds  of 
wine  on  the  table. 

X  3  This 


This  apartment  Zeluco  kept  for  the  pup-, 
pofe  of  eqtertaining  fuch  friends  as  it  waa 
inexpedient  to  invite  to  his  own  houfe. 
Nerina,  and  others,  had  frequently  met 
bim  here:— *the  fervants  were  previoufly 
inftruded  what  they  fhould  provide;  and 
the  guefts  were  fervid  with  whatever  they 
needed,  by  the  means  of  a  turning  cup- 
board, fuch  as  is  ufed  in  cqnvents. 

"  I  hate*  being  incommoded  with  ftr- 
Tants,v  faid  ZeluQQ?  "  particularly  oq  an 
occafion  of  this  kind,  when  I  am  to  en-* 
joy  %  confidential  converfation  with  an  old 
friend*  I  have  therefore  taken  care  that 
no  domeftic  (hall  interrupt  us.— Pray  help 
yourfelf  to  what  you  like." 

After  they  had  flipped  and  drank  a  few 
glaffes  of  wine? — cc  I  am  much  afraid/' 
faid  Zeluco,  "  that  the  four  hundred.  doU 
l»rs  I  won  from  you  ^t  Madrid  put  you  tQ 
great  ipcoqveniency,  for  I  remember  I  wa$ 
afterwards  informed  you  were  in  debt  at 
that  time/' 

•  ♦  J  was  iade?d,"  (kid  Bertram, 

«  Wctt 
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.    u  Well  then,  I  hope  you  loon  after  won 
double  the  fum,"  faid  Zeluco. 

#c  I  have  never  played  fince,"  anfwered 
Bertram. 

"  Never  1"  cried  Zeluco. 
Ic  Never  ;*  replied  Bertram. 

gi%  How  did  you  contrive  to  pay  your 
debts  then  ?''  faid  Zeluco. 

"  A  brother  officer,  hearing  of  my  ill 
luck,  paid  me  an  old  debt  which  I  had 
defpaired  of  ;-*-thLs  helped;  roe  greatly;—^ 
living  on  half  my  pay  for  feveral  month* 
did  the  reft ;  at  laft  J  had  the  plea  fur]?  of 
paying  all  my  debts  to  the  laft  farthing/' 

"  Jt  is  next  to  impoffible,"  faid  Zeluco, 
"  for  an  officer  in  the  Spanifh  fervice,  of 
the  rank  you  then  were,  to  live  on  his  full 
pay  y  I  cannot  conceive  how  you  contrived 
to  exift  on  the  half." 

*c  More  difficult  things  may  be  perform* 
ed  by  thofe  who  are  refolved  to  be  juft," 
replied  Bertram;  "  I  was  under  the  ne* 
ceffity  of  living  very  poorly  to  be  fure; 
hut  if  I  had  not,  fome  of  piy  creditors* 
X  4  who 
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•I 

who  were  poor  trades-people,  muft  have 
ftarved."       , 

And  what  if  they  had,  thought  Zeluco, 
and  then  faying  aloud;  u  So  to  prevent 
their  ftarviog,  you  half  ftarved  yourfelf  ?" 

"  Not  quite  fo,  Signor,v  replied  Ber- 
tram ;  "  thbugh  to  be  fure  toy  table  was 
not  fumptuous." 

€t  This  muft  have  been  a  very  cruel 
courfe  of  equity,  however/'  faid  Zeluco. 

"  I  have  been  repaid  by  the  fatisfa&ion 
it  has  afforded  me  fince,"  replied  Bertram. 

"  I  dare  fwear  you  often  curfed  me  in 
your  heart,"  faid  Zeluco. 

"  A  curfe  has  fometimes  efcaped  my 
lips,"  faid  Bertram  ;  €c  but  I  do  not  re- 
member my  having  ever  curfed  any  body 
in  my  heart." 

"  I  (hould  forgive  you  if  you  had. — The 
lofs  of  four  hundred  dollars  to  one  in  your 
cir^umftances  was  a  dreadful  misfortune/* 
added  Zeluco. 

H  I  hope  they  were  of  fervice  to  you," 
(aid  Bertram }  c<  for  their  lofs  was  one  of 

the 
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the  luckieft  things  that  ever  happened  to 
me.  I  was  obliged  to  pinch  fo  hard  to 
make  it  up,  that  1  have  thought  myfelf  in 
affluence  ever  fince." 

"  You  are  a  philofopher/'  faid  Zeluco, 
f  and  bear  misfortunes  with  great  forti- 
tude." / 

u  I  have  .hardly  ever  had  any  to  bear," 
faid  Bertram. 

iC  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  you  fay  fo/f 
fejoined  Zeluco ;  "  becaufe  I  was  told  that 
the  four  hundred  dollars  which  I  won,  was 
but  the  conclufion  of  a  very  perfevering 
run  of  ill  fortune.— I  heard  you  loft  near 
{even  thoufand  dollars  in  the  fpace  of  a 
month.*' 

"  Thereabout/'  faid  Bertram. 

u  And  what  in  the  devil's  name  do  you 
call  that  ?"  fcid  Zeluco. — <c  Surely  a  mair 
in  the  fituation  you  then  were,  who  lofea 
fuch  a  fum  in  the  courfe  of  a  month's  play, 
jruift  think  himfelf  very  unfortunate.*' 

4i  Not  if  he  previoufly  win  it  all  in  the 

courfe  of  a  week's  play/'  replied  Bertram, 

.  fc  which  was  precifely  my  cafe.— r I  could 

never 
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never  have  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  feve* 
thoufand  dollars*  if  I  had  not  fii;ft  had  the 
good  fortune  to  win  them.99 

4i  That  is  not  the  ufual  way  in  which 
men  calculate  their  own  misfortunes,'9  faid 
Zeluco, 

44  It  is  the  fair  way,  however,"  rejoined 
Bertram  ;  "  for  the  mod  fortunate  man 
that  ever  exifted  will  be  proved  to  be  un- 
fortunate, if  you  throw  out  all  the  lucky 
incidents  of  his  life,  and  leave  the  unlucky 
behind;  but  I  had  one  piece  of  good  for- 
tune which  I  have  not  mentioned." 

c<  What  was  that  ?"  .faid  Zeluco.   . 

u  Out  of,  the  firft  thoufand  dollars,  I 
remitted  feven  hundred  to  my  father." 

€i  The  devil  you  did/'  cried  Zeluco. 

"  Yes,"  faid  Bertram,  «  I  thank  Hea- 
ven, I  put  that  out  of  the  power  of 
ehance." 

M  The  old  boy  I  hope  repaid  you  three- 
fold ?"  faid  Zeluco.  ' 

"  Ay,  ten- fold,"  replied  Bertram  ;  "for 
he  informed  me  by  the  next  port,  that  it 

had 
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bad  enabled  him  to  clear  off  &mt  debts 
that  diftreffed  him  exceedingly/' 

^  But  after  your  lofs  with  me/*  faid  Ze* 
Juco,  "  I  am  furprifed  you  never  agaia 
tried  your  fortune  at  play/' 

"  It  required  all  my  fortitude  to  abftain 
from  it/'  faid  Bertram  ;  «*  for  although 
deep  play  is  little  known  among  the  citizen* 
of  Geneva,  I  was  early  led  into  it  by  a 
young  Englifliman  with  whom  I  was  inti- 
mate before  I  left  that  city,  I  continued 
to  play  with  uncommon  fuccefs  after  I  went 
to  Madrid.  This  propenfity  grew  into  a 
paffion,  and  I  was  thoughtlefs  and  unjuft 
enough  to  rifk  in  play  with,  you  the  money 
which  I  had  appropriated  for  the  difcharge 
of  what  I  owed  to  trades- people  and  others, 
for  which  as  I  felt  a  degree  of  remorfe 
which  I  never  before  experienced,  I  deter- 
mined to  effect  the  difcharge  of  my  debts 
by  the  moft  rigid  ceconomy ;  yet  I  muft 
own  I  was  often  ftrongly  tempted  to  try 
my  fortune  once  more  at  play ;  for  it  00 
m  curred  to  me  that  by  a  few  fuccefsful  throws 
of  the  dice  1  might  abridge  many  lingering 
$  months 
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months  of  economy  ;  but  I  refle&ed  on 
the  other  hand,  that  in  cafe  I  fhould  lofe, 
it  would  be  at  the  expence  of  thofe  poor 
creditors  whom,  by  a  ftrid  adherence  to 
my  plan  of  oeconomy,  it  was  in  my  power 
to  pay.— While  I  wa6  balancing  this  matter 
in  my  mind,  I  received  a  letter  from  my 
father,  which  decided  the  point.  I  paid 
the  money  I  had  in  my  hands  equally 
among  my  creditors,  and  dire&Iy  after  be- 
gan my  courfe  of  (economy,  in  which  I 
perfevered  till  I  was  entirely  free  from 
debt;  and  I  have  never  played,  nor  been  in 
debt  fince." 

u  Your  father's  letter  muft  have  contain- 
ed  very  forcible  reafoning,"  faid  Zeluco, 
€t  to  produce  fuch  an  effeft." 

"  It  contained  a  recapitulation  of  thofe 
principles  which  he  had  inftilled  into  my 
mind  in  my  childhood;  an  adherence  to 
which  has  been  the  fource  of  all  the  com* 
fort  I  have  had  in  life,  and  from  which  I 
never  deviated,  in  the*  fmalleft  degree, 
without  remorfe." 

.«  I  fhould 
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fC  I  (hould  be  glad  to  fee  this  powerful 
epiftlc,  or  hear  what  you  can  recoiled  of 
it,"  faid  £eluco. 

"  I  am  forry  I  have  it  not  about  me," 
faid   Bertram;  "  for  there   is   a   peculiar 
energy  in  my  father's  ftyle  to  which  my 
memory  cannot  do  juftice.     The  letter  in 
queftion  was  written  in  confequence  of  his 
having  heard  that  I  was  patronifed  by  a 
certain  man  in  power,  from  whom  I  had 
reafon  to  expeft  promotion ;  from  this  he 
took  occafion  to  remind  me,  that  the  favour 
of  men  was  precarious,  and  often  guided 
by  caprice  ;  that  they  might  finile  upon  me 
to-day,  and  negleft  me  to-morrow,  how- 
over  uniformly  zealous  I  might  be  to  retain 
their  good^will ;  but  he  earneftly  intreated 
me  to  make  it  my  chief  ftudy  to  find  fa- 
vour in  the  eyes  of  my  Creator,  in  whom 
there  is  no  variablenefs,   nor  fliadow  of 
turning.*' 

.    "  Your  father    was   a  clergyman,   no 
doubt/*  faid  Zeluco,.  ftifling-a  laugh. 

€l  He  was,"  replied  Bertram, "and  there 
never  was  a  worthier." 

H  But 


"  But  did  he  give  you  any  hint  how  yoti 
were  to  become  a  favourite?  I  mean/* 
continued  Zeluco, "  befide*  the  old  way  by 
devotion  and  religious  ceremonies." 

"  My  father's  devotion  lay  in  his  heart,* 
laid  Bertram,  "  and  was  little  embarrafled 
with  ceremonies/9 

"  Well  ihefi,*  continued  Zeluco,  "  hotf 
Were  you  to  carry  your  point  ?ff 

u  By  the  duties  of  humanity  and  bene- 
volence to  my  fellow-creatures,  and  by  the!, 
inoft  ftrid  integrity ;  he  recommended  par- 
ticularly that  I  fliould  liften  to  the  di&ates 
6f  confidence,  which  he  called  the  voice  of 
God,  and  which)  even  in  this  life,  pu  hi  flies 
and  rewatds  in  d  certain  degree,  according' 
to  our  condud.  If  ever/*— continued  Ber- 
tram, giving  the  words  of  his  father's 
letter*  fl  If  ever,  my  fou,  you  fhould  feci  a 
propenfity  to  do  ah  unfair  thing,  overcome 
it  immediately,  for  no  earthly  confideratidtt 
ean  make  it  your  intereft. — Heaven  and 
earth  (hall  pafo  away,  but  this  truth  fhall 
remain,  Whatfoever  a  man  Jbwetb  that  hi 
Jkall  reap.    Therefore,  toy  dear  Bertram, 

never* 
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never,  O  never,  be  fuch.a  fool  as  to  be  a 
knave." 

Bertram  repeated  this  part  of  the  letter 
with  unufuai  fervour,  and  Zeluco,  who 
was  difpofed  to  turn  the  whole  into  ridi* 
cule,  had  certain  fenfations  which  fpoilt  his 
inclination  to  mirth*  He  remained  for 
feme  time  in  a  kind  of  reverie  ;  then  rout- 
ing himfelf,  he  looked  at  Bertram,  faying', 
••  Well,  Sir,  what  happened  next  ?" 

"  I  told  you/'  refumed  Bertram,  "  that 
before  I  read  this  admonition,  my  confci- 
ence  had  been  whifpering  that  it  was  not 
quite  fair  in.  me  to  rifk  the  money  which 
the  poor  trades-people  flood  (b  much  in 
need  of;  yet  my  avarice,  or  love  of  play, 
whichever  you  pleafe,  was  endeavouring 
to  filence  thefe  whifpers  with  all  the  fo- 
phiftry  they  could  mutter.  But  I  thank 
God,  my  father's  letter  coming  to  the  aid 
of  confidence,  I  had  the  ftrength  to  a&  a* 
I  did.'1 

By  this  time  Zeluco  plainly  perceived 
that  his  old  acquaintance  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent kind  of  man  from  what  he  had  ex* 

pe&ed, 
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pe&ed,  and  would  by  no  means  fuit  hi* 
purpofe  -,  yet  he  felt  a  ftrong  curiofity  to 
know  the  whole  of  his  hiftory.  Zeluco 
therefore  purfuing  his  inquiries  i  c<  Upon 
the  whole,  however,"  tefumed  he*  *  yo« 
xnuft  have  paffed  your  time  but  uncom- 
fortably in  the  Spanifh  fervice  ?" 

<c  Forgive  me/'  replied  Bertram ;  u  after 
1  had  paid  my  debts,  my  time  was  fpent 
-very  cheerfully :  my  mind  was  free  front 
felf- reproach;  I  pofteffed  the  friend&ip  of 
fome  officers  of  fenfe  and  honour ;  I  enjoy- 
ed good  health  and  good  fpirits,  for  I  fo 
contrived  matters  that  my  hours  never 
hung  on  my  hands,  but  were  rather  too 
fhort  for  my  employments ,  at  night  I  fell 
afleep,  fatisfied  with  the  manner  I  had 
paffed  the  day,  and  rofe  every  morning  in 
fpirits  to  perform  my  duty,  and  eager  tff 
improve  my  mind." 

In  the  courfe  of  Zeluco's  inquiries,  Ber- 
tram informed  him,  that  after  remaining 
fome  years  in  the  Spanifh  fervice,  a  brother 
of  his  mother's  had  made  him  an.  advanta- 
geous propofal,  which  would  have  enabled 
9  him 
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him  to  live  comfortably  in  his  own  country, 
to  which  he  had  for  fome  time  felt  a  ftrong 
defire  of  returning ;  his  father,  and  other 
relations,  having  written  very  prefling  let- 
ters to  that  pyrpofe. 

"  You  difpofed  of  your  commiffioa,  and 
returned  accordingly  ?"  faid  Zeluco. 

<c  I  could  not  immediately  indulge  my 
own  defire,  nor  yield  to  the  intreaties  of 
my  friends,**  replied  Bertram  ;  "  becaufe 
there  was  a  rumour  of  war,  which  fome 
time  after  was  verified ;  fo  I  thought  my- 
felf  bound  in  honour  to  remain  with  the 
regiment,  which  foon  was  feat  on  a&ive 
fervice," 

€i  The  extraordinary  expence  to  which 
officers  are  put  during^  \V*r,  would  bear 
hard  on  you,  who  had  no  refource  but  your 
pay/'  faid  Zeluco. 

*'  Very  fortuAately  I  had  ftudied  mathe- 
matics and  fortification  at  Geneva,  and  was 
frequently  employed  as  an  engineer,  for 
which  I  received  additional  pay ;  this  en- 
abled me,"  replied  Bertram,  "  to  live  as 
well  as  other  officers  of  my  rank,  and  to 

Vol.  II.  Y  remit 
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remit  a  fmall  Aim  of  money  to  a  female 
coofm  of  mine  at  Geneva,  who  bad  fallen 
under  the  difpleafure  of  her  other  rela- 
tions/' 

"  Th\%  coiffin  was  young  and  handibme, 
no  doubt/'  faid  Zeluco. 

€t  On  the  contrary,"  faid  Bertram,  u  Ihe 
was  an  elderly  woman,  who  never  had  been 
handfome,  but  had  made  a  raflx  marriage, 
difapproved  of  by  all  her  relations/' 

*•  What  then  interefted  you  fo  much  in 
her?"  faid  Zeluco;  "  her  mental  accom- 
plishments and  virtue  no  doubt  ?" 

cc  Her  accompliihments,  poor  woman," 
.  replied  Bertram,  a  never  were  confpicu- 
ous,  and  rumour  was  by  no  means  favour- 
able to  her  reputation  in  the  other  parti- 
cular:  in  Ihort,  her  conduft  afforded  fuch 
juft  grounds  to  her  neareft  relations,  to 
abandon  her,  that  I  thought  myfeif  bound 
to  befriend  her,  beeaufe  her  other  friends 
were  either  too  angry  or  too  much  afliamed 
of  her  to  afford  her  any  affiftance." 

"*  But  pray/'  faid  Zeluco,  "*  when  did 
you  quit  the  Spanifh  fervice  i'\ 

«  At 
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*  *  At  the  peace,*'  replied  the  other* 
tf  when  our  regiment  was  ordered  home/' 

u  I  remember  to  have  heard  that  one  of 
the  captains  of  your  regiment  died  on .  the 
paffage;  I  fuppofe  you  were  promoted  to 
the  company  ?" 

tt  As  I  was  the  oldeft  lieutenant  in  the 
regiment)  and  had  received  two  wounds 
in  the  fervice,  my  friends  flattered  me  I 
fhould ;  but  it  was  given  to  a  young  of- 
ficer, nephew  to  a  grandee  of  Spain." 

t%  That  was  hard,"  faid  Zeluco. 

"  Not  particularly  fo,"  faid  Bertram  j 
11  meri  of  family  have  been  allowed  ad- 
vantages in  all  Cervices ;  it  can  hardly  be 
expe&ed  that  they  will  ferve  otherwife  ; 
and  if  this  young  gentleman  had  been  pro- 
moted to  a  company  in  any  other  regiment, 
it  would  have  been  equally  hard  on  the 
oldeft  fubaltern  of  that  ^egiment.,, 

<c  But  probably  this  was  a  pcrfon  of  little 
or  no  trier  it/'  faid  Zeluco. 

"  Forgive  me,"  replied  .Bertram ;  cc  he 

is  a  very  fpirited  young  man,  and  I  am 

Y  %  convinced 
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convinced  from  what  I  know  of  him,  will 
prove  an  excellent  officer." 

"  I  fhould  have  thought  it  damned  hard, 
however,  had  I  been  in  your  place,  that 
another  (hould  carry  away  the  whole  re* 
ward  due  to  me." 

"  He  did  not  carry  away  the  whole," 
faid  Bertram ;  tl  for  my  behaviour  on  fe- 
deral occafiQns  was    publicly  approved  of 
by  the  general,  and  praifed  by  the  whole 
army;    my  worthy    father,    and  all    my 
friends  at  Geneva,   were  informed  of  it, 
a&d  rejoiced  at   the  intelligence;  befides, 
I  have  the  approbation  of  my  own  mind,  I 
am  confciou?  of  having  been  ever  faithful 
to  my  truft,  and  of  having  done  my  duty 
as  a  foldier.     I  had  the  happinefs  of  being 
loved  by  the  foldiers  as  well  as  the  officers 
t>f  the  regiment ;  many  of  the  poor  fellows 
were  in  tears  when  I  left  them*     You  muft 
be  fenfible  that  this  is  a  very  pleating  re- 
ward, and  occafions  delightful  feafations." 
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A  fight  of  horror  to  the  cruel  wretch, 

Who  a'l  day  long  in  fordid  pleafure  rollM, 

Himfelf  an  ufelefs  load,  has  fquander'd  vile, 

Upon  his  fcoundrel  train,  what  might  have  cheerM 

A  drooping  family  of  modeft  worth. 

But  to  the  generous  ftill  improving  mind, 

That  gives  the  hopelcfs  heart  tofing  for  joy, . 

Diffusing  kind  beneficence  around  ; 

To  him.  the  long  review  of  ordered  life 

Is  inward  rapture.  Thomson, 

A  S  Zeluco  had  never  felt  any  of  the 
delightful  fenfations  which  Bertram 
allnded  to,  he  became,  a  little  impatient 
at  this  obfervation.  "  Well,  well/*  faid  he, 
c*  all  this  is  mighty  fine ;  but  pray*  my  good 
Sir,  what  man  was  he  whom  I  (aw  in  con- 
yerfation  with  you  this  morning,  a  little 
before  I  joined  you  ?" 

"  That  man/'  replied  Bertram,  fmiling, 

<c  is  juft  liberated  from  the  gallies  ;  he  is 

my  only  attendant ;  if  my  fuite  be  not  nu- 

Y  3  merous, 


34*  Z  E  L  U  C  O. 

merous,  Signor,  you  mull  allow  that  it  is 
felea." 

"  Liberated  from  the  gallies  !"  cried  Zc- 
•  luco,  with  affe&ed  furprife. 

"  Yes,  he  was  condemned  to  the  gallies 
or  to  hard  labour  for  life  ;  it  comes  to  the 
fame  thing;  his  lad  employment  was  at 
the  royal  works  of  Cafferta  with  other 
Haves,  fome  Chriftian,  fome  Mahometan/9 

u  But  how  came  you  connected  with 
him  ?"  faid  Zeluco. 

<c  You  fhall  hear,*1  replied  Bertram. 
u  Having  quitted  the  Spanifti  fervice, 
and  returned  to  my  native  city  of  Geneva, 
I  lived  in  the  moft  agreeable  manner  j  and 
this  poor  man,  a  Savoyard  by  birth,  was 
my  footman;  he  is  a  good-natured  crea- 
ture, though  not  very  clever,  and  I  fought 
no  other :  in  the  mean  time,  a  worthleii 
fellow,  a  Piedmontcfe,  came  to  Geneva, 
and  filling  my  fervaot's  head  with  many 
fine  ftories  concerning  Italy,  per fuaded  him 
to  quit  my  fervice,  and  accompany  him  to 
that  country,  whither  this  Piedmantefe  was 
returning  from  France.  They  travelled  to- 
gether 
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gether  to  Milan,  where  failing  in  their  en- 
deavours to  get  into  fervice,  and  their  mo* 
ney  being  exhausted,  they  inlifted  in  an 
Auftrian  regiment,  but  had  not  been  quite 
a  month  in  this  Situation,  when  the  Pied- 
ynontefe  was  recognifed.  by  two  NeapolU 
tans,  as  a  perfon  who  had  been  impriibned 
above  three  years  before  at  Naples^  qn  a$ 
accufation  of  robbery  with  affaflln^tion,  but 
had  made  his  eicape  from  prifoij.  An  in* 
formation  to  this  purpofe  being  formally 
ipade,  the  Pied montefe  was  taken  into  cus- 
tody, and  my  poor  Antonio,  who  had  acr 
compaoied  him  to  Milan,  and  enlifted  *t 
the  fame  time,  was  feized  and  committed 
to  prifon  as%  his  accomplice ;  for  the  witr 
aeffes  declared  there  had  been  two  men  en- 
gaged in  the  robbery,  although  only  one 
had  been  apprehended  at  Naples. 

***  On  a  requifition  by  the  Neapolitan  re- 
fidcnt  at  Milan,  they  were  both  fent  to 
Naples,  but  the  Piedmontefe  had  the  dex- 
terity to  make  his  'efcape  on  the  journey, 
and  Antonio  alone  wad  brought  prifoner  to 
this  city.  *  The  preemptions  againft  him 
Y  4  were 
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were  greatly  ftrengthened  -  by  the  tircum- 
fiance  of  a  feal  having  been  found  in  bit 
pocket,  which  it  was  proved  had  belonged 
to  the  murdered  perfon. 

"  It  was  in  vain  that  the  wretched  An- 
tonio told  the  manner  he  had  made  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Pied  montefe— that  he 
had  been  in  fervice  at  Geneva  at  the  time 
the  murder  was  committed; — that  he  had 
bought  the  feal  of  his  companion  who  had 
efcaped;  with  many  other  particulars,  all 
,  of  them  true,  but  none  of  them  credited 
by  his  judges :  however,  as  there  was  no 
dire£t  proof  of  his  having  perpetrated  the 
crime,  he  was  not  convidted  capitally,  but 
was  condemned  to  a  puoifhment  in  mod 
people's  eyes*  more  fevere,  hard  labour  for 
life. 

"  The  perfon  who  had  been  robbed  and 
murdered  was  a  man  much  efteemedron 
account  of  his  char  after  and  manners;  by 
bis  untimely  death,  ,a  refpe&able  family 
were  in  danger  of  being  reduced  from  af- 
fluence to  poverty:  this  created  a  general 
fympathy.     The  murder  was  fuppofed  to 

have 
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have  been  accompanied  with  cireumftances 
peculiarly  cruel ;  the  laft  excited  as  much 
indignation  as  the  former  did  compaf- 
lion. 

"The  more  atrocious  a  crime  is,  there 
certainly  is  the  lefs  probability  that  the  in- 
dividual who  happens  to  be  taken  up  on 
fufpicion  of  having  perpetrated  it,  is  really 
guilty ;  for  this  plain  reafon,  that  a  much 
greater  proportion  of  mankind  are  capable 
6f  commiffirig  a  little  crime  than  a  very 
great  one ;  but  it  happens  frequently,  that 
the  juft  indignation  againft  the  crime  fs 
rafhly  and  unjuftly  applied  againft  whoever 
is  firft  accufed ;  and  the  very  circumftancfc 
of  uncommon  atrocity  which  ought  to  ren- 
der us  difficult  in  the  admiffion  of  tfie 
charge,  is  fometimes  the  caufe  of  a  preci- 
pitate and  unjuft  condemnation.  This  feems 
toi  have  been  the  cafe  in  the  inftance  of 
poor  Antonio. 

"  He  has  fince  told  me,  that  he  wrote  to 
me  immediately  after  receiving  his  hard 
fentence;  but  whether  from  the  letterfs 
having  been  negle&ed  by  the  perfon  to 

whom 
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whom  he  gave  it  to  be  put  into  the  poft+, 
office,  or  from  whatever  other  caufe,  it 
sever  came  to  my  hand ;  but  after  he  had 
been  feveral  months  in  this  fituation,  I  re* 
ceived  a  letter  which  gave  me  the  firft  in- 
telligence of  his  misfortune;  it  was  written 
in  all  the  fimplicity  of  truth  :  to  convey  *a 
idea  of  the  horrors  of  bis  fate  required 
not  the  aid  of  eloquence.  "  I  am  condemn- 
ed/' faid  he,  "  to  flavery  for  my  whole 
life,  on  account  of  a  murder  committed  at 
Naples  when  I  was  in  your  fervice  at  Ge- 
neva." 

u  The  blockhead   defeived  to  fuffer," 
faid  Zeluco,  'c  for  his  folly  in  leaving  your 
fervice,  where  he  was  happier  than  he  de- 
served." 

"  The  poor  fellow,"  replied  Bertram* 
€t  made  that  very  obfervation  in  his  letter; 
but  furely,  Sirr  his  fufferings  were  too  fo 
vere  for  a  piece  of  levity,  or  that  love  of  va- 
riety fo  natural  to  us  all.  I  wasfoihock- 
ed  with  the  idea  of  an  innocent  man's  being 
unjuffly  condemned,  that  my  firft  impulfe 
wastpfet  out  immediately  for  Naples;  but 

oa 
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on  my  mentioning  this  to  fome  of  my 
friend*,  they  afiured  me,  that  an  atteftation 
of  the  man'*  having  been  in  my  fervice  at 
the  time  of  the  murder,  and  for  a  confider- 
able  fpace  before  and  after,  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  procure  his  liberty.  This  was  im- 
mediately drawn  up  in  due  form,  and  fent 
to  Naples,  inclofed  in  a  letter  to  an  emi- 
nent lawyer  of  that  city. 

"  But  Antonio's  difmal  fituation  haunted 
me  day  and  night.  I  could  not  walk  into 
the  fields  without  thinking  on  his  being 
chained  to  endlefs  labour— nor  eat  a  meal 
without  refle&ing  on  the  fcanty  morfel 
moiftened  with  tears  on  whidi  the  wretched 
Antonio  fed— nor  lie  down  in  my  bed 
without  dreaming  I  beheld  the  unhappy 
man  (tnetched  on  the  damp  pavement  of  a 
dungeon.  H  Alas,"  cried  I,  <c  is  it  a£ing  up 
to  the  Divine  precept,  do  as  you  would  be 
done  by r,  to  truft  the  liberty  and  life  of  an 
innocent  man  to  a  letter,  which  may  have 
0ii(carried  or  prove  ineffe&ual  ?  If  I  go 
myfelf,  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  identify 
the  man,  and  by  a  thoufand  circumftances 

make 
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make  bis  innocence  fo  evident,  that  I  muft 
infallibly  procure  his  immediate  liberty." 
Thefe  and  fimilar  reflexions  ingrofled  my 
mind  entirely.  I  was  by  no  means  fatisfied 
with  my  own  condud,  and  you  know, 
Sir,"  continued  Bertram, €i  that  when  a  man 
'  Hands  condemned  at  the  bar  of  his  own 
confeience,  it  is  of  fmall  importance  to  his 
happinefs  to  be  thought  innocent  by  all  the 
reft  of  the  World ;  for  my  own  part  I  felt 
myfelf  fo  unhappy  on  this  occafion,  that 
in  compaflion  to  myfelf,  as  well  as  to  An- 
tonio, I  fet  out  for  this  city,  before  I  could 
receive  any  anfwer  to  my  letter. 

44  Moft  fortunate  it  was  for  Antonio  and 
for  me  that  I  did  fo.  The  lawyer  to  whom 
my  letter  was  addreffed  was  gone  to  Mefc 
fina,  and  my  letter  disregarded.  I  found 
poor  Antonio  at  hard  labour  at  Caflferta, 
among  a  number  of  wretches  againft  Whom 
crimes  had  been  proved  fimilar  to  that  of 
which  he  was  prefumed  guilty. 

<{  To  paint  the  poor  fellow's  joy  and  gra- 
titude at  fight  of  me/9  continued  Bertram, 
"  is  not  in  my  power ;  but  I  did  not  find 

it 
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it  fo  eafy  a  matter  to  procure  his  liberty  as 
I  cxpeded  :  I  had  more  difficulty  in  pre- 
vailing on  fome  to  whom  I  addrefled  my- 
felf,  only  to  hear  my  ftory,  than  I  thought 
I  (hould  have  had  in  obtaining  the  whole 
of  my  objedi ;  and  when  they  had  heard  it, 
they  feemed  to  think  it  of  lefs  importance 
than  I  ever  before  believed  one  human 
.creature's  happinefs  could  poffibly  be  to  an- 
other. 

"  None  of  them  exprefled  any  doubt 
of  the  man's  innocence,  yet*  few  would 
give  themfelves  the  leaft  trouble  to  get  him 
relieved :  they  (hrugged  up  their  fhoulders, 
faid  it  was  hard  on  the  man,  but  no  bu- 
finefs  pf  theirs.  I  am  convinced,  Sir,  that 
it  would  fhock  you,  were  I  to  defcribe  every 
circumftance  of  the  favage  hardnefs  of  heart 
and  felfifh  indifference  which  were  difcover- 
ed  by  fome.  Well,  I  wifh  thofe  gentlemen 
much  good  of  their  infenfibility.  I  dare 
fay  it' may  have  faved  them  fome  unpleafant 
moments,  which  I,  and  I  doubt  not  youf 
Sir,  have  felt !  But  of  xhis  I  am  convinced, 

that 
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that  when  I  fucceeded  at  length  in  procur- 
ing Antonio's  liberty,  my  fatisfa&ion  was 
little  inferior  to  his  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  it  will  afford  me  pleafure  to  my  laft 
hour;  and  ib,  Sir,  I  leave  you  to  judge 
whether  or  not  I  have  reafon  to  rejoice  in 
having  made  this  jaunt  to  Naples." 

Zeluco's  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  ground 
during  the  latter  part  of  Bertram's  narra- 
tive )  and  he  continued  (ilent  and  penfive 
for  feme,  time  after  it  was  finiflied.  His  re- 
flexions feemed  not  of  a  pleafing  nature, 
feveral  fighs  efcaped  from  him  j  if  he  then 
threw  back  a  glance  on  his  own  paft  life, 
he  would  difcover  no  cheering  ray  reflected 
from  a&s  of  benevolence  to  brighten  tHe 
gloomy  retrofpeft,  no  cordial  drop  of 
felf-approbation  to  comfort  his  drooping 
ipirits. 

*•  I  fear  my  long  flory  has  tired  you, 
Sir,"  faid  Bertram ;  "  here  is  to  your  good 
health,11  added  he,  filling  his  glafs. 

u  I  pledge  you  with  all  my  heart,"  faid 
Zeluco,  endeavouring  to  (hake  off  reflexion, 

in 
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in  which  however  be  did  not  fuceeed,  till 
be  hadalmoft  entirely  drowned  thought  in 
repeated  bumpers. 

In  the  courfe  of  their  conveHation,  Ze- 
luco  renewed  the  offer  he  had  made  in  the 
morning,  of  furnifhiog  Bertram  with  what 
money  he  had  occafion  for,  till  the  letter  of 
credit  which  he  expe&ed  (hould  arrive ; 
but  Bertram  aflured  him  that  he  was  al- 
ready accommodated.  The  fad  was,  that 
Buchanan  having  accidentally  heard  that  a 
fervant  had  been  redeemed  from  flavery  by 
his  matter*  had  gone  and  converfed  with 
the  man  himfelf,  from  whom  he  heard  ali 
the  particulars*  of  which  he  was  fo  full, 
that  on  returning  home  he  entered  into 
the  room  where  Mr.  N  was  alpne,  fay- 

ing, "  O  Sir,  I  have  fomething  to  tell  you, 
which  I  am  fure  will  do  your  heart  good  fo 
hear  !tf — He  then  gave  him  the  whole  ftory 
as  he  had  received  it  from  the  Savoyard* 
concluding  with  this  reflexion :  <f  I  really 
do  imagine*  Sir,  that  there  is  fomething  in 
the  air  of  mountainous  countries  exceed- 

r 

iogly  favourable  to  kindnefs  of  heart.— I 

have 
no 
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have  heard  federal  travellers  declart  that 
they  had  met  with  more  hofpitality  in  a 
fhort  tour  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland, 
than  in  their  journies  over  all  Flanders  and 
the  Low  Countries,  although  the  laft  are 
as  full  of  populous  towns  as  the  former  is 
of  mountains." 

iC  This  Bertram  is  a  citizen  of  Geneva, 
whole  territories  are  not  mountainous/' 
faid  Mr.  N ,  fmiling. 

€i  Your  honour  will  be  pleafed  to  re- 
member," replied  Buchanan,  "  that  Ge- 
neva is  fituated  by  a  fine  lake,  juft  as  the 
village  of  Buchanan  is  by  Loch  Lomond  ; 
and  there  are  mountains  at  no  great  diftance 
from  both." 

Ic  1  had  forgot  that,"  faid  Mr.  N 1 

"  but  I  am  fo  charmed  with  the  behaviour. 
of  this  man,  that  I  fhould  like  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  him,  although  it  could  be 
proved  againft  him  that  he  had  been  born 
above  a  hundred  miles  from  any  lake  or 
mountain." 

Mr.  N— — -  went  tlie  very  next  morning 
to  call  on  Bertram,    and  found  him  as 

ha 


ZELUCa  355 

he  returned  from  his  firft  interview  with 
Zeluco,  telling  him  he  had  done  himfelf  the 
h6nour  of  waiting  on  him  exprefsly  to  fo- 
lieit  the  acquaintance  of  a  man  of  fo  much 
worth.  In  thfe  courfe  of  their  converfation, 
Mr.  N-  ■»■■  ■  discovered  that  he  had  been 
well  acquainted  with  Bertram's  father  when 
he  himfelf  hid  hepn  at  Geneva,  and  when 
Bertram  was  inr  the  Spanish  fervice.  Mr: 
N  at  the  fame  time  told  Bertram,  that 

he  had  received  .  many  civilities  from  his 
relations,  and  fpoke  of  his,  father  in  fuch 
terms  of  regard  as  brought  the  tears  into 
the  fon's  eyes ;  who  although  he  at   firft 

had  declined  Mr.  N 's  offer,  now  told 

him  he  would  with  pleafure  make  ufe  of 
his  banker  for  what  money  he  might  need, 
till  his  own  credit  (hould  arrive. 

Zeluco  feemed  difappointed  on  finding 
that  he  was  anticipated  in  fixing  an  obli-, 
gation  on  Bertram.  He  afked,  Whether  he 
had  mentioned  to  Mr.  N-  any  thing  of 
their  prefent  meeting  ? 

4<  1  fancy,  Sir,"  faid  Bertram,  a  little 
gravely,  l4  you  have  forgot  that  I  promifed 

Vol.  II.  Z  not 
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not  to  mention  my  being  acquainted  whk 
you  to  any  body." 

Zcluco  begged  bis  excufe,  faying,  be 
bad  forgot ;  adding,  that  it  would  be  a6 
longer  necefiary  to  conceal  their  acquaint* 
ance,  and  invited  him  to  dine  with  him  tint 
following  day. 

Bertram  exprefled  no  defirt  of  know* 
ing  Zeluco's  reafon  for  hi*  former  wifh 
of  concealment,  or  for  the  fecret  ftranncr 
in  which  they  had  met.  He  perceived  that 
Zeluco  began  to  be  affe&ed  by  the  wine, 
and  imputed  his  lofs  of  memory,  and  his 
negle&ing  to  explain  this,  to  that  circum*- 
ftance. 
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Lentus  in  meditando  ubi  proropuiflet,  triftibus  di£tis 
atracia  Afta  cortjuhgfbat.  TacJt. 

*  i'MiE  fufpicions  which  rankled  in  the 
breaft  of  Zeluco  would  perhaps  have 
gradually  loft  their  force,  and  at  length  died 
away,  had  they  not  been  carefully  cherifti- 
ed  and  'kept  alive  by  the  watchful  malice 
of  Nerina.  She  adapted  and  linked  toge- 
ther every  accidental  circumftance  in  fuch 
an  artful  manner,  that,  to  the  difturbed 
fancy  of  Zeluco,  they  formed  a  chain  of 
irrefragable  force ;  the  abfurd  anfwers  of 
the  nurfe  to  his  queftions,  and  the  paffionate 
interference  of  Laura'B  maid,  which  of 
themfelves  had  made  a  ftrong  impreffion  on 
his  mind,  received  additional  ftrength  from 
the  comments  of  Nerina. 

As  the  tranfa&ions&f  his  pall  life  often  pre* 

fented  themfelves  to  Zeluco's  mind  in  pain- 

ful  review  j  it  is  probable,  that  the  fufpicions 

Z  a  which, 
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which*  with  a  vendidive  fpirit,  he  had 
formerly  raifed  in  the  bread  of  the  Portu- 
guefe,  now  afforded  him  no  very  agreeable 
reflexion ;  and  the  anguifh  which  Zeluco 
himfelf  felt,  from  the  idea  of  his  not  being 
the  father  of  Laura's  child,  /eems  a  juft  re- 
tribution for  the  thorns  which,  on  a  fimi- 
lar  occasion,  he  had  planted  in  the  bread 
of  another. 

Laura  obferved  an  increafiog  gloom  on 
the  countenance  of  her  hufband,  and  was 
Ihocked  and  terrified  at  the  looks  he  fbme- 
times  threw  on  his  child.  She  mentioned 
this  to  Signora  Sporza,  who,  not  having 
obferved  it  herfelf,  perfuaded  Laura,  that 
what  alarmed  her  proceeded  entirely  from 
her  viewing  the  looks  and  attions  of 
Zeluco  through  a  medium  of  additional 
gloom  ever  fince  the  information  given  by 
the  valet, 

A  packet  of  letters  arrived  from  Captain 
Seidlits,  in  which  was  one  addrefTed  to  Mr. 

N ,  one  to  Signora  Sporza,  and  one  to 

Madame  de  Seidlits,  but  none  to  Laura. 
This  omiffion  was  a  circumftance  of  hew 

fufpicion 
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fufpicion  in  the  eyes  of  Zeluco,  who  was 
with  Madame  de  Seidlits  when  fhe  opened 
the  cover  of  the  letters.  He  fufpetted  what 
was  really,  the  cafe,  that  there  was  a  letter 
for  Laura  inclofed  in  that  for  Signora 
Sporza ;  and  had  he  been  without  a  wit- 
nefs,  it  is  not  impoflible  but  he  might^have 
had  the  me^nnefs  to  have  broken  open  the 
x  letter.  Madame  de  Seidlits  fent  it  by  her  own 
fervant  to  Signora  Sporza,  and  Zeluco  re- 
mained on  the  watch  to  obferve  whether 
Signora  Sporza  did  not  fend  or  bring  a 
letter  to  Laura,  She  thought  proper  to 
bring  it  herfelf,  and  Zeluco  met  her  as  (he 
was  going  to  Laura's  apartment.  He  ac- 
cofted  her  -with  affiimed  cheerfulnefs,  faid 
he  was  going  to  drive  out  for  a  few  milps, 
and  being  perfuaded  fhe  would  not  accept, 
he  invited  her  to  accompany  him  in  the 
carriage;  which  fhe  having  declined,  he 
bade  her  adieu,  faying,  he  would  return 
within  a  few  hours ;  and  immediately  went 
out  of  the  houfe,  but  returned  through  the 
garden  to  his  own  apartment,  by  a  door  of 
which  he  alone  had  the  key,  and  from 
Z  3  thence 
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thence  paflfed  unobferved  into  a  fmall  roam 
adjoining  that  in  which  Laura  and  Signora 
Sporza  were  converfing.  His  defign  was  to 
difcover  whether  his  fufpicions  regarding 
the  letter  were  well  founded,  and  to  hear 
what  pa(Ted  between  the  two  friends,  when 
they  thought  themfelves  unobferved,  and 
him  at  a  di (lance. 

Zcluco  could  not  diftin&ly  hear  every 
word  that  patted  ;  but  from  what  he  did 
hear,  he  under  ft  ood  that  a  letter  had  come 
from  Captain  Seidlits  to  Laura  j — that  the 
Captain  with  his  friend  Carloftein  would 
arrive  very  foon ; — that  Laura  earneftly 
wifhed  to  be  feparated  from  him  as  foon  as 
poffible,  provided  fhe  fhould  be  permitted 
to  take  her  child  with  her  >— and  at  laft 
he  heard  Laura  with  a  rai fed  voice  dif- 
tin&ly  pronounce  thefe  words :  <c  O  my 
deareft  brother,  had  you  arrived  a  few 
weeks  fooner  at  Naples,  I  fhould  never 
have  been  united  to  this  paean  perfidious 

Zeluco  was  fo  tranfported  with  rag?  on 
hearing  this*  that  he  mechanically  drew  his 

ftUettot 
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ftiietto,  *pd  was  pn  the  poiat  of  burftiag 
into  the  room,  and  ftabbing  his  wife,  whet* 
bearing  the  Voice  of  Signora  Sporza,  he 
was  again  tempted  to  liften. 

Signora  Sporza  endeavoured  to  footh  and 
quiet  the  mind  of  Laura  by  admonitions  to 
patience  and  fortitude,  reprefenting  that 
{he  would  in  a  very  fbort  time  have  the 
pleafme  of  embracing  her  brother,  who 
would  vnqueftionably  fall  on  means  to  free 
her  for  ever  from  her  odious  tyrant ;  re- 
minding  her  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  wag 
of  the  utmoft  importance  to  manage  the 
temper  of  the  monfter,  till  fuch  time  as  he 
fhould  agree  to  deliver  the  child  to  ber 
care. 

She  then  told  Laura,  that  fhe  was  obliged 
to  make  a  few  morning  vifits,  but  would 
fee  her  in  the  evening  ;  and  took  her  leave. 
Zeluco  remained  for  fome  time  boiling 
with  indignation  in  his  liftening-place, 
which  he  left  at  Jaft,  and  came  round  to 
the  room  in  which  Laura  was.  She  had 
juft  received  her  child  front  the  nurfe  when 
Zeluco  entered,— -He  made  a  motion  with 
Z  4  ,        his 
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his  hand  for  the  nurfe  to  retire,  which  fhe 
diredtly  did,  leaving  the  child  in  Laura's 
arms. 

Zeluco  walked  backward  and  forward 
for  fome  time  with  a  morofe  and  gloomy 
countenance9  without  fpeaking  or  feeming 
to  take  notice  of  either. 

As  this  was  nothing  unufual,  Laura  paid 
no  attention  to  it,  not  did  fhe  remark  the 
dreadful  humour  he  was  in,  till  turning 
quick  upon  her,  he  faid,  with  a  fierce  look, 
4i  Don't  you  think  that  child  very  like  his 
father,  Madam  ?M 

u  He  is  much  too  young,1'  replied  fhe, 
«  for  his' features  to  announce  any  parti- 
cular likenefs." 

"  I  have  been  told,"  faid  he,  €<  that  he 
already  displays  a  raoft  ftriking  resemblance 
to  your  brother." 

"  I  am  happy  to  hear  it,"  faid  Laura, 
careffing  the  child. 

€i  Have  you  the  audacity  to  fay  fo,  Ma- 
dam, and  to  my  face  ?"  exclaimed  Zeluco, 
furioufly. 

*  Wh^ 
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'  «  What  is  it  that  you  mean,  Sir  ?M  cried 
Laura,  rifing  from  her  feat ;  for  the  child 
fcr earned,  being  alarmed  at  Zeluco's  loud 
and  threatening  voice. 

"  Peace-*4nceftuous  baftard  !"  exclaim- 
ed he,  grafping  the  infant  by  the  throat 
with  frantic  violence* 

H  Ah,  monfter !  you  murder  your  child !" 
cried  Laura,  agonized  with  terror,  and  en- 
deavouring to  remove  his  diftra&ed  hand. 

It  was  removed  too  late; — the  child  ne* 
ver  breathed  more. 

The  wretched  mother  funk  again  upon 
her  feat ;  her  foul  fufpended  between  hope 
and  defpair,  while  her  imploring  eyes  were 
rivetted  on  the  face  of  the  infant,  which  lay 
breathlefs  on  her  knee. 

The  women  hearing  a  confufed  noife, 
ruflied  into  the  room : — every  means  were 
ufed  for  the  recovery  of  the  child  $ — all 
were  fruitlefs. 

When  it  became  certain  that  there  was 
no  hope,  Laura,  yielding  to  defpair,  clafped 
the  dead  infant  to  her  bofom,  crying,  "  O 

my 
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my  child  {  my  child !  take  thy  miferable 
mother  with  thee  to  the  grave  !"  and  (he 
dire&ly  fell  fcnfelefs  on  the  floor. 

The  child's  body  being  removed,  Laura 
was  carried  to  her  bed  in  a  ftate  of  iqfenfi- 
t>ility. 


?nuc(a  & 
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Notre  repentir  n'eft  pas  tant  ui\  regret  di*  mal  que 
nous  avons  fait,  qu'un*  craintc  de  celui  qui  nous 
en  peut  arriver.  Rochefoucault^ 

Yy  HEN  it  appeared  that  the  child  was 
irrecoverably  gone*  Zeluco's  jealous 
phrenzy  cfwiodled  into  pcrfonal  fear,  left  he 
fliauld  be  called  to  account  for  the  murder 
of  the  child.  To  the  attendants,  therefore, 
he  made  a  great  difplay  of  concern  for  the 
child's  death,  and  ftill  more  for  the  confe-^ 
quences  it  might  have  on  the  health  of  his 
beloved  wife.  And  when  Signora  Sporza 
returned,  he  took  care  to  meet  her,  and 
informed  her,  before  the  nurfe  and  other 
domeftics,  with  an  air  of  infinite  forrow, 
That  the  dear  infant  had  been  feized  on  a 
fudden  in  a  moft  unexpected  manner  with 
convulfions  while  he  was  in  his  mother's 
arms ;  and  that,  in  fpite  of  all  the  means 
Which  could  be  ufed  to  faye  his  life,  the 

■  /     poor 
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poor  child  had  expired;  oh  which  Laura 
had  immediately  fainted,  and  nothing  but 
his  concern  for  her  had  prevented  him  from 
being  in  the  fame  ftate  ;  that  fhe  ftill  con- 
tinued very  much  difturbed,  for  which  rea- 
fon  it  was  highly  proper  to  keep  her  quiet 
mad  feci uded  from  all  company;  for  the 
fight  of  any  body,  or  afking  her  queftions 
in  her  prefent  fituation,  might  have  very 
bad  confequences. 

Signora  Sporza  did  not  liften  to  this  re- 
prefentation  without  fhewing  fymptoms  of 
intfpatience  j  and  when1  he  finifhed,  (he 
made  no  anfwer,  but  that  fhe  mud  imme- 
diately fee  her  friend, 

cc  You  cannot  think  of  it  at  prefent,  my, 
dear  Madam,"  faid  Zeluco. 

4C  I  mnft  fee  my  friend  immediately/' 
faid  fhe,  moving  towards  the  apartment  in 
which  Laura  was, 

u  Good  Heavens  !"  cried  he,  ftepping 
between  her  and  the  door,  c<  you  would 
not  intrude  upon  her  forrow  at  fuch  a  mo- 
ment ?*  / 

.     iC  She 
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4i  She  never  thought  my  vifits  intrufion/' 
replied  Signora  Sporza.;  "  I  mud  fee  her, 
Sir. — Allow  me  to  pafs.*' 

Zeluco  was  apprehenfive  that  Laura 
would  immediately  accufe  him  of  the  child's 
death,  or  allow  fome  expreffion  to  fall 
from  her  that  would  unfold  the  manner  of 
it ;  he  was  very  defirous  therefore  that  no 
perfon  .fhould  be  admitted  to  her  till  he 
himfelf  had  tried  to  perfuade  her  that  the 
infant's  death  was  accidental  ;  or,  if  he 
failed  in  that,  he  hoped  he  fhould,  by  ex- 
preffing  great  grief  and  contrition  for 
the  involuntary  movement  his  hand  had 
made,  be  able  to  prevail  on  Laura  to  pro- 
mife  never  to  mention  what  fhe  had  feen. 
Had  he  once  obtained  fuch  a  promife,  he 
knew  that  he  fhould  be  fafe,  being  well 
acquainted  with  her  inviolable  attachment 
to  her  word.  He  ftrove  therefore  by  every 
argument  he  could  devife  to  prevail  on  Sig- 
nora  Sporza  to  poftpone  her  vifit ;  but  all 
his  arguments  were  loft  on  hen  Signora 
Sporza's  impatience  to  fee  her  friend  aug- 
mented in  proportion  to  the  earneftnefs  he 

fhewed 
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{hewed  to  prevent  it ;  (he  betattie  louder 
and  more  violtnt  in  her  manner,  and  Ze* 
luco  was  obliged  to  yield  the  point,  inform- 
ing her  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  much 
afraid  that  Laura's  fenfes  were  difturbed' 
by  the  (hock  of  fuch  an  unexpected  acci- 
dent. 

Zeluco  did  not  know  when  he  made  this 
affertion  that  it  was  true ;  he  even  dreaded 
that  it  was  not ;  but  he  threw  it  out,  that 
lefs  ftrefs  niight  be  laid  on  any  expreffion 
which,  in  the  agony  of  grief,  might  fall 
from  Laura.  The  difturbance  of  Laura's 
fenfes,  which  he  aflerted  at  random,  had 
in  reality  taken  place* 

Sometime  after  her  being  carried  to  bed, 
as  was  mentioned,  ihe  (hewed  (igns  of  life, 
but  of  no  diftinft  recolle&ion ;  after  remain- 
ing a  few  minutes  in  this  ftate,  (he  relapfed 
into  a  complete  ftupor,  from  which,  after 
fome  interval,  fhe  recovered  as  before, 
having  only  a  confufed  itftpreffion  that 
fomething  dreadful  had  happened,  but 
without  being  able  to  recover  her  fcattered 
fenfes  fo  far  as  to  remember  what  it  was. 
7  When 
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When  Signora  Sporza  cacrtft  to  the  dbo* 
of  Laura's  bed-chamber,  ftie  heard  her*  in 
a  Wild  and  plaintive  tone,  faying,  "  Alas ! 
tohere  have  I  been  ?  What  has  happened  } 
Can  no  body  tell  ?  Do  all  your  brains  turn 
round)  do  your  hearts  fail,  like  mine  ?* 
She  then  fell  back  into  her  former  ftupor. 

While  Die  lay  in  this  ftate,  the  attend- 
ants informed  Signora  Sporza,  that  their 
miftrefs  repeated  nearly  the  fame  expref- 
fions  as  often  as  (he  recovered  from  thofe 
fits  of  fainting. 

Signora  Sporza  feated  herfelf  at  Laura's 
bed-fide,  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  her  face, 
and  watching  all  her  movements*  As  foQn 
as  (he  perceived  her  recovering,  (he  took 
hold  of  her  hand,  and  addrefiing  her  in  the 
mod  foothing  and  affe&ionate  tone  of  voice, 
"  How  do  you  do,  my  lovely  friend  ?n 
faid  Die- 
Laura  flared  her  wildly  in|  the  face  for 
forte  titte  without  fpeaking,  and  then 
cried,  "  0 1  is  it  you  ?  Are  you  come  at 
laft  ?"■*-"  Yes,  my  dear,  1  am  come,"  re- 
plied Signora  Sporza.  "  But  do  you  know/9 

faid 
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faid  Laura,  4i  what  has  happened  ?*'— fc  I 
am  very  forry,,>  replied  Signora  Sporza; 
<c  for. what  has. happened .'*— "  Pray,  tell 
me,"  cried  Laura,  "  what.it  is  ?  None 
of  them  will  tell  me ;  but  I  am  Aire  it  is 
fomething  very  fad ;  for  fee  they  all  look 
fad  and  mournful,  and  you  are  forrowful 
too,  and  my  poor  heart  is  fad,  although  I 
know  not  wherefore — but  my  head  turns 
fo! " 

Madame  de  Seidlits,  by  the  indifcretion 
of  a  fervant,  had  been  told  of  the  infant's  ' 
death,  with  the  additional  circuraftance  that 
Laura  herfelf  was  dying. 

Half  frantic  at  the  intelligence,  (he  hur- 
ried  from  her  own  houfe  to  that  of  Zeluco, 
and  without  liftening  to  the  accounts. he 
endeavoured  to  give  her,  or  regarding  the 
oppofition  that  was  made  to  her  appear- 
ance fuddenly  before  her  daughter,  (he 
rulhed  into  her  bed-chamber,  exclaiming,  > 
<c  My  child  !  my  child  I  where  is  my 
child?" 

At  this  expreffion  Laura  flarted,  fat  up 
in  the  bed,  and  feemed  in  fome  degree  to 

'  recover 
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recover  her  recoile&ion;    with  one  hand 
oppofing  her  mother's  embrace,  while  with 
a  folemn  tone  of  voice,  and  fternnefs  of  re- 
gard, mod  unlike  her  natural  fweetnefs, 
fhc  pronounced,  c<  My  child  is  gone  for 
ever  !— > the  fiend  grafped  him;1'  after  which 
fhe  fcreamed  and  fell  back  again  infenfible 
on  the  pillow.     When  fhe  recovered,   (he 
Uttered  many  expreffions  feemingly  inco- 
herent, but  which  bore  fome  relation  to  the 
a£t  which  had  produced  her  diforder.     Had 
any  perfon  been  witnefs  to  the  child's  mur- 
der, he  would  eafily  h&ve  perceived  that 
Laura's  mod  incoherent  expreffion  glanced 
at  that  deed ;  but  as  nobody  had,  all  ima- 
gined they  were    quite  unmeaning,    and 
proceeding  from   the  diforder   which  the 
child's  unexpe&ed  death  had  produced. 

Madame  de  Seidlits,  having  recovered  in 
fome  degree  the  firft  fhock  fhe  felt  on  per- 
ceiving the.  melancholy  ftate  in  which  her 
daughter  was,  fummoned  all  her  fortitude 
that  fhe  might  be  enabled  to  affift  Signora 
Sporza  in  foothing,  fupporting,  and  com- 
forting Laura. 

Vol.  II.  A  a  A  Phy- 
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A  Phyfician  having  arrived,  teas,  ac* 
cording  to  the  orders  given  by  Zeluco,  in- 
troduced to  his  apartment  before  he  was 
permitted  to  fee  LaUra.  Zeluco,  with  often- 
•  tatious  forrow,  told  him  of  the  child's  be- 
ing fuddenly  carried  off  by  a  convulfion 
fit ;  that  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  this 
fad  event  had  difturbed  the  fenffes  of  his 
wife,  as  (he  had  been  talking  extravagantly 
ever  fince,  did  not.  know  her  intimate  ac- 
quaintance, and  was  terrified  at  the  fight 
of  her  beft  friends.  Having  thus  prepared 
the  Phyfician,  he  allowed  him  to  vifit  Laura* 

She  was  juft  recovered  from  a  fit  of  ftu- 
por  when  he  was  introduced*  On  his  ad- 
dreffing  her,  fhe  raifed  her  head  from  the 
pillow,  and  looked  very  earneftly  at  him, 
but  piade  no  anfwer  to  his  qiieftions ;  on 
his  propofing  to  retire,  fhe  faid  .with  a 
timid  voice, cl  I  beg,  my  good  Sir,  that  you 
will  not  permit  the  wicked  fiend  to  come 
near  me." 

The  Phyfician,  being  now  confirmed  in 
the  belief  of  what  Zelurco  had  told  himt 
ordered  her  to  be  blooded,  to  be  kept  very 

quiet* 
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quiet,  and  not  to  be  difturbed  with  ques- 
tions, or  in  any  way  encouraged  to  fpeak, 
for  it  was  too  evident  that. her  mind  wad 
difturbed ;  at  the  fame  time  he  gave  Man 
dame  de  Seidlits  and  Signora  Sporza  great 
reafon  to  hope,  that  with  care  fhe  would  be 
in  a  fhort  time  reftored  to  her  perfed 
health. 

.Although  Zeluco  had  reafon  to  be  pleafed 
with  the  firft  part  of  the  Phyfician's  decla- 
ration* he  was  alarmed  at  the  laft.  While 
Laura  remained  in  her  prefent  ftate,  little 
ftrefs  could  be  laid  on  what  (he  faid ;  but 
ihould  fhe  recover,  whatever  account  (he 
gave,  he  well  knew,  would  carry  com- 
plete convidion  to  the  minds  of  all  who 
knew  her-  He  could  not  indeed  accufe 
himfelf  of  a  predetermined  intention'  of 
murdering  the  child  ;  but  he  had  great 
reafon  for'remorfe  and  felf  condemnation, 
when  he  refle&ed  that  the  child's  death 
was  occafioned  by  the  propenfity  he  be- 
,  trayed  in  his  infancy,  and  had  indulged 
ever  fince,  of  giving  way  to  every  impulfe 
of  paflion.  In  this  hour  of  reflexion, 
A  a  a  among 
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&mong  the  many  flinging  recoIle&ion6 
which  intruded  themfelves  on  his  memory, 
he  could  not  exclude  the  remonftrance  of 
his  tutor,  when  he  himfelf,  yet  a  child, 
had,  in  a  fit  of  groundlefs  paffion,  fqueezed 
his  fparrow  to  death;  that  remonftrance 
now  appeared  to  his  alarmed  confcience  ia 
the  light  of  a  prophecy:  €<  Had  I  paid 
more  regard,"  faid  he  to  himfelf, "  to  what 
that  worthy  man  then,  and  on  other  oc- 
cafions,  told  me,  I  fhould  not  now  have 
reafon  to  dread  the  confequences  of  this 
curfed  accident/9 

Yet,  whatever  remorfe  Zeluco  felt  for 
various  and  accumulated  inftartcea  of  wic- 
ked nefs,  of  which  his  confcience  ace u fed 
him,  what  chiefly  kept  his  mind  on  the 
rack  at  prefent  was,  a  fear  that  thofe  allufive 
expreflions,  which  conftantly  dropt  from 
Laura,  might  lead  to  a  fufpicion  of  the 
fa£t  which  he  wiffied  fo  much  to  conceal ; 
for  however  myfterious  or  incoherent  they 
might  appear  to  others,  they  were  fo  clear 
and  connected  to  him,  that  he  received  a 
frelh  alarm  as  often  as  any  of  them  were 
9  repeated; 
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repeated ;  and  whatever  he  hoped ,  he  was 
by  no  means  certain,  that  when  Laura  re- 
covered, {he  would  not  relate  the  fa£t  as 
it  really  happened,  and  accufe  him  public- 
ly ;  for  thefe  reafons  he  fervently  wifhed 
that  {he  might  die  of  her  prefent  illnefs, 
or  remain  diftra&ed. 

The  continual  anxiety  he  had  for  his 
own  fafety  fufpended  the  ripening  of  a 
certain  plan  which  before  occupied  his 
-thoughts  for  the  deftru&ion  of  Seidlits, 
who  was  now  daily  expeded.  His  whole 
attention  was  dire&ed  towards  Laura ;  for, 
although  he  never  ventured  to  appear  in 
her  fight,  yet  he  took  care  to  have  every 
word  reported  to  him  that  fell  from  her 
lips  ;  and  he  was  kept  in  continual  alarm  at 
the  import  of  her  expreffions. 
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CHAP.    XC. 

Him  fhall  the  fury  paffions  tear, 

The  vultures  of  the  mind, 
Difdainful  Anger,  pallid  Fear, 
And  Shame  that  fculks  behind  ; 
♦  •  •  • 

Or  Jealoufy,  with  rankling  tooth, 
That  inly  gnaws  the  heart ; 

And  Envy  wan,  and  faded  Care, 
Grim-vifag'd  comfortlcfs  Defpair, 
And  Sorrow's  piercing  dart.  Gray. 

ABOUT  this  time  Carloftein  and  Seid- 
lits  returned  from  their  excurfion; 
they  went  dire&ly  to  the  houfe  of  Madame 
de  Seidlits,  and  had  the  firft  account  of  the 
child's  death  and  Laura's  indifpofition  from 
her  maid  ;  Madame  de  Seidlits  herfelf  be- 
ing then  in  bed,  indifpofed  with  the  watch- 
ing and  fatigue  which  fhe  had  undergone. 
The  two  friends  were  equally  {hocked  at 
this  affc&ing  narrative;  they  fpoke  of  call- 
ing 
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ing  at  Signora  SporzaV  bat  were  informed 
that  ftie  flept  conftantly  at  the  hcfufe  of 
Zeluco,  and  was  hardly  ever  a  moment 
from  Laura's  bed-fide.  Captain  Seidlits  then 
propofed  to  go  dire&ly  there,  whither  Car- 
loftein  thought  he  could  not  with  propriety 
accompany  him;  but,  overwhelmed  with 
the  deepeft  forrow,  went  to  his  lodging, 
there  to  wait  for  the  return  of  his  friend. 

Zeluco  received  Seidlits  with  all  the  ap- 
pearance of  affii&ion.  il  Alas!  my  friend," 
cried  he,  "  we  have  loft  your  dear  little 
nephew ;  he  was  cut  off  by  convulfions  in 
the  arms  of  his  mother.  I  am  told  by 
phyficians,  that  fuch  accidents  are  not  un- 
cotaimon  among  infants.  I  leave  you  to 
judge  of  his  poor  mother's  fituation ;  (he 
has  been  in  a  mod  difordered  ftate  of  mind 
ever  fincej  and  flie  feems  to  be  always 
worfe  after  feeing  any  of  her  old  acquaint- 


ance." 


To  all  this  Seidlits  made  little  or  no  an- 
fwer  j  but  a  woman  who  had  the  particular 
care  of  Laura  coming  out   of   her  bed- 
chamber, and  reporting  that  {he  was  more 
A  a  4  compofed 
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compofed  than  ufual,  he  dcfired  to  be  ad-, 
znitted  to  fee  her. 

cc  I  fear  it  will  incrcafe  her  uneafinefs/? 
laid  Zeluco. 

I  am  convinced  it  will  give  her  plea- 
sure," faid  Seidlits ;  "  for  (he  had  always 
pleafure  in  feeing  me." 

"  Really!"  faid  Zeluco,  looking  fiercely 
at  Seidlits ;  for  a  movement  of  jealoufy 
threw  him  off  his  guard. 

€s  I  have  every  reafon  to  think  fo,"  re- 
fumed  Seidlits  naturally,  and  without  ob- 
ferving  how  Zeluco  was  afFe&ed. 

41  The  Dodtor  muft  determine,*'  faid 
Laura's  nurfe,  pointing  to  the  Phyftcian 
who  entered  the  room. 

The  cafe  being  ftated  to  him,  "  Let  her 
brother's  name  be  mentioned  to  her/*  faid 
he,  "  before  he  appears,  and  we  will  ob- 
ferve  how  ihe  is  affe&ed."  * 

Zeluco  did  not  objeft  to  the  experiment] 
,he  thought  fomething  might  fall  from 
Laura,  on  mentioning  or  feeing  Seidlits, 
which  would  betray  the  intimacy  that,  as 
he  fufpe&ed,  had  been  between  them. 

The 
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The  Phyfician  conduced  Seidlits  to 
Laura's  bed-chamber.  Zeluco  flood  at  the 
door,  which  he  kept  a-jar  for  the  purpofe 
pfliftening. 

Laura  fat  up  in  the  bed,  propped  with 
pillows ;  Signora  Sporza  near  her.  The 
Phyfician  whifpered  to  Signora  Sporza,  that- 
Captain  Seidlits  was  arrived,  and  in  the 
boufe;  and  he  then  faid  aloud  to  her, 
**  Your  friend  Captain  Seidlits  is  fafely  aj> 
rived  at  Naples." 

"  lam  mod  happy  to  hear  it,"  faid  (het 
looking  at  Laura,  who  took  no  notice. 

"  Did  you  not  hear,  my  dear,"  faid  Sig- 
nora Sporza,  addreffing  Laura—-"  Did  you 
not  hear  what  the  Do&or  faid  ?" 

"  No;''  replied  Laura. 

u  He  faid  your  brother  Captain  Seidlitt 
is  returned." 

€i  Yes—"  faid  Laijra,  without  any  emo-? 
tion. 

"  O  merciful  Virgin!"  cried  Signora 
Sporza,  bur  ding  into  tears,  "  her  fweet 
fenfes  are  gonej-^fhe  knows  not  what  I 
fay/: 

What 
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What  Laura  heard,  it  appeared,  made 
.  much  lefs  imprefljon  on  her  mind  than  what 
fhe  faw  j  for  fhe  no  fooner  beheld  Signora 
Sporza  in  tears,  than  (he  took  hold  of  her 
hand,  and  with  a  look  and  tone  of  contri- 
tion, faid,  "  Woe  is  me  !  I  fear  I  have  of- 
fended you  -,  truly,  I  meant  it  not/' 

"  I  know  you  did  not,  my  angel,"  faid 
Signora  Sporza ;  "  but  furely  you  remem- 
ber Captain  Seidlits.v 

"  Seidlits!"  faid  Laura: 

"  Yes,  my  fweet  friend,  your  brother/* 
-rejoined  Signora  Sporza.  • 

«'  My  brother  !*'  repeated  Laura,  with  a 
vacant  ftare — <c  Where  is  my  brother  ?" 

"  Here  is  your  brother,"  faid  Captain 
Seidlits,  who,  concealed  by  a  fkreen,  had 
with  impatience  heard  the  converfation, 
and  being  no  longer  able  to  reftrain  his 
emotion,  broke  forth  in  this  imprudent 
manner. 

L?ura  fcreamed,  and  hid  her  face  under 

the  bed-clothes  at  his  fudden  appearance1; 
«  My  beloved  fitter,"  faid  Seidlits,  *  do 
you  not  know  xne  V9  Signora  Sporza  and 

the 


Z.ELOCO,  ,379 

the  Phyfician  continuing  to  aflure  her  that 
it  was  her  brother,  fhe  raifed  her  head,  and 
looked  with  caution  and  an  appearance  of 
terror  at  Seidlits ;  (he  threw  her  eyes  alfo 
around  the  room,  as  if  fhe  fufpe£fced  that 
fome  other  perfon  was  in  it. 

"  There  is  nobody  prefent  but  you& 
friends,  my  love,"  faid  Signora  Sporza. 

"  I  was  afraid  the  wicked  fiend  had  re- 
turned," faid  Laqra. 

41  There  is  no  wicked  fiend  here,  my 
love,"  faid  Signora  Sporza.  <c  This  is  your 
brother ;  !you  know  him,  do  you  not?" 

♦c  Surely  you  do,  my  dear/'  faid  Seid- 
lits,  with  a  broken  voice. 

Laura  then  looked  more  attentively  at 
him;, then  throwing  her  eyes  on  Signora 
Sporza,  fhe  pointed,  with  a  fmile,  toSeid- 
lits. 

"  Yes,  my  angel,"  faid  Signora  Sporza,. 
c?  that  is  your  brother/* 

Laura  made  no  anfwer,  but  continued  ro 
look  with  complacency  on  Seidlits. 

The  name  of  Brother  affe&ed  her  not ; 
£ut  feeing  him  feemed  to  give  her  an  agree- 
able 


38o  Z  E  L  U  C  O. 

able  impreffion,  without  her  being  able  to 
recoiled  his  connexion  with  herfelf ;  yet 
when  addreffing  her  in  the  moftaffe&ionate 
terms  he  held  forth  his  hand  to  her,  fhe 
gave  him  hers,  and  difplayed  not  only 
evident  marks  of  fatisfa&ion  while  he  re- 
mained, but  alfo  of  uneafinefs  when  he 
propofed  to  withdraw  *. 

Signora  Sporza  attended  the  Captain  out 
of  the  room,  and  Zeluco  conduced  both 
into  an  adjoining  apartment. 

*  The  Author  has  been  informed  that  this  di£ 
tindion  between  the  effeft  of  audible  and  of  vifible 
obje&s,  has  been  criticifed  as  unnatural.  He  is  con- 
vinced, however,  that  he  has  obferved  it  in  people  in 
the  ftate  of  mind  in  which  Laura  is  here  reprefented, 
and  in  tracing  it,  he  endeavoured  to  copy  faithfully 
from  nature.  Not  to  recur  to  the  trite,  though  true* 
remark  of, 

Segnios  irritant  animos  demiffa  per  aorem 
Quam  quae  font  oculis  fubje&a  fidelibus  ; 

J  conceive  that  the  eye  may  continue  to  do  its  of- 
fice of  conveying  intelligence  to  the  mind,  long  after 
the  latter  has  ccafed  to  derive  any  information  from 
words.  The  communication  in  the  firft  cafe  is  na- 
tural and  immediate.  The  fecond  requires  the  inter- 
vention of  a  medium. 


« 
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"  How  ftrange,"  faid  Zeluco;  "  that 
flie  was  no  way  afFeded  whea  told  that  you 
were  come  ?" 

Seidlits  made  no  anfwer,  but1  wiped  his 
eyes. 

"  Yet  (he  feemed  pleafed  at  feeing  you," 
continued  Zeluco. 

Seidlits  was  abforbed  in  thought,  and 
could  not  fpeak  for  fome  time ;  he  at  length 
faid,  addrefling  himfelf  to  Signora,  Sporfca, 
<c  She  feemed  in  terror  at  firft  ;— (he  cer- 
tainly took  me  for  fome  other  perfon. 
—What  did  (he  mean  by  the  wicked 
fiend?" 

Zeluco  anticipated  the  anfwerf  faying, 
€i  There  is  no  knowing  what  (he  means, 
— her  expreffions  are  fo  extravagant, — (he 
probably  has  no  meaning; — the  fevere 
{hock  (he  received  by  the  fudden  death  of 
the  dear  child,  has  entirely  deranged  her 
memory  and  judgment;  only  conceive  a 
woman  of  her  great  fenfibility  to  fee  her 
child  expire  in  her  arms  without  any  vifible 
caufe  !  for  although  the  Phyficlan  declares 

he 
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he  has  known  many  in  (lances  of  infants 
carried  off  in  the  fame  fudden  manner* 
yet  her  delicate  conftitution  could  not  (land 
iu—but,  thank  Heaven!  flie  is  better  than 
(he  was.;  and  the  Phyfician  ftill  hopes  (he 
will  recover  entirely." 

During  this  recital,  Signora  Spor2a  pre* 
ferved  a  gloomy  filence,  but  at  one  time 
(hook  her  head  in  a  manner  which  ftruck 
terror  into  the  heart  of  Zeluco,  and  raifed 
fufpicions  in  the  mind  of  Seidlits. 

When  he  went  to  his  lodgings  he  found 

Mr.  N with  Carloftein.     It  was  not 

without  difficulty  and  many  interruptions 
that  he  gave  them  an  account  of  Laura's 
fituation*  They  we^e  all  fo  much  affeded 
that  little  converfation  pa(Ted  between  them, 
and  Seidlits  retired  without  communicating 
even  to  Carloftein  the  doubts  which  he  had 
on  his  mind. 

When  he  called  next  morning  to  know 
how  his  fitter  was,  he  found  an  opportu- 
nity of  fpeaking  with  Signora  Sporza  by 
herfelf.     "    My  dear   Madam,"   faid   he, 

"  I  beg 
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cc  I  beg  you  will  let  me  know  your  real  fea- 
timents  of  this  melancholy  affair.  I  fear 
you  conceal  fbmething.'* 

"  I  know  nothing,"  replied  fhe, u  which 
I  will  not  communicate  to  you.— I  do  not 
know  what  to  think. — I  left  your  fitter  and 
the  child  well ;  in  a  few  hours  I  returned, 
and  the  child  was  dead,  and  your  lovely 
fifter  thus;  I  then  got  the  fame  account 
which  you  have  heard.— We  muft  take  pa- 
tience.—The  Phyfician  is  an  honeft  man, 
and  your  fifter  grows  a  little  better.  I  neve? 
quit  her ; — we  muft  have  patience."  Zeluco 
entering  the  room,  prevented  any  farther 
converfation. 

Laura  feemed  gradually  and  uniformly 
to  grow  better  from  the  time  thatSeidlits 
arrived  ;  but  fhd  recovered  her  bodily 
ftrength  and  looks  in  a  greater  proportion 
than  fhe  did  her  memory  and  judgment. 

Carloftein  meanwhile  remained  in  the 
moft  agonizing  ftate  of  fufpenfe  ;  his  fpirits 
rofe  or  fell  according  to  the  accounts  he  re- 
ceived of  her  ftate  of  health  from  the  Phy- 
fician! 


**v 


3*4  2  E  L  U  C  O, 

fician,  from  Signora  Sporza,  and  from  his 
friend  Seidlit6 :  he  was  continually  going 
from  the  one  to  the  other ;  and  when  they 
were  all  engaged  at  the  fame  time  with 
Laura,  he  walked  in  fight  of  the  houfe 
watching  till  one  of  them  came  out,  that 
he  might  receive  frefh  intelligence  on  the 
only  fubje&  on  which  he  could  think  or 
converfe. 
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O,  it  is  nobftrous ! 
Metbougjlt  the  billows  fpeke,  and  told  mt  of  it ; 
The  winds  did  ling  it  to  mci  SflAKESPEAad* 

nr HE  death  of  the  ditld,  the  diforder 
of  Laura,  with  the  ffears  which  op- 
prefled  the  mind  of  Zeluco*  lfeft  the  imme- 
diate caufe  of  both  fhould  be  fufpe&ed  frond 
the  myfterious  expreffions  of  Laura,  had 
fo  much  engroffed  his  time,  that  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  beftow  much  of  his  com- 
pany on  Nerina ;  he  well  knew  that  all  the 
difplay  of  forrow  he  made  would  be  con* 
fidered  as  mere  grimace,  and  would  even 
ftrengthen  the  fufpicions  which  hi6  per- 
fonal  fafety  rendered  it  fo  taeceflary  for  hittt 
to  extinguish,  if  he  were  known  to  vific 
her  at  the  very  time  he  was  affecting 
fo  much  grief  on  account  of  the  child'* 
death  and  his  wife's  diforder.  He  there* 
Vol.  II.  B 1?  fpre 
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fore  vifited  Nerina  very  feldom,  and  with 
the  utmoft  fecrecy. 

This  condu&,  though  prudent  and  expd* 
client  in  Zeltfco'S  fituatiori,  was  highly  of* 
fenfive  to  Nerina,  and  all  the  apologies 
and  explanations  he  was  able  to  make 
could  not  perfuade  her  to  view  it  in  any 
other  light* 

It  is  true,  flie  was  not  acquainted,  with 
the  chief  reafon  he  had  for  obferving  this 
line  of  conduft ;  for  although  he  had  in- 
formed Nerina  of  the  child's  fudden  death, 
and  the  effeft  it  had  produced  on  Laura, 
he  was  of  too  referved  and  cautious  a  tem- 
per to  entruft  her  with  the  original  caufe 
of  both,  which  conftantly  preyed  upon 
his  mind,  and  filled  him  with  increasing 
inquietude. 

In  one  of  his  fecret  vifits  to  her,  ihe  im- 
puted the  deje&ion  of  fpirits  which  arofc 
from  thofe  painful  refle&ions,  to  grief  for 
the  death  of  his  child ;  add  confidering  thifc 
as  an  infult  to  her,  fhe  could  not  refrain 
from  difplaying  her  ill-humour.    . 

41  I  cannot 
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♦*  I  cannot  help  thinking  you  one  of  the 
jaoft  fortunate  men  living"  (kid  flic  to 
him.  •         • 

"  In  what?"  (aid  he,  a  little  furprifed 
at  the  obfervatioa. 

c*  Why,  in  getting  fo  c\everly  rid  o£  a 
baftard,"  replied  fihe,  "  who  would  have 
put  off  great  part  of  your  fortune  from 
your  own  children,  if  ever  you  have*  any/* 

To  this  Zeiuco  making  no  reply,  {he 
proceeded:  "  But  although  you  have  been 
fo  providentially  freed  from  one,  it  would 
be  wife  til  you  to  be  a  little  more  watchful 
in  ftiture ;  you  may  not  get  fa  quickly  fi4 
of  the  next." 

At  this  observation  he  fell  into  a  fit  of 
fweariftg- 

•  "  I  am  nt)t  furprifed  at  your  ill-humour,* 
continued  {he ;  "  it  is  to  be  fure  a  little  pro- 
voking to  have  a  wife  who  pretends  to  have 
loft  her  fenfes,  and  a  brother-in-law  fo  dif- 
agreeable  to  you,  and  fo  very  agreeably 
to.  her,  conftantly  at  her  bed-fide/' 

"  Pretends!"  cried  Zeiuco;  "  Can  you 
conceive  it  is  pretence  ?" 
.-  !  Bb  3  '•'Nay,* 
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«  Nay,"  replied  Nerina,  ,f  yott  Aught 
to  be  the  beft  judge  of  your  wife's  fcnfibfr 
lityj  but  one  cannot  help  thinking  it  6 
little  extraordinary  that  (he  ffcould  be  fo 
much  affeded  with  a  lofs  which  fee  can  fo 
readily  fupply." 

Zeloco  poured  frefh.  execrations  on  Laura 
and  her  brother,  wilhmg  he  knew  how  to 
get  quit  of  both. 

«*  Contrive  only  to  free  yourfelf  from 
bcr?  faid  Nerina,  M  and  you  will  be  no 
longer  troubled  with  bm.u 

••  I  fhall  never  be  freed  from  her>*  faid 
he  peevifhlyj  **  fee  grows  better  fcftetd 
of  worfe." 

«•  Do  not  defpair/*  cried  Nerina,  «  &t 
may  depart  when  it  is  leaft  expe&ed." 
"•  M  No.— She  grows  better,  I  tell  you," 
faid  Zeluco ;  "  there  is  no  chance  of  her 
departure  now.*' 

"  There  is  one  chance  however,"  find 
Nerina. 

*c  What  is  that  ?*'  faid  Zeluco  eagerly. 

<(  She  may  be  fnapt  off  in  foch  a  fit  as 
the  child  was,"  faid  Nerina. 

At 
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At, this  random  expreffioo,  the  alarmed 
heart  of  Zeluco  fbrunk ;  he  became  pale  as 
jrfhes,  and  flaring  wildly,  in  a  voice  half 
fupprefled,   he  uttered,   u  What  do  you 

'c  Moan  lv  ftid  £he,  furprifed  at  hia  emo- 
tion; cf  What  foyau  mean?-~What  in  the 
jwne  of  wonder  diftiirbs  you  ?-^-Gradous 
heaven,  how  pale  you  are !— rl  do  not  know 
what  I  faid*— What  caa  be  the  matter  with 
youT 

<c  I  grew  fick  all  of  a  fudden,"  (aid  hef 
recovering  hi8  prcfence  of  mind,  •?  but  it 
"  is  paffing  away  already."  -  ' 

iC  I  hope  it  was  uotbiqg  which  I  faid  that 
^flfe&ed  you  fo.r 

*'  No ;  not  in  the  leafy"  replied  Zeluco, 
foreiQg  a  ftnlU ;  "  I  did  qot  obferve  what 
you  faid :  I  was  thinking  of  fomething 
elfe ;— but  I  have  been  fubje£fc  of  late  to. 
fickUh  qualms  which  invade  me  fuddenly,* 
and  make  me  look  very  pale." 

44  You  never  mentioned  this  to  me  be- 
fore," faid  Nerina. 

B  b  3  «  No 
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*  No  affurcdly,M  (aid  Zcluco;  "  I  hate 
to  mention  it  to  any  body,  or  even  to 
think  of  it.^Let  us  talk  of  fomething 
elfc-" 

The  ufual  confequence  of  vice  was 
ilrongly  felt  by  this  unhappy  man  ;  though 
naturally  bold  and  dating,  the  confcious 
guilt  which  hung  upon  his  mind  unmanned 
him  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  was  ap- 
palled at  every  accidental  expreffion  ;  and 
theconftant  uneafinefs  which  this  occafion- 
ed  fuggefted  frefli  crimes  to  free  him  from 
the  effeds  of  the  former. 

In  fpite  of  all  his  endeavout  s  againft  them, 
he  often  fell  into  fits  of  mufing  while  he 
remained  with  Nerina;  when  flie  accufed 
him  of  this,  and  inquired  into  the  caufe 
of  his  dejedion,  he  imputed  it  to  a  return 
officknefs;  and  on  her  ftating  this  as  a 
mere  pretext  to  conceal  the  true  caufe, 
#l  Why  then,*'  faid  he,  bj  way  of  pleaf- 
ing  her,  and  to  prevent  her  farther  in- 
quiries, "  if  you  will  have  the  truth,  I  am 
tmbarrafied  with  a  wife(  wbifh  puts  it  out 

<4 
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,  of  my  power  to  devote  my  whole  time  and 
Attention  to  her  on  whom  my  heart  is 
fixesd." 

"  In  her  prefent  fituation,"  faid  Nerina* 
"  if  your  wife  really  is  in  the  ftate  you 
feem  to  think,  it  were  better  for  the  wo- 
man herfelf  thatihc  were  dead/' 

•♦  That  may  be/'  faid  Zeluco;  i€  but 
(he  will  not  die  a  minute  the  fooner  for 
that." 

4<  What  is  the  Phyfician's  opinion  ?"  rer- 
fumed  Nerina. 

**  It  is  impoflible  to  know/9  replied  Ze- 
luco ;  "  thofe  fellows  never  give  th?ir  real 
opinion." 

♦c"f  I  have  no  notion  of  employing  a  Phy- 
(ician  who  will   not  give  what   opinion, 
and  alfo  what  medicines  are  mod  expe- 
dient," faid  Nerina. 

To 'this  ftjrange  fpeech  ^eluco  qaade  no 
anfwer. 

C€  What  medicines  dm  he  give  her  \n 
refumed  (he. 

/'  Upon  my  foul  I  never  aflced,"  faid 
Zeluco* 

5  b  4  cc  Becaufe/* 
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9  i€  Beeaufc,*  refumed  Nerina,  u  I  be- 
lieve they  give  laudanum  in  foch  cafes :  I 
happened  to  know  this  by  a  lingular  ac- 
cident enough  5  an  acquaintance  of  mine 
*was  affected  in  the  fame  way ;  (he  was 
ordered  by  a  phyfician  a  certain  number  of 
drops  every  night ;  her  maid,  by  miftakc. 
gave  a  whole  phial  full,  and  flie  died  next 
morning  in  the  pleafanteft  way  imagin- 
able ;  her  relations  made  a  rout  about  it  at 
firft,  but  on  calm  reflection  they  were 
fatisfied  that  in  the  patient's  iitnatkui  it 
was  the  luckieft  accident  that  could  have 
befallen  her/' 

Zeluco,  without  feeming  to  under ftand 
the  import  of  this  ftory,  replied  coldly, 
€t  I  ihall  leave  the  Phyfician  to  treat  his 
patient  as  he  pleafes." 

The  conftant  terror  under  which  Zeluco 
was,  left  Laura,  whether  intentionally  or 
not,  fhould  fay  any  thing  which  might 
create  fufpicion  againft  himfelf,  was  fuf- 
ficient,  independent  of  his  abfurd  jeaioufy, 
to  have  converted  his  indifference  for  her 
into  a  rancorous  hatred*     He  now  wifhed 

for 


£  E  L  U  C  Q,  393 

for  nothing  more  eagerly  than  her  death, 
and  the  hint  thrown  out  by  Nerina  was  not 
loft  on  him;  but  as  yet  undetermined 
whether  he  Ihould  adopt  it  pr  not,  he  re- 
folved  at  "all  events  to  ad  w^hout  a  con* 

fidett. 
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■Anfmum  pi&uri  pafcit  inani, 
^lulta  gcmcns  ■  . 

Pum  ftupet,  obtutuque  haerct  defixus  in  una, 

Via* 

TN  the  mean  time  Laura  Teemed  fomewhat 
better ;  (he  had  been  free  from  le<* 
thargtc  ftupor  and  faiqtings  for  a  confider- 
able  interval,  but  (till  continued  languid 
and  deje&ed,  and  was  in  general  filent; 
,  fometimes  £he  fhed  tears,  and  without  any 
obvious  caufe;  at  other  times  (he  feemed 
tolerably  cheerful,  particularly  when  her 
brother  entered  her  room ;  her  bodily 
health  upon  the  whole  was  greatly  better* 
but  her  memory  and  understanding  con- 
tinued impaired  :  fhe  never  inquired  for 
any  body,  nor  feemed  to  recolledt  that  they 
exifted  till  they  appeared  before  her,  on 
which  it  was  evident  whom  fhe  preferred ; 

when 
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fcrhtii  {he  fpoke,  it  was  always  in  fjiort  aa4 
unconnected  fentences. 

Madame  de  Seidlits's  indifpofition  con- 
fined  her  almoft  conftantly  to  her  chamber, 
fo  that  Signora  Sporza,  Captain  Seidlita* 
and  her  maids,  were  the  only  perfona 
jrefides  the  Phyfician  whom  Laura  faw* 

One  morning  after  Zeloco  had  rode  out, 
Signora  Sporza  and  Seidlits,  by  the  Phy- 
fician's  permiffidn,  conducted  Laura  from 
her  own  apartment  to  a  higher  chamber, 
from  whence  there  was  a  very  command- 
ing profpe£fc.  She  fat  for  fome  time  at  the 
window,  looking  with  complacency  *t  the 
beautiful  and  varied  fcenery  before  her 
eyes,  while  Seidlits  pointed  out  the  parti- 
cular obje&s.  Both  he  and  Signora  Sporza 
were  delighted  with  the  compofure  of 
mind  which  Laura  retained  on  this  oc-r' 
cafion.  ( 

She  then  rofe  and  walked  about  the  room, 
till  a  pi&ure  which  hung  on  the  wall  en- 
gaged her  attention  :  the  fubjed  was  the 
Maflacre  of  the  Innocents.— The  inftant 
that  (he  perceived  it,  {he  flatted  and  be- 
trayed 
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tjayed  great  emotion,  bat  her  eyes-  foom 
were  riveted  oa  one  particular  group;  it 
cooiifted  of  a  mother  ftruggling  with  a 
fierce  fbldier,  who  with  one  hand  aimed  a 
poignard  at  her  infant,  while  with  the 
other  he  grafped  the  child  by  the  throat. 

When  Signora  Sporza  perceived  what 
peculiarly  engrofled  Laura  $  attention,  (he 
endeavoured  to  remove  her  from  the  pic* 
ture :  it  was  not  in  her  power.  Laura  Was 
fafcinated  to  the  fpot;  (he  held  her  friend 
with  a  rigid  grafp,  while,  with  her  face 
projected,  her  eyes  devoured  the  group. 
14  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?  what 
alarms  you,  my  filler  ?"  cried  Seidlits.— r 
Laura  turned  to  him  with  a  diftra&ed 
glance,  and  then  pointing  with  her  finger 
to  the  aflaffin  who  grafped  the  child,  (he 
cried  with  a  voice  of  wildnefs  and  terror,—*. 
4<  Look !— look  V9 — apd  being  immediately 
feized  with  convulfions*  (he  was  in  that 
ftate  carried  to  bed. 

The  Phyfician  prefcribed  fome  calming 
medicines,  notwithstanding  which  the  con- 
vulfions  and  fpafms  continued  at  intervals 

for 
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for  near  two  hours,  when  they  abated,  and 
flue  fell  into  a  dumber. 

When  Captain  Sfeidlits  underftood  that 
Laura  was  m  this  ftate,'  be  had  the  curio* 
fifty  to  return  to  the  room  in  which  fixe  waft 
taken  rH ;  and  Signora  Sporza,  excited  by 
the  fame  curiofity,  left  htr  friend  for  a 
few  minutes  and  followed  him.  She  found 
Seidlits  examining  the  pt&uf  e ;  it  happen- 
ed  by  a  lingular  coincidence,  that  the  face 
of  the  affaflinating  foldier  had  fome  reffem- 
blance  to  that  of  £eluco.  Signora  Sporza 
had  not  looked  long  at  the  pi&ure  till  fhe 
obferved  it;  €C  Almighty  Providence  !"  ex- 
claimed flie;  "  How  is  this?1'  and  thea 
flie  looked  at  Captain  Seidlits. 

"  It  is  Certainly  fo,"  faid  he  i  u  I  am 
quite  of  your  opinion/' 

"  What,  you  perceive  a  likenefs  ?"  re- 
fumed  (he. 

"  A  thoft  diabolic  likenefs,"  anfwered 
Seidlits. 

"  But  the  fubjed  was  what  firft  attracted 
her  notice/'  continued  Signora  Sporza. 

««  Which 
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"  Which  confirms  my  fufpicions,"  faicf 
he,  "  that  this  accurfcd  villain  *     As 

Seidlits  raifed  his  voice,  Signora  Sporza* 
clapping  her  hand  on  his  mouth,  begged 
him  to  be  more  temperate.  After  fome 
converfation,  they  agreed  in  the  propriety 
of  concealing  their  fentiments,  till  they 
could  get  more  light  into  a  matter  fo  mys- 
terious, and  which  gave  birth  to  ideas  (b 
horrid  J  Captaib  Seidlits  gave  her  his  prd* 
mife  to  take  no  ftep  without  acquainting 
her,  and  (he  allured  him  of  all  the  affift- 
ance  (he  could  give  in  his  endeavours  to  get 
at  the  truth* 

But  their  mutual  efforts  to  this  purpofe 
were  fufpended  by  the  increafing  danger  of 
Laura ;  the  dumber  in  which  they  left  her 
did  not  continue  long,  (he  was  reftlefs, 
tmeafy,  and  feveriflx  in  the  night ;  the 
feverifli  fymptoms  .augmented  next  day; 
flie  was  delirious .  the  whole  of  the  follow- 
ing night,  and  was  for  three  days  in  fuch 
imminent  danger  that  all  her  attendants 
dreaded^  and  her  hufband  hoped)  that  (ht 

would 
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Would  expire :  but  all  at  cfnce*  when  {he 
feemed  at  the  height  of  danger,  (he  fell  into 
a  profound  calm  and  long  continued  deep, 
at  the  end  of  which  (he  awoke  entirely 
free  from  fever,  and  with  her  memory  and 
fenfes  reftored* 

The  jdy  of  Sigtiora  Sporza  and  Captain 
Seidlits  on  this  happy  event  was  fomewhat 
mitigated  by  the  fear  that  Laura's  memory 
being  now  returned,  a  recollection  of  the 
child's  death,  and  the  circum (lances  attend- 
ing it,  might  produce  a  relapfe ;  but  whether 
it  was  the  natural  confequence  of  that 
languor  to  which  the  fever  reduced  Laura, 
or  whatever  elfe  was  the  caufe*  certain  it  is 
that  fhe  bore  the  recolle&ion  of  the  fcene 
which  firft  occafioned  her  illnefs  with  di- 
minifhed  fenfibility ;  her  forrow  was  ac- 
companied with  none  of  thofe  violent  ef- 
fects, but  feemed  to  be  all  at  once  mellow- 
ed into  a  calm  uniform  melancholy:  and 
the  Phyfician  gave  the  mod  flattering  hopes 
of  the  full  reftoration  of  her  ftrength  and 
fpirits,  defiring  at  the  fame  time  that  no- 
thing 
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thing  tilduitf   be    faid  during  her  Cdnva* 
lefcence  which  alluded  to  her  child. 

Laura  herfelf  perceived  that  every'  al- 
lufiod  of  that  nature  was  carefully  avoided  j 
but  one  day  when  Sighora  Spom  wafr 
With  her  alone,  (he  afked,  How  her  poor 
ttotber  had  borne  the  fhock  of  thfe  child's 
death ;  and  put  feveral  other  queftions  to 
Sigttora  Sporza,  refpeding  the  interment 
of  the  infant;  during  the  recital,  which 
was  given  in  conference  of  thofe  inquiries, 
(he  wept  abundantly,  but  footi  wiping 
away  her  tears,  (he  faid*  <c  Why^fhould  I 
be  grieved  fox  my  child  ?  he  has  efcaped 
many  evils  to  which  he  mud  have  been  ex* 
pofed  had  he  lived ;  fome  of  them  of  more 
importance  than  that  of  dying;  but  hi& 
future  happinefs  is  now  fecure." 

Signora  Sporza  finding,,  to  her  great  fiif- 
prife  and  fatisfadion,  that  fixe  could  fpeak 
with  fuch  ferenity  on  this  fubjed,  took  oc- 
cafion  fometime  after  to  afk  Laura,  What 
fhe  thought  gave  occafioii  to  the  convul/ions 
of  which  the  infant  died  ?  From  this 
13  queftion 
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quefttort  Laura  conceited  at  on&  what  ac- 
count Zeluco  had  given  of  that  tranfa&ion, 
and  from  Signora  Sporza's  manner,  as 
well  at  from  her  fubfequent  inquiries, 
Laura  alfo  perceived  that  her  friend  had 
fufpictons  that  his  account  was  not  exa&ly 
true.  To  thefe  inquiries  fhe  anfwered, 
That  it  was  impoffiWe  for  her  to%  tell 
what  was  the  caufe  of  fuch  fits,  but  (he  had 
often  heard  that  infants  were  liable  to  them 
from  various  caufes;  and  by  her  manner 
fhe  plainly  (hewed  that  fhe  was  not  inclined 
to  fpeak  more  fully  on  the  fubje£t.  Laura 
knew  that  fhe  was  the  only  witnefs  of  the 
child's  death,  and  although  fhe  had  come 
to  a  refolution  to  take  meafures  for  being 
for  ever  feparated  from  her  hufband,  fhe 
was  equally  determined  not  to  appear  her- 
felf,  or  put  it  in  the  power  of  any  other 

perfon  to  appear,  as  his  accufer. 

« 

During  all  the  time  that  Laura  was  dis- 
ordered, Zeluco  had  kept  out  of  her  fight, 
on  the  pretence  that  he  could  not  bear  to 
fee  one  fo  dear  to  him  in  that  melancholy 
ftate;   the  real  reafon  was,    his  dreading 

Vqu  H.  Cc  that 
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that  (he  would  difcover  fymptoms  of  horror, 
and  thereby  give  rife  to  fufpicions  which 
he  was  mod  felicitous  to  prevent. 

As  (he  was  now,  to  his  great  forrow* 
much  better  in  her  bodily  health,  and  not 
at  all  difordered  in  other  refpeds,  he 
thought  it  wouljl  feem  very  lingular  for 
him  to  delay  feeing  her  any  longer  j  but 
being  willing  to  found  her  own  inclination 
in  the  firft  place,  he  told  the  Phyfician  he 
was  impatient  to  fee  his  beloved  wife,  but 
would  not  till  he  fhould  know  from  him  if 
he  could  with  fafety.  The  Phyfician  men- 
tioned this  to  Laura,  who  immediately  de- 
clared that  (he  could  not  as  yet  bear  the 
company  or  cdnverfatipn  of  any  body,  ex-' 
cept  that  of  her  mother,  who  was  now 
fomewhat  better,  or  of  Signora  Sporza; 
that  even  theirs,  when  unufually  prolonged, 
occafioned  head-ach  and  fexeri£hnefs ;  (he. 
begged,  therefore,  that  no  other,  not  even 
her  brother,  or  hufband,  would  think  of 
vifiting  her  till  (he  was  ftronger.  Laura 
had  added  her  brother,  whom  (lie  had  not 
feen  fmce  the  pidure  fcene,  to  render  th^ 

exclufion 
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eiclufioh  of  her  hufband  the  lefs  extraordi- 
nary. 

Ever  fince  her  mind  had  recovered  its 
powers,  Laura  had  been  refleding  how  (he 
ought  to  proceed  in  order  to  obtain  a  re- 
paration from  her  hufband  with  the  leaft 
poffible  eclat  or  other  difagreeable  circum* 
fiance ;  having  refolved  to  conceal  her  prin- 
cipal reafon,  (he  did  notchufe  to  confult  with 
her  mother,  brother,  or  Signora  Sporza, 
till  (he  had  tried  what  effed  an  application 
to  Zeluco  hinfifelf  would  have. — What  the 
Phyfician  told  her  rendered  her  impatient 
to  make  this  trial.  Having  written  the 
following  letter,  therefore,  (he  fent  it  to  her 
hufband,  when  (he  knew  he  was  alone  in 
his  own  apartment. 

"  To  Signor  Zeluco. 

u  You  cannot  be  furprifed,  or  forry  to  be 
informed,  that  it  is  my  unalterable  refolu* 
tion  never  to  fee  you  more. 

"  I  am  the  only  witnefs  of  the  horrid 
deed. 

C  c  2  "  I  have 
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;  "  I  have  mentioned  it  to  no  mortal,  nor, 
ever  fliall,  unlefs  forced  by  your  refufal  to 
comply  with  my  propofal,  or  by  madnefs, 
which  a  fight  of  you  might  again  drive  me. 
into. 

u  The  plan  of  feparatjon  fitaU  b*  pro- 
pofed  by  me  to  my  friends,  and  on  a  pre- 
text which  cannot  affedfc  you ;  all  I  require 
is  your  concurrence  that  it  may  take  place, 
without  noife  or  difficulty* 

cr  I  demand  no  fettlement ;— but  fliall 
delay  mentioning  this  affair  to  my  relations 
till  my  mother's  health  is  a  little  better 
eftablifhed,  which  there  is  every  appear- 
ance will  be  very  foon. 

"  Do  not  think  of  turning  me  from  my 
purpofe;  the  attempt  alone  will  involve 
you  in  trouble. 

"  1  defire  no  anfwer  but  a  fimple  affent, 
and  fliall  ever  pray  that  the  mercy  of  Hea- 
ven may  be  extended  to  you. 

Laura  Seidlits* 

"Zeluco  was  preparing  to  go  abroad  when 
he  received  this  letter;  he  changed  his  pur- 

Pofe* 
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pofe,  and  remained  in  his  apartment  the 
whole  day. 

He  was  at  firft  fo  much  exafperated,  that 
he  had  thoughts  of  burfting  into  Laura's 
apartment,  demanding  an  explanation  of 
what  fhe  had  written,  with  a  view  of  in- 
timidating her  into  filehce,  by  threats  of 
confining  her  for  life  as  a  diftradfced  wo- 
man, if  fhe  dared  to  accufe  him.  But  a 
very  little  reflexion  convinced  him  of  the 
danger  fuch  a  meafure  would  be  attended 
with ;  befides,  he  faw  that  no  colouring  of 
his  would  efface  the  impreffion  which  her 
ftory,  if  fhe  was  forced  to  unfold  it,  mult 
make  on  a  public  by  no  means  difpofed  to 
think  with  partiality  of  him.  Zeluco, 
therefore,  determined  on  this  occafion  to 
bridle  the  impetuofity  of  his  rage,  and 
make  both  his  pride  and  humour  obey  the 
dictates  of  prudence  ;  he  relinquifhed  every 
openly  violent  meafure,  and  fent  the  fol- 
lowing anfwer  to  Laura : 

C  c  3       *«  Although 
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t€  Although  I  underftand  not  what 
fome  parts  of  your  letter  allude  to,  I  agree  to 
your  propofal  of  feparation  ;  when  you 
mention  this  matter  to  your  relations,  you 
will  let  them  know,  that  although  this  pro- 
ceeds  entirely  from  a  piece  of  humour  of 
your  own,  unfought  by  me,  yet  I  am  will- 
ing to  give  you  a  reafonable  annuity  fop 
life/* 

Laura  was  greatly  pleafed  with  this  an- 
fwer  ;  fhe  was  refolved  to  accept  of  no  fet- 
tlement  from  Zeluco,  but  thought  it  beft  to 
fay  nothing  on  that  head,  till  fhe  fhould 
remove  from  his  houfc.  She  herfelf 
would  have  preferred  returning  to  Ger- 
many, had  fhe  not  feared  it  would  be  dif- 
agreeable  to  her  mother,  and  had  fhe  not 
iniftrufted  her  own  heart,  which  fhe  was 
confeious  fuggefted  that  meafure  from  par- 
tiality to  Qarloftein.  The  plan,  therefore, 
which  fhe  refolved  to  adopt  immediately 
nfter  the  feparation  was,  to  take  refuge,  for 
foi$e  time  at  leaft,  ip  a  convent  at  Naples, 

or 
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or  perhaps  at  Rome  or  Florence,  where  fhe 
could  board  at  a  very  moderate  expence ; 
and  haying  determined  to  acquaint  no  mor- 
tal with  the  chief  realon  of  this  feparation, 
flie  expe&ed  to  meet  with  difficulty  in  con* 
,  vincing  her  mother  of  its  propriety ;  and 
therefore  (he  watched  the  advance  of  her 
health,  that  fhe  might  mention  it  at  a  time 
when  (he  would  fufFer  little  from  the  un- 
eaiinefs  it  would  give  her. 


Cc  4 
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CHAP.     XCIIL 


Met  me  (adfum  qui  feci),  in  me  con^ertite  ferrwtu 

Virg. 


/^•APTAIN  Seidlits  informed  his  friend 
Carloftein  of  the  efFe<fl  which  the  fight 
of  the  pi&ure  had  on  Laura ;  alfo  of  his 
own  and  Signora  Sporza's  fufpicions  relat- 
ing to  the  child's  death  and  the  mother's 
illnefs,  which  fufpicions  acquired  new 
flrength  from  the  fecond  illnefs  of  Laura, 
and  the  fingular  manner  in  which  it  had 
originated.  While  Laura  continued  in 
danger,  the  minds  of  her  relations  were  fa 
much  agitated,  that  they  could  think  of 
nothing  elfe;  but  when  the  danger  was 
over,  and  it  appeared  that  the  crifis  of  the 
fever  had  not  only  thrown  off  the  bodily 
difeafe  but  alfo  the  mental  diforder,  Seid- 
lits refumed  his  conferences  with  Carlo- 
ftein refpe&ingthe  myfterious  circumftances 

which 
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which  accompanied  the  child's  death,  and 
had  occurred  fince ;  and  Carloftein  ex- 
preffing  a  great  defire  to  fee  the  pidure, 
Seidlits  condu&ed  him  one  day  to  the  room 
in  which  it  hung. 

"  There  is  the  villaih  !"  faid  Seidlits, 
pointing  to  the  figure  of  the  foldier  with 
the  poignard.     4I  Obferve  with  what  fury 

he  aims  at  the  child." Carloftein  con* 

tinued  to  examine  the  group  with  filent  at- 
tention. 

"  It  is  true/'  refumed  Seidlits,  u  that 
there  was  no  wound  on  the  body  of  my 
filler's  infant.'* 

"  But  obferve,"  faid  Carloftein,  u  with 
what  force  the  murderer  grafps  that  child 
by  the  throat/' 

"  Po  you  not  fee  the  refemblance  which 
fir  ikes  Sighora  Sporza  ?"  continued  Seid- 
lits,. not  having  perceived  the  import  of 
Carloftein's  remark. 

"  Yes ;  I  perceive  ibmething  of  that  na- 
ture ;  not  a  great  deal  however,"  anfwered 
Carloftein,  who  already  repented  of  the 

infinufttioa 
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infinuatlon  which  had  efcaped  him,  for  he 
wiflied  not  to  ftrcngthen  his  friend's  fufpi- 
cions  without  ftronger  evidence. 
•   "  The  refemblance  feems   to  me  very 
evident/'  faid  Seidlita. 

"  Perhaps  there  is  fome  refemblance/* 
added  Carloftein  j  *  fuch  things  occur  often 
enough." 

<c  Do  you  not  think  it  would  ftrike  the 
villain  himfelf,  were  he  to  fee  it  V*  faid 
Seidlits.  \ 

u  I  fliould  think  not,"  replied  Carloftein, 
who  dreaded  the  confequence  of  his  friend's 
retaining  that  idea. 

iQ  Pray  lend  me  your  pencil,"  faid 
Seidlits  ;  u  itjhall  ftrike  him,  by  heaven  ! 
if  he  ever  looks  at  it." 

He  immediately  wrote  over  the  figure  of 
the  foldier,  the  name  of  Zeluco. — <c  There," 
faid  he,  <c  now,  it  will  be  impoffible  for 
him  to  miftake  his  reprefentative." 

Carloftein  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon 
his  friend  to  obliterate  what  he  had  writtAi; 
but  finding  him  obftinate,  he  determined 

to 
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to  get  Signora  Sporza  to  do  it  before  there 
was  any  probability  of  Zejuco's  entering 
that  room. 

As  Carloftein  and  Seidlits  walked  out  of 
|he  court,  they  met  Zeluco.  Carloftein  hav- 
ing received  the  pencil,  ftill  held  it  in  his 
hand,  but  feeing  his  friend's  eyes  kindle  at 
the  approach  of  Zeluco,  he  whifpered,"  Pray, 
fay  nothing  to  him  at  prefent." — <c  I  muft 
give  him  a  flight  hint,"  replied  Seidlits  ; 
and  then  faid  aloud  to  Zeluco,  u  We  were 
examining  the  pi&ure,  Signor,  which  af- 
fe&ed  my  fitter  fo  violently/' 

«  What  pifture  ?"  faid  Zeluco,  "  I 
know  nothing  of  a  pi&ure." 

Signora  Sporza  had  concealed  that  inci- 
dent carefully  from  him ;  having  only  in- 
formed him  that  Laura  had  relapfed %  fud- 
denly,  without  mentioning  the  caufe. 

"  By  much  the  moft  interefting  piece  in 
your  colle&ion,"  replied  Seidlits ;  "  it  had 
almoft  proved  fatal  to  your  wife:  pray  exa- 
mine it  carefully,  and  when  we  next  meet,  I 
fhall  be  glad  to  know  how  you  relifh  it/' 
jHavipg  faid  this,  Seidlit*  walked  on,  and 

Carloftein 
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Carloflein  whifpered  Zeluco,  Ci  There  is  a 
name  written  with  this  pencil  over  the  prin- 
cipal figure  ;  if  you  wifh  for  any  further 
eclairciAement,  apply  to  me. — I  (hall  be  at 
home  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  and  ready  to 
give  you  whatever  fatisfadion  you  de- 
fire." 

Carloflein  was  fully  perfuaded  that  the 
confequence  of  Zeluco's  looking  at  the 
pi&ure,  with  the  ftyle  in  which  Seidlits 
had  directed  him  to  it,  muft  be  a  perfonal 
quarrel  between  them ;  he  knew  that  Laura 
dreaded  nothing  more  than  fuch  an  event* 
and  well  remembered  with  what  earneftnefs 
{he  had  intreated  him,  if  he  fhould  ever 
fee  any  appearance  of  that  kind,  to  do  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  prevent  it.  She  had 
once  iaid,  talking  on  that  fubjeft  to  Signora 
Sporza,  that  (he  would  confider  this  as  the 
greateft  obligation  that  any  perfon  could 
confer  upon  her.  He  had  accordingly  en- 
deavoured as  much  as  he  could  to  prevail 
onSeidlits  to  obliterate  the  name;  he  had 
refolved  to  write  to  Signora  Sporza  to  do 
what  Seidlits  refufed ;  and  he  had  tried  to 

prevent 
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prevent  Seidlics  from  addreffing  Zeluco  in 
the  manner  he  did*  Having  failed  in  all* 
he  faw  no  means  of  obviating  a  perfonal 
conteft  between  the  hufband  and  brother  of 
Laura,  but  by  drawing  the  refcntment  of 
Zeluco  from  Seidlits  to  himfelf;  this  hav- 
ing ftruck  him  inftantly,  he  whifpered  Ze* 
lwco  as  has  been  mentioned. 

Cailoftein  had  alio  another  reafon  for 
being  folickou*  to  prevent  Seidlits  from 
meeting  Zeluco  in  the  field;  he  knew  thtf 
latter  to  be  far  more  fkilful  and  expert  in 
the  ufe  of  the  fmall  fword  than  his  friend* 
He  had  often  feen  them  fence  together, 
and  Zeluco  had  an  evident  fuperiority  even 
when  he  did  not  exert  his  whole  powers* 
Although  Seidlits  had  been  as  fully  con- 
vinced of  this  as   his  friend,    which  he 
was  not,  it  would,  on  the  prefent  occafion* 
have  had  no  weight  with  them.     Piftols 
were  out  of  the  queftion,  no  fuch  weapon 
being  ufed  in  affairs  of  this  nature  in  Italy. 
Carloftein  imagined  himfelf  rather  a  more 
fkilful  fencer  than  Seidlits,  though   con- 
fcious  of  being  by  much  inferior  to  Ze* 

lucoj 
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luco,  who  was  accounted  one  of  the  bed  ill 
the  kingdom  of  Naples. 

When  the  two  friends  had  walked  a  little 
way  after  quitting  Zeluco,  Seidlits  turning 
round  to  Carloftein,'  who  followed  him, 
laid,  "  I  fhali  certainly  hear  from  him  this 
afternoon  or  to-morrow." 

**  I  dare  fwear,"  anfwered  Carloftein, 
*  he  will  take  till*  to-morrow  to  confider  in 
what  manner  he  is  to  aft  an  explana- 
tion of  the  words  which  you  addrefled  to 
him." 

u  I  (hall  give  him  a  very  brief  and  clear 
explanation  whenever  he  does/'  faid  Seid- 
lits. 

cc  Suppofe,"  refumed  Carloftein,  "  he 
fliould  be  able  to  explain  to  your  fatisfac- 
tion  the  circumftances  which  feem  fo  dif- 
xnally  myfterious  to  us." 

u  I  fhall  make  an  apology  without  hefi- 
tation,"  faid  Seidlits.  "  But  you  will  attend 
me  iti  cafe  we  do  go  out  ?" 

ic  Of  courfe,"  replied  Carloftein.  "  If 
I  remember,. you  are  engaged  to  dinner  at 
our  minifter's.— You  go,  I  fuppofe  ?,f 

#<  I  cannot 
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"  I  cannot  do  otherwife,"  (aid  Seidlits ; 
u  but  I  will  leave  word  with  Targe  to  bring 
me  any  meffage." 

<c  I  am  convinced  you  will  have  none 
before  to  morrow,"  rejoined  Carloftein  j 
<l  and  if  no  accommodation  takes  place, 
you  will  probably  arrange  matters  for  the 
following  morning :— -at  all  events,  I  (hall 
have 'a  poft-chaife  prepared  to  carry  you 
dire&ly  to  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate."  . 

"  Pray  do,"  faid  Seidlits,  "  for  I  am 
confident  I  fhall  do  his  bufinefs  for  all  his 
vaunted  fkill : — there  isfome  difference  be- 
tween a  foil  and  a  fword.  Adieu,  I  muft- 
drefs  for  dinner. — You  dine  with  Mr.  N — t 
do  you  not  ?" 

"  I  do/'  replied  Carloftein  j  u  but  we 
fhall  meet  •  in  the  evening.'*  They  fepa- 
rated. 

Zeluco  had  obferved  fomething  fierce 
and  menacing  in  the  countenances  both  of 
Carloftein  and  Seidlits ;  he  was  much  more 
furprifed  at  this  in  the  former  than  in  the 
Utter,  becaufe  Carloftein  and  he  had  always 
teen  apparently,    at   lead,    on  the   moll 

friendly 
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friendly  footing.  He  could  not  comprehend 
the  import  of  what  was  faid  by  either* 
On  going  up  flairs,  he  demanded  of  one  of 
Laura's  maids,  in  what  room  her  miftrefs 
was  when  fhe  was  lad  taken  ill.  On  enter* 
ing  the  room,  he  threw  his  eyes  m  a  cur- 
fory  manner  over  the  pidures,  but  the 
moment  he  perceived  the  maffacre  of  the 
innocents,  his  heart  fhrunk  within  him, 
and  he  was  convinced  that  this  mull  be 
the  piece  in  queftkm;  with  a  trembling 
ftep  he  approached  nearer  to  the  pic* 
tore,  and  having  diftinguifhed  the  foldier 
grafping  the  neck  of  the  child,  he  flatted 
back,  as  if  the  poignard  had  been  aimed  at 
his  own  bread :—  after  a  paufe,  he  advanced 
again,  forcing  his  averted  eyes  once  more 
on  the  pi&ure,  and  with  horror  and  difinay 
obferved  his  own  name  iofcribed  over  the 
head  of  the  foldier. 

Perplexed,  confounded,  and  terrified,  he 
flirunk  down  upon  a  chair,  and  a6  foon  as 
he  was  able  to  walk,  he  ftole  down  flairs, 
and  fhut  himfelf  up  in  his  own  apart-; 
menu 

He 
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r.  He  had  promifed  to  pafs  that  evehibg 
with  Nerina,  but  finding  himfelf  in  a  (late 
of  fuch  perturbation,  quite  undetermined 
what  ideafures  to  adopt,  nor  daring"  to  in- 
form her  or  any  othef  perfoii  of  the  caufe 
of  his  perplexity ;  he  fent  a  verbal  meflage 
by  the  fervant  ufually  employed  by  them, 
importing,  That  he  was  taken  fucldenly 
HI,  and  therefore  could  not  poffibly  wait  on 
her  at  the  appointed  time;  but  if  he  found 
himfelf  better,  he  (hould  have  that  plea- 
sure the  following  evening. 

Having  difmiffed  the  footman  with  this 
meflage,  he  continued  in  painful  reflexion 
on  thefe  extraordinary  incidents ;  he  could 
no  longer  doubt  of  both  Seidlits  and  Car- 
loftem's  having  ftrong  fufpicions  of  his 
being  the  caufe  of  the  child's  death  and 
Laura's  iHnefs :  he  was  imprefled  alio  with 
the  notion  that  thofe  fufpicions  were  con- 
veyed  to  them  by  Laura,  either  defignedly, 
when  flie  recovered  her  memory,  or  unde- 
signedly, during  the  ravings  of  herdiforder: 
in  either  cafe  flie  was  the  object  of  his  un- 
diftinguifhing  vengeance. 

Vol.  II.  D  d  His 
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His  former  plan  of  treating  her  as  a 
mad  woman,  he  faw  would  not  be  of  any 
ufe  now,  when,  to  his  infinite  mortifica- 
tion, (he  was  perfe&ly  recovered.  He  felt 
(he  neceflity  under  which  he  was  to  de- 
mand an  explanation  of  Seidlits.  and  Car- 
loftein.  As  the  expreffion*  which  Carloftein 
had  whifpered  were  the  moft  dire&  and 
pointed,  he  refolved  to  begin  with  him. 
Yet  fhould  the  effe&  of  this  be  a  duel,  he 
plainly  faw,  that  by  attrading  the  public 
attention,  and  exciting  inquiries,  it  would 
produce  a  great  many  of  thofe  confequences 
he  fo  anxioufly  vilhed  to  prevent. 

In  this  (late  of  hefitation  and  direful  pcr- 
*  plexity,  how  often  did  this  wretched  man 
wifli  for  a  friend  to  whom  he  could  with 
fafety  unbofom  himfelf,  and  from  whom  he 
might  receive  counfel  and  confolation  ?  but 
having  in  the  whole  eourfe  of  his  life  been 
the  friencf  of  no  man,  he  well  knew  that 
no  man  was  his  friend.  He  could  hardly 
meet  an  eye  even  in  his  own  family,  which 
he  did  not  fufped  of  looking  on  him  with 

averfion^ 

18 
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averfiom   either  from  love  for  Laura,  or 
direfi  hatred  for  him. 

After  weighing  all  the  difficulties  and! 
dangers,  a  great  choice  of  which  prefented 
themfelves  to  his  mind,  he  could  form  no 
fixed  plan  of  future  conduct,  but  in  the 
mean  time  thought  himfelf  abfolutely  bound 
without  farther  hefitarion  to  go  and  talk  to 
Carloftein. 

In  all  cafes  where  he  was  not  difturbed 
By  continence*  which  makes  cowards  of  us 
all,  Zeluco  had  lefs  perfonal  fear  than  molt 
£eopl6 ;  but  as  he  was  equally  devoid  of 
principle,  his  notions  on  the  fubjefi  of  duel- 
ling were  fomewhat  lingular.   - 

One  of  his  maxims  was,  that  a  mart 
who  injured  another  might*  confidently 
with  good  fenfe,  and  ought,  from  a  regard 
to  his  own  chara&er,  to  fight  the  perfoa 
he  had  injured,  the  moment  he  was  re- 
quired; but  he  thought  it  in  the  highefl; 
degree  filly  irid  abfurd  in  the  injured  per- 
fon  to  take  fuch  a  dangerous  and  preca- 
rious method  of  obtaining  reparation  ;  juf- 
tice  and  common  fenfe  would  di&ate,  he 
D  d  3  imaginedt 
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imagined,  fome  more  certain  plan  of  ven- 
geance, except  indeed  the  injury  was  known 
to  the  public,  or  of  a  nature  which  ad- 
mitted of  no  delay.  In  fuch  cafes,  a  re- 
gard to  the  world's,  opinion  fuperfeded 
every  other  consideration.  His  prefent  bu- 
finefs  with  Carloftein  he  confidered  in  this 
l#ft  clafs  ;  he  had  no  doubt  of  Carloftein'* 
having  communicated  to  Seidlits  and  to 
others  what  he  had  whifpered  to  himfelf : 
therefore,  notwithftanding  that  he  confi- 
dered himfelf  as  the  injured  perfon,  not  the 
injurer,  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  demand  an  explanation  in  the  ufual 
mode;  being  determined  however  not  to 
taring  matters  to  the  laft  extremity,  if  he 
could  find  any  plaufible  means  of  avoiding 
it ;  not  that  he  feared  the  iflue  of  the  duel, 
being  too  confident  in  his  own  Ikill  to  har- 
bour any  doubt;  but  merely  becaufe  he 
wifhed,  if  poffible,  to  avoid  every  meafure 
which  might  tend  to  make  an  eclat,  or  lead 
to  inquiries  into  the  caufe  of  the  quarreh 
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CHAR    XCIV. 

What  ftronger  brcaft-plate  than  a  heart  untainted  ? 
Thrice  is  he  arm'd  that  has  his  quarrel  juft; 
And  he  but  naked,  though  lock'd  up  in  Heel,' 
Wbofe  conference  with  injuftice  is  corrupted. 

Shakespeare; 

7ELUCO  found  Carloftein,  as  he  ex- 
pe£ted,  alone.  "  You  will  not  be  fur- 
prifed  at  feeing  me,  Sir,  after  your  late  be** 
haviour,"  faid  Zeluco. 

u  I  am  not  furprifed/'  replied  Carloftein* 

"  You  promifed  me  an  explanation/, 
added  Zeluco. 

"  Propofe  your  difficulty/'  rejoined  Car* 
loftein, "  and  you'll  find  me  as  good  as  my 
word." 

"  I  was  defired  to  examine  a  piftare," 
faid  Zeluco,  fiercely. 

•<  Which  I  prefume  you  have  done/* 
added  Carloftein,  with  calmnefs. 
•  ■    •   '  D  d  3  "I  bave," 
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"  I  bave,"  anfwered  Zelucoj  "  and  I 
find  fomebody  has  had  the  infolence  to  in- 
scribe my  name  over  one  of  the  figures/' 

4*  You  could  not  mrfs  it/'  faid  Carlo-* 
ftein  ;  €i  it  was  very  diftin&ly  written  with 
this  pencil ;"  taking  the  pencil  out  of  his 
pocket  r— "  but  there  was  no  infolence  in- 
tended." 

«  What  was  intended  then;"  faid  Ze- 
luco,  in  fomewhat  of  a  milder  tone,  for  he 
began  to  imagine  that  Carloftein  meant  to 
explain  it  in  a  friendly  or  jocular  manner. 

n  It  was  intended,"  replied  Carloftein, 
in  a  fedate  and  folemn  accent,  "  to  fignify 
the  conformity  of  charader  and  conduit 
between  you  and  a  murderer."  . 

This  anfwer,  being  rather  unexpe&ed* 
difco^certea  Zeluco  a  little  i  but  recovering 
himfelf,  he  faid,  "  You  can  have  but 
one  meaning  by  fuch  behaviour,  Sir*  I 
expe<a  you  will  meet  me  to* morrow  mora* 
ing." 

"  Wherever  you  are  $> leafed  to  appoint,** 
faid  Carloftein 

After 
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•  After  fomc  farther  converfatipn,  they 
agreed  to  meet  at  a  remote  fpot  which  hap- 
pened to  be  near  the  villa  where*  Nerina 
dwelt,  and  at  an  early  hour;  each  to  be 
attended  by  a  friend. 

"  I  prefume,"  faid  Zeluco,  u  Captain 
Seidlits  will  accompany  you." 

"  He  is  the  very  laft  man  I  fhould  think 
of  on  this  occafion  j  neither  Captain  Seid- 
lits, nor  any  other  perfon,  except  the  gen- 
tleman who  is  to  attend  me,  {hall  know  of 
what  has  pafled  between  us;,  for  this  I 
pledge  my  honour.'*  As  Carloftein  pro* 
nounced  the  lad  fentence,  he  looked  at  Ze- 
luco  as  if  he  expe&ed  an  aflu ranee  to  the 
fame  purpofe  from  him, 

"  None  but  a  coward  would  a£fc  other- 
wife,"  faid  Zeluco. 

u  It  is  well,"  faid  Carloftein.    «c  Now, 
Signor,  your  weapon  in 

"  The  fword,    unqueftionably,"  replied 
Zeluco. 

u  Although  you  are  the  challenger,  and 

I  am  not  ignorant  of  your,  dexterity  at 

D  d  4  that 
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that  particular  weapon,  I  agree,"  faid  Car* 
loftein. 

"  If  you  have  any  objedion  to  the  wea- 
pon of  a  gentleman,  you  fhould  have 
thought  of  it  before  you  infulted  one,"  faid 
Zeluco. 

11  I  have  told  you/'  faid  Carloftein,  "  that 
I  agree." 

Immediately  on  their  feparating,  Carlo- 
ftein informed  Mr*  N of  all  that  h&d 

.  pafled  i  and  afked  the  favour  of  his  accom- 
panying him  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

Mr.  N  accepted  the  invitation,  after 

having  expreffed  his  admiration  of  the  ge- 
nerous condud  of  Carloftein ;  for  he  plainly 
perceived,  notwithftanding  Carloftein's  hav- 
ing pafled  over  that  circumftance,  that  he 
had  provoked  the  quarrel,  to  prevent  Seid- 
lits  from  being  engaged  in  it.  Garioftein 
begged  that  he  would  let  nothing  efcape 
him,  in  cafe  of  his  meeting  Seidlits,  that 
could  give  him  any  fufpicion  of  what  was 

intended.  Mr.  N affured  him  he  would 

be  on  his    guard.     "  But  J  am  afraid,? 
-    "     -  added 
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added  he,  u  that,  by  your  eagernefs  to 
prevent  Laura  from  the  danger  of  lofing 
a  brother,  you  expofe  her  to  a  misfor- 
tune which  flic  will  feel  with  ftill  fevercr 
ahguifh." 

Carloflein  made  no  other  anfwer  to  thii 
obfervation  of  Mr.  N  *8,  than  a  gentle 
inclination  of  the  head. 

The  generous  friendship  of  Mr.  N 
for  Carloflein  was  increafed,  and  not  di* 
minifhed,  by  the  great  regard  which  he  had 
long  obferved  Laura  had  for  him.  What 
gave  him  mod  uneafinefs  in  the  bufmels' 
of  the  following  morning  wa6,  the  fear  of 
any  fatal  accident  happening  to  Carloflein, 
which,  although  he  fhould  regret  oji^hi* 
own  account,  he  was  of  a  character  to  re*, 
gret  doubly  on  account  of  the  afSi&ion  it 
would  occafion  to  Laura. 

When  Carloflein  met  Seidlits  in  the  even- 
ing, he  told  him,  That  he  had  as  yet  heard 
nothing  from  Zduco. 

Carloflein  anfwered,  That  he  was  coa- 
vinced  there  would  beno  meflage  till  next 
day  i  "^Indeed,"  added  he,  cl  I  think  you 
t  had 
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bad  beft  keep  out  of  his  way  for  this  even- 
iagi  let  him  digeft  what  he  has  already 
got,  before  you  give  him  any  new  provo- 


cation." 


n 


If  a  fight  of  me  diftuibs  his  digeftion," 
laid  Seidlits,  u  he  muft  keep  out  of  my 
way,  for  I  (hall  certainly  take  no  pains  to 
keep  out  of  his ;  nor  will  I  circumfcribe 
joy  walks  or  vifits  on  account  of  any  man 
alive." 

u  I  only  meant  for  this  evening,"  re- 
joined Carloftein. 

"  Well,*  interrupted  Seidlits,  "if  he 
wifhes  not  to  meet  me  this  evening,  he  had 
heft  not  appear  at  the  Cctffo ;  for  I  am  en- 
gaged with  fome  company  there  about  this 
lime,  and  (hall  go  diredly;  perhaps  you 
will  go  with  me. — Carloftein  excufed  him- 
felf,  after  begging  of  his  friend  to  rec- 
tum foon  to  their  lodgings.  He  was  parti- 
cularly folicitous  to  prevent  Seidlits  from 
meeting  with  Zeluco  that  evening,  fore- 
feeing  that  it  might  entirely  defeat  the 
plan  ie  had  already  fettled  for  the  next 
morning. 

to 
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In  the  mean  while,  Zetuco,  wfthiog  tp 
conceal  the  fource  of  this  diipute  as  long  as 
poffible,  did  not  chafe  to  apply  to  any 
perfon  acquainted  with  SeidUts  or  Laura 
to  accompany  him  next  morning!  left  they 
fhould  make  inquiries  which  he  might  not 
chufe  to  anfwer;  he  therefore  waited  on 
Bertram  the  Genevois*  and  as  an  old  bro- 
ther officer,  and  a  perfon  of  whofe  gallant 
fpirit  he  had  an  high  opinion,  begged 
he  would  accompany  him  the  following 
morning  on  an  affair  of  honour  with  a 
foreign  officer,  who,  he  faid,  had  infulted 
him. 

Bertram  hefitated,  and  expreffed  a  defirc 
of  knowing  the  particulars  of  the  quarrel ; 
u  Is  there  no  poffibility,"  faid  he,  "  of  ac* 
commodating  the  affair  ?" 

Zeluco  aflured  him  he  had  been  infulted 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  no  gentleman  could 
bear,  without  a  very  ample  apology ;  and 
then,  to  prevent  his  infilling  on  knowing 
the  particulars,  added,  c(  If  my  antagonift 
Agrees  to  make  fuch  an  apology  as  you 

(hail 
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ihall  think  fufficient,  I  aflfure  you  that  it 
£ball  fatisfy  mc.w 

Bertram  then  conferred,  in  the  hope  that 
it  would  be  in  his  power  to  bring  the  affair 
to  an  amicable  termination.  On  being  in- 
formed of  the  place,  he  rccolle&ed  it  per- 
fectly, having  frequently  taken  notice  of  it 
during  the  various  excurfions  which  he  had 
spade  fince  his  arrival  at  Naples ;  and  he 
promifed  to  call  on  Zeluco  precifely  at  the 
hour  appointed. 

\Vhen  £eluco  returned  home  he  found 
the  following  letter  from  Nerina : 

fl  Merciful  Heaven !  what  is  the  mat* 
ter  with  ypu  ?  What  am  I  to  think  of  a 
verbal  meffage  of  fuch  cruel  import  ?  Do 
.you  not  know  how  my  foul  doats  oti  you  ? 
Po  you  not  know  how  miferably  I  pafs  the 
lingering  moments  which  cruel  fate  obliges 
me  to  fpend  out  of  your  company  ? — Or,  are 
you  fo  ill  that  you  cannot  write?— Ah  !  let 
me  not  palliate  your  conduct  by  a  fuppofi- 
tion  which  would  render  me  more  wretched 

tbaa 
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than  even  your  negled.  No;  let  mete 
Weft  in  the  certainty  of  your  recovery; 
and  I  will  endeavour  to  fupport  whatever 
other  misfortune  may  befai  me.  Let  me 
know  by  the  bearer  at  what  hour  I  may 
expe&  you  to-morrow.  But  I  earneftly 
intreat,  that  no  confideration,  which  folely 
regards  me,  may  induce  you  to  venture  out 
fboner  than  it  can  be  done  with  fafety  to 
your  health ;  that  I  may  not  purchafe  a 
tranfient  happinefs  at  the  price  of  a  whole 
life  of  defpair.  Alas  !  why  am  I  not  per- 
mitted to  tend  you,  to  watch  you  through 
the  fleeplefs  night,  and  endeavour  to  cheer 
the  gloom  of  ficknefs  ?  that  were  happi- 
nef6  indeed,  when  compared  to  the  tor* 
tures  of  abfence  and  uncertainty.  Writer 
or  rather  let  your  valet  write,  a  fhort  line 
to  the  wretched 

«  Nerima* 

Zeluco  was  himfelf  a  great  diflemblerv 
exceedingly  profufe  in  compliments,  and 
pfofeffions  of  attachment,  naturally  fuf- 
picious*  and  generally  acute  in  difcovering 

the 
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the  concealed  motives  and  defigns  of  others  j 
yet  the  cajoleries  of  this  woman  lulled  his 
ttfual  diffidence,  and  his  penetration  was 
the  dupe  oY  his  vanity. 

Had  he  feen  fuch  a  letter  as  this  from  any 
woman  tp  another  man,    he  would  have 
been  inftantly  convinced  that  the  artful  ef- 
fufipn  was  dictated  by  affeded,  not  real, 
paffion ;  and  he  would  have  confidered  it  as 
weaknefs  and  vanity  in  any  man  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon  by  it  for  a  moment ;  yet  fuch  is 
the  fafcination  of  felf-love,  that  he  thought 
the   fame   fentiments   fin  cere  and  natural 
when  he  was  himfelf  their  objeft,  that  he 
would  have  confidered  as  extravagant  and 
deceitful  had  they  been  addrefled  to    an- 
other man.     His  anfwer  was  couched  in 
the  following  words : 

C€  My  cleared  Nerina, 
c<  Make  yourfelf  eafy — I  am  fomewhat 
better  already.  Your  affectionate  letter  has 
contributed  to  my  recovery.  When  my 
fervant  left  me,  I  could  not  write  without 
pain }  but  had  I  thought  of  the  uneafinefs 

which 
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which  the  omiflioa  would  give  you,  I  fhould 
not  have  permitted  him  to  return  without 
a  letter.  I  may  poffibly  have  it  in  my 
power  to  wait  on  you  to-morrow  at  dinner, 
certainly  not  fooner ;  at  any  rate  you  will 
hear  from  me,  and  you  need  not  expeft 
me,  npr  fend  any  meffage  till  then. 

I  remain  mod  affe&ionately, 

"  Yours,  &c.  &c." 


u 
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CHAP*    XW»'  "     "** 
-r-  quo  modo  *<folefceqtult9&;' ;  ^  G«" 


Meretricum  ingenia  et  mores  poflet  nofcetp  t 
Mature  ut  cum  cognorit,  perpetuo  oderif. 

Terent.     ' 

IMMEDIATELY  after  engaging  Ber-  , 
tram  to  accompany  him  to  the   field,  t 
Zeluco  took  precaution*  to  iofure  his  own 
efcape  out  of  the  f  kingdom  of  Naples,  in 
cafe  it  flxqukl  be  neceffary ;  he  jfce*t  em- 
ployed himfetf  in  burning  certain  papers* . ; 
in  arranging  others  ;  and  having  prepared  : 
whatever  he  thought  neceffary,  and  given  ^ 
order 8  to  his  fervaat  at  what  hour  to  call 
him  in  the  morning,  he  went  to  bed  in  the 
hope  of  being  refxefhed  by  deep  before  his 
meeting  with  Carloftein ;  but  fuch  a  tem-  * 
pert  of  diftrafting  thoughts  rufhed  on  hi*  ' 
mind  as   totally  deprived  him  of  repdfe. 
The  violent  impreffion  which  the  fight  of 
the  painted  murderer  of  a  child  had  made 

on 
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On  Laura,  with  which  he  thought  even  her 
maids  were  acquainted,  was  fufficient  to 
create  a  pretty  general  fufpicion  of  the  real 
fad.  What  had  been  written  to.  him  by 
Laura,  ftrongly  hinted  by  Seidlits,  and  di- 
re&ly  aflerted  by  Carloftein,  were  evidences 
that  they  all  believed  him  to  be  acceflary  to 
the  death  of  the  child.  And  he  often 
cutied  the  unlucky  incidents  by  which, 
while  he  was  proje&ing  a  fchetae  of  fecure 
revenge  againft  his  wife  and  her  brother, 
he  found  himfelf  unavoidably  engaged  in 
a  con^eft,  on  equal  terms,  with  a  third  per- 
fon,  againft  whom  he  never  before  had 
harboured  any  enmity.  In  the  event  of 
his  killing  Carloftein,  of  which  he  had  little 
doubt,  it  ftruck  him  that  Laura,  or  perhaps 
her  brother,  might  during  his  abfence  men- 
tion fuch  circumftances  relative  to  the  child's 
death,  as  would  give  the  public  an  impret- 
fion  againft  him,  which  they  themfelves, 
fhould  they  be  fo  inclined  afterwards,  might 
not  be  able  to  efface. 

This  idea  prompted  him  to  rife  and  to 
frrite  a  letter  addrefled  to  Laura,  in  which 

Voi,,  II.  E  e  he 
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he  cautioned  her  io  general  terms  not  to 
allow  any  ex  predion  to  efcape  her  which 
might  injure  him  during  his  temporary 
abfence ;  and  advifing  her  to  admonifh  her 
brother  to  the  fame  effeft ;  for  that  any 
thing  of  that  nature  would  prove  ruinous 
to  themfelves,  and  would  moft  materially 
injure  her  mother.  This  letter  he  fealed 
and  put  into  his  pocket,  intending  to  fend 
it  to  her  from  the  field,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be 
neceflary  after  his  bufinefs  with  Carloftein 
was  over. 

The  pi&ure  and  the  infeription  came 
next  into  his  recolledion  ;  he  had  already 
locked  the  door  of  the  room,  and  put  the 
key  into  his  efcritore  ;  but  now,  all  the  fa- 
mily being  afleep,  he  ftole  again  to  the 
room,  unfixed  the  pi&ure  from  the  wall, 
brought  it  into  his  own  bed-chamber!  and 
burnt  it  to  afhes. 

He  threw  himfelf  again  into  his  bed,  but 
with  as  little  fuccefs  as  before ;  a  retrofped 
of  his  paft  life,  which  obtruded  itfelf  upon 
his  mind  in  fpite  of  all  his  endeavours  to 
exclude  it,  and  the  dread  of  the  world's 
22  foon^ 
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Toon  reviewing  it  in  the  fame  light  that  he 
himfelf  did,  with  a  confufed  profpett  of 
confequences  which  he  dreaded  without 
knowing  how  to  prevent,  banifhed  fleep 
from  his  pillow.  He  rofe,  and  walked  with 
.  precipitation  about  his  chamber,  as  if  he 
could  have  diflipated  the  uneafinefs  of  his 
mind  by  the  agitation  of  his  body.  Ne- 
rina's  letter .  lay  on  the  table— he  read  it 
once  more,  and  with  redoubled  compla- 
cency.— Convinced  of  the  fincerity  of  her 
attachment,  he  could  not  flatter  himfelf 
with  the  friendfhip  of  another  perfon  on 
earth : — in  moments  of  difficulty  and  dif- 
trefs,  it  is ,  natural  for  the  mod  arrogant 
and  ftubborn  of  the  human  race  to  wifh 
for  the  fupport  of  friendfhip  and  of  love, 
however  powerlefs  the  perfon  is  in  whofe 
bread  they  refide.  There  was  yet  an  in- 
terval of  two  or  three  hours  to  the  time 
at  which  Bertram  was  to  call  for  him.  la 
the  ftate  of  anxiety  and  impatience  in  which 
Zeluco  was,  it  appeared  art  age. 

t .    With  what  a  leaden  and  retarding  weight 
Docs  expectation  load  the  wings  of  time  *  ? 
•  Mafon. 

E  e  a  This 
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This  fine  obfenration  of  the  poet  it  not 
only  highly  applicable  where  he  places  it, 
hot  is  alfo  juft  when  the  mind  is  agitated 
with  the  thoughts  of  any  important  event 
which  we  know  to  be  unavoidable,  and  have 
no  hopes  of  tranquillity  till  it  has  taken 
place.  Zeluco  had  fometimes  found  that 
Nerina  had  the  art  of  unloading  the  wings 
of  time;  and  being  feized  with  an  irrefiftible 
defire  of  palling  the  interval  till  he  fhould 
meet  Carloftein  with  her,  he  ordered  his 
horfes  to  be  got  ready,  and  wrote. the  fol- 
lowing note  dire&ed  to  Bertram : 

«  Dear  Bsrtkam, 

ic  I  have  ordered  two  horfes  to  be  ready,  . 
one  for  you,  the  other  for  the  fervant,  who 
will  deliver  you  this,  and  then  accompany 
you  to  the  appointed  place,  where  you  will 
find  me  waiting  your  arrival.  I  will  then 
inform  you  why  I  fet  out  before  you. 

*c  I  am  your  aflured  friend, 
*c  and  obliged  fervant, 

•*  Zeluco/1 

Having 
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Having  given  the  neceflary  dire&ions  to 
the  fervant  who  waited  for  Bertram,  he  fat 
out,  attended  by  another  fervant,  for  the 
habitation  of  Nerirti,  where  he  arrived  a 
little  after  day-break. 

Confident  of  a  cordial  welcome  at  all 
hours,  he  entered  without  knocking,  by  the 
means  of  a  key  which  he  kept  for  that 
purpofe.  Being  obliged  to  pafs  through^ 
the  parlour  in  his  way  to  the  bed-chamber 
of  Nerina,  he  was  fomewhat  furprifed  to 
find  her  maid  up  at  fo  early  an  hour.  The 
maid  was  ftill  more  furprifed  at  feeing  him. 
He  afked  how  her  miftrefs  was,  and  wjth* 
out  waiting  for  her  anfwerrwalked  towards 
Nerina's  chamber. 

"  Maria  Vergine  !"  cried  the  maid,  run- 
niog  between  him  and  the  door. 

«'  What  is  the  matter  ?"  faid  Zeluco. 

*'  Lord,  Sir !"  cried  the  maid,  u  jou- 
cannot  fee  my  miftrefs  at  prefent/' 

"Why  not?" 

"  Dear  Sir,"  replied  the  maid,  u  only 
flay  in  the  parlour,  till  I  acquaint  my  mif- 
trefs that  -you  are  here." 

Ee  3  «  PfhaP 
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"  PAul*'  faid  Zeluco,  pushing  her  afide. 

"  O  Lord,  Sir  V9  cried  the  maid,  taking 
hold  of  his  coat,  u  you  will  terrify  my 
miftrefs  out  of  her  fenfes,  if  you  go  in  to 
her  at  this  unfeafonable  hour." 

"  Get  along ;'  faid  Zeluco,  (baking  her 
from  him. 

"  My  miftrefs  is  indifpofed,  Sir ;  flic  is 
extremely  ill,*'  faid  the  maid. 

"  111  !"  cried  Zeluco. 

€C  Yes,"  fa|d  the  maid;  c<  (he  has  been 
exceedingly  ill  thefe  two  days." 

"  She  did  not  mention  that  in  the  letter 
I  received  from  her  yefterday." 

"  No !  that  is  very  odd,  indeed,"  cried 
the  maid,  <c  but  fhe  has  forgot  it  j  for  you 
fc'iow  my  miftrefs  fometimcs  has  but  an  in-, 
different  memory.  Pray,  Sir,  be  fo  oblig- 
ing as  t3  return  to  the  parlour,  till  I  inform 
my  miftrefs  that  you  are  come;  when  I 
have  infc  nrred  her,  I  dare  fwear  (he  will  be 
very  happy  to  fee  you.     But " 

"  Peace,  babler,"  cried  Zeluco,  pufhing 
her  afide,  and  walking  through  the  paflage 
towards  Nerina's  bed  chamber. 

"  Pray, 
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'  M  Pray,  Signor  Zeluco,  ftay  in  the  par- 
lours indeed,  Signor  Zeluco,  you'll  frighten 
my  miftrefs,— dear  Signor  Zeluco, — I  pro- 
teft,  Signor  Zeluco/*  following  him  through 
the  paflage,  and  raifing  her  voice  louder 
and  louder;  but  perceiving  him  pufhing 
with  violence  at  the  door  of  the  bed;  cham- 
ber, (he  fcreamed,  cl  O,  my  poor  miftrefs 
will  be  murdered,*'  and  immediately  the 
voice  of  Nerina  was  heard  from  with- 
in, (hrieking  and  crying  ou%  "  mtirder ! 
rape  !  murder  !  villain  J  morifter,  be 
gone  1" 

Zeluco  drew  his  fword,  drove  the  door 
open  with  a  violent  kick  of  his  foot,  and 
to  his  utter  aftoniftiment,  faw  a  man,  half- 
drefled,  (landing  by  the  bed  of  Nerina. 

"  What  is  your  bufinefs  here,  fcoun- 
drel  ?*'  cried  Zeluco,  furious  with  rage,  and 
making  a  pufh  at  hirfl  with  his  fword. 

The  fellow  very  dexteroufly  put  the 
fword  afide  with  one  hand,  plunged  a"  fti- 
letto  into  the  bowels  of  Zeluco  with  the 
other,  and  made  hi$vefcape. 

Zsluco  fell  to  the  ground. 

E  e  4  Nerina, 
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Nerina,  who  had  continued  {creaming 
from  the  bed,  feeing  Zelucofall,  fprang  up, 
exclaiming, "  Oh,  the  villain  has  murdered 
my  dear  Lord/'  kneeling  down  by  him, 
and  offering  her  aid. 

4i  Be  gone,  perfidious  wretch  !"  faid  Zfi- 
luco,  with  a  faint  voice. 

With  loud  lamentations  fhe  took  all  the 
faints  of  heaven,  with  the  angels  and  bleff- 
ed  martyrs,  to  witnefs,  that  fhe  was  inno- 
cent as  the  cfrafte  Sufanna,  or  the  Holy 
Virgin  herfelf;  for  that  the  villain  had 
concealed  himfelf  in  her  chamber,  with  an 
intention  to  rob  or  murder  her;  and 
that  being  awakecl  by  thq  voice  of  her 
maid  in  the  paffage,  fhe  had  perceived 
him  for  the  firft  time,  and  inftantly  cried 
out. 

Zeluco,  without  feeming  to  regard  her, 
defired  the  maid  to  call  in  his  pwn  fefr 
vant. 

.  As  footr  as  with  his  affiftance  he  was 
placed  tm  the  bed,  a  meffage  was  difpatched 
to  NapteVfor  furgeons, 

:  '?""  •  The 
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The  man  who  dabbed  Zeluco,  we  had 
Hot  occafion  to  mention  before,  although 
Jie  was  an  old  acquaintance  of  Nerina'a, 
JHe  was  originally  a  rope-dancer  ;  fhe  had 
firft  feen  him  at  Venice,  where  he  was 
.greatly  admired .  for  his  fhape,  ftrength, 
^nd  agility,  She  found  means  to  prevail 
on  him  to  quit  his  profeffion,  and  attach 
himfelf  entirely  to  her  iervice;  be  had  pome 
yrith  her  firft  to.  Rome,  where  he  attended 
Jier  as  a  fervant  out' of  livery,  and  after- 
wards accompanied  her  to  Naples.  Zeluco* 
foon  after  his  connexion  with  Nerina,  faw 
Something  in  this  man's  appearance  which 
he  did  not  relifh ;  and  he  gave  her  a  hint 
to  that  effeft.  Nerina  inftantly  difmifled 
him  with  fuch  an  air  of  indifference,  as 
diffipated  certain  ideas  which  began  to  arife 
in  the  fufpicious  mind  of  Zeluco.  The  dif- 
miffion  however  was  of  little  importance ; 
the  man  remained  fecretly  at  Naples,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bed-chamber  of  Nerina, 
when  (he  thought  berlelf  fecure  of  not  be- 
ing vifued  by  Zeluco;  thofe  interviews  were 
unknown  to  all  the  fervants  except  Nerina  s 

confidential 
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confidential  maid,  who  was  a&ually  fit- 
•ting  up  for  the  purpofe  of  letting  him 
out  before  the  other  fervants  fliould  get 
up,  when  Zeluco  entered  fo  unexpect- 
edly. 

When  Nerina  heard  the  voice  of  her 
maid,  (he  comprehended  the  reafons  of  her 
noify  remonftrance8,  and  perceiving  that 
Zeluco  was  breaking  into  the  room,  {he 
inftantly  formed  a  refolution  worthy  of  her 
abandoned  charader :  {he  fcreamed  and  ac- 
cufed  her  paraipour  of  violence,  with  a 
view  to.  convince  Zelufo  of  her  own  inno- 
cence, and  inftigate  him  to  put  the  man  to 
death  as  a  houfebreaker.  The  fcene  how- 
ever  took  a  different  tyro,  and  Zeluco  faw 
the  whole  in  a  trup  point  of  view. 

When  the  perfon  who  was  fent  to  Naples 
for  the  furgeoqs  was  returning,  he  met 
Bertram,  who  had  juft  mounted  his  horfe, 
and,  accompanied  by  the  other  fervant,  was 
going  to  the  rendezvous :  this  perfon  know- 
ing Zeluco's  fervant,  informed  him  of  the 
-misfortune  which  had  happened  to  his 
matter.     Bertram  defired  to  be  conduced 

as 
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4ft  faft  as'  poflibbe  to  the  houfe  where  Ze- 
luco lay. 

They  overtook  Carloftein  and  Mr.  N~~, 
who  were  riding  to  the  appointed  place. 
Bertram  informed  Mr.  N— —  of  what  he 
had  juft  heard,  and  they  all  rode  to  the 
dwelling  of  Nerina. 

Carloftein  and  Mr.  N -  remained  in 

the  parlour,  while  Bertram  introduced  the 
furgeon  and  his  affiftant  into  the  room  id % 
which  Zeluco  was.  He  ftretched  forth  hia 
hand  to  Bertram,  faying,  "  I  am  glad  to 
fee  you  ;  when  my  wound  has  been  exa- 
mined, I  wi(h  to  have  fome  converfation 
With  you.  In  the  mean  time/'  added  hef 
pointing  to  Nerina,  €*  let  that  woman  be 
fecured  and  kept  feparate  from  her  maid  * 
(he  is  the  caufe  of  what  has  happen- 
ed^ 

Zeluco  had  kept  his  own  fervant  by  him 
from  the  time  he  received  the  wound  till 
Bertram  with  the  others  arrived ;  Nerina 
had  alio  remained  conllantly  in  the  room, 
$nd  had  often  renewed  her  lamentations. 
Zeluco  took  no  other  notice  of  her,  than 

by 
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by -begging  of  her  not  to  make  a  noife,  { 

for  he  was  in  great  pain.  His  eyes  were 
jjow  open  to  her  true  charader,  and  £he 
attempted  in  vain  to  deceive  him  any  more; 
yet  he  explaiqed  himfelf  only  by  keeping  a 
fteady  filence  till  Bertram  came. 

A  more  unpleafant  party  than  this  mud 
have  been,  can  hardly  be  conceived,  confift- 
ing  of  Zeluco  lying  wounded  on  the  bed    . 
of  Nerina  j    Nerina  herfclf  in   the  moft 
agonizing  ftate  of  fufpenfe.     The  fervant 
of  Zeluco  was  the  only  perfon  of  the  com- 
pany tolerably  at  his  eafe,and  be  was  rather 
anxious  that  his  mailer  fhould  die,  that  he 
might  be  relieved  from  a  troublefome  at*, 
tendance ;  and  that  Nerina,  whom  he  hear-r 
tily  hated*  might  be  hanged. 
.   But  when  ihe  heard  herfelf  fo  plainly 
accufed  by  Zeluco,  in  the  directions  he  ad* 
drefled  to  Bertram,  (he  began  to  vindicate 
her  innocence  with  all  that  violence  qf  vo* 
ciferation  which   fo    often  attends  guilt. 
Being  forced  out  of  the  room  by  the  com- 
pany, {he  and  her  maid  were  fecured  in 
fcparate  chambers. 

Zeluco 
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Zeluco  fiiffered  great  pain  while  the 
date  of  his  wound  wa9  examined ;  after 
dreffing  it,  however,  the  furgeon  gave  him 
hopes  of  recovery,  but  declared  it  neceflary 
that  he  (hould  be  kept  quiet,  which,  as  he 
found  himfelf  eafier  and  inclined  to  deep 
after  the  dreffing,  Zeluco  agreed  to.  He 
earneftly  begged  of  Bertram  not  to  leave 
the  houfe,  who  affuring  him  he  had  no  fuch 
intentions,  they  all  left  the  room  except 
one  fervant. 

Bertram   then    joined  Mr,  N and 

Carloftein  in  the  parlour,  with  the  furgeon, 
who.  was  the  fame  that  had  formerly  at- 
tended Zeluco.  He  fpoke  more  dubioufly 
of  his  recovery  jothefe  gentlemen  than  he 
had  done  to  the  patient  himfelf;  and  leav- 
ing an  afliftant  to  be  at  hand  in  cafe  of  ao 
J?-'*'*  .  f  cident,  hefet  out  for  Naples,  promifing  to 
return  in  the  morning. 

Bertram,  with  a  franknefs  which  be- 
longed to  his  charader,  and  which  was  en- 
couraged by  the  appearance  and  manners 
of  Carloftein,  informed  him  by  what  ac- 
cident he  himfelf  came  there,  and  of  the 

whole 
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whole  of  his  connexion  with  Zeluco;    fie 
exprefled  a  defire  of  knowing  what  was  the" 
origin  of  their  quarrel,  for  he  underftood* 
that  Carloftein  was  the  perfon  Zeluco  was 
to  have  met,  had  he  not  been  prevented  by 
the  'accident  juft  mentioned. 

Carloftein  refrained  from  mentioning  the 
real  foprce  of  the  quarrel,  faying,  it  was 
an  unlucky  bufinefs,  of  a  delicate  nature, 
which  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  reveal,  ex* 
prefling  at  the  fame  time  a  humane  con-* 
cern  for  the  condition  of  Zeluco,  and  the 
higheft  cfteem  for  Bertram,  with  whofe 
character  Mr.  N had  acquainted  him. 

Carloftein  and  Mr.  N— —  were  ftill  con- 
verfing  with  Bertram,  when  the  officers  of 
juftice  arrived.  Zeluco  being  acquainted 
with  this,  defired  to  fee  them ;  in  the  bit- 
tereft  terms  he  accufed  Nerina  of  being  an 
accomplice  of  the  fellow  who  had  ftabbed 
him  ;  declared  that  he  recolleded  this  man 
to  be  the  fame  whom  fhe  had  brought  to 
Naples  in  her  fervice,  and  had  difmifled  at 
his  requeft.  Nerina  did  not  fufpeft  that 
Zeluco  had  recognized  this  man ;  fhe  there** 

fore 
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fore  denied  that  (he  had  ever  feen  him; 
but  the  maid,  who  was  examined  apart, 
acknowledged  that  he  was  the  perfori  who 
had  formerly  been  in  Nerina's  fervice,  and 
with  whom  fhe  had  been  connected  ever 
fince.  '  They  were  both  carried  to  prifon. 


448  ZELUtO. 


CHAP.    xcvr. 

Carloftein  vifits  7*ekco. 

^ELUCO  having  demanded  of  Ber- 
tram whether  he  had  heard  any  thing 
of  the  gentleman  whom  he  was  to  have 
met,  Bertram  informed  him  that  ^  Car- 
loftein was  then  in  the  houfe,  and  of  his 
humane  behaviour  ever  fince  he  had  heard 
of  the  unlucky  accident. 

Zeluco  expreffing  a  defire  to  fpeak  with 
him  alone,  Carloftein  was  introduced. 

"  It  is  doubtful,  Signor,"  faid  Zeluco* 
u  when,  or  if  ever,  it  will  be  in  my  power 
%to  meet  you  in  the  way  we  had  agreed 
upon  ;  but  it  would  be  fatisfa&ory  to  me 
in  the  mean  time  to  know  whether  you 
and  Captain  Seidlits  received  from  my  wife 
the  impreffions  which  both  of  you  feem  to 
entertain/! 

Carloftein 
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Catfoftem  replied,  That  both  he  and1 
Seidlits  had  received  the  impreflions  he  al- 
luded to  from  certain  circumftanfies  they 
had  themfelves  obferved,  without  theif 
having  been  pointed  out  by  any  third  per- 
fon  whatever ;  that  as  for  hb  own  part  he 
had  never  once  feen  Laura  fince  her  being 
firfl  taken  ill,  and  that  he  knew  flie  had1 
been  at  great  pains  both  before  and'  fince 
her  illnefs,  to  make  her  brother  believe 
that  flie  lived  on  the  beft  terms  with  her 
hufbarid,  and  feemed  extremely  unhappy 
when  (he  perceived  that  Captain  Seidfitr 
fufpe&ed  the  contrary,  and  had  endeavour- 
ed by  every  means  to  convince  him  that 
his  fufpicion  was  ill  founded* 

Zeluco  feemed  fatisfied  with  this  expla- 
nation ;  "  I  have  a  curiofity  to  knowalfo/* 
laid  he,  <f  if  you  have  no  obje&iqn,  what 
was  your  inducement  to  dray  upon  your* 
felf  a  quarrel  which  Captain  Seidlits  was 
fuffieiently  eager  to  make  his  own  ?" 

cc  As  you  fay  this  will  afford  you  fatifi- 
feabn,  Signor,"  replied  Carloftein,  •'  t 
(hall  not  fcruple  to  tell  you,  that  when  I 

Vol.  II.  $  £  h$ani 
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heard  Captain  Seidlits  exprefs  himfelf  in 
the  manner  he  did  to  you  at  your  laft 
meeting,  I  thought  it  probably  would  pro- 
duce a  quarrel  between  you,  which  might 
end  fatally  to  one  or  other;  which  ever 
fell,  the  confequence  would  be  unfortunate 
for  Madame  de  Seidlits  and  her  daughter ; 
the  former  mud  lofe  a  fon-in-law,  and  the 
latter  a  brother  or  hufband  $  whereas  my 
.being  your  antagonist  could  not  have  fuch 
ill  confequences;  if  the  chance  went  againft 
mef  they  would  be  deprived  of  no  fuch 
near  relation;  and  even  in  the  event  of  your 
falling  by  my  fwotd,  they  would  be  in- 
volved in  lefs  trouble  than  if  you  fhould 
owe  your  death  to  their  neareft  relation/' 

<c  It  is  impoffible  not  to  admire  your 
conduct,  Sir,"  faid  Zeluco  ;  "  you  muft 
take  a  prodigious  intereft  in  thofe  two 
ladies." 

4i  There  are  no  two  perfons  on  earth, 
Signor,  for  whom  I  have  a  greater  regard ; 
their  virtues  command  the  efteem  of  all 
who  have  the  honour  of  knowing  them; 
but  independent  of  my  friendlhip  fqr  them, 

I  will 
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I  will  confefs  to  you,  that  another  consider- 
ation had  weight  with  me ;  I  am  indebted 
for  my  own  life  to  the  gallantry  of  Captain 
Seidlits  j  I  waadefirojis  therefore  of  feizing, 
without  hi8  knowledge,  a  chance  of  re- 
paying what  I  owed  him,  by  taking  the 
confequencee,  whatever  they  might  be,  of 
a  meeting  with  you." 

"  Captain  Seidlits  is  much  to  be  envied,'* 
faid  Zeluco,  with  a  figh,  u  in  haying  fuch 
a  friend; — perhaps/'  continued  he,  after 
a  paufe,  cc  it  may  yet  be  in  my  power  to 
convince  both  you  and  your  friend,  that 
what  you  have  miftaken  in  my  conduct  was 
intirely  owing  to  the  malice  and  bafe  fug- 
geftions  of  the  accurfed  woman  who  is  car- 
ried to  prifon,  and  who,  I  truft,  will  meet 
the  fate  fhe  fo  well  deferves." 

To  this  Carloftein  made  no  reply;  but 
the  Phyfician,  who  had  alfo  been  feat  for 
to  vifit  Zeluco,  arriving,  put  an  end  to 
their  difcourfe* 

The  Phyfician  had  not  met  the  Surgeon; 

and  of  courfe  could  have.no  juft  notion  of 

the  degree  of  danger  in  which  Zeluco  was  ; 

F  f  3  but 
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bat  finding  htm  pretty  free  from  fever,  hi 
ventured  to  pronounce,  ftili  more  favour- 
ably of  the  cafe  than  the  Surgeon  had  done; 
and  after  giving  forae  general  direfttoia, 
took  his  leave. 

Bertram  remained  at  Zeluco's  earneft  re- 
quefl,  and  by  his  orders  had  the  dke&ian 
of  every  thing  in  the  family  *  for  the  houfe*, 
and  all  within  it,  was  the  property  of 
Zeluco,  except  the  wearing  apparel  of  Ne- 
rinat    which  fee  had  been  permitted  to.  j 

pack  Up  i  and  what  (he  did  not  take  with 
her  wa*  left  under  the  care  of  a  maid  ia 
whom  {he  placed  confidence* 

Carloftein  and  Mr.  N  returned  to 

Naples  after  hearing  the  opinion  of  the 
Phyfician. 

Carloftein  gave  his  friend  Seidlits  an  ac- 
count of  the  whole  affair ;  ftating  it  in 
fttch  a  manner,  however,  that  his  intended; 
meeting  with  Zeluco  appeared  to  have  beea 
owirig  to  a  fortuitous  rencounter  with  him 
the  preceding  evening,  in  which  Zeluco  had 
dire&ly  challenged  him.  Seidlits  feeraed 
difpleafed  at  his  friend  for  concealing  this. 

"—How       . 


i 
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"—Hew  could  I,  my  dear  Seldlits/*  faid 
Carloftein,  "  (huffie  over  oa  you  the  an- 
swer of  a  challenge  diredtly  addreflfed  to 
myfelf  ?WWould  you  have  a&ed  fo  ?f * 

«  Well,"  laid  Seidlits,  recovering  hi* 
good  humour,  cc  although,  from  certain 
circumftances  which  I  now  recollect,  I 
dill  fufped  that  fome  fraudulent  practices 
have  taken  place  on  this  occafion,  yet  I 
fhall  take  no  farther  notice  of  them ;  fince 
however,"  added  he,  fmiling,  cc  you  tried 
to  rob  me  of  a  fmall  fprig  of  laurel,  I  re- 
joice that  it  has  miffed  your  head  as  well 
as  mine.'* 

They  then  informed  Signora  Sporza  of 
all  that  had  happened,  leaving  it  to  her  to 
mention  it  to  Madame  de  Seidlits,  when 
flbe  found  a  fit  opportunity ;  but  they  all 
agreed  to  keep  it  concealed  from  Laura, 
till  the  fate  of  Zeluco  fhould  be  more  fully 
pertained. 

Zeluco  continued  tolerably  eafy  till  to- 
wards midnight,  when  the  pain  of  his 
wound  became  very  feverej  amidft  his 
F  f  3  ,  groans 
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groans  he  poured  forth  horrid  imprecations 
againft  Nerina. 

The  affiflant  Surgeon,  who  had  been 
left  to  attend  him,  finding  that  the  foment- 
ations and  other  means  which  he  ufed  to 
relieve  the  pain  failed,  fpoke  of  fending  to 
Naples  for  fome  laudanum,  a  few  drops  of 
,  which,  he  faid,  might  be  of  fervice. 

Zeluco  hearing  him  give  orders  for  that 
purpofe,  told  the  Surgeon  to  fearch  one  of 
his  pockets,  where  he  found  a  phial  full 
of  that  drug;— Zeluco  having  fecretly  pro- 
vided himfelf  with  it,  foon  after  a  con- 
version with  Nerina,  which  has  been 
already  mentioned. — Whether  he  would 
ever  have  ufed  it  for  the  purpofe  to  which 
flie  meant  to  prompt  him,  can  never  be 
known,  for  the  moft  profligate  of  man- 
kind often  fhrink  from  executing  the  crimes 
which  they  have  in  fpeculation. 

The  Surgeon  adminiftered  a  dofe  of  this 
medicine,  which  abated  the  pain,  and  gave 
him  fome  hours  reft. 
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What  nothing  earthly  gives,  or  can  dcfiroy, 
The  foul's  calm  fun-fhine,  and  the  heart- felt  joy, 
Is  virtue's  prize.  Pope. 

HP  HE  following  morning  early,  Bertram, 
underftanding  that  Zeluco  was  awake, 
entered  his  room  to  inquire  how  he  was* 
Being  then  pretty  eafy  and  refrefhed  by 
fleep,  he  begged  that  Bertram  would  fit  by 
his  bed-fide ;  and  as  the  ftory  of  Antonio 
had  made  fome  impreffion  on  him,  he 
began  to  make  more  inquiry  concerning 
him;  after  a  few  queftions  he  laid  to 
Bertram,  c<  On  the  whole,  I  perceive  that 
this  Savoyard  has  put  you  to  a  confiderable 
deal  of  expence,  as  well  as  trouble/9 

a  I  have  already  been  amply  repaid/* 
faid  Bertram ;  "  but  I  dill  expert  an  ad- 
ditional recompence." 

F  f  4  <!  I  un- 
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«  I  underftood  the  fellow  bad  nothing," 
faid  Zeluco. 

"  He  has  both  a  father '  and  a  mother," 
replied  Bertram,  si  very  honeft  people,  as 
I  have  been  told  j  they  live  at  Chamberry, 
which  i$  in  my  wfy  h<W£  to  Geneva ;  the 
poor  old  couple  havp  been  miferable  on  ac- 
count of  their  ion's  misfortune.  I  fhall 
have  the  pleafu're  of  reftoring  him  to  them ; 
*— only  think,  Signor,  what  fatisfa&ion  I 
ihall  have — their  old  hearts  will  be  ready 
10  burft  with  joy.— I  often  anticipate  in 
fay  imagination,  the  fcene  of  their  firft 
meeting  ;*-*-why,  Signor,  a  (ingle  fcene  of 
that  kind  is  worth  all  the  five  a£ts  of  dull 
ielfifl*  life." 

4€  You  enter  into  theie  people's  happi* 
8f  ft  &  if  it  were  your  own/9  faid  $£elueo. 

<c  A  great  part  of  it  will  be  my  ojvb>,# 
faid  Bertram  5  "  I  qgeftion  if  any  of  the 
jhree  will  be  much  happigr  than  myfclf. 
You  muft  have  often  felt,  Signor,  what 
a  pleating  fenfation  being  the  author  p£ 
happinefs  conveys  to  the  heart," 
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Zeluco  feemed  diftrefled,  and  made  no 
reply. 

c<  I  fear  your  wound  gives  you  pain," 
iaid  Bertram. 

"  Not  at  all,"  faid  Zeluco;  «  and  this 
ris  the  only  recompence  you  expert  1" 

"  It  is  all  I  would  accept  of  from  man/9 
replied  Bertram ;  "  the  confcioufnef8  of  a 
good  adion  is  delightful  when  performed, 
and  is  alfo  a  fource  of  pleafing  recolie&ion 
through  life.  Would  to  God  I  had  more 
of  them  to  boaft  of  I  being  confcious  of 
but  few,  makes  me  perhaps  too  vain  of 
this/' 

"  You  have  reafon  to  be  vain  indeed/* 
faid  Zeluco, 

"  I  am  certain  jrt  lead,"  rejoined  Ber<- 
tram,  "  that  I  fhould  have  J>een  lower  in 
my  own  eye6  had  I  a&ed  other  wife  :-*-ye| 
I  make  no  doubt  but  you,  and  m*ny  others, 
would  have  done  the  fame  thjqg  vsdtfc  kff 
Jiefitation  than  I  (hewed." 

Zeluco  groaned. 

*  Ian| 
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H'l  am  heartily  forry  to  fee  you  in  fo 
much  pain,"  faid  Bertram  j  ,c  fhall  I  call 
the  Surgeon  ?*' 

"  No,  no,"  cried  Zeluco;.  "the  Sur- 
geon cannot  relieve  me*" 

"  I  fear  talking  does  you  harm ;  III 
leave " 

"  Pray  flay,"  faid  Zefuco;  "  I  fhall  be 
worfe  when  you  go. — Tell  me,  my  friend, 
what  fortune  have  you  V9 

Bertram  named  a  very  moderate  fum.  I 

"  And  with  this  you  are  happy  V9  ex-  J 

claimed  Zeluco. 

"  With  this  I  am  contented,'1  replied 
Bertram ;  "  and  I  am  happy  in  many 
other  particulars ;— riches  cannot  give  hap- 
pinefs." 

u  Til  be  fworn  they  cannot,"  faid  Ze- 
luco ;  "  yet  I  am  furprifed  that  you,  who 
have  been  abroad  in  the  world,  and  have 
feen  extenfive  fcenes  of  life,  could  be  con- 
tented with  fo  little/1 

€i  Perhaps,*'  replied  Bertram, cc  the  cir- 
cumftance  you  mention  has  contributed  to 

its 
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U ;  for,  limited  as  my  circumftances  always 
were,  I  faw  multitudes  of  my  fellow-crea- 
tures, in  every  country  where  I  have  been, 
much  poorer  than  myfelf  $  but  what  had 
more  influence  than  any  thing  in  keeping 
me  from  difcontent  was  the  remembrance 
of  a  maxim  often  repeated  to  me  by  my 
excellent  father." 

€t  What  is  that  maxim  ?"  (aid  Zeluco.  : 

*\  When  you  are  difpofed  to  be  vain  of 
your  mental  acquirements,  Bertram/'  faid 
he,  <c  look  up  to  thofe  who  are  more  ac- 
complifhed  than  yourfelf,  that  you  may  be 
fired  with  emulation.  But  when  you  feel 
diflatisfied  with  your  circumftances,  look 
down  on  thofe  beneath  you,  that  you  may 
learn  contentment/ 

fc  But  even  of  the  fmall  pittance  you 
mention,"  faid  Zeluco,  "  you  allowed  a 
confiderable  proportion  to  your  father/'' 

"  For  that  I  can  claim  no  merit/'  faid 
Bertram ;  "  it  is  only  a  proof  that  I  am  not 
a  monfter. — Ingratitude  to  a  parent  is  the 
height  of  profligacy,  including  almoft  every 
kind  of  wickednefs."  : 

Zeluco 
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i 
Zeluco  ftarted  as  if  he  had  been  ftung  by 
a  ferpent ;  the  recolle&ion  of  his  own  be- 
haviour to  his  mother  rufhed  on  his  mind  ^ 
with  all  the  bitternefs  of  reinorfe. 

-  I  really  am  grieved,  Signor,"  faid 
Bertram,  in  a  fympathifing  tone  of  voice, 
•*  to  fee  you  fuffer  fo  much." 

«  I  do  indeed  fuffer,"  faid  Zeluco,  after 
a  long  and  painful  paufe. 

"  I  am  fincerely  forry  for  it,*'  refumed 
Bertram;  "  I  wifh  I  knew  what  would 
give  you  relief  j— but  the  medical  people 

will  be  here  foon  ; — they  perhaps " 

"«•  No,  no,"  interrupted  Zeluco,  "  they 
cannot  relieve  me/' 

«*  I  hope,  my  good  Sir,"  continued  Ber- 
tram, taking  him  by  the  hand,  "  that  after 
the  next  dreffihg  your  wound  will  become 
eafier." 

«'  My  wound  is  eafier,'*  faid  Zeluco  with 
a  voice  of  anguifh  ;  rt  but  I  have  deeper 
wounds  which  their  (kill  cannot  reach.*' 

"'  Alas  !'*  faid  Bertram ;  «•  fome  mental 
affli&ion ;  the  lofs  of  fome  dear  friend 
perhaps,  cut  off  by  a  fimilar  but    more 

17  fatal 
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fetal  accident  than  what  has  now  befallen; 
you.— Have  patience,  my  good  Sir/*  con- 
tinued  he,  u  reflexion,  and  the  Toothing 
hand  of  time     ■  ■" 

"  I  tell  you/'  interrupted  Zeluco,  in  the 
accent  of  defpair,  "  that  I  never  had  a 
friend  ;  that  time  developed  fre(h  fources  of 
forrow  to  me ;  and  reflection  drives  me  to 
madnefs." 

Bertram,  being  greatly  (hocked,  made  no 
reply  s  and  Zeluco,  after  la  confiderable 
interval,  having  recollected  himfelf,  faid, 
with  apparent  compofure,  <c  I  have  been 
feveriih  and  reftlefs j  I  know  not  what 
I  fay ;  but  the  pain  teems  now  to  abatef 
and  I  feel  myfelf  drowfy.  Pray,  my 
good  friend,  leave  me;— perhaps  I  may 
get  a  little  fleep  before  the  Surgeon  ar- 
rives/1 

When  Zeluco  found  himfelf  alone— 
"  Happy  man!"  laid  he,  with  a  deep  figh» 
"  who  can  look  back  with  pleafure  and  felf- 
approbation,  and  forward  with  tranquillity 
and  hope. — What  falfe  eftimates  are  formed* 
by  mankind !  This  Bertram  they  will  con- 

fider 
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fider  as  an  unfortunate  man,  yet  he  ha* 
never  been  unhappy,  and  has  found  many 
fources  of  enjoyment  unknown  to  me.  I 
have  been  reckoned  remarkably  fortunate, 
although  I  have  never  known  what  hap- 
pinefs  is.  His  life  has  been  devoted  to 
duty,  and  mine  to  enjoyment;  yet  it  is 
evident  he  has  had  more  enjoyment  in  his 
purfuit  than  I  ever  had  in  mine;  I  begin 
to  think  that  pleafure  is  mod  frequently 
found  while  we  are  on  fome  more  worthy 
purfuit,  and  miffed  by  thofe  who  are  in 
fearch  of  nothing  elfe.  O  fool !  fool !  to 
facrifice  the  permanent  rewards  of  virtue, 
without  enjoying  the  only  allurement  of 
vice.  After  having  pafled  my  life  hitherto 
in  difquietude,  I  am  now  ftretched  on  a 
bed'  of  danger,  without  a  friend,  pr  one 
perfon  I  can  truft,  except  this  ftranger, 
Bertram,  on  whom"  I  have  no  claim  but 
that  of  humanity  and  benevolence,  which 
I  myfelf  have  fo  little  pra&ifecT." 

After  thefe  general  reflexions  on  his 
paft  conduct,  when  he  turned  his  thoughts 
to  Laura,  all  his  former  caufea  of  fufpicion 

appeared 
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appeared  in  their  native  weaknefs  ;  /or 
anguUh,  languor,  and  humbled  pride,  pre* 
fented  her  condud  in  a  more  candid  point 
of  view,  untinged  by  the -medium  of  jea- 
loufy,  and  dripped  of  the  glofles  of  Nerina. 
V  Ah,  that  perfidious  and  accurfed  wo- 
man !"  exclaimed  he,  endeavouring  to  .re- 
lieve the  anguifh  of  his  own  confcience,  by 
throwing  the  greater  part  of  the  guilt  upon 
another  s  <c  I  (hould  never  have  behaved  as 
I  did  to  the  moil  virtuous  of  women  had  I 
not  been  inftigated  by  a  daemon." 

In  reflexions  of  this  kind,  and  in  refolu- 
tions  of  altering  his  fyftem  of  life,  Zeluco 
pafled  the  time  till  the  Surgeon  arrived  to 
drefs  his  wound.  Upon  this  fecond  exa- 
mination, the  Surgeon  was  confirmed  in 
the  opinion  he  had  formed  at  the  firft,  that, 
the  wound  was  mortal ;  he  thought  proper 
to  tell  Zeluco,  however,  that  it  looked  as 
well  as  he  expedited,  and  added  other  ex- 
preflions  of  an  encouraging  nature. 

When  he  returned  to  the  parlour,  he 
found  Carloftein  with  Bertram,  and  imme- 
diately after  Father  Mulo  alfo  arrived. 

•    The 
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The  Surgeon  then  fairly  told  them,  thaf 
although  he  had  faid  nothing  to  his  patient 
which  would  deprefs  his  fpirits,  yet  he 
novt  had  little  or  no  hopes  of  his  reco- 
very. 

**  If  that  is  your  real  opinion/'  faid  Fa- 
ther Mulo,  "  why  did  you  not  inform  the 
unhappy  gentleman  of  the  danger  he  ia 
in?" 

"  Becaufe.it  is  my  bufinefs,  Father/*  re- 
plied the  Surgeon,  cc  to  cure  hirt,  if  it  is 
poffible,  and  not  to  diminish  the  very  fmalt 
chance  of  his  recovery    by    difagreeable 


mews." 


c<  You  aScd  otherwife  when  you  attend- 
ed him  formerly/*  replied  Father  Mulo; 
€C  for  you  then  made  him  believe  he  was  in 
more  danger  than  was  really  the  cafe/9 

u  That  is  a  remark,  my  reverend  Fa- 
ther/* faid  the  Surgeon,  "  which  I  hardly 
could  have  expe&ed  from  you ;  yet  you  are 
too  learned  in  your  profefiion  not  to  know 
the  ufe  tf  terror  in  rendering  mankind  obe- 
dient. At  the  time  you  allude  to,  it  watf 
expedient  to  give  this  gentleman  a  ftrongf 

idea 
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idea;  of  hi*  danger^  that  he  might?  fubmit. 
to  the  regimen  neceffkry  for  his  cure,;  but 
at  prefent  it  WGukl  dirfquiet  him  without 
beiftgof  any* manner  of  ufe»" 

"  Why,  Sir,"  rejoined  the  Monk,  "  it 
may  be  of  the.greateft  ufe.-* 

4t  Ih  my  humble  opinion/'  faid  the 
Surgeon,  u  it  cannot  be  of  the  leaft*  as  I 
dare  fay  thofe  gentlemen  will  acknowledge 
when  I  declare,  I  do  not  think  it  poffible 
he  can  live  above  two,  or  at  mod  three 
days." 

ce  Jefus  Maria  !"  cried  the  Father,  turn- 
ing* up  his  eyes;  st  why,  for  that  very 
reafon,  Sir,  it  is  your  indifpenfable  duty, 
on  fueh  an  occafion,  tb  tell  him  tlie  truth/' 

€i  There  is  no  caufe  for  being  in  a  heat, 
Father,**  faid  the  Surgeon,  bowing ;  €i  but 
I  cannot  think  it  confident  with  pvlitenefi 
to  tell  a  gentleman  a  difagreeable  and  un- 
neceflary  truth  on  tftfy  occafion. —I  will  re- 
fer it  to  this  gentleman,"  continued  he,  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  Carioftein,  who  he  knew 
h»i  been  at  Paris,  "  whether  in  France 

Vol.  II,  Gg  fuch 
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fuch  a  thing  would  not  be  confidercd  as 
quite  unpardonable  ?" 

"  How  it  would  be  confidered  in  France 
is  very  little  to  the  purpofe,"  faid  Father 
Mulo  ;  iC  the  important  point  is,  how  it 
will  be  confidered  in  the  other  world,  where 
the  manner  of  thinking  is  very  different 
from  what  it  is  in  France." 

"  That  is  faying  a  feverer  thing  of  the 
other  world  than  I  fhould  have  expe&ed 
from  a  man  of  your  cloth,"  faid  the  Sur- 
geon. 

cc  Will  you,  or  will  you  not  go  dire&ly 
and  acquaint  your  patient  of  his  danger  ?" 
faid  Father  Mulo. 

"  You  cannot  poffibly  imagine,  my 
good  Father,"  replied  the  Surgeon,  <c  that 
I  will  behave  fo  impolitely  to  a  gentleman, 
efpecially  when  he  is  on  the  point  of  leav- 
ing the  world." 

^  Why,  Sir,"  rejoined  the  Father  warmly, 
"  by  concealing  his  danger  from  him  he 
may  die  without  confeffion,  and  his  foul  of 
courfc  will  be  loft  for  ever.". 

i  «  As 
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"  As  for  his  foul,  and  whether  it  (hall 
be  loft  or  faved,  that  is  his  affair,  or  your's 
if  you  pleafe,  my  good  Father  ;  but  it  is 
mine  not  to  deviate  from  the  laws  of  good- 
breeding  and  politenefs"  So  faying,  with  a 
low  bow  to  the  company,  he  ftepped  into 
his  carriage,  and  drove  to  Naples. 


Gg  2 
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Thou  canft  enter  the  dark  cell 
Where  the  vulture  Confcience  {lumbers, 
And  unarm'd  by  charming  fpell, 
Or  magic  numbers, 
Canft  roufe  her  from  her  formidable  deep, 
And  bid  her  dart  her  raging  talons  deep. 

Mason.  . 


/"\N  his  departure,  Father  Mulo  fhewed 
great  impatience  to  be  introduced  in- 
to Zeluco's  bed-chamber,  and  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  dangerous  ftate  he  was  in, 
that  every  ceremony  requifite  for  his  falva- 
tion  might  be  performed  without  lofs  of 
time.     Captain  Seidlits  and  Bertram  being 
Proteftants,  and  thinking  that  the  intended 
ceremony  of  confeffion  would  not  do  fo 
much  good  as  the  Monk's  abrupt  manner 
of  communicating  the  immediate  neceflity 
of  it  would  do  harm,  endeavoured  to  per-i 
fuade  him  to  defer  it  a  little,   as  Zeluco 
fcemed  difpofed  to  Ueep  when  the  Surgeon 

left 
so 


z  je  l  y  c  o;  469 

Jeft  him.  While  they  difputed  the  point 
the  PhyGeiaji  arrived;  he  had  met  with 
the  Surgeon,  -who  had  informed  him  that 
there  was  uow  a  certainty  of  the  bowels 
being  pierced  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  leave 
very. little  or  no  hopes  of  the  patients  re- 
covery. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  all  prefent,  that 
this  information  would  come  with  more 
propriety  from  him  than  from  Father  Mulo : 
out  of  tendernefs  to  the  unhappy  man, 
therefore,  he  was  defired  to  convey  it. 

With  whatever  delicacy  the  annuncia- 
tion was  made  by  the  Phyfician,  it  feemed 
greatly  to  (hock  the  patient,  for  till  that 
moment  he  had  little  doubt  of  his  furviv- 
ing.  He  immediately  renewed  all  his 
curfes  and  imprecations  againft  Nerina, 
with  fuch  violence,  that  the  Phyficiap 
thought  proper  to  withdraw.  What  repelled 
the  Do&or  attracted  the  Monk.  Father 
Mulo  entered,  and  began  an  exhortation 
which  had  by  no  means  the  fame  foporific 
effett  on  Zeiuco  with  the  former,  of  which 
we  have  made  mention,  but  feemed  on  the 
G  g  3  contrary 
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contrary  to  throw  him  almoft  into  convul- 
fions.  u  You  fee,  my  worthy  Father/* 
faid  Bertram,  (c  that  he  is  in  too  much  pain 
to  liften  to  your  admonitions  at  prefent ; 
you  had  beft  leave  him  a  little,  and  per- 
haps, after  he  has  recovered  the  (hock  he 
has  juft  received,  he  will  be  able  to  pirofit  by 
your  kind  intentions." 

After  Father  Mulo  had  been  with  diffi- 
culty removed,  Zeluco  defired  to  fee  the 
Phyfician  again,  of  whom  he  inquired 
once  more  if  there  absolutely  was  no  hope 
of  his  recovery.  The  Phyfician  expreffed 
much  uneafinefs  at  being  obliged  to  confirm 
the  opinion  which  he  had  already  given; 
adding,  that  although  the  wound,  from 
the  different  fun&iohs  of  the  parts  injured, 
was  not  fo  immediately  mortal,  yet  he  feared 
it  would  prove  as  certainly  fo  as  if  the  poig- 
nard  had  pierced  his  heart.  Zeluco  then 
afked,  How  long  the  Phyfician  thought  he 
could  live  ?  to  which  the  other  anfwered, 
There  was  reafon  to  believe  he  could  not 
fuffer  above  two  or  three  days  longer. 

Zeluco 
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,    Zeluco  made  no  anfwer,  and  continued 
feveral  hours  without  fpeaking  a  word  to 
any   body,    but    fometimes   muttered  in- 
diftindt  fentences  to  himfelf,  and   (hewed 
marks  of  impatience  when  any  difcourfe 
was  addrefled  to  him.     He  at  length  in- 
quired whether  Captain  Seidlits  had  been 
to  call  for  him,  and  exprefled  a  defire  of 
feeing  him.     The  Captain,  who  was  juft 
taking  his  horfe  to  go  to  Naples,  immedi- 
ately returned  and  was  introduced  to  Ze- 
luco's  bed-chamber,  every  other  perfon  be- 
ing requefted  to  retire,     Zeluco  then  ad- 
drefled him  to  the  following  efFeft  : 

u  Amidft  many  fources  of  regret,  none 
affe&s  me  fo  fenfibly,  Sir,  as  my  behaviour 
to  your  fifter.      Prompted  by  headftrong 
paflion,  I  ufed  every  means  I  could  devife, 
fome  of  them  n6t  juftifiable,  to  prevail  on 
her  to  confent  to   a  marriage  to  which  I 
plainly  faw  (he  had  a  rooted  diflike.  When 
by  the  continuation  of  my  artifices,  and  the 
perfuafion  of  her  mother,  fhe  gave  a  re- 
ludant  confent,  it  might  have  been  expeded 
G  g  4  that, 
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that,  happy  in  the  attainment  of  my  wishes, 
I  fhould  have  behaved  with  kindneis  and 
affie&ion  to  her,  however  difficult  it  was  for 
her  to  behave  in  the  fame  manner  towards 
me.     The  fad  was  otherwife:  had /con- 
duced myfelf  with  half  the  good  nature 
to  the  wife  I  really  efteemed,  and  even  ad* 
mired,  that  Jhe  did  to  the  hufband  (he  dif- 
likedi  I  fhould  not  feel  the  remorfe  I  now 
do.  On  recalling  to  my  memory  the  whole 
q{  her  condud,  I  cannot  charge  her  with 
a  fingle  impropriety ;  but  in  fpite  of  her 
mod  blamelefs  condud,  I  plainly  faw  (he 
did  not  love  me ;   every  duty  of  a  wife 
which  was  in  her  power,  flie  fulfilled  ;  her 
afFedion  it  was  impoffible  for  her  to  place 
upon  me,  and  this  I  had  the  injuftice  to 
confider  as  an  injury.     I  indulged  ground- 
lefs  fufpicions,  which  were  cheriflied,  and 
new  ones  of  the  moft  profligate  nature  were 
fuggefted  by  a  devil  in  the  fhape  of  a  wo- 
man, who,  by  the  wickedeft  artifices,  en- 
tangled my  affedions,  ftimulated  my  paf-' 
fions  imojnadnefs,  and  was  the  caufe  of 

even 
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evcnin  voluntary  enroea.  I*ea*neftly<hop6 
fbe  .will  be  brought  to  the  punUhmentrfcer 
guilt  asd  perfidy  defer ve.  I  earneftly  drape 
«»—but  let. mejdr^wher  from  my  thought* 
—let  no  more  time  be  loft,  .but  Iqt  me 
at  length  make  all  the  expiation  in  my 
power. 

u  I  was  willing  that  you  fhould  know, 
Sir,  that  thefe  were  my  fentiments,  which 
at  a  proper  time  you  will  communicate 
to    the    moft  virtuous  and    deferving  of 


women." 


Seidlits  was  affe&ed.  The  wretched 
condition  to  which  he  faw  the  man  re- 
duced, had  long  fince  diffipated  all  his  ani- 
mofity;  with  a  fympathifing  accent  which 
was  not  very  ufual  to  him,  and  a  fincerity 
which  never  forfook  him,  he  exprefled 
wiflies  for  his  recovery.  Zeluco  {hook  his 
head  as  if  he  thought  that  entirely  out  of 
the  queftion,  and  Seidlits  withdrew. 

Zeluco  then  directed  Bertram  to  fend  to 
Naples  for  his  lawyer,  who  arrived  in  a 
fhort  time,  and  received  orders  regarding 

his 
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his  laft  will,  which  were  executed  in  doe 
form,  and  figned  by  Zeluco  the  following 
morning,  in  the  prefence  of  certain  perfons 
who  came  from  Naples  at  his  requeft  for 
that  purpofe. 


Z  E  L  U  C  O,  475 
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Hail  piety  !  triumphant  goodnefs,  hail ! 
Hail,  O  prevailing,  ever  O  prevail  f 
At  thine  entreaty,  juftice  leaves  to  frown, 
And  wrath  appeafing  lays  the  thunder  down ; 
The  tender  heart  of  yearning  mercy  burns. 

Parnell. 

'"THE  following  day  Laura  was  inform- 
ed for  the  fir  ft  time  of  her  hufband  s 
being  wounded,  and  that  he  was  thought 
to  be  in  danger.  She  was  much  more 
fliocked  at  the  intelligence  than  Signora 
Sporza,  who  communicated  it,  thought  flie 
had  reafon  to  be.  Signora  Sporza  pro* 
ceeded  to  inform  her  of  the  particulars,— 
on  what  occafion  the  accident  had  hap- 
pened, and  at  what  place  her  hufband  was 
then  lying ;  thofe  circumftances  made  no 
alteration  in  the  feelings  of  Laura.  "  May 
heaven  in  mercy,"  cried  (he,  "  prolong  his 

life 
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life  till  he  is  better  prepared  for  death !  O 
how  dreadful  fcr  him  to  be  hurried  into 
eternity  now  !'*  Signora  Sporza  infinuated 
fomething  regarding  the  wretched  profpe& 
which  Laura  would  have  before  her  with 
fiich  a  hufband,  in  cafe  of  his  recovery.  ^ 

n  Ah  P  cried  Laura,  <c  is  my  tempqral 
wretchednefs  to  be  put  in  the  fcale  againft 
his  eternal  mifery  ?  Almighty  God,  have 
compaffion  upon  him  !"  exclaimed  fhe,  leav- 
ing Signora  Sporza,  and  retiring  to  her 
hed-chamber^  where  Che  immediately  fell 
upon  her  knees  before  a  crucifix,  and,  every 
felfifh  confideration  being  annihilated  in 
.her  breaft,  with  all  the  fincerity  of  the  moft 
fublime  piety,  fhe  poured  forth  her  prayers 
to  the  fountain  of  mercy,  that  the  life  of 
her  hufband  might  be  preferred,  and  that 
heaven  might  infpire  him  with  repentance, 
and  extend  mercy  to  him* 

Returning  to  the  room  where  her  mother 
now  was  with  Signora  Sporza*  fhe  inquired 
for  her  brother,  and  Was  told  he  had  gone 
$arly  the  fame  morning  to  fee  Zeluco.— 
*'  Has  my  brother  fent  no  meflage  fince  ?" 

faid 
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faid  Latitat    Madame  de  Seidlits*  and  Sig- 
j.  nora  Sporza  looked  at  each  other  as  if  they 

hcfitawd  what  anfwer  they  fhould  give.  "  I 
perceive  you  have  heard  from  him/'  criedf 
Laura*  "  Pray  tell  me  how  it .  is  with 
the  unfortunate  man  ?  Alas,  I  fkar  he  is 
worfe." 

w  It  is  ftirprifing,"  faid  Signora  Sporza, 
41  that'  you  fliew  fo  much  concern  for  one, 
who,  had  this  not  happened,  might  havtf 
been  the  caufe  of  your  brother's  or-  your 
friend  Carloftein's  death/' 

**  Heaven  be  praifed,  they  are  both  altw, 
and  well/'  cried  Laura,  "  whereas  thi*  un* 
^  happy  man  is  — ■ — Ah,  ttll  me  how  he  is? 

\  What  account  have  you  received  from  mf 

I  brother?"— "The  account  is  not  favour* 

able,  my  dear/'  faid  Madame  de  Seidlftai 
"  Alas,  he  is  gone,"  cried  Laura.  "  Mer-^ 
ciful  heaven !  has  he  been  hurried  off  fo 
fuddeflly  ?'— <c  Shew  her  the  Captain'*  let- 
ter," faid  Madame  de  Seidlits,  Signora 
Sporza  then  gave  ESftfra  a  letter  whifch  flie 
had  received  from  Captain  Seidlits  a  little 
before  fhe  informed  Laura  of  what  had  be* 

fallen 
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fallen  her  hufband,  but  which  fhe  abftained 
from  {hewing  her  upon  feeing  her  fo  much 
affe&ed.  The  letter  was  in  the  following 
words: 

a  Dear  Madam, 

fC  The  furgeons  in  the  prefence  of  the 
phyfician  have  juft  examined  the  wound ; 
their  opinions  are  the  fame  as  before,  not- 
withftanding  fome  of  the  attendants  had 
begun  to  entertain  hopes  of  a  favourable 
turn,  on  account  of  his  being  a  great  deal 
eafier  for  thefe  two  hours  than  he  has  ever 
been  fince  he  received  the  wound ;  he  feems 
very  weak  and  languid  5  he  fometimes 
mentions  my  fitter,  and  once  inquired  if 
fhe  was  in  jhe  houfe,  but  in  a  manner  as  if 
he  wifhed  rather  than  expe&ed  it :  on  being 
told  (he  was  not — "  How  could  I  imagine 
flie would?"  faid  he.  "  Why  fhould  (he 
think  of  a  wretch  like  me  ?"  I  own  I  am 
affeded  at  the  difmai  condition  of  this 
poor  man.  Yet  it  were  highly  improper 
that  Laura  fhould  fee  him ;  it  would  be  dis- 
agreeable to  her,  and  might  have  very  bad 

effeds 
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effedft  on  her  health  ;  I  imagine  it  would 
be  right,  however,  to  let  her  know  in  ge— 
serai  what  has  happened,  and  the  danger 
in  which  he  is.  You  will  confult  with 
Madame  de  Seidlits  on  this  fubjed.  I  fliall 
probably  not  leave  this  place  till  the  even- 
ing* 

<c  Jam,  &c.&cn  ' 

€i  I  will  go  and  fee  him,"  cried  Laura, 
as  foon  as  (he  had  perufed  the  letter. 
Madame  de  Seidlits  and  Signora  Sporza  en* 
deavouriog  to  diffuade  her—4*  I  conjure* 
you,  my  dear  mother,"  faid  flie,  "  as  you1 
value  the  future  peace  of  my  mind,  do  not 
oppofe  me.  My  fincere  fympathy  may, 
comfort  him  in  this  fad  hour  of——.  Pray, 
do  not  oppofe  my  inclination,  Indeed,  I 
muft  go."  Fearing  that  ftronger  oppofitioa 
might  have  worfe  confequences  than  the 
interview  they  dreaded,  the  carriage  waa 
ordered,  and  Laura,  with  her  mother,  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  the  houfe  in  which 
Zeluco  lay, 
r  Laura 
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Laura  pafied  the  wttole  time  2n>  which' 
tfaejr  were  oa  die  road,  im  ejaculations  audi 
fervent  prayer*  to  Heaven,  ta  look  with: 
an  eye  of  mercy  and  compaffion  on  her 
Wretchedhufband. 

When  they  arrived,  Captain  Scidlits 
came  to  the  door  of  the  carriage, — c*  Ol 
brother,  how  is  be  ?"  cried  Laura.  Seidlits 
fhook  his  head,  and  was  (ilent.  u  Ah, 
miferablft  man,9'  exclaimed  the,  ic  he  is 
gone !"— "  It!  &  but  a  few  minute**"  faid 
Seidlttav  §<  fince  he  breathed  hia  laft."— 
u  All-merciful  God^  have  compaffion  on> 
lib  foul !"  pried  Latlrai 

Madame  dfe  Seidlits  then  ordered  the 
coach  to  return  with  them  to  Naples.  Laura 
paffed  the  interval  of  her  return  in  the 
'  fame  manner  {he  had  done  when  going ; 
and  being  arrived  at*  Naples*  (He  entreated 
fee*  mother,  inftead  of  driving  direttly 
home,  to  ftop  at  the  church  in  which  they 
nfitally  heard  mafs,  and  there  kneeling  be- 
fore the  altar,  (he  fpent  fome  time  in  men- 
ial prayer  for  the  foul  of  her.hufband. 

•  After 
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After  which,  fhe  fent  for  the  prieft,  and 
dire&ed  that  a  certain  number  of  maffes 
might  be  performed  for  the  fame  pious 
purpofe. 

Any  perfon,  ignorant  of  the  real  cafe, 
would  naturally  have  imagined  that  Laura 
hud  been  the  happieft  of  women  in  her 
marriage ;  for  no  woman  deprived  fuddenly 
of  the  hufband  of  her  hearty  was  ever 
touched  with  more  (incere  anguilh  for  her 
own  misfortune,  than  the  companionate 
and  benevolent  brtfaft  of  Laura  was  with 
generous  folicitude  for  the  eternal  welfare 
of  the  hufband  who  had  ufed  her  fo  ill, 
and  whom  (he  had  during  his  life  detefted. 

When  the  laft  will  of  Zeluco  came  to  be 
examined,  which  it  was  foon  after  his  death, 
in  the  prefence  of  two  of  the  magiftrates 
of  Naples,  of  Captain  Seidlita,  Bertram, 
and  others,  it  appeared  that  he  had  left  hi* 
paternal  eftate  in  Sicily  to  a  diftant  relation, 
who  was  his  natural  heir ;  and  the  reft  of 
his  fortune,  which  was  of  much  greater 
value,  to  his  widow,  burdened  with  a  few 
legacies,  of  which  the  principal  was  one  of 

Vol.  II.  H  h  two . 
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two  (houfand  piftoles  to  Bertram,  and  an* 
other  of  one  thoufand  to  Captain  Seidlits, 

The  relation  of  Zeluco,  to  whom  he  left 
the  eftate,  had  always  been  negleded  by 
htm,  and  had  not  the  leaft  expedition  of 
the  good  fortune  which  now  befel  him. 
On  his  arrival  at  Naples,  Laura,  having 
heard  him  fpoken  of  as  a  man  of  worth, 
and  that'he  had  a  family  of  children,  made 
a  confiderable  prefent  in  ready  money  to 
each  of  his  children.  She  defired  this 
gentleman  alfo  to  give  her  a  lift  of  fuch  of 
her  hufband's  relations  as  were  in  bad  cir- 
cumftances ;  fhe  had  often  made  the  fame 
requeft  to  Zeluco  with  a  view  to  aflift 
them,  but  he  had  always  evaded  it,  and 
fliewed  fo  much  ill  humour  every  time  fhe 
made  the  requeft,  that  fhe  never  had  been 
able  to  put  her  good  intentions  towards 
thofe  people  in  execution.  The  legacy  to 
Bertram  was  immediately  paid,  to  which 
Laura  made  a  confiderable  addition,  and  he 
foon  after  fet  out  with  Antonio  for  Geneva, 
efteemed  and  loved  by  all  who  had  known 

him. 
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Laura  alfo  ufed  her  intereft  to  have 
Nerina  treated  with  lenity  while  (he  was 
detained  in  confinement;  and  as  it  was  clear 
that  fhe  was  not.  dire&ly  acceffary  to  the 
murder  of  Zeluco,  fhe  ufed  her  influence 
to  foften  the  minds  of  the  judges,  who  were 
violently  prejudiced  againft  Nerina,  fo  that 
fhe  was  at  laft  liberated,  and  immediately 
after  left  Naples.  f 


Hh  2 
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CHAP,    a 

The  Conclujim. 

QAPTAIN  Seidlits's  leave  of  abfenc* 
was  now  nearly  expired ;  he  had  often 
expreffed  his  wifhes  that  Madame  de  Seid- 
lits  and  Laura  would  return  to  Germany 
with  him»  and  urged,  among  other  rea- 
fons,  that  it  was  expedient  for  his  fitter's 
health,  and  the  tranquillity  of  her  mind, 
that  fhe  were  removed  from  a  place  where 
fo  many  obje&s  would  awaken  painful  re- 
collections;  aflerting,  at  the  fame  timef 
that  iiis  mother-in-law  and  fitter  would 
now  live  much  more  happily  in  Germany 
than  at  Naples. 

Signora  Sporza  had  mentioned  to  Cap- 
tain Seidlits  her  opinion  that  Carloftein 
was  enamoured  of  his  fitter;  but  from  a 
delicacy  natural  to  the  fex,  fhe  gave  no 
hint  concerning  what  (he  was  as  fully  per- 

fuaded 
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ftiaded  of,  namely,  Laura's  partiality  for 
him.  Seidlits  readily  believed  what  he 
Mrifhed  to  be  trtfe,  and  the  high  idea  he 
had  of  his  friend,  left  him  no  doubt  that 
their  love  was  mutual. 

Although  Signora  Sporza  had  communi- 
cated only  one  half  of  her  opinion  on  this 
fubjed  to  the  Captain,  (he  unfolded  the 
whole  to  Madame  de  Seidlits,  who  em- 
braced the  idea  with  great  fatisfa&ion ;  and 
the  propofal  of  returning  to  Berlin  became 
more  agreeable  to  her  from  that  moment. 

It  is  probable  that  Laura  reliflied  the  plan 
of  ultimately  fettling  in  Germany  full  as 
much  as  her  mother ;  but  (he  was  fblicitous 
to  fee  certain  diftant  relations  of  Zeluco 
eftabliflied  in  a  manner  which  (he  had 
pointed  out,  and  in  which  (he  wifl>ed  to 
affift  them ;  the  arrangements  (he  had  made 
for  this  purpofe  could  not  be  efFedual 
without  her  prefence  ;  nor  could  they  be 
properly  finifhed  in  the  fhort  interval  that 
remained  before  her  brother  would  be  un- 
der the  neccffity  of  leaving  Naples. 

Hh  3  la 
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In  the  mean  time  Carloftein  received  a 
letter  from  the  Pruffian  Minifter  at  Berlin, 
acquainting  him  that  he  was  nominated*  by. 
the  King  to  an  office  at  Court  which  had 
juft  become  vacant;  and  hinting  that  he 
would  pay  his  court  in  a  manner  very  ac- 
ceptable to  his  Majefty,  by  returning  im- 
mediately with  his  friend  Seidlits,  without 
waiting  for  the  expiration  of  his  own  leave 
of  abfence. 

The  pleafure  which  Carloftein  would 
have  felt  from  the  knowledge  of  this  mark 
of  his  fovereign's  favour,  did  not  prevent 
the  hint  with  which  it  was  accompanied 
from  diftrefling  him  greatly.  His  paffion 
for  Laura,  and  his  admiration  of  her  con- 
dud:,  were  higher  now  than  ever  5  and  fhe 
continued  to  behave  to  him  with  every  pro- 
per mark  of  confidence  and  efteem.  But 
he  plainly  perceived  that  the  death  of  Ze- 
luco,  and  the  circumftances  attending  it, 
had  made  a  ftrong  im predion  upon  her, 
and  had  put  her  into  a  frame  of  mind 
which  ill  accorded  with  the  fubjedk  that 
19  „  engroffetf 
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^ngrofled  his*  He  therefore  abftarned  from 
any  direct  declaration  of  his  fentimenta  to 
her,  and  it  is  probable  would  not  have  ven- 
tured on  any  thing  of  that  nature  fo  foon* 
had  it  not  been  for  this  letter  from  Berlin; 
but  he  could,  not  think  of  leaving  Naples  in 
the  fame  undecided  date,  with  regard  to 
.what he  confidered  as  the  moil  important 
objeft  of  his  life. 

Without  mentioning  the  contents  of  the 
Minifter's  letter  even  to  his  friend  Seidlits 
therefore,  he  watched  an  opportunity  of 
fpeaking  to  Laura  alone;  and  then  in  the 
warmeft  language  of  refpe&ful  love,  he  de* 
clared  his  admiration  of  her  virtues,  the 
fincerity  of  his  paflion,  and  the  fupreme 
wifh  of  his  heart. 

The  whole  of  Carloftein's  condufl:  left 
no  doubt  of  his  fincerity  in  the  mind  of 
Laura,  yet  fhe  (hewed  fome  furprife  at  the 
precipitancy  of  thefe  declarations. — c<  I 
would  have  waited,"  continued  Carloftein, 
u  for  opportunities  of  giving  ftronger  proofs 
than  have  hitherto  been  in  my  power  of 
pay  attachment,  before  I  had  ventured  to 
H  h  4  mention 


« 


488  2  E  L  U  C  O, 

mention  the  honour  and  happinefs  to  which 
I  afpirc,  had  I  not  received  intelligence  bj 
yefterday's  poft,  which  fills  my  heart  with 
ten  thoufand  difquietudes." 
"  Intelligence !"  cried  Laura. 

€€  Of  the  moft  cruel  import,"  faid  Car* 
loftein;  fC  which  threatens  to  tear  me,  when 
I  lead  expected,  from  all  my  foul  hold* 
dear." 

"  What  do  you  mean  V*  interrupted  flie, 
with  an  alarmed  voice,  and  becoming  in* 
ftantly  pale ;  "  pray,  explain  yourfclf." 

Car  loftein  then  gave  her  the  Minifter's 
letter,  which  fhe  took  with  an  unfteady 
hand. 

Having  perufed  it,  fhe  faid,  "  I  fee  no- 
thing here  but  good  news ;  his  Majefty  I 
find  has  done  you  the  honour  to  appoint 
you  to  an  office  near  his  perfon." 

Carloftein  pointed  to  the  paffage  which 
tinted  that  the  King  expe&ed  him  to  re- 
turn with  Captain  Seidlits,  and  renewing 
his  addrefles,  declared,  That  his  happinefs 
depended  oq  her ;  that  if  he  could  flatter 
himfelf  witt*  thp  hope  of  her  favour,  he 

would 
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toould  immediately  write  to  the  Minifter  in 
fuch  terms  as  he  had  no  doubt  Would  pro- 
cure him  his  Majefty's  approbation  of  his 
prolonging  his  day  at  Naples  >  that*  no  con- 
^deration  could  prevail  on—— * 

Laura  interrupted  him,  defiring  that  he 
would  not  infift  on  a  fubjed  which  fhe 
thought  unbecoming  her,  as  {he  was  then 
fituated,  to  liften  to,  adding,  That  fhe 
would  not  attempt  to  conceal  the  fentiments 
of  efteem  which  fhe  had  always  felt  for 
him  ;  fhe  acknowledged  that  fhe  valued  his 
good  opinion  and  friendfhip  above  that  of 
any  other  man ;  that  with  refpett  to  the 
Minifter's  letter,  fhe  believed  that  fuch  a 
hint  as  it  contained,  coming  from  a  king 
or  minifter,  was  generally  thought  equi- 
valent to  a  command;  that  he  certainly 
could  not  confider  it  in  any  other  light,  and 
mud adt  accordingly;  that,  independent  of 
the  Minifter's  letter,  fhe  imagined  there 
were  confederations  which  might  determine 
him  not  to  remain  longer  at  Naples,  and 
Would  oblige  her  not  to  receive  his  vifita 
?fter  the  departure  of  her  brother. 

3  Carloftein 
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Carloftein  feemed  uneafy,  and  remained 
for  fome  time  filent  after  this  declaration; 
but  recolle&ing  himfelf,  he  faid,  "  Your 
brother,  I  believe,  is  not  entirely  without 
hopes  that  Madame  de  Seidlits  may  be  per- 
fuaded  to  leave  this  country,  and  return 
immediately  with  him  to  Germany.0 

"  My  mother  is  fo  good  as  to  aflure  me/' 
faid  Laura,  H  that  flie  will  never  feparate 
herfelf  from  me,  and  certain  affairs  which 
I  think  indifpenfable  will  detain  me  a  long 
time  after  my  brother's  departure/' 

c<  A  long  time!"  repeated  Carlofteln, 
with  an  accent  of  forrow. 

"  I  fhall  think  it  a  long  time,1'  faid  fhe, 
with  a  fmile  and  a  look  which  conveyed 
happinefs  to  the  heart  of  Carloftein ;  "  for 
I  do  affure  you,0  added  flie,  "  that  there 
is  nothing  which  I  wifti  more  fincerely  than 
to  return  to  my  native  country." 

Carloftein,  being  now  m<Jre  aflured  in  the 
hopes  which  he  could  not  help  indulging, 
did  not  venture  to  urge  her  farther;  for 
however  favourable  to  him  her  fentiments 
might  be,  he  plainly  perceived  that  Laura 

thought 
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thought  it  indelicate  to  admit  of  his  ad* 
drefles  fo  foon  after  the  death  of  her  huf- 
band. 

Immediately  after  leaving  her,  he  com- 
municated the  Minifter's  letter  to  his  friend 
Seidlits,  informing  him  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  would  accompany  him  home. 

The  interval  between  this  time  and  that 
of  their  departure,  was  fpent  almoft  entirely 
with  Madame  de  Seidlits,  Signora  Sporza, 

and  Laura;  Mr.  N was  very  frequently 

of  the  parties,  every  individual  of  the  fo- 
ciety  having  the  higheft  efteem  for  that 
gentleman. 

Carloftein  earneftly  wifhed  to  correfpond  - 
with  Laura  after  he  fhould  leave  Naples. 
As  (he  flood  at  a  window  apart  from  tfie 
reft  of  the  company,  he  feized  the  occa- 
lion,  and  folicited  her  permiflion  to  write 
to  her.  Laura  beckoned  to  her  mother, 
who  having  joined  them,  (he  faid,  "  The 
Baron,  my  dear  Madam,  propofes  to  write 
to  usy  -  which  I  dare  fay  will  be  very  agree- 
able to  you,  and  will  prevent  our  having 

fo 
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fb  much  reafon  to  regret  my  brother's  want 
of  pun£fcuality." 

Madame  de  Seidlits,  although  (he  was 
convinced  that  the  propofaLwas  intended 
for  Laura  only*  anfwered,  That  they  fliould 
be  happy  to  hear  from  him  as  often  as  his 
leifure  permitted  him  to  write. 

The  day  immediately  preceding  the  de- 
parture of  Carl  oft  ein  and  Seidlits  was  to 
this  fociety  mournful  but  not  unhappy;  the 
flow  of  the  virtuous  and  tender  affe&ions 
of  the  heart,  of  benevolence,  gratitude, 
friendfliip,  and  love,  are  never  without  en- 
joyment. 


-Who  that  bears 


A  human  bofom,  hath  not  often  felt 

How  dear  are  all  thofe  ties  which  bind  our  race 

In  gcntlenefs  together,  and  how  fweet 

Their  force,  let  Fortune's  wayward  hand  the  while 

Be  kind  or  cruel  ?—  Akenside, 

Targe  and  Buchanan  fupped  together 
t£te-a-t6te  the  fame  evening ;  they  felt  a 
mutual  regard  for  each  other,  a  mutual 
forrow  at  the  thought  of  feparating,  and 
they  mutually  agreed  that  the  beft  way  of 

difpofing 
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difpofing  of  forrow  is  to  waft  it  away  with 
wine. 

When  the  night  wa6  far  advanced,  Bu* 
chanan  rofe,  fhook  his  friend  very  cordially 
by  the  hand,  faying,  "  As  you  are  to  be 
up  fb  early  in  the  morning!  I  will  not  keep 
you  any  longer  from  your  bed.  So,  God 
blefs  you,  my  dear  Duncan." 

"  Nay,  God  ihali  not  blefs  me  thefe 
three  hours,"  faid  Targe;  "  for  as  I  am  to 
rife  fo  early,  I  do  not  thin£  it  worth  while 
to  go  to  bed  this  night ;  fo  fit  you  down  on 
your  feat,  George,  and  let  us  have  a  frelh 
bottle  without  farther  ceremony ." 

Buchanan,  not  being  in  a  humour  to 
difpute  a  point  of  this  kind,  immediately 
complied,  flapping  Targe  upon  the  fhoulder, 
and  finging  the  following  line  from  an  old 
Scottifh  fong : 

He's  the  king  of  good  fellows,  and  wait*  of  auld  men* 

and  never  made  another  offer  of  taking 
leave,  till  he  faw  Targe  ready  to  fet  out 
with  his  matter  ?md  Carloftein. 

♦  Wale,  or  choice. 

The 
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The  latter  wrote  from  the  various  towns 
of  Italy  and  Germany  in  the  courfe  of  their 
journey  to  Berlin,  addreffing  his  letters  al- 
ternately to  Madame  de  Seidlits  and  to 
Laura.  Captain  Seidlits,  who  was  not  in 
love,  and  hated  letter-writing,  was  con- 
tented with  occaflonally  adding  a  poftfcript 
of  a  few  fentences  to  Carloftein's  letters. 

This  correfpondence  continued  with  equal 
regularity  after  their  arrival  at  Berlin ;  and 
Carlofteiri,  who  had  repeatedly  begged  of 
Madame  de  Seidlits  to  let  him  know  the 
exad  time  when  flie  and  Laura  intended 
to  leave  Italy,  at  leugth  wrote  to  her  that 
he  fhould  be  happy  to  return  to  Naples* 
that  he  might  have  the  honour  *of  accom- 
panying them  to  Berlin,  and  earneftly  in- 
treated  her  to  ufe  her  influence  with  Laura 
to  confent  to  that  meafure ;  for  which,  he 
fa  id,  he  was  allured  of  the  king's  permif- 
fion. 

Madame  de  Seidlits  could  not  give  a  fa- 
tisfa&ory  anfwer  for  a  confiderable  time, 
becaufe,  although  Laura  herfelf  was  impa- 
tient to  leave  Naples,  yet  (he  had  refolved 

'      to 
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to  remain  till  flie  fettled  her  affairs  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  not  to  require  her  returning : 
this  (he  accomplished  at  length,  having  at 
the  fame  time  gratified  her  own  benevolent 
and  generous  difpofition  by  doing,  what 
(he  called,  juftice  to  the  relations  of  Zeluco, 
in  a  degree  far  beyond  their  expectations ; 
and  fo  as  to  procure  their  fervent  prayers 
for  her  Jiappinefs,  and  the  admiration  of  all 
who  were  acquainted  with  her  behaviour. 

At. the  approach  of  fummer,  Madame  de 
Seidlits  gave  Carloftein  the  joyful  news, 
that  Laura  and  fhe  were  immediately  to  fet 
out  on  their  return  to  Germany,  and  that 
they  could  not  think  of  putting  him  to  the 
inconveniency  of  coming  fo  far  as  Naples, 

efpecially  as  his  friend  Mr.  N -,  being 

to  return  at  the  fame  time  to  England,  had 
offered  to  accompany  them  the  whole  way 
to  Berlin  ;  that  they  had  agreed  to  accept 
of  his  efcort,  however,  no  farther  than  to 
Milan,  which  did  not  lead  him  out  of  the 
route  that  at  all  events  he  would  have  taken. 
At  Milan,  Madame  de  Seidlits  added,  fhe 
had  a  friend  who  would  accompany  then* 

to 
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to  Drefden ;  and  as  they  could  not  reach 
that  city  for  a  confiderable  time  after  the 
Pruffian  reviews  were  over,  (he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  inconvenient  to  Carloftein 
to  meet  them  there,  at  .a  time  which  {he 
mentioned,  from  whence  he  might  accom- 
pany them  to  Berlin. 

When  Madame  de  Seidlits,  Laura,  and 
Signora  Sporza,  attended  by  Mr.  N  s 
arrived  at  the  inn  at  Milan,  they  were 
greatly  furprifed  to  find  Carloftein  and  Cap- 
tain  Seidlits  ready  to  hand  them  out  of  the 
carriage.  Seidlits  had  received  his  mo* 
ther-in-law's letter  during  the  reviews;  his 
friend  and  he  fet  out  for  Milan  foon  after, 
and  arrived  fome  time  before  the  ladies* 

The  unexpe&ed  appearance  of  thefe  two 
gentlemen  certainly  occafioned  an  agreeable 
fenfation  to  the  company  juft  arrived  j  but 
it  was  too  ftrong  for  the  fenfibility  of  Laura. 
She  could  not  help  being  a  good  deal  agi- 
tated, the  confeioufnefs  of  which  increafed 
her  confufion ;  every  body  obferved  the 
manner  in  which  fhe  was  affV&ed,  and  ail 
had  the  delicacy  to  impute  it  to  the  fatigue 

of 
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of  the  journey.  Laura  foon  recovered  her 
ufual  ferenity,  and  the  whole  party  fpent 
a  few  very  happy  weeks  at  Milan  ;  during 
which  Mr.  N— —  received  a  letter  from  the 
Earl  his  father,  informing  him  that  Mifs 
Warren  had  confented  to  give  her  hand  to 
his  friend  Steele,  to  the  infinite  fatisfa&ion 
of  old  Mr.  Transfer  and  Mrs.  Steele,  aa 
well  as  that  of  Lady  Elizabeth  and  the  Earl 
himfelf;  and  that  the  nuptial  ceremony 
was  delayed  till  Mr.  N— — *s  arrival  in 
England,  all  parties  being  defirous  that  he 
flionld  be  prefent  on  that  happy  occafion. 

This  intelligence  afforded  much  pleafure 

to  Mr.  N ,  who  had  great  good  will 

towards  Steele,  a  very  high  efteem  for  Mifs 
Warren,  and  was  befides  of  a  frame  of 
mind  which  takes  delight  in  the  happinefs 
of  others.  With  this  charming  difpofition 
Mr.  N— —  muft  have  been  highly  gratified 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  company  he 
was  then  in,  every  individual  of  which  was 
in  a  ftate  of  felicity. 

Signora  Sporza,  who  loved  Laura  with 
an  affection  little  inferior  to  that  of  her 
mother,  could  not  conceal  her  joy  in  the 

Vol.  II.  I  i  perfuafion 
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perfuafion  fhe  had  of  the  approaching  hap- 
jpocis  of  her  young  friend  ;  for  it  was  now 
obvious  that  her  marriage  with  Carloftein 
would  take  place  foon  after  their  arrival 
at  Berlin.    Captain  Seidlits  was  delighted 
with  the.  idea  of  his  beloved  fitter's  being 
united  to  the  man  whom  of  all  mankind 
he  loved  and  efteemed  the  mod.     The  fa- 
tisfa&ion  of  Madame  de  Seidlits,  it  may 
be  eafily  fuppofed,    was*  equal  to  theirs; 
.Laura  and  Carloftein  faw  in  each  other,  all 
that  their  imaginations  conceived  as  ami- 
able ;  and  they  beheld  in  the  faces  of  their 
.frff oftmding  friends  a  generous  joy  at  the 
•profpeO,  of  their  felicity,  and  an  impatience 
.  .to  fee  them  fpeedily  united. 

,  It.  would  have  been   difficult  for  Mr. 

N— —  to  have  refilled  'the  importunities 

of  his  friends  and  his  own  inclination,  to 

accompany  them  to  Berlin,    had  he  not 

received  the  letter  above  mentioned  from 

his  father  ;  this  determined  him  to  follow 

the  plan  he  had  formed  on  leaving  Naples. 

After  expreffing  hopes  of  meeting  again 

-:in  Germany,  or  perhaps  in  England,  Mr. 

lN-t—  took  a  mod  affectionate  leave  of  a 

company 
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cpmpany  he  fo  greatly  efteemed,  carrying 
with  him  the  friendfhip  and  heft  wi&ef 
of  every  perfon  in  it*  The  ladies,  efcorted 
by  Carloftein  and  Captain  Seidlits,  fet  out 
for  Berlin  on  the  fame  day  that  Mr.  N— 
took  his  route  for  Geneva,  where  he  pro- 
pofed  to  pafs  a  few  days  with  Bertram,  atid 
endeavour,  if  pofiible,  to  prevail  on  him  to 
accompany  him  to  England. 

On  his  arrival  at  Turin,  where  he  flop- 
ped only  one  night,  he  wrote  an  anfwer 
to  his  father's  letter,  the  conclufion  of  which 
was  in  the  following  terms : 

♦*  I  am  every  day  more  confirmed  in  the 
truth  of  what  you,  my  dear  Sir,  took  fo 
much  pains  to  imprefs  early  on*  my  mind, 
That  mifery  is  infeparable  from  vice,  and 
that  the  concurrence  of  every  fortunate 
riixumftance  cannot  produce  happinefs,  or 
even  tranquillity,  independent  of  confcious 
integrity. 

"  Had  I  harboured  doubts  on  this  head, 
the  fate  of  a  perfon  with  whom  I  had  fome 
acquaintance  at  Naples,  would  have  ferved 
to  diflipate  them ;  the  particulars  of  this 
wretched  man's  (lory  I  will  communicate 
17  to 
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to  you  at  more  leifure.  I  need  only  men- 
tion at  prefent,  that  with  every  advantage 
of  perfon,  birth,  and  fortune,  and.,  united 
by  marriage  to  the  mod  beautiful  and  ac- 
complifhed  woman  I  ever  had  the  happinefs 
of  knowing,  he  watf  miferable  through  the 
whole  of  his  life,  entirely  owing  to  the 
felfiflinefs  and  depravity  of  his  heart.  I  am 
equally  convinced  that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  external  circumftances  to  render 
that  man,  who  is  in  pofleffion  of  integrity 
and  the  bleffing  of  an  applauding  con* 
fcience,  fo  wretched  as  the  perfon  above 
•alluded  to,  often  was  in  the  midll  of  pro- 
sperity and  apparent  happinefs.  An  ac- 
quaintance I  lately  formed  with  another 
perfon,  a  citizen  of  Geneva,  of  a  charac- 
ter the  reverfe  of  the  former,  and  whom  I 
am  not  without  hopes  of  prefenting  to  you 
at  my  return,  tends  to  confirm  this  opinion, 
and  to  convince  me  that  the  Poet  is  right  in 
declaring, 

H  The  broadeft  mirth  unfeeling  Folly  wears, 
4C  Lefs  pleafing  far  than  Virtue's  very  tears." 

.THE     END. 


